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Abstract: In response to needs within the aguaculture industry to dleviate increasing depredation by double-crested cormorants
(Phalacrocorax auritus), the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Anima and Plant Hedlth Inspection Service, Wildlife Services, in
conjunction with Federd, State, and Canadian wildlife and fisheries agencies, the aquaculture industry, and other wildlife
professonds, is developing the framework for a comprehensive cormorant damage management program that uses an integrated
wildlife damage management approach. This cooperative effort will produce a meaningful, mutualy beneficia program that will
reduce the effects of cormorants on aquaculture and sport and commercid fisheries, improve understanding of cormorant biology,
and avert exigting, but often fragmented, attempts to control cormorant populations. Explicit techniques or control measuresto be
implemented may include resource (facility or fish stocks) management, exclusion methods, and cormorant population reduction
methods (nor+letha and lethd) at aguaculture facilities, winter-roost sites, and/or breeding colonies. Given the dramatic increase
in cormorant populations over the past 15 years, cormorant-human conflicts will not subside in the foreseegble future. Thus, the
focus of management efforts should be on devel opment of srategies to minimize, rather than eiminate, resource losses.
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