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This volume is the fruit of a longstanding collabora-
tion in the field of textile terminologies. Since 2005, 
Cécile Michel and Marie-Louise Nosch have collab-
orated on numerous academic activities – joint teach-
ing, lectures at conferences, experimental workshops, 
co-publishing and co-editing. One of the highlights 
was the first Textile Terminologies of the 3rd and 2nd 

millennia conference, an exploratory workshop with 
a diachronic and interdisciplinary scope held in Co-
penhagen in March 2009 with the generous support 
of the European Science Foundation. 

The French-Danish scholarly cooperation on tex-
tile research was further consolidated in the “Pro-
gramme International de Coopération Scientifique” 
TexOrMed (2012-2014). The European Science Foun-
dation Exploratory Workshop on Wool economy in the 
Near East and the Aegean organized in Nanterre in 
November 2012 was one of the flagship projects of 
this collaboration. 

In 2013 Salvatore Gaspa joined the team with 
a prestigious Marie Curie Grant from the Seventh 
Framework Programme of the European Union 
(FP7). Together they fostered the idea of continuing 
the textile terminological research but widening the 
scope to Central and North European and Asian lan-
guages and focusing on the 1st millennium BC and 
1st millennium AD, thus providing a platform for the 
textile terminological exchange of the classical lan-
guages of Greek and Latin, but also including Ger-
manic languages, Armenian, Italic, Semitic, Chinese 
and Japanese.

The second conference on textile terminology was 
held in June 2014 at the University of Copenhagen. 
Around 50 experts from the fields of Ancient History, 
Indo-European Studies, Semitic Philology, Assyriol-
ogy, Classical Archaeology, and Terminology from 
twelve different countries came together at the Cen-
tre for Textile Research, to discuss textile terminol-
ogy, semantic fields of clothing and technology, loan 

words, and developments of textile terms in Antiquity. 
They exchanged ideas, research results, and presented 
various views and methods.

It was a specific aim to cross disciplinary bounda-
ries, both between language families and chronolog-
ical phases, but also to keep the focus on textiles and 
garments as visual, tactile and material items, and not 
simply words. This multi-faceted view is also appar-
ent in the present volume. We have, as far as possible, 
included illustrations where it was possible, in order 
to marry images, objects and words.

The present volume has been prepared within the 
frame of an international cooperation, the Groupe-
ment de Recherche International ATOM = Ancient 
Textiles from the Orient to the Mediterranean (2015-
2018) which involves several research institutions and 
universities in France, Denmark and the United King-
dom. ATOM aims to define both the impact of textile 
production on agriculture, husbandry and the envi-
ronment, its role in handicrafts, in trade, and, more 
generally, in the ancient economy, but also the uses 
of clothing in the construction of gender and individ-
ual and collective identities.

We are delighted that Zea Books of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska–Lincoln Libraries’ Office of Schol-
arly Communications accepted this volume for pub-
lication. The open and free access will make our 
joint efforts available worldwide, and this is partic-
ularly important for a topic such as textile terminol-
ogies, which represents a truly global phenomenon. 
The electronic interface makes the papers searcha-
ble for those colleagues wishing to follow the paths 
of a textile or garment term, or for those who will 
search for textile techniques, tools or professions 
across languages and culture. We hope that the spe-
cialized papers will reach experts around the world, 
and enjoy a large and interested global readership 
who finds that the terminology of textiles is an in-
triguing endeavour.

Preface 



4

We warmly thank all participants for their insightful 
and stimulating papers, lively discussions, inspiring 
exchange of ideas, both during the conference and in 
continued exchanges after the conference.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
those individuals and institutions who have contrib-
uted to the success of the conference and to the edito-
rial work for the publication. First and foremost, for 
the generous financial support from our sponsors and 
hosts providing the institutional and financial frame-
work for this conference and its publication: The Dan-
ish National Research Foundation’s Centre for Textile 

Research (CTR), the Alexander von Humboldt Stif-
tung, the PICS TexOrMed, the GDRI Ancient Tex-
tiles from the Orient to the Mediterranean (ATOM), 
and the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 
(CNRS). Financial support has also been provided 
by the Marie Curie Intra-European Fellowship within 
the Seventh Framework Programme of the European 
Commission for research activities at the University 
of Copenhagen (ASTEX Project no. 36539).

This publication benefitted from the assistance and 
advice of our colleagues Peder Flemestad, Cherine 
Munkholt, Cailin Kwoh and Sidsel Frisch. 

Salvatore Gaspa 
Cécile Michel 
Marie-Louise Nosch

December 2016
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