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DERRICK A. BELL
Professor of Law, New York University Law School
Lecturer, Scholar
Author of Gospel Choirs: Psalms of Survival in an Alien Land Called Home

A well-known and highly respected legal scholar and law professor, Dr. Derrick A. Bell 
became Harvard Law School's first Black tenured law professor. Bell has worked for 38 
years in various areas of civil rights work in litigation, administration, teaching, and 
scholarship.

Bell is the author of five books. His text Race, Racism and American Law is in its third 
edition and is used in civil rights courses at both the law school and undergraduate levels 
in schools across the country.

Bell's books of allegorical stories on racial issues (Faces at the Bottom of the Well: The 
Permanence of Racism and We Are Not Saved: The Elusive Quest for Racial Justice) 
were published in 1987. His most recent books are Confronting Authority: Reflections of 
an Ardent Professor and Gospel Choirs: Psalms of Survival in an Alien Land Called 
Home.

In 1989, Bell resigned from the Harvard Law School to become dean at the University of 
Oregon Law School. There, he resigned in protest when the law school faculty refused to 
offer a faculty position to an Asian American candidate. Bell has been a visiting 
professor at the New York University Law School since 1991. In addition to his teaching 
duties, he lectures and appears frequently on popular radio and television programs.
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