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California Here We Come!

TSA Symposium — October 7-9, 2004
Inez Brooks-Myers

IODAY 1S BRIGHT, CLEAR,

WARM AND SUNNY in

downtown Oakland. If
October behaves as it usually
does, you'll be enjoying the
same kind of weather when you
come to the San Francisco Bay
Area for the Ninth Biennial
Symposium of the Textile
Society of America, October
7-9, 2004.

The opening reception,
Wednesday, October. 6, 6:00-
8:00 pm, will honor individuals
whom the local committee has
named Textile Legends from the
Bay Area: Dominic De Mare,
Kay Sekimachi, Lydia Van
Gelder, and Katherine Westphal.
All of them have exhibited wide-
ly since the 1970s and continue
to produce and exhibit their art

Keynotes

Jack Lenor Larsen will be the
Keynote Speaker on Thursday,
October 7, talking on “San
Francisco Bay As The
Fountainhead and Wellspring.”
Larsen, a legend himself, is
known for the many books he
has written, the numerous exhi-
bitions for which he has been
curator, and his own professional

work as a weaver and textile
designer.

Saturday morning, October.
9, the second Keynote Speaker,
Julia Parker will be featured. She
is Coast Miwok, Kashaya Pomo,
and a renowned basket maker.
Deborah Valoma, visiting curator
at the Bedford Gallery in the
Walnut Creek Regional Art
Center, has organized an exhibi-
tion, “The Past and Present
Tense: Four Decades of Julia
Parker Baskets.” A tour of the
exhibition will be available to
attendees of the sym
posium on Monday

morning, October 11.
Off-site Visits

An unusual compo-
nent of this symposium
will be the inclusion of
two off-site visits as
part of the concurrent

The Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Oakland, CA,
home of the 9th
Biennial TSA
Symposium.
Symposium partici-
pants can look forward
to lounging by the
Hyatt’s luxurious pool.

sessions. The first one, to be held
Thursday afternoon, will take a
limited number of registrants to
a special outdoor showing of
quilts from the collection of Eli
Leon. Leon is a collector of
African American quilts, has
written widely on the subject,
and has been the curator of
many exhibitions, including
“Who'd A Thought It:
Improvisation in African-
American Quiltmaking,” shown
at the San Francisco Craft and
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