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John A. Hird, associate professor of politi-
cal science and director of the Center for
Public Policy and Administration at the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst,
has put together a unique analysis of the
role of nonpartisan research organizations
(NPROs) that exist in the United States. In
Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy
Analysis in the States, Hird becomes one of
the first researchers to systematically study
NPROs in the states.

Hird begins the book by describing policy
analysis and the ways in which it is used.
Policy analysis is essentially policy research
that is intended for a specific audience. At
the state level, NPROs commonly work at
the service of the legislature, which is a
change from the time when state executives
were most likely to be served by a research
branch of government. In chapter 2, Hird
discusses extensively the political pressures
that usually surround policy analysis, partic-
ularly analysis that is intended to be nonpar-
tisan in nature.

Hird continues by taking a state-by-state
look at NPROs in chapters 3 and 4; for this
task, he relies on survey data that he col-
lected directly from state NPROs. Chapter 3
is devoted to describing the types of states
in which NPROs flourish in terms of vol-
ume and resource availability. Chapter 4, in
turn, is largely an explanation of why state
legislatures vary in their use of and reliance
on NPROs. The explanations include,
among others, state political culture, think-
tank presence, and party competition.

In chapter 5, Hird’s analysis becomes a bit
more specific as he begins to determine how

legislatures work with NPROs throughout
the country. Many of the variables that affect
NPRO presence in a state also seem to affect
whether or not a particular NPRO is influen-
tial within a state, according to the legislators
who were interviewed by Hird. He finds that
political culture, state political ideology, and
legislative professionalism are related to
whether NPROs are viewed positively.
Chapter 6 largely follows from chapter 5, as
Hird takes a more nuanced look into legisla-
tors’ opinions of NPROs; from his analysis,
it appears that many of the variables
described above interact to determine the
extent to which NPROs are used or regarded
as useful. Hird concludes the book by pro-
viding an overview of his findings. Essen-
tially, he shows that NPROs are influential in
some environments and that the characteris-
tics of NPROs can be quite distinct from
state to state.

Hird’s work is valuable in that it provides
scholars with one of the first descriptions of
NPROs and the environments in which they
thrive. As a result, this book is appropriate
for a wide audience; undergraduate scholars
interested in state politics or public admin-
istration would find this book informative,
as would more advanced scholars of state
politics and public policy.
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