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HISTORICAL PAPERS. 313

HISTORICAT, AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA.

[A Communication from 8. D. Cox, Secretary of the Association. ]

Lixcorx, NEB., Jan. 12, 1886.
Geo. E. Howard, Sec’y of the State Historical Society :

DEAR Sir :—1I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a brief his-
tory of the organization and transactions of the Historical and Politi-
cal Science Association of the University of Nebraska. As the object
of the Association is the study of economic and historical problems
with special reference to local questions, its transactions will be of in-
terest to your society, with which it is a co-laborer in a common field,

The association was organized Nov., 1884, with the following char-
ter members: Chancellor 1. J. Manatt, Prof. Geo. E. Howard, H.
W. Caldwell, Sam D. Cox, Laurence Iossler, Edson Rich, W, P,
Sullivan, A. W. Foote, N. Z. Snell, Flora E. Frost, Clara Parks, and
H. H. Wilson.

The following additional names have been added to the roll of mem-
bership by election: Mr. and Mrs. A, W. Field, Mrs. Geo. E. How-
ard; and Miss M. A. Treeman, E. J. Churchill, A, G. Warner, and
C. . McMillan have become members as post-graduates.

Honorary members have been elected as follows: C. H. Gere, Al-
bert Watkins, J. D. Calhoun, W. W. W. Jones, Mr. and Mrs. S. B.
Pound, Mrs. J. I.. McConnell, and Mrs. J. S. Dales, of Lincoln ; Dr.
Jesse Macy, of Grinnell, Towa, and Dr. Albert Shaw, of the Minne-
apolis Tribune.

The nature and object of the association can not be more concisely
explained than by quoting the simple plan of organization, which
serves as a constitution and by-laws:

I. The general object of this association shall be the co-operative study of eco-
nomic and historical problems with special reference to local questions.

1I. The membership shall consist of the following classes: (1) Ex-Officio, (ay
Professors and instructors in history and political science; (b) Seminary students:
post-graduates studying for a degree. (2) Charter members and such other per-

sons as may be elected by the association. (3) Honorary members: (a) Professors
and instructors in other departments of the university; () Persons interested in
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this line of work who may be elected by a two-thirds vote of all the members
present at any regular meeting.

III. Officers.—The chancellor of the university, or in his absence, the profes-
sor of history, shall be president of the association.

The recording secretary and corresponding secretary shall be elected
from the members of the association and shall each hold his office for
one academic year,

The association was organized by the election of Sam D. Cox re-
cording secretary and Howard W, Caldwell corresponding secretary.

Six meetings have been held, all of which have been of an interest-
ing and profitable character. Besides the papers, much matter of in-
terest has been brought out in the discussions of the papers and inci-
dental topics. The papers and talks which have been presented before
the association have been as follows :

Nov. 16, 1884, a paper by H. H. Wilson on “The Unwritten Ele-
ments of the Federal Constitution,” and a report by A. G. Warner,
“ Wampum, Clam Shell Currency, and Indian Records.”

Dec. 6, a paper, “The Income Tax in the United States,” by
Howard W. Caldwell.

April 3, 1885, a talk by Prof. Macy, of Grinnell, Iowa, on the
question of “Educational Methods in their Application to Practical
Life and Politics.,” A talk by Prof. Geo. E. Howard on the ¢ De-
velopment of the Township and the Evolution of Institutions.”

May 28, 1885, a paper by Edson Rich on “The Jews in Mary-
land.” A paper by Prof. Macy, of Grinnell, Iowa, on “The Rela-
tion of Schools to Politics,” read by Chancellor Manatt,

Nov. 14, 1885, a paper by Prof. Howard on “The Evolution of
the County.”

Tt will be noted that the papers that have thus far been presented
have not treated local questions. This is due to the fact that most of
them have been papers that were in preparation at the time of the
organization of the society and were brought out at the earlier meet-
ings when not time enough had elapsed for the preparation of papers
de novo upon questions of local interest.

It is the object of the association to pursue original investigations
of economic and historical questions in a thoroughly scholarly way,
and it expects to do work in these lines, the results of which shall be
of real and permanent value. We look to the State Historical Society
for the collection and preservation of much of the material which our
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association shall use in the investigation of local historical questions,
trusting that there shall exist between the two organizations a hearty

sympathy and co-operation which shall prove to be of great mutual
advantage.
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