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The following policy statement from the American Psychological Association regarding 
deposit of NIH-funded authors’ manuscripts in PubMed Central was downloaded on 
March 31, 2008 from http://www.apa.org/journals/authors/pubmed-deposit.html . 
 
Basically, it says that the APA journals will deposit authors’ manuscripts (not the 
“published” version) on behalf of the authors, if the authors fill out and submit the 
form (attached). 
 
Also attached is a copy of the standard APA Publication Rights contract, with the clause 
relating to PubMed Central deposit highlighted: 
 

“For  manuscripts arising from National Institutes of Health (NIH) funded investigations, APA will send the final 
peer-reviewed and accepted manuscript file to the NIH manuscript submission system on your behalf, in a manner 
consistent with federal law. Please complete the form “Statement of Eligibility for NIH Deposit” in order for APA to 
identify relevant manuscripts.” 

 
The APA notes that deposit will occur 11½ months after publication, thus meeting the 
12-month embargo limitation. 
 
↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷↶↷ 
 
Note: 
Authors wishing to disseminate their research sooner than 12 months after publication 
in an APA journal, should consider depositing the author’s manuscript immediately in 
UNL’s institutional repository: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu . APA policy allows this: 

“Authors of articles published in APA journals may post a copy of the final manuscript, as a word processing, PDF, 
or other type file, on their Web site or their employer's server after it is accepted for publication. The following 
conditions would prevail: 

• The posted article must carry an APA copyright notice and include a link to the APA journal home page. 
• Further, the posted article must include the following statement: "This article may not exactly replicate the 

final version published in the APA journal. It is not the copy of record." 
• APA does not permit archiving with any other non-APA repositories. 
• APA does not provide electronic copies of the APA published version for this purpose, and authors are not 

permitted to scan in the APA published version.” 

[Downloaded 3/31/2008, from http://www.apa.org/journals/authors/posting.html ]  
 
The UNL repository is free, open-access, and Google-searched. Articles reside at their own 
independent, permanent, and linkable URL. For assistance with deposits, contact Paul Royster, 
Coordinator of Scholarly Communications, email proyster@unl.edu  

http://www.apa.org/journals/authors/pubmed-deposit.html
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
http://www.apa.org/journals/authors/posting.html
mailto:proyster@unl.edu
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APA and NIH Enhanced Public Access

This notice provides important information about the NIH PubMed 
Central deposit request as it relates to articles published in APA 
journals.

The Policy on Enhancing Public Access to Archived Publications 
Resulting from NIH-Funded Research, notice number 
NOT-OD-05-022, was released on February 3, 2005 and took effect 
May 2, 2005. By this policy, NIH funded investigators are 
encouraged to deposit to PubMed Central (PMC) an electronic 
version of the final accepted manuscript within 12 months of 
publishers' final publication date.

Deposit to PubMed is voluntary. There has been some confusion 
in the research community that the NIH request is mandatory. This is 
incorrect. NIH officials have repeatedly stated that authors' 
participation is voluntary and that there will be no sanctions of any 
kind against authors who choose not to submit their manuscripts.

The policy is prospective only. NIH policy applies to NIH-funded 
empirical research accepted for publication after May 2, 2005. No 
material published and copyrighted with any scientific scholarly 
publisher prior to May 2, 2005 should be deposited in PMC, because 
of pre-existing copyright transfers and earlier legal understanding.

APA will deposit appropriate manuscripts on behalf of the 
authors. Authors publishing in APA or EPF journals, who wish to 
voluntarily deposit their manuscript in PMC, should NOT personally 
and directly deposit Word documents of APA published articles in 
PMC. As the copyright holder, APA will deposit the final accepted 
manuscript 11 1/2 months after the publication date of the article for 
manuscript appropriate for such deposit, upon request by the author. 
Complete and submit a PMC depositing request to APA Journals
(PDF: 30KB) .

What version will be used? The final "Word" version of the author 
generated manuscript after all changes based on peer-review 
editorial feedback and as accepted by the editor is the defined 
document NIH requests. APA retains this copy and will deposit it at 
the appropriate time. The final APA typeset article version as officially 
printed in the journal, which is fully copyrighted by APA, cannot be 
placed in any depository.

What articles are covered? The NIH policy only applies to
empirical research journal articles—not book chapters, literature
reviews, conference proceedings, or editorials.

Major NIH funding is necessary for deposit. For an article to be 
eligible for consideration for deposit in PMC, it is essential that NIH 
funding represent significant funding of the project. The clearest 
example of an eligible article would be one that is conceptualized 
and described in the original grant application. In general, an 
empirical report would be eligible for potential deposit if NIH provided 
meaningful and non-trivial funding of data collection and data 
analysis, and NIH should have provided significant salary support for 
the authors of the article. Incidental NIH funding is not sufficient NIH 
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funding to justify deposit.

The following disclaimer will appear on all APA manuscripts 
submitted to PMC:

The following manuscript is the final accepted 
manuscript. It has not been subjected to the final 
copyediting, fact-checking, and proofreading required for 
formal publication. It is not the definitive, 
publisher-authenticated version. The American 
Psychological Association and its Council of Editors 
disclaim any responsibility or liabilities for errors or 
omissions of this manuscript version, any version 
derived from this manuscript by NIH, or other third 
parties. The published version is available at (link).

© 2008 American Psychological Association
APA Service Center
750 First Street, NE • Washington, DC • 20002-4242
Phone: 800-374-2721 • 202-336-5510 • TDD/TTY: 202-336-6123
Fax: 202-336-5502 • E-mail
PsychNET® | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Security



Statement of Eligibility for NIH Deposit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Manuscript Title: __________________________________________________________________  
 
Author(s): __________________________________________________________________  
 
Journal: __________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I understand that I and any co-authors as part of our publishing agreement with APA are not to personally or 
directly (or by any representatives) deposit a copy of this manuscript or the typeset version of it into PMC or any 
other depository.  We understand that APA, as the copyright holder, will handle any such deposits for eligible 
documents.  We understand that material eligible for voluntary deposits must have been accepted for publication 
after May 2, 2005.  
 
 
 
Date                                                                                                                      Signature 
 
 

o No, I (we) do not want to deposit to PMC.

o No, the manuscript does not qualify. The research was conducted with no or minimal NIH-
funding. 

o Yes, I (we) would like the manuscript deposited at an appropriate time by APA.  The 
manuscript qualifies as NIH supported (check all that apply): 

 
Research described in article fully described in original NIH grant that was approved 
and funded. Grant #  
 
NIH provided meaningful and nontrivial funding of data collection and data analysis 
of data utilized in manuscript. 
 
NIH provided meaningful and nontrivial salary support of the author(s) of this article, 
when all salaries are considered collectively. 

   

 
 
 
Please print out and mail or fax this form to: 
American Psychological Association 
Journals Department 
750 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002-4242 
Fax: 202-336-5549 
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APA PUBLICATIONS RIGHTS FORM 
 
Instructions: Complete and sign Sections 1 and 2 of this form. 
Accepted manuscripts cannot be published unless this form is completed, signed, and returned to the Editor. For information on APA copyright policies, please 
see the reverse side of this form. This form and the terms contained herein may not be amended without the express consent of the American Psychological 
Association. Further, any written changes or additions to this form of Copyright Transfer shall not be valid unless approved, in writing, by the American 
Psychological Association. 

Manuscript title______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Author names (in order of authorship)___________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Corresponding author ______________________________________________________Phone number _____________________________ 
Email address _____________________________________________APA publication____________________________________________  
 
1. Copyright Transfer  
A. CORRESPONDING AUTHOR: The undersigned, desiring to publish the above manuscript in a print publication and/or electronic information service 

of the American Psychological Association (APA), hereby transfers on behalf of all authors, copyright of the above manuscript and any supplemental 
materials for online publication to APA. (If the majority of authors or primary authors are U.S. government employees, a signature is required in Section C 
and not in this section.) In return for copyright, the APA hereby grants to the authors listed in Section 2 of this form, and the employers for whom the work 
was performed, royalty-free permission to 

 
1. Retain all proprietary rights other than copyright, such as patent rights. 
2. Reproduce, or have reproduced, the above paper for the author’s personal use or for company use provided that (a) the source and APA copyright are 

indicated, (b) the copies are not used in a way that implies APA endorsement of a product or service of an employer, and (c) the copies per se are not 
offered for sale. 

3. Make limited distribution of all or portions of the above paper prior to publication. 
4. In the case of work performed under U.S. Government contract, the APA grants the U.S. Government royalty-free permission to reproduce all or 

portions of the above paper and to authorize others to do so for U.S. Government purposes. 
 
For manuscripts arising from National Institutes of Health (NIH) funded investigations, APA will send the final peer-reviewed and accepted manuscript file 
to the NIH manuscript submission system on your behalf, in a manner consistent with federal law. Please complete the form “Statement of Eligibility for 
NIH Deposit” in order for APA to identify relevant manuscripts.  

 
Through signature below, the undersigned author (a) signifies acceptance of the terms and conditions listed above; (b) affirms that written permission has 
been obtained for all previously published and/or copyrighted material contained in this manuscript and any supplemental materials for online publication, as 
well as any other requisite permissions or releases; and (c) affirms that he/she is empowered to sign this form on behalf of all authors. 
_______________________________________________________________________________         ____________________________ 
Authorized signature and title                                                                   Date 

 
B. AUTHORS OF WORK FOR HIRE: In addition to the author signature in Section A above, authors whose work was performed within the scope of 

their employment must provide the signature of an authorized representative of the employer . 
_______________________________________________________________________________         ____________________________ 
Authorized signature and title                                                           Date 
 

C.  U.S. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: In lieu of the author signature in Section A above, author(s) whose work was performed within the scope of 
their employment with the U.S. Government must provide the signature of an authorized representative, certifying that the work is in the public domain. (If 
the work was performed under Government contract but the author is not a Government employee, no signature is required in this section—please see 
Section A.4 above.) 
 
I certify that the majority of the authors or the primary authors of the manuscript cited above are employees of the U.S. Government and performed this work 
as part of the employment and that the paper is therefore not subject to the U.S. copyright protection. 
_______________________________________________________________________________         ____________________________ 
Authorized signature and title                                                                    Date 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of government organization 

2. Authorship Certification (all authors must sign this section) 
Note: The corresponding author must provide an original signature (original or faxed signatures for the other authors are acceptable). By signing below, the 
undersigned author(s) agrees to accept responsibility for the contents of the manuscript and to approve the order of authorship as listed at the top of this 
form. 
_______________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________ 
Name          Date                   Name            Date 
_______________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________ 
Name          Date                   Name            Date 
_______________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________ 
Name          Date                   Name            Date 
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Year: _____________ Volume number ______________ Issue number _______________ Pages _______________ 

 

 

Information for Authors 
 
U.S. copyright law requires that the transfer of copyrights in each contribution from the author to the APA be confirmed in writing. It is 
therefore necessary that you execute either Part A or Part C of the publication rights form on the reverse side of this sheet and return it to the 
Editor. 
 
If your paper was prepared as a part of your job, the rights to your paper initially rest with your employer; therefore the Work for Hire section of 
Part B of the publication rights form also must be signed by an authorized agent of your employer. 
 
Authors who are U.S. Government employees are not required to sign Part A of the publication rights form, but any coauthors outside the 
Government are required to sign Part A. However, if the majority of the authors or the primary authors are U.S. Government employees and the 
work was done as a part of their job, then the primary author should sign Part C of the publication rights form. 
 
 

APA Permission Policy Governing the Secondary Use of 
Copyrighted Material 

 
It is the policy of the APA to own the copyrights to its publications, and to the contributions contained therein, in order to protect the interests of 
the Association, its authors, and their employers, and at the same time to facilitate the appropriate reuse of this material by others. 
 
In exercising its rights under copyright, the APA makes all reasonable effort to act in the interests of the authors and employers as well as in its 
own interest. In order to do so, the APA requires the following: 
 

1. The consent of author(s) be a condition to granting most republication permissions to others. In the case of a work made for hire, the 
employers’ permissions will also be sought. 

2. The consent of author(s) or employers as a condition to granting permission to others to reuse all or portions of the paper for  
promotion or marketing purposes. 

 
Permission and fees are waived for authors who wish to reproduce their own material for personal use; fees only are waived for authors who 
wish to use their own material commercially (but for use in edited books, fees are waived for the author only if he or she is serving as the book 
editor). 
 
Permission is not required for the photocopying of isolated articles for nonprofit classroom or library reserve use. A permission fee may be 
charged to the requester if students are charged for the material, multiple articles are copied, or large-scale copying is involved (e.g., for course 
packs). 
 
A fee of $25 per page, table, or figure is normally charged to all commercial organizations that secure permission to reprint APA-copyrighted 
material. This fee, after an appropriate deduction to APA to cover the costs associated with administering the permission function, is turned over 
to the American Psychological Foundation, a charitable nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, incorporated independently of the American 
Psychological Association. 
 
The American Psychological Foundation was established in 1953 to promote psychology and to help extend its benefits to the public through 
donations of journals to libraries in underdeveloped nations, awards for achievements, and grants to promising young investigators of 
psychology. 
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