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306 NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

SKETCH OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
IN FREMONT, NEBRASKA.

By REv. I. E. HEATON.

October 28,1856, I arrived in Fremont. Sabbath, November 2,
I preached the first sermon in this vicinity. This was at the house
of Seth Marvin, a mile and a half west of Fremont. No house in
Fremont was sufficiently finished to contain an assembly of twenty-
five. The next Sabbath we commenced a service in Fremont in the
house of Robert Kittle (in a little shanty just south of the knoll on
Military Avenue on which E. Abbott’s house now stands). From
that time Sabbath services were continued with special exceptions.

Published in TRANSACTIONS AND REPORTS OF THE NEBRASKA
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, vol. 2 (Lincoln, NE, 1887).
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August 2, 1857, the First Congregational church was organized
with seven members. Four of these are still numbered with us;
these are E. H. Barnard, H. A. Plerce, my wife, and myself. 1 was
the pastor for about twelve years. About1860 we collected timber and
boards for a church. The timber was nearly framed; some Indians
were passing this way, and arrived here late in the evening. They
made a fire near our timber. Early in the morning we found the
timber was on fire. 1t was chiefly burned. We then purchased an
unfinished house, and fitted it for a church. It became afterward
the residence of Thomas Wilson. In the spring of 1867 we com-
menced the erection of a church 28x40 feet. It contained a tower
and a bell.  OQur numbers were then small.  The population of ¥re-
mont was small.  The church was erected with perhaps as much en-
ergy, cffort, and self-denial as have been exhibited in the erection of
our present commodious church.  We disposed of our first church
building, cxpecting to soon occupy the new church. But delays oc~
curred ; the church was not completed for use till its dedication, Aug.
5, 1868. During the winter we occupied the school house; it stood
west of the present Baptist church. The use of the school house was
by necessity divided among three denominations. One Sabbath in
January it was my lot to preach in the evening. Saturday afternoon
my wife and I went away, expecting that I should preach in the morn-
ing. A young lady had becn left in my care by the will of her
mother by adoption. We left her with another young lady in charge
of the house. By her slight want of caution our house took fire and
was burned in the evening. When I returned Rev. Mr. Van Anda,
the Methodist brother, suggested to me that perhaps I would not feel
like preaching after returning and finding my house burned. I re-
plied that 1 could just the same as on other occasions. I did so. This
was, of course, a severe loss; all my books and papers were gone. But

" I took this view of the case; the loss had already occurred, I could
not recall it. I would endeavor to make the best practicable improve-
ment of present circumstances. So far asmy loss mightbe considered
providential I would neither murmur or repine. I remembered these
lines:

Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.

Providence smiled upon me. Friends were kindly liberal. T was

enabled to erect our present house.  In the spring of 1869 I was af-
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flicted with severe rheumatism and resigned my office as pastor of this
church. I suggested that some younger man might be more useful.
October 1, Rev. James B. Chase became our pastor. He continued
so for two years. In January, 1872, Roswell Foster became our pas-
tor. He continued so for three years and some months. During his
pastorate we enlarged our church building, by adding twenty-two feet
to the north end.  In January, 1876, Rev. George Porter became our
pastor, and continued so for a year and a half. Our present pastor,
Rev. A. T. Swing, commenced labor with us February 1, 1878,

————— &
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