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continuum

convergence

conventional morality

n. In Kohlberg’s theory of moral develop-
ment, this is the second level of moral rea-
soning, characterized by an awareness and
focus on societal laws, norms, and rules. Two
stages comprise this level of moral reasoning.
In stage 3, good-boy-good-girl orientation,
individuals judge behaviors on the basis of
how closely actions conform to accepted
norms of behavior, and what is considered ap-
propriate or is approved of by others. In stage
4, authority orientation, individuals judge
actions on the basis of their adherence to au-
thority and rules, and insofar as they main-
tain the social order or fulfill obligations. In
this stage, there is respect for rules, authority,
and the social order not because of any un-
derlying principles or the benefits that can be
reaped but because of unquestioning respect
for authority. Youth in the early to mid-ado-
lescent years are typically categorized in this
level of moral reasoning. — MRTG
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