


defective sidewalks and curb ramps on a regular basis. Minneapolis also promotes the walking
enviranment by providing pedestrian facilities on bridges throughout the City. Currently, all

bridges have sidewalks on at least one side and all new bridges must provide pedestrian facilities.

v Minneapolis's Complete Streets policies (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/trans-
plan/Citywide_CouncilFinal_Ch4_071709.pdf) encourage walking by promoting sidewalk lighting,
pedestrian improvements, street furniture and landscaping, and other street design improvements.
Many of the objectives of the Complete Streets palicy work towards completing the goals set up by
the Pedestrian Master Plan of Minneapolis, enhancing the City’s walking environment.

v Minneapolis has a number of pedestrian-oriented campaigns and events to educate and

encourage residents to walk.

o Safe Routes (http://bikewalktwincities.org/ambassadors/ambassador-programs/safe-
routes) is a collection of educational lessons for various school grades on pedestrian

and bicycle safety.

o BikeWalkMove (http://bikewalkmove.org/) is part of a public service campaign
conducted by BikeWalk Twin Cities and the City of Minneapolis Department of Health
and Family Support in North Minneapolis to provide educational messages and
awareness messages about bicycling and walking in a variety of public spaces including

newspapers, bus boards, and radio ads.

o Bike/Walk to Work Week (http://bikewalkweek.org/) is an event meant to showcase the

advantages of commuting to work in alternate ways.

o Open Streets (http://openstreetsmpls.com), based on the Colombian ciclovia, is a
walking and cycling event for all in the City. By closing the street to motorists, residents
are able to recreate and explore their C/ity without the presence of automobiles.

v Minneapolis conducts pedestrian counts through several different methods and agencies to
help provide an accurate depiction of the pedestrian activity within the City. The Department of
Public Works (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/pedestrian/pedestrian-counts.asp) has conducted
pedestrian counts around the City every September from 2007 on. Since 1958, the City of
Minneapolis has conducted counts of all modes of transportation through its periodic Downtown
Cordon Count (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/2004-meetings/20040227/docs/11_
cordon_count_report.pdf), the most recent being in 2003. The third instance of pedestrian
counting is conducted as part of the periodic intersection turning movement counts conducted by
the Department of Public Works (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/traffic-counts.asp).



v The pedestrian street lighting in Minneapolis provides a safe walking environment for
pedestrians during the hours when visibility is limited. Nearly all arterial and non-arterial streets

have lighting on one or both sides of the streets making walking at night safer.

v Minneapolis's parking standards are representative of working towards creating a more
pedestrian friendly environment. All zoning districts in Minneapolis have maximum parking standards
and no minimum parking standards. The City has a number of priced parking spaces in garages and
metered spaces as well as a large number of park and ride spaces with bus service to the downtown
area. Ground floor parking garages must have commercial, residential, office, or hotel uses between

the parking garage and public sidewalks to foster a better walking environment.

v The crosswalk practices in Minneapolis are indicative of the City’s push for a safe walking
environment. All designated midblock crosswalks have overhead flashing beacons and use high

visibility striping. Marked crosswalks are provided at all signalized intersections throughout the City.
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Walk; Friendly; Communities Profile

NAME OF COMMUNITY BACKGROUND

San Francisco, California POPULATION: 805,235

LEVEL OF DESIGNATION AREA: 46.7 square miles

Gold POPULATION DENSITY: 17,243 per square mile

PEDESTRIAN PLAN:
http://www.sf-planning.org/ftp/BetterStreets/index.htm

PEDESTRIAN PROGRAM WEB SITE:
http://www.sfmta.com/cms/whome/homepeds.htm
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COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

San Francisco is designated as a Gold-level
community due to the city’s outstanding
planning practices, community pedestrian
events, and focus on providing a pedestrian

friendly environment. Highlights of San

Francisco’s application include:

v San Francisco’s Better Streets Plan (http://www.sf-planning.org/ftp/BetterStreets/index.htm)
is a set of implementation strategies and goals to provide and maintain a better streetscape and
pedestrian environment. The Plan “seeks to balance the needs of all street users, with a particular
focus on the pedestrian environment and how streets can be used as public space.” The Better
Streets Plan carries out the Better Streets Policy (http://www.sf-planning.org/ftp/BetterStreets/
docs/better_streets_policy_ordinance.pdf ) of San Francisco’s intent to plan streets for pedestrian-

oriented and multi-modal designs.



v San Francisco’s WalkFirst Project (http://www.sf-planning.org/index.
aspx?page=2568#downloads) identifies key walking streets throughout the City and develops
a criteria to prioritize pedestrian improvements for creating a better walking environment.
The WalkFirst Project will have produced citywide map of pedestrian zones, a draft general
plan relating to walking, walking strategies for the San Francisco Transportation Plan, concept
designs, a criteria for prioritizing pedestrian improvements, and a list of recommended pedestrian

improvements.

v San Francisco holds Sunday Streets events (http://www.sundaystreetssf.com/) on the second
Sunday of every month from April to October. The Sunday Streets event, based off the Colombian
Ciclovia, creates a temporary public space by closing the road to motorists and creating a space for
pedestrians and bicyclists to recreate, exercise, and socialize with fellow residents. The events for

2010 saw over 20,000 participants.

v San Francisco has a model pedestrian signaling system. Over 70 percent of all signalized
intersections have pedestrian countdown signals. The guidelines for the installation of pedestrian
signals state that all signalized intersections without pedestrian signals should be updated and all
pedestrian countdown signals should be installed at new signalized intersections. The guidelines
also state that Accessible Pedestrian signals should be provided with countdown signals to aid in
the crossing of the visually and hearing impaired and intersections should be prioritized for new

installations. Currently, 10.5 percent of signalized intersections have accessible pedestrian signals.

v San Francisco has worked to create a pedestrian friendly sidewalk network. The Department of
Public Work's Sidewalk Inspection and Repair Program evaluate sidewalks each year, make note
of those in need of repairs, and work with property owners ta make the repairs. Also, the City has
a Newsrack Ordinance (http://www.sfdpw.org/index.aspx?page=371) that was created to help
reduce the amount of occupied space on sidewalls associated with free standing news racks and
make sidewalks more pedestrian friendly. San Francisco also provides street landscaping to visually

enhance the sidewalk to pedestrians.

v The enforcement activities of San Francisco emphasize the importance of pedestrian safety.
The City conducts crosswalk stings using pedestrian decoys, progressive ticketing, speed feedback

signs, and media campaigns on enforcement.

v San Francisco provides multiple training opportunities for staff and law enforcement on
pedestrian safety. Principals, teachers, and school staff participate in an annual professional
development day about the Safe Routes to School program and how to incorporate the program’s
goals into education lessons. The staff at the Municipal Transportation Agency and Planning



Department are provided a multitude of opportunities through trainings, webinars, and

conferences to learn about pedestrian safety and apply the information to the City.

San Francisco's streets and public rights-of-way make up fully 25 percent of the City’s land area,

1. n

more space even than is found in all of the City’s parks. San Francisco’s “Pavement to Parks”
looks to reclaim unused public spaces and turn them into temporary parks and public plazas.
During the temporary closure of the space, the success of the plazas and parks is evaluated to what
changes can be permanently made and what other solutions are possible. Residents and businesses
can also apply for parking spaces in front of their properties to be turned into “Parklets,” (http:/
sfpavementtoparks.sfplanning.org/) which are mini parks the length of one or two parking spaces

repurposed to be for pedestrians.

The San Francisco Department of Public Health’s Program on Health, Equity, and Sustainability
developed several Health Impact Assessment tools to provide insight on future pedestrian
planning needs. The HIA tools are the Pedestrian Environmental Quality Index (PEQI) (http://www.
sfphes.org/HIA_Tools_PEQIL.htm), the Vehicle-Pedestrian Injury Forecasting Model (http://www.
sfphes.org/HIA_Tools_Ped_Injury_Model.htm), and the Healthy Development Measurement Tool's
Safe and Sustainable Transportation Element (http://thehdmt.org/objectives/view/8). Several specific
HIAs in San Francisco include the Treasure Island Community Transportation Plan (http://www.
sfphes.org/comm_ti_bicycle_ped.htm), an HIA of Traffic in Southeastern SF (http://www.sfphes.org/
HIA_PODER.htm), and an ongoing HIA of Road Pricing (http://www.sfphes.org/HIA_Road_Pricing.
htm).
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Walk Friendly, Communities Profile

NAME OF COMMUNITY BACKGROUND

Seattle, Washington POPULATION: 616,669

LEVEL OF DESIGNATION AREA: 92 square miles

PLATINUM POPULATION DENSITY; 6,703 per square mile

PEDESTRIAN PLAN:
http://lwww.seattle.gov/transportation/
pedestrian_masterplan/

PEDESTRIAN PROGRAM WEB SITE:
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/pedestrian.htm

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

Seattle is designated as a Platinum-level
community due to top-notch planning and
engineering, outstanding outreach and
education, and strong enforcement and

evaluation practices. Highlights of Seattle’s

application include:

v Seattle is a leading example of positive evaluation practices and has developed an outstanding
reputation as a walkable city due, in large part, to the understanding of trends in pedestrian travel.
This understanding comes from significant pedestrian counts (http://www.downtownseattle.com/
content/businesses/PedCount.cfm) that have been occurring biannually since 2006. Data is collected
during the peak summer and winter periods and analyzed for seasonal and time of day impacts on

walking volumes.

v One of the main reasons Seattle’s Pedestrian Master Plan is such a successful document is the
clear establishment of goals and measurable performance indicators (hitp://www.seattle.gov/

transportation/pedestrian_masterplan/). With the objective of becoming the country’s most walkable



city, Seattle established baseline measurements, performance targets, and data collection processes
to improve walkability. These indicators fit into the four main goals of the plan: Safety, Equity,
Vibrancy, and Health and contain such examples as reaching ten new schools a year with outreach
and increasing pedestrian volumes in selected count locations.

Managing parking is one of the keys to promoting a safe and enjoyable pedestrian environment.
Beginning in 1986, Seattle abolished parking minimum standards for the downtown, opting instead
to implement a 1 space per 1,000 square feet of non-residential development. Further, parking must
be inside, behind, or beside buildings and any parking requirements can be waived if sited along a
designated pedestrian corridor. The City also provides incentives for large development programs,

including parking cash out, shared parking, and park-and-ride.

There are a many benefits of buffer zones on sidewalks

and Seattle’s recognition of this through a tree-planting
program is noteworthy. In addition to requiring street
trees in all new development, the City also recently planted
more than 800 trees in rights-of-way and also provided free

trees to residents in a number of neighborhoods.

Understanding that fostering good walking practices in

children is essential, Seattle’s Safe Routes to School program sets a high standard. The Seattle
School Traffic Safety Committee, composed of representatives from Seattle Public Schools, Seattle
Police Department, and Seattle Department of Transportation, creates walking route maps for
every public elementary school in Seattle. The DOT also works with Feet First, a local pedestrian
advocacy group, to conduct walkability audits at several schools a year. Seattle schools perform
regular counts of how children get to school and, in one case, found a 49% increase in walking to

school after the completion of a SRTS infrastructure project.

The Seattle Parks and Recreation department shows its commitment to walkers of all ages through
a volunteer-supported walking program for adults age 50 and up called Sound Steps (http://www.
seattle.gov/parks/seniors/SoundSteps.htm). Sound Steps is a free, community-based walking
program designed to get older adults active and experiencing the benefits of regular exercise. It
is a year-round program that provides connection to other walkers, tools to measure progress, a

number of weekly walks from various locations, monthly hikes, and training for longer events.



In 2008, Seattle piloted Car Free Days to open up streets to bicycling, walking, and playing. The

City renamed it Celebrate Seattle Summer Streets (http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/
summerstreets.htm) in 2009 and made extensive efforts to involve local businesses, farmers markets,
parades, art walks, and more. In 2011, there will be Summer Streets events on four different streets
through the summer, as well as Bicycle Sundays (http://www.seattle.gov/parks/bicyclesunday/)

almost every Sunday from May to September.

Seattle’s Rights of Way Improvement Manual (http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/
rowmanual/manual/) is a leading example of how good design and accessibility can improve
understanding of ordinances and regulations. The interactive online manual presents a standard
streetscape with dynamic, clickable elements beneath the image. These elements, like curb radius or
street trees, highlight the element in the image and direct the user to the pertinent section of code
where the standards are explained. This provides transparency and clarity for regulations and makes

it more approachable to citizens.

The neighborhood traffic calming program (hitp://www.seattle.gov/transportation/
neighborhoodtraffic.htm) in Seattle is impressive, particularly the neighborhood traffic circle
element (http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/trafficcircles.htm) of the program. These mini-
circles have been found to reduce motar vehicle crashes by an average of 90 percent in Seattle. Over
the past 30 years, Seattle has installed over 1,000 traffic circles and has now instituted a formal
process for proposal, as there is still enormous demand. There are criteria for proposal evaluation
and detailed information about the process available through the City's website, allowing access for

neighborhoods to explore this option.

Studies show that red light cameras are an effective
measure in preventing fatal crashes that occur as a result
of running red lights. Seattle has 30 red light cameras at
21 different intersections around the city. The City also has
mobile speed enforcement cameras that focus on enforcing
speed limits in school zones. These effective enforcement

measures have led to a vast reduction in fatal crashes

involving pedestrians.

The US Justice Department’s National Institute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice recognized
Seattle’s Blockwatch program as an “exemplary project” just seven years after it began in 1972.
The program, which includes over 3,800 blocks citywide, represents roughly 30 percent of Seattle
neighborhoods, compared to a national average of 8-11 percent.



v The Seattle DOT uses crash data, including pedestrian collisions, extensively in reviewing safety
concerns. In 2007, the City formed a special traffic unit called the Aggressive Driver Response
Team to target aggressive and dangerous drivers and protect pedestrian safety. The team is
extensively trained and targets areas that are known for aggressive driving and also works chronic

community traffic complaints, school zone violations, and conducts pedestrian emphasis operations.
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