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2nd. Gati, a spring of brackish water; the road crosses the ridge by
an ascent, said to be a little steeper than that of Ghwalari,

3rd. Easy ravine to Mishkinai. Caravans frequently go this way,
but Ghwalari is the favourite and of conrse the best route.

Next, the road of the Waziris goes from Ghwalari to Kattawaz,
opening by one route upon Gardez, by another at Riltn. It avoids the
(tomal entirely, and is described by many people of different tribes who
had seon it, as much superior to the Gomal rcad; as grass is very
abundant, the hills covered with wood, and supplies for a caravan (of
1000 people) to be had from the villages on the way, all this I believe;
but when they declared (even independently of each other) that there
was no ascent worse than the trifling one at Stighai, from what T had
seen of these mountains, and from the careless way travellers without
wheel carriages speak of difficulties in a road, I could not help feeling
great doubt. PTrobably this road would be found a good one for cavalry
or infantry, but a very bad one for guns; caravans wounld always choose
it were they not afraid of passing the heart of the Waziri conntry. The
following marches must bo very short, probably not averaging scven
miles ;—

1. Ghwalari to Karkannai, a small plain of good soil irrigated by
the water of Spin, When Sarwar Khan of Tank attacked the Tohanis,
part of them fled to this valley and cultivated it with suecess; when the
dangoer was over, they returued to their wandering life,

2. Spin, a fow miles north of Tora Dabbar; the road an easy ravine.

8. Michan Ghundai, a small bill over which “carts could go”; the
man who said this had seen hackeries in India. The water is still the
Abi Spin.  The road seems to go to the north.

4. Wana. This valley is cultivated by the Daotanis; supplies and
water to be procured.

5. Swai Ghwajh. A space in the bed of a stream, said to flow to the
Bangash country. On leaving Wana is the kotul of Matsal, said to be
very easy.

6. Waukhwah, a wide space in the same valley; thero three wells
are said to have been made by Nadir Shah; Nadir, I believe, was never
in this pass.

7. Matsal, a pass over the Khwenda (Ghar range, which seems to ho
parallel to the Koh-i-Waziri.

8. Rohamand Gal Kot. A fort of the Waziris,

9. Tursam Kot. These forts seem to be in a narrow valley between
the Khwenda Ghar and Poshitai ranges.

10. Kasim Kot. Thisis a fort, and an evidence of cultivation and
water. !

11. Samand Kot. A fort.

12, Yari Kot. A fort.

13. Zmairi torai.
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14, Spedar Narai, a pass over the Pashtu range which scems to rise
from the Jadrin range, and is partly inhabited by the Jadran tribe.

15. Sarobai of the Kharotis.

16. Urghun of the Fermuli Tajiks.

17. Khangal Margha. Near the head of the Dwoa Gomal.

18. Sultanai, entrance to Zurmal and Kattawaz.

19. Paltanai in Zurmil, inhabited by Minzis (who lately were
notorious robbers).

20. Kolalgu. In the plan.

This road is sometimes varied by going through Spin, Toe, Wana,
Birmul, and Sarafza.

Opposite Daraban is the pass of Zawa which leads to Kandahar,
As Licutenant Marsh of the cavalry has visited this route, I shall
merely montion those connecting it with my own route of Ghwulari, It
passes the Talht-i-Suliman, the Zhob 30 miles above Postakats, and 1is
conneeted with the Gomal by the road of Kundar,

From the place where the Kundar joins the Gomal to—

1. Tosainika, a ziyarnt in the ravine of the Kundar; from this place
a camel road goes to Zawa.

2. Khaddal, the tomb of a murdered man of that name.

3. ¢ Navel stone,” Nama XKanai, a stone thought to reduce hernia of
the navel; the roadis still by thestream of Kundar, which flows throngh
an easy ravine.

4. Kandil, the source of the stream. There is usually here a little
cultivation of the Zhmurianis, a small tribe said to bo Syads; and in
summer there are some Nassir shepherds.

5. Orak,  spring in the mountains which scem a continnation of the
Jadvan range. Generally there are few tents of the Lili Klcl.

6. Mashhuri, a fort in the valley of Wazikhwah. The road crosses
the hills by the pass of Imdai.

7. Killa Mama in Wazikhwah, and from thence to Kandahar.
This road has water and forage for camels; the road is said to bo
passable for guns, but I doubt it much,

The road going from Kundar to Zawa ig—

1. Hosainika, mentioned above.

2. Gwedab, a small spring.

3. Sritu, a fine spring. The road then descends to—

4: Mandu Khel da kot, a fort in the valley of the Zhob, after
erossing the river,

5. Daraban, mouth of Daraban Khwarra, from whence the water of
the Daraban flows.

6. Zawa, the pass.

N These marches.aro camel marches, varying from 10 to 14 miles,
‘lho last road especially is dry and rough; the other is probably passablo
for an army, but with difficulty, ,
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A few miles south is the Dalna Pass, which has a larger stream
than that of Zawa flowing from it, and being much blocked up witl
stones, it is a resort of robbers with stolen camels. Tt joins the Zawa
route by a different pass.

Still further to the south and beyond the Takht-i-Suliman is the
road of Wohwa,* passing through the Kakar country to the Arghesan
river, and thence to Kandahar., The road is said to be casy, but I know
nothing about it.

In the event of the invasion of India, s0 much talked of, our nutural
fronticr is not the Indus, but the Suliman range. History, which shows
that even great rivers have never obstructed the passage of an army
superior in the field, gives very few instances of the storming of
mountain passes.

This long chain of hills is ouly passable in five places,—IChyber,
Kuram, Ghwalari, Zawa, and Wohwa or Vihova. I put the Bolan out
of the question, as the water is easily cut off 60 miles in the Kach
Gandawa. Of these the Khyber, Kuram, and Ghwalari arc the most
important. They lead equally to Kabul, Ghazni, and Kandahar, without
the possession of all which places the attempt could not he made. A
fort near Ghwalari would sccure the entive command of the three roads
leading from it, and forts might be probably equally well situated
in the other passes. The whole length of the passes affords mmmerous
positions where field works, and a body of determined men, would delay
the most powerful army for days; and among mountains, where the
supplies lahorionsly collected cannot be replaced, and where overy hour’s
delay is franght with danger.

Were an army of 60,000 men distributed in three divisions opposite
Kuram, Khyber, and Ghwalari, their magazines and means of crossing
the Indus well securcd, they wounld reecive deeisive information of the
maxrch of the enemy in time to concentrate at the threatencd pass long
before he arrived ; and were the 20,000 men already gnarding it driven to
the plain, the scattered columns of the enemy, slowly emerging from the
mountains, wonld be opposed one by one to a powerful army well
supplied and fresh with the whole resources of India at its back; all this
is independent, of the opposition which might be so easily afforded in
Khorassan. Supplies for an army can be only permanently procured
at andahar, Ghazni, and Kabul, Were these places occupied, and the
little surplus grain and grasses in the country round hought up and
stored in the citics, which had been put into a state of defence, the
hostile army wounld be without means for extended sicge operdtions. It
would be nearly starving, and if it plundercd it would be lost.

The Afghans, cminently a movable people, would all go to the hills.
In no country has the people at first joined even a popular invader; it
waits to seo his success; and the first scricus check is the signal of

* This is the Vihove of the map of Afghanistan dated Simla, 1871.—Ep.

VOL. L. 2



388 REPORTS ON PARTS OF THE GHILZI COUNTRY, ETC.

his ruin.  Tndeed, the more I saw of the country and reflected on
the subject, the firmer grew my conviction that, while the British in
India continue fruc to themselves and just to the people, their position
and resources may defy all attempts {from without.*

The country from Ghazni to Dand has been deseribed in the first
report. Kattawaz merits a scparate notice.

Its length is about 48 and its breadth 24 miles.

The plain is level and open, bounded on the east by the Kohnak
Mountains and on the west by the lower hills of Kattasang and Zhera,
To the north it reaches Zirmil, and to the south 1s ended by Lalazai
and the Ab-i-Istadah Lake; the valley is enteved on the cast by the three
passes which meet at Killa Kharoti, and on the west by the passes of
Gazdara and Kharbin, This last road goes from Mish Khel between
Spinsak and Jarakkana. It i a winding pass, generally 30 yards
wide, between low hills, which cavalry might often cross, and leads by
a gentle ascent, through the lower range, and then with as gentle a
descent to Mclapal, Guns could pass it in its present state, and a very
little work would make it a heautiful road; a small rivulet called
Khurbin flows down part of its length, and turng three or four miles
hefore it rcaches Kattawaz.

This district entirely belongs to the Snliman Khel; the settled
tribes living in the centro of the valley, and the pastoral ones wandering
abont the lower spurs of the mounfains. The tribe has two great
divisions, the Shammals (or Ismailzais) and the Kaisers; these often
fight with each other. The Khels are generally groups of five or six
forts, each containing from ten to sixty houses. I mention the Khels
as they oceupy the valley from north to south. Mish Khel, Sultan Khel
(a large one), Poindeh Khel, Mitta Khel (who sometimes trade), Mallazal
Shakki Khel, Sheh Khel, Kallandar Khel, and the Adin and Nassu
Khel. Beyond these is Lalazal of the Tarakkis; the fouds have been
described before; sometimes the Mollalia effcet a truce to last a stated
time, when this is ended the feuds begin again. This relic of barbarism

* Licutenant Broadfoot here proposes two ways of mecling an invasion from the
north-west. The {irst, nnmely, to make the Suliman range our frontier and to hold the
pusses, is that which commends itself to my judgment. Holding that frontier, we are
in o position to await with enlmness any attempt at invasion. Tvery day that we
delayed the invader's forces wonld tell most heavily against them., TFood for the army
and fodder for the animals would run short, and that would, in all probubility, lend to
collision with the Afghans. With this frontier held in force, wo have little to fear from
an encmry on the other side of the hills, so long as the Indian army and people may be
relied on. I would therefore expect an encmy’s tnetics to be, by every means at his
disposal, to stir up and foment discontent; and to delay uctive measures (i1l well assured
of co-operation in India.

The sceond niode of meoting invasion, namely, to occupy Kendahar, Ghazni, nnd
Kabul, is not, I think, now to be recommended. We should be surrounded by a hostile
people, and hinve long and uncertain lines of communicatien. Tho position, I venture
to think, would be a fulse one from a military point of view,—Ebp.
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oxisted till lately in Europe. When the caravans passing through
Kattawaz are too strong to be overpowered witliout loss, they are only
required to pay a small tribute to the tribe whose lands they pass.
When they are weaker, the impost is a little higher, and if only a fow
individnals, they arc usually plundered. The general tax is one rupee,
-or rather 12 yards of coarse cloth for every eight loaded camels.

Infidels pay more. The traders always choosc their road through
Kattawaz with reference to their friendly relations with the tribe. I
may mention here that from Kaftawaz to Daman money has no fixed
value, being nearly unknown. The method of exchange is mere barter,
or by valuing everything in yards of ¢ karbaz,” a coarse cotton cloth
made at Multan. This rcpresents small sums of money ; large ones
are only known as so many sheep or camels.

The Dwoa Gomal rises at a hill called Durtsely, very near Paltu. Its
course is then betwecn the Kohnak and the Waziri ranges; this last T
believe, from the shortness of the Dwoa Gomal and other circumstances,
to originate in the peaks of Paltu. It diminishes and ends near Ursuk.

The Prirak and Maranna range from the Killa Xharoti goes, I
believe, to the Shinkai hill. It is the resort of a set of wandering
shepherds, the Khwaid Khel, Elalzai of the Suliman Khel. It suddenly
breaks up and cnds at the Kundar river.

The hills to the west of the Zhoh appear little less than the Takht-
i-Suliman. The Zhob rises in the Kakar conntry, and then flows
throngh a long straight valley inhabited by the Mandu Khel ; this is a
large tribe extending from the Gomal to mear the Kikar country.
Thoy live generally in tents, but have also a few houses, probably
Duilt from fear of the Wauziris, who occasionally come from their
own hills, and sweep the valley of the Zhob. A ycar or two ago
they surprised a fort when there were only two or three people in
it; these were put to death, and the cattle, grain, flour, aud clothes
carried off. The Mandu Khels cultivate rice in considerable quantitics,
as well as joar, wheat, and Indian corn. They all have sheep and
camels, and some tribes are entirely pastoral. The women are fond
of ornaments, but can afford no better than a brass pin in the nose,
and large earrings or necklaces of cowric shells. The men wear, when
it is cold, the “Xkohsai,” a cloak made of white felt, and in the hot
weather have nothing but a pair of trousers and shoes. This exposure
of the naked Dbreast, and the coestume of fhe women, which is petticoats
without trousers, is thought very indelicate by the other Afghans, The
reason perhaps is, that their climate is hot in summer, and snow rarely
falls in winter. They are a guiet people, who carry arms only in their
own defence; they have no order of course. Being allied to the Kakars,
and having the same habits and customs, I have deseribed them at this
length; as of the large tribe of Kikars I know little. Here at their
northern limit they ave said to be a quiet people, repelling attacks

2 w2
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indeed, but nothing more, never carrying arms, and looked on as unwar-
like. Perhaps this good character is from comparison with tho Waziris ;
on their boundavy the Syads of Peshin represented the Kikars as
incarnate demons.

Hirn Trises.

The hill tribes are so much alike in every respect, that a description
of the Kharotis and noting a few minor differences in the others may
scrve for all.

The Khavotis inhabit the valley of Dwoa Gomal, the peaks east of
Paltu; the sketcli below will illustrate the positions of their forts;
of course there is no pretension to a scale in the sketch.  Sirafza, o few
niiles from the source of the Dwoa Gomal, is a fort containing twenty
houses, and affording protection to the familics around. Sarobya * is a
ruined fort with a tew houses. Channikhwah has been the constant
source of quarrel with the Waziris, who have destroyed it twice, but have
never been able to hold it. Their method of attack was to come suddenly
in great nuwnbers, and before the Kharotis conld gather, bring heaps of
wood to the gate and burn it down; once in, they murdered and
plundered. The Kharotis have now built a large fort, and tilled the

-
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ground again, Turola is a fort of twenty houses, similar to the Babaki
Killa described in my route; these places are cut out of the hills, or are
on little knolls, and all level soil has been carefully cultivated. Yet
these cultivators are not the fifticth part of the tribe: the mountains
Leing covered with trees must have soil, and water is not deficient, so

* QOr Sarobai,—Ep.
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that the hill, if cut into terraces as in the Himalayas, might Le much
bLettor cultivabed. But the hill tribes, less civilised oven than the
other Afghans, scemed to prefor the wandering life. They have seen
sheep, cows, asses, and mules, but horses are nmknown. Their whole
wealth consists of large flocks of goats, which feed on bare peaks or
in ravines covered with pines. They live in tents of a few blankets, and
sticks, or in rude huts cut out of the hill. In spring the people live
entirely on milk, which is abundant, as the kids are then born. Ghee,
kurat, and cheese arec made in large qnantities, and sold in Kattawaz or
Zirmitl for flour. In the winter they eke out their milk diet by a small
portion of hroad ; their clothes are a shirt made of black blanket, made
by their wives, and sandals (called shappli) (chapli) of goat-skins nearly
raw ; sometimes they have a bit of blanket fora cap, or if Incky, exchange
gome wool for a coarse turban. Their liouses have nothing in them but
a g and an iron pot, yet with all this poverty they have fine match-
locks and good swords. 'Their greatest delight is stalking the dceer.
'The pines on the hills furnish a sced called chilgoza, which is a prineipal
part of their winter food, added to cheese, kurut, and oceasionally somne
bread. Yet with all these hardships and their severe climate, they are a
Lealthy, robust race. Ifven for Afghansthoy are very dirty. They have
no weights, measures, nor means of estimating time and distance. Right
to soil is only thought of in cultivated spots; a plece of grazing land,
Lowever long occupied by a family, is intruded on by a man even of a
different tribo without ccremony ; this shows how thin the population
is, The pine seeds, however, are considered to be property, and a stranger
must not gather them. The Khavotis are divided into two tribes; the
Zakke Khel, of which the Mallik of Sirafza, son of Gul Ihan, son of
Shadi Khan, is the principal person; and the Adi Khel, whose head is
Samand, an old man. These chiefs have not the slightest power, but a
certain respect is paid to their hirth; when two men have a dispute, they
sometimes fight it ont, but the neighbonrs and Mullahs generally interfere
and attempt reconciliation ; should one party refuse to abide by the deci-
sion, the neighbours give up speaking to him; and herding goats on
a hill, without any one to talk to, or a pipe to smoke, is 8o nnpleasant,
that lie soon gives in. This rude kind of jury is called a “marrika.”
When they are threatencd with attack, a jirga or marrika is called, and
all the armed men obey its orders. The Kharotis sometimes buy, but
generally make, their own powder,

The Yia Khel is that which trades with India; they soon acquire
some wealth, and with it a taste for finc clothes and good food : when
they go to see their hill friends, they cannot help showing dislike to a
milk diet and pine seeds, after eating bread and grapes; indeed, they
complain that in a few days it gives them spasms in the stomach;
this makes them be thought effeminate coxcombs, The Kharotlis are
hospitable and kind, they scldom attack tribes unprovoked, snd have
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fought more successfully with the Waziris than any of their neighbours.
A travellor is safe in their country, and as far as milk dict will go he
nced never want food.

The Jadrans inhabit the east slope of the Jadiin range; their
country is small, and they are scldom heard of, so that they must bo few
in numbers; their food, dress, and livelihood are those of the Kharotis,
cxcept that they arc great robbers, and protect all thieves. The
Khwajaks, a tribe of robbers, talked of a certain Killa Nakk of the
Jadrans, where they would have defied us. The Jadrins scll their wool
and eheese at Gardez; though I entercd their country once, I nover saw
them.

The Waziris possess the wholo hill country (with a few exceptions,
woticed hereafter) hounded by Gomal on the south, by the Jadrvins and
Khavotis on the east, and the Kuram on the north. A branch of the
tribe extends along the Koh-i-Safed; they are more peaccable and settled
than the rest; their munbers are less than so extensive a country would
seom to indicate, as many of them emigrato every cold season to the
Lills overlooking Daman, and in the hot weather return ncar the
Kharotis. This country is stated to have woed, water, and grass in
plenty ; some valleys ave partially cultivated with rice, millet, wheuat,
and barley. The rice crops prove there is plenty of water in some
parts. Their successful forays have given them a great stock of camels,
sheop, and cows, which enables them to add mcat and bread to their
food. In spring they live principally on milk. Their dress is that of’
the Kharotis. The Waziris are at war with all their neighbours, and
on every side they have mado conquests. I'rom the Kharotis they have
taken Birmul. The Jadrfns arc confined to one ridge; and the whole
country of Zhob, and the Ghwalari Pass tremble at their very name.
The secret of this is, that without internmal government of any
sort, they agree well with each other. They are declared by their
cnemies, the Lohanis, to be Shiahs—this is a calmmny ; as also that
they are descended from some (a few) Hazaras who fled before
Nadir Shah, and have increased in theso mountains. This is univer-
sally believed, but they spealk Pashtu, and I have seen so many tribes.
retain their Ianguage for gemerations, that I cannot imagine these
havo lost theirs in one hundred years. The Tajiks still speak Persian,
even when living in Afghan villages. The Firmullis, who live between
the Waziris and Kharotis, are still unable to speak Pashtu, The:
Waziris go on foot, and are most active in the mountains; a few
great men of the tribe have horses, but of course are bad riders,
They generally attack caravans by night, but sometimes by day.
VWhile firing from rocks, they eat somctimes a little raw flour,
and from this also o story is raised that they never cook their meals.
To get wonderful stories about them is very casy, but real informa-
tion very difficult, as no sooner is one of them caught by another tribe
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than he is slaughtered. The Waziris ave much under the influence of
the Syads of “Urmur”(?),* and one of the stories is, that a Waziri,
tired of going several miles on a pilgrimage to a place where a Syad had
been murdered, invited a Syad to his house, and killed him a fow yards
off, that he might have a * ziyarat,” or place of pilgrimage, without going
so far for it. Their ordinary warfave is by long shots, but if really
provoked they sometimes make desperate attacks. While passing their
country in a caravan, some of the merchants rode to a village of Waziris
from which they heard the men were absent; they returned with a few
camels, and hoasted they had speared some little boys in their motliers’
arms. The Waziri village sent some Daotanis to redeem tho camels;
the Lohanis agrecd, provided some camels they had formerly lost were
given up; no sooncr was this done by the Waziris, than the merchants
told them *“their wives were bad, and they should get no camels.” On
this the Waziris armed and fell on part of the caravan, and totally
destroyed the males of every age, carried away the camels and property,
leaving the women wntouched but disconsolatc in the pass. I wasin
Daman then with tho head ot the caravan, but heard it from some men
from the rear; tho breach of faith about the camels was only becausc
the Lohanis and Waziris have go many blood feuds that no fresh injury
can increase their ill-will, and no good faith could reconcile them. The
Waziris nover injure females nor take their jewels, but all males they
invariably kill. This is not & rule common to all Afghans, but made by
the Wagziris; and their enemies arc so fearful of driving them to ex~
tremities, that this rule is obgerved on both sides. Tven by their
cnemies, the Waziris are allowed to be very hospitable; a man who has
killed the brother of another, need only go to his house to be treated as
an honoured guest, and a little girl would serve for cscort through their
whole country. They stick closely to each othor, and their neighbours
constantly allow that they are famous for speaking truth and for their
courage; with all this they are habitnally robbers aiid murderers.

The daily observation that the Afghan virtues flourished chiefly in
the most barbarous tribes, and are compatible with atrocious crimes, first
convinced me that Pashtunwali was radically bad, and that tho Afghans
are in a very low state of civilisation. 'T'his is difficult at first to
conceive; so many instances constantly occur of individual intelligence
and good fecling. "These give hopes of their condition for the future,
Pt should not prevent a candid statement of what they are now,

The Waziris arc divided into three tribes—the Alizai, whose head is
Jangi Khan; the Balolzais of Nisrat Khan; and the Almadzais (these
must not be confounded with the Ahmadzais, Suliman Khel, who aro also
pastoral robbers) of Khan Iuhammad ; the principal are the Balolzais.
who cultivate the valley north-west of Kaniguram. Jangi Khan and

* « Urmur” or “ Umur.” The name is written thus in two MS. copies of the report
1 cannot find the name in Sir C. Macgregor’s book on Central Asia.—ED.
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Lis tribe are sometimes praised for their moderation ; the Ahmadzais ave
tho great robliers, and all migratory., An idea of their boldness may be
formed by the fact that last ycar they plundercd the fields of Tank
within view ot the Sikh garrison.

The Damtanis, pronounced “Daotani,” are a tribo of about 600
families, who inhabit the valley of Wana (a march north of Zarmelini),
and grow rice, wheat, and barley. They are a quiet tribe; their small
numbers oblige them to court both the Waziris and their enemies; they
are a usefnl means of communication between both parties. The
Waziris gave them Too and Spin, becauso the Lohanis were always
plundering them. Their agrienlture makes them a little richer than
tho Kharotis, but their habits are similar. The Firmullis ave a Tajik
tribe, whio live in a village at Urghun, cultivate their land, and bave
artisans,  They speale bad Persian.  Their employment is chiefly
smelting the iron of their hills, and sometimes carrying it to IKabul or
Kandahar; but the Kharotis arc the prineipal carriers of this iron by
Wazikhwah to Kandahar, and to Ghazni and Kabul. They do not buy
the iron, but simply lend their camels for Lire,

TraviNg Trisrs.

All the trading tribes are generally called Lohanis, but niove properly
those of Daman only. The Lohanis arc in fourtcen camps or *kilis”;
they averago 100 men cach, with women, children, and camels in pro-
portion. In summer they live in fine large “ghizhdis” tents of folt,
near Pannah and Karabagh; the men are partly away in Bokhara and
Samarkand trading, or buying and selling at Kabul; thoe women and
children, with a sufficient guard, live in the teats.  Iu autumn the tents
are stowed away in o friendly port, and men, women and children, and
animals go down the Gomal pass to Daman, bivouacking all the way;
they then pitch their sccond sct of tents, kept always in Daman., The
men go to Lahore and Benares by long marches, hoping to be hack before
April; some men stay of course to guard the familics and the camels.
In April they go up through the same pass to their old places in Pannih
and Karabagh.

Tho Nassirs are a much larger body, probably 5000 families. They
trado little, but possess large flocks and herds, the produco of which
gives them grain and clothing, They very seldom plunder; they leave
Daman in March when the Gomal is flooded, their reason is that their
sheep arc with young, and lainbs born in Daman are smaller and wealker
than those born in Khorassan; the flocks go by the Zawa pass, and join
the Gomal at Kundar; the herds go by the Gomal, cither waiting till
floods run off, or aveiding them by taking the routes I have mentioned.

The six camps of Kharotis follow the Nassirsin April, but before the
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Lohanis; their time of marching is the best of all, the river is not in
flood, and the heat is less,

Uhe Tohanis make part of their mavch in very hot weather; the
river is then low. Grass is found as high as the Killa Khavoti, green
and sweet; when I saw it, it was dry but still good. The Lohanis are
wealthy, and constantly attacked by the Waziris; these skirmishes
are generally at long shots, by which one or two men ave killed, but
sometimes the attacks are morve sericus, though in a small socicty
of relations, tho loss of even one or two is serious.

In the evening, camels ave often carried off from the hills where
they are grazing. "I'he drummer (an important person, and ecalled
a “musician”) beats a peculiar sharp roll, and all young men are
expected to go. The thieves drive the camels up the ravines, pricking
the beasts on with their swords; the merchants follow after. The
robber is seldom caught even if the booty is rescucd. If caught, and a
Wazird, he would e slaughtored. If a Suliman Khel, they would not
kill him for fear of another blood feud with a powerful tribe; Lut his
beard is anointed with ghee and set fire to in tho middle of the camp,
its crackling and blazing call forth shouts of langhter (hair burned off
in this manner is said never to grow); his eyebrows arc then shaved
off, and he is let go; sometimes a rongh clyster is administered by
setting the robber on his head and pouring water into his body till
his stomach is enormously distended. This punislment is held so
disgraceful, that a man scldom goes bome to be laughed at by the women,
bnt banishes himself for life to Bokhara or India.

The Lohanis, who boasted of killing Waziris when at a distance, no
sooner entered the dangorous country thaun they showed a most Iudicrous
terror.  Watchmen were shouting out the whole night that they were
very determined, and were not to be trified with, exhorting encmies to
keep away, and every man fired his gun (loaded with ball) in any
direction, to show he was awake. Wo saw little of the Waziris,
however, as they had already moved to the lower valleys, and had they
not been foolishly provoked, no part of the caravan would have suffered.

The camels of the caravans ave not in strings, but each is separately
driven ; good camels (even with heavy loads) go three miles an hour by
this method. The men Tun after the camels with heavy sticks, driving
them by blows, and giving decp bass shouts of “Ila! ha! ha!” The
women and children join their shrill voices in the cry.

The Lohanis show their wealth by braiding fhe hair of their children
with gold coins, and ornamenting their women with massive earrings,
and covering their horses with expensive trappings. Young brides arc
carried on. eushions of silk on the backs of camcls most gorgeously hung
with tassels, coins, and bells. The older married women (thongh
frequently greater favonrites) were balanced against cach other in
kajawahs ; on arriving at the ground they helped to unload the camels ;
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the girls drew water, and the men grazed the camels; the women seldom
scolded, and the men never, though they sometimes quarrelled and fought.
The horses (or rather mares) are peculiarly fine, generally 15 hands
high or upwards. Their arched crest, deep chests, and broad quarters
were like those of English horses. Their heads are small and well set on,
but the legs looked slight for the weight, though by all accounts they
seldom fail; the mares are kept for breeding, but the horses are sold for
high prices to Hindu Rajas. Order in those camps there is none.
Sometimes we intended to make a long march, when helf the number
changed their minds and halted half way, but when near the Waziris
they all agreed very well; the baggage keptin a tolerably close hody,
some horsemen were in front and some in rear; the young men, well
armed, scoured the hills in scarch of hares and deer, answering also for
flanking partics, yet a few robberies happened most unaccountably.

The trade of Khorassan is but little, about 4000 camel loads of the
karbiz or coarse Multan cloth and India chintz or Bahawwalpur lungis,
with a little sugar and spices, are all that come through the Gtomal Pass,
and I suspect this is about half the trade of the whole country. These
imports are not all nsed in Khorassan, part is carried to Bokhara, the
return being principally coin; and as the oxports to India are merely
fruit and a few horses, which do not equal the imports in value, the coin
from Bokhara cnables the balance to be paid in money. This is what 1
Leard from the merchants, but T must confess they had a wish to deceive
me if possible, as they suspected that inguiries would be followed by a
tax. The productions of the country are few. The pastoral tribes
merely make ghee, and sell wool, to procure grain for their own eating ;
and the settled Afghans only grow a surplus quantity of grain to barter
for ghee, &c. The Tajiks are the most enlightened and civilised.

In Urghun and Kaniguram, iron is worked very well, The ore is
broken to picces and burned in a charcoal furnace which is kept heated
by bellows made of whole goat-sking. The iron at last runs out in
rough pigs. These are heated again and slowly cooled, when they ave
worked into horse-shoes, gun-barrels, and swords, with which all the
castern part of the country is supplied. Iron is abundant enough, ut
without coal, or much more wood than they have even in the Suliman
range, they never can export it.  Lead is found in the Hazara hills necar
Band-i-Sultan.  Antimony in small quantities is procured at Tsivai
near Ghwalari. On a plant, called by the Afghans red “ tirkha,” some-
thing very like the cochineal insect is found, and salep misri* not so
good as the Persian, is spread all over the hills near Killa-i-Rakshi.
This small list includes, I think, all the principal produce of the
country.

The late political changes are, I belicve, favourable to Afghan trade.
The country will perhaps bo quieter, and the passes improved. The large

* So’Inbi misri, the root of a kind of orchis nsed as n restorative.—Tp,
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China and Thibet trade, which goes through Tartary to the Volga and
Nijni Novgorod (if the passes were rendored easier and safe, and & good
understanding kept up at Bokhara and Kunduz), might easily be
diverted to Kabul. The route being shorter, and our character for
justice at least as high as that of the Russians, Kabul would then become
the centre of the inland trade of Asia, for Indian goods could be casily
sent through the passes.

Then the Afghans, possessed of a fine broed of camels, and themselves
fond of a wandering life, might become the chicf carriers of this large
trade. But of any extensive traffic with the Afghans themselves I sec
no prospect for a long period. People to buy must have something to
sell, and the Afghans have almost nothing. It will require many ycars
of order and good government, and a total relinquishment of their
pastoral habits, before they can enter this field. In a report made by
me to the Military Board in April 1838, on a road in the Himalayas
near Mussoores, I was led to remark the possibility of our securing this
trade with Central Asia, by a good road, like that of the Simplomn, mado
over one of the passes to T'hibet; at that time there seemed no prospect
of our commanding so finely situated a mart as Kabul, and I take this
opportunity to renew the subject, when our cirecumstances are so much
more favourable,

DaMaR.

Daman is inhabited by Afghans and Jats; the latter are generally
called Belochis, tradition stating that they fled from Belochistan a few
hundred ycars ago; but their language, manner, and appearance arc
those of the Jats. I sce no reason to give them a different name. Com-
pared with the Afghuns, they struck me as a slighter race, with limbs
more rounded and voices not so deep. They enltivate the land belonging
to the Afghans, who often furnish the secd and everything but the
labour. They seldom carry arms, and if not positively oppressed arc
treated as an inferior race, With the climate of India they have most
of its customs. They assemwble in villages and towns round which are
wide spaces of cultivation; near the hills many sireams are used in
irrigating the land. When these are expended, their only trust is in
rain cultivation. The climate of Daman is very ot in summer, even
more s0 than Hindustan, but it is colder in winter: snow indeed never
falls, but ice is sometimes secn in the morning. Both tho rains of India
and the winter monsoon of Khorassan fall in Daman, and there are
occasional showers during the year; yet tho total rainfall is less than
that of India, and wvery precarious. The rain cultivation, thereforc,
sometimes makes a man rich, at other times poor. Consequently the
Afghans keep large flocks and herds, making themselves independent
of the rains. Like Kutch Gandava, the hill streams overflow in spring
aud cover the country with a thin sheet of water, which slowly running






