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Figure 5.51: Eddy Opelt’s gravestone, located near the southern edge of the eastern

portion of the cemetery.
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Figure 5.52: Joey Opelt’s gravestone, located immediately south of Eddy Opelt’s

marker, near the southern edge of the eastern portion of the cemetery.
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The Half-Breed Tract, established by the Treaty of Prairie du Chien in 1830, set
aside nearly 140,000 acres land for individuals of mixed Native American and Euro-
American ancestry, many of whom were ostracized by both indigenous and Euro-
American communities (Waters 2004:573). The territory stretched from the Missouri
River west between the Big Nemaha and Little Nemaha Rivers (Waters 2004:573).
Settlement began in 1860 but, by the 1870s, much of the land was in the hands of Euro-
Americans (Waters 2004:573-574).

The location of the Barada family burial plot on the far western edge of the
cemetery, today beneath overgrown bushes and the chain link fence that encloses Walnut
Grove is intriguing, and one may interpret that as an example of informal, perhaps
economic, segregation, but the sample size is again too small to draw concrete
conclusions (Figure 5.53). Other Native American individuals may have been interred in
unmarked burials or burials that are no longer marked, in family plots on private land, or
in other cemeteries, as the village of Barada, like many surrounding settlements, has its
own cemetery. Furthermore, to assume that Native Americans, even those of mixed race
who were excluded from living within indigenous communities, employed Euro-
American burial practices during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is a

tenuous assumption.
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Figure 5.53: The Barada family plot, pressed up against the western boundary of the

cemetery.

There are clearly not enough marked burials of individuals of known racial
minority status in Brownville to determine whether or not informal racial segregation
exists in Walnut Grove. Several probable unmarked graves exist along edges of cemetery,
particularly in the eastern half of the cemetery, and it is possible that these unmarked
graves represent any number of individuals: racial minorities, individuals of low
economic status, or individuals of any economic status whose gravestones have simply

been destroyed or lost over time. While further intensive research into the 619
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gravestones marking burials of individuals of unidentified race could yield a few
additional results, it is doubtful that this will result in the identification of enough
African-Americans or Native Americans to change the interpretations. Thus, the majority
of individuals of African-American or Native American descent were most likely buried
in one of two types of locations: either in (currently) unmarked graves within Walnut
Grove or, more likely, in private burial grounds on farmsteads or in nearby villages, such
as Barada, or, perhaps in the case of Native Americans, were laid to rest by a method
other than interment.

While frustrating, the invisibility of the ethnic and racial minorities in
Brownville’s deathscape is not particularly surprising. Often, individuals who have or are
perceived as having subordinate social identities become lost in the historical record.
Valerie Purdie-Vaughns and Richard P. Eibach (2008:1,4) have outlined a “model of
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‘intersectional invisibility,”” which states that persons with “subordinate-group
identities,” whether racial, gendered, sexual, or economic class, tend to be excluded from
the historical record. This effect can be accentuated when a person has multiple
subordinate social identities, such as ethnic minority women (2008:1). Kelly Coogan-
Gehr (2011:96) has pointed out, however, that some African-American women are
simultaneously invisible and “hypervisible” in their communities. Almeda Greene and
her daughter, Harriette, both worked as domestic servants for prominent white families in
the area, including the Aldrichs and the Coryells (Kennedy 2001:14) (Figure 5.54). Thus,
the invisibility of Brownville’s minority populations, with the exception of a few

prominent families (the Greenes, the Opelts, and the Baradas), is not unusual, though it is

disappointing. Additional research may be able to trace the histories of these and other
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