





Baird’s Sparrow (Ammodramus bairdin):
An uncommon and local nesting species of lightly to moderately grazed upland
native prairie adjacent to wooded draws. No Baird’s sparrows occupied wooded
vegetation.

Grasshopper Spattow (Ammodramus savannarumnt):
A fairly common nesting species of lightly to moderately grazed upland native
prairie adjacent to wooded draws. No grasshopper sparrows were recorded in
wooded vegetation.

Chestnut-collated Longspur (Calearius ornatus):
A fairly common, although locally occutring, nesting species of moderately to
heavily grazed upland native prairie adjacent to wooded draws. No chestnut-
collared longspurs were recorded in wooded vegetation.

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus):
An uncommon and local nesting species of lightly grazed upland native prairie
adjacent to wooded draws. No bobolinks wete recorded in wooded vegeration.

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoenicens):
A fairly common nesting species of upland and wet habicats associated with wood-
ed draws. Red-winged blackbirds were recotded from four wooded draws cen-
sused. Although this species is common throughout much of the study area
(Stewart 1975), 1t appears that wooded draws provide less than optimal nesting
habitat for red-winged blackbirds.

Western Meadowlark (Stwrnella neglecia):
A commeon and well-distributed nesting species throughout the study area.
Western meadowlarks were found occupying native prame cropland, and sum-
mer fallow fields adjacent to wooded draws. One singing male was trecorded in
a wooded draw near Zap, Mercer County. This bird was probably using the wood-
ed vegetation for a song perch at the edge of its territory, rather than occupying
the draw for nesting.

Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula):

An uncommon and local nesting species of wooded draws in the castern half
of the study area. The highest breeding density recorded was 50 prs/km?*. Com-
mon grackles were recorded breeding in 7% of the wooded draws censused.

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molo#hrus ater):

An abundant and well-distributed nesting species throughout the study area.
The highest breeding density (150 females/km?) was recorded from two draws
in northern Mercer County. No particular vegetation was consistently assoctated
with brown-headed cowbird habitat. This species was recorded in 90% of the
wooded draws censused.

Orchard Oriole (leterus spurius):

An uncommeon and local nesting species occurring with greatest frequency in
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the eastern half of the study area. The highest breeding density recorded was
50 prs/km®. Orchard orioles were usually associated with young growth wooded
draws. This species was recorded in 7% of the wooded draws censused.

Northern Qriole (Icterus galbula):

An uncommon and local nesting species of wooded draws in the eastern half
of the study area. The highest breeding density recorded was 50 prs/km?. Most
northern orioles were associated with the lower reaches of wooded draws which
supported mature trees. Vegetation most frequently associated with northern
otiole habitat included low density of trees, high basal area, high percentage
canopy covet, and low shrub density. All northern orioles observed were of the
Baltimore subspecies.

FAMILY FRINGILLIDAE
Pine Siskin (Spinus prnus):
One pine siskin was recorded in a McKenzie County wooded draw on 3 June.

This was probably a bird that nested in an adjacent area, because there were
no additional observations in the wooded draw where this bird was recorded.

Ametican Goldfinch (Spzmus sristis):;

An abundant and well-distributed nesting species throughout the study area.
The highest breeding density (117 prs/km?) was recorded from a wooded draw
near Cussick Springs, Williams County. Their largest numbers were associated
with young growth wooded vegetation. American goldfinches were recorded from
80% of the wooded draws censused.
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