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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ZOOLOGISTS 

ON THE NOTION THAT INSECTIVORY IS A 
SPECIALIZED CONDITION. P a t r i c i a  W. 
Freeman. F ie ld  Museum of Natural History 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  

Insect ivory a s  a special ized feed- 
ing condition i n  mammals has not been 
explored a s  has been carnivory or  her- 
bivory. Insect-feeding, non-edentate 
mammals have dilambdodont t e e t h  and 
modifications i n  t h e  craniomandibular 
j o i n t  which d i s t inguish  them from o ther  
mammals such a s  carnivores ,  herbivores, 
and omnivores. Variat ion i n  a family of 
insect ivorous b a t s ,  Molossidae, can be 
likened func t iona l ly  t o  t h e  k ine t ic -  
i n e r t i a l  and s ta t i c -pressure  jaw systems 
noted i n  r h i p i d i s t i a n s ,  amphibians, and 
r e p t i l e s .  Food d a t a  show t h a t  t h e  ba t s  
with t h e  k i n e t i c - i n e r t i a l  system e a t  
moths and ones with t h e  s ta t i c -pressure  
system e a t  bee t les .  Not only do these  
insect ivorous mammals e a t  i n s e c t s ,  they 
a l s o  a r e  modified t o  e a t  only c e r t a i n  
types of insec t s .  
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