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Symposium 1998:
Exploring New York

The Textile Society of America’s
next biennial symposium is intended as
an exploration not only of its theme but
also of the rich textile resources of its
host city, New York.

“Creating Textiles: Makers, Meth-

Markets” will take place Sep-
tember 24 to 26, 1998. Juried papers will
be delivered at the host institution, the
Fashion Institute of Technology, and at
a variety of sites where research will be
illustrated by actual objects. The Call
for Papers being distributed now (and to
be published in the Summer Bibliogra-
phy Newsletter) gives details on parti-
cipation in this new site-seminar aspect
of the symposium.

Beginning with this issue, the
Newsletter will profile some of the
institutions that have agreed to welcome
scholars wishing to present papers on
their premises.
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Rita Adrosko, content coordinator
of the 1996 TSA Symposium

Christa C. Maver Thurman, site coordinatol
and Louise W. Mackie, TSA President

Two Smithsonian Institutions in New York

Cooper-Hewitt,

National Design Museum

By Milton Sonday

The museum popularly called the Cooper-Hewiltt, officially
known as the Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum,
Smithsonian Institution, began in 1897 as the Cooper Union
Museum for the Arts of Decoration. Its founders were the
Misses Sarah and Elinor Hewitt, whose grandfather, Peter
Cooper, had founded the Cooper Union School in 1859. He
had envisioned a museum as part of the tuition-free school for
the arts, technologies and sciences, which is still located
downtown at Eighth Street and Third Avenue.

The Hewitt Sisters installed their museum for the
women's arts school on part of the Union's fourth floor. As it

Continued on page 4....

National Museum

of the American Indian
By Kathleen E. Ash-Milby

The National Museum of the American Indian (NMAT),
Smithsonian Institution, was established by an Act of
Congress in 1989, and became home in 1990 to the collection
of the former Museum of the American Indian--Heye
Foundation.

NMAI's extensive collection, which comprises over one
million objects, began in the 1890s as the personal hobby of
wealthy New Yorker George Gustav Heye. The heir to an oil
industry fortune, Heye spent decades amassing an encyclope-
dic scope of materials. In addition to his own collecting trips,
Heye financed archaeological and ethnographic expeditions
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