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THE ARIZONA STATE MUSEUM:

Textiles in Tucson!

by Diane Dittemore, Ann Lane
Hedlund, Michael Jacobs, Nancy

Odegaard, and Lynn Teague

HILE Navajo blan

kets and rugs readily

grab people’s atten-
tion as symbols of the Ameri-
can Southwest, the Arizona
State Museum in Tucson stands
to deepen the public’s under-
standing of southwestern tex
tile traditions through its broad
collections and programs.

Currently, an exhibition
focuses on prehistoric sandals,
intricately interlaced, twined
and wrapped with yucca
cordage and other plant mate-
rials. A museum catalogue,
titled “The Material World of
the Tarahumara,” addresses
the weaving traditions of
northwestern Mexico, some
times called “The Other
Southwest.” And a long-term
exhibition includes a full-scale
diorama that depicts a con-
temporary Navajo extended
family spinning and weaving,
surrounded by the modern
trappings of everyday life
The oldest anthropological

museum in the Southwest,
Arizona State Museum was
founded in 18093, Its collections
are recognized internationally
by scholars and native arts

aficionados.

Detail of cotton interlinked fabric of
the “Tonto Shirt" (shown in inset)
from the Tonto-Roosevelt Basin in
Central Arizona. Photo by Helga
Teiwes. All photos courtesy Arizona
State Museum.

Holdings include more
than 100,000 artifacts from
excavations that shed light on
the prehistoric Hohokam,
Mogollon and Anasazi cultures
of Arizona, New Mexico,
Colorado and Utah. Approxi-
mately 1,700 of these items
are fabrics, sandals and other
perishables. In addition, more
than 26,000 ethnographic
objects, including almost 3,500
textiles, document the life-

ways of historic and living
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mately one-half hail from the
Southwest, and include collec-
tions from the Tohono and
Akimel O’'odham, Yuman,
Southern Paiute, Pai, Apache,
Navajo and Pueblo communi
ties in the U.S. and the Seri,
Tarahumara, Tepehuan and
Mayo territories of Mexico
The material culture of Yaqui

and Piman peoples from

itinued on page two




