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American Tapestry Alliance

HE AMERICAN TAPESTRY

ALLIANCE is committed

to uniting tapestry
weavers and designers in
order to promote an aware-
ness and appreciation of
American tapestry. It sponsors
conferences and workshops,
coordinates national biennial
juried tapestry exhibits that
showcase the finest American
made tapestries, and encour
ages the collection of this art
form by both corporate and
private collectors and interior

designers.

Tapestry Evolution
Although much respected and
sought-after in Europe as fine
art, tapestry has only recently
found unique individual
expression and an enthusiastic
public following in the United
States. Earliest evidence of
tapestry weaving comes from
the royal tombs of Egypt, the
island of Cyprus, and central
Germany near the river Elbe,
with dates ranging from 6000
to 1900 BCE. The Medieval
and Gothic periods comprise

the £ lden era when tapesiry

Elan Vital Series #3: Breakthrough.
Handwoven tapestry by Jjoanna
Foslien, 42.5" x 53".

design and weaving were
regarded as the highest order
of artistic perfection. Designs
of prominent artists were
translated into tapestries by
teams of skilled weavers, who
usually had no emotional
investment in the image or
idea. Twentieth century tapes
try guidelines for design broke
away from the tradition of pic
torial tapestries and sought to
combine the visions of the
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