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N Digital Archives: Electronic Publishing in the 21st Century

Sara Duke The Walt Whitman Archive www.whitmanarchive.org

Walt Whitman’s Short Fiction
“The Half-Breed”

88 - <head rend="right" "sub">0riginal Novelette.<note e="editorial"” “wwa" L .
- P - — -~ - - - . P - - » . ‘n] u — 89 This tale is unique among Whitman's fiction because it is longer than all his other fiction works except for his temperance novel <ref "per.09267"><hi "italic">Franklin Evans; or, the Inebriate. A
» 'Dm - -~ v/ > ) Tale of the Times</hi></ref>. This novelette
» . . _ was originally published in <hi “italic">The Aristidean</hi> in March 1845 under the title of "<ref "per.00336">Arrow-Tip</ref>." Some of Whitman's revisions to the language of the story for u , , ,
_ wi ' - .
:

. - -~ . publication in the <hi “italic">Eagle</hi> are listed in our footnotes to “"Arrow-Tip." For a complete list of revisions to the language of <hi r« “italic">The Aristidean</hi> version of the novella made by Whitman for
AND KINGS COUNTY DEMOCRATY.
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(n). A length of film containing microphotographs of a

91 publication in the <hi r "italic">Eagle</hi>, see Thomas L. Brasher, ed., <hi 1 "italic">The Collected Writings of Walt Whitman: The

- 92 Early Poems and the Fiction </hi> (New York: New York University Press, 1963), 257%#8211;291. For the publication history of Whitman's novella, see “"<ref n n n n ']
- o "http://www.whitmanarchive.org/published/fiction/anc.©2@98.html">About 'Arr ip</ref>."'"</note></head>
. — 93 <head rend="center" e="main-authorial"><hi nd="bold">THE HALF-BREED;</hi></head>
- —— _—
| - N el o - 94 <head "center" "sub">A TALE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER.<note tyv "editorial” “wwa' “nZ"> A poem that has been attributed to Walt Whitman, titled “<ref
- --—w
* "http://www.whitmanarchive.org/published/periodical/poems/per.@2201.html">The Play-Ground</ref>" and signed "W.," appears on the same page just before this installment in the <hi r« "italic">Brooklyn Eagle</hi>. u
mm m m Thomas L. Brasher notes that "the first installment of the tale initiated the literary page of the <hi "italic">Eagle</hi>, thereafter a daily feature"” (<hi nd="italic">The Collected Writings of Walt Whitman: The Early
Poems and the Fiction</hi> [New York: New York University Press, 1963], 257nl).</note></head>
n n n n ‘“* ‘” o e ‘*‘.*.. - e 95 <milestone "undeclared" “horbar-short-center"/> | | | | | | | | | | | | |
) 96 <byline><hi rend="smallcaps">BY A BROOKLYNITE.</hi></byline>
' —_— e . - S v - by vy v e A e g 97 <milestone "undeclared"” "horbar-short-center"/> —
—— . — Y - W e s e e o e e \ S b
il et L 9w <divl “chapter” "hb_ch1">
— . A e s —— T b o Pe B - ™ 10¢ <head “center" "sub"><hi "italic">Chapter I.</hi></head>
101
] ] o " b -. e P S ._’ m 4 = - 102 - <p>Loudly rang merry peals of laughter from a group of children, of almost every age and size, as they emerged, one afternoon, through the door of the rude log school-house, in the little town of Warren, a place ] [ ] [ ] |
Wi R sl e A " de ~V..‘ A et~ - — 103 situated on one of the upper branches of the Mississippi. Less than seven years previously, the site on which the dwellings of the Warrenites now stood, had been a tangled forest, roamed by the savage in pursuit of
p‘ 104 ame. An adventurous settler purchased a few hundred acres there, and with some companions, took up his abode, and gave it the name I have mentioned. The place numbered nearly three hundred inhabitants.
W | — - — ‘%-h-“-ﬁ- 105 g/p ’ Y
Aol B g oy A Sy —— - i o . g, P .
106
, -t Al 8w ey - Py N e “..u“.mh 107 - <p>Loudly rang the laugh of the liberated children. Master Caleb, the teacher, stood in the door of his school-house, and gazed with a cheerful smile upon their noisy merriment. He was a pale young man, from the
b b e .- ’* -..M . ——— 108 East&#8212;and, because that his strength did not allow him to engage in the heavy labours of his comrades, (for in the West, all men are comrades) he gladly accepted an offer from the fathers of the village to take .
n ] ] 109 charge of the education of the small people.
o -d :w.bw‘ﬁm-.h*“*d-‘““ 110 </p>
— — oy et s - W p— » 111
I IV I I X 'M"ﬂ.“w-*!i—- o . — 112 -
I B s el B o B B e e e 13 </p>
‘ - 114
?~ ‘*d’ '~0 “‘ﬂ e waen, ol 115 - <p>"But Bill!" said a larger and more sedate looking youth, addressing the elf, "Bill! be quiet, and do n’'t act so foolish. Can't you see Mr. Caleb is looking at you? O O O O
[ ] [ ] e - -~ . et .- s e = 116 </p>
|
e — s TR ey e gy el
[ " 118 - <p>"Well," rejoined the other, "what if he&# 25"
aCCOUI lt IOI IUI tI lel edltll Ig bl o WASVER A%y 1 Te- ’ ]
i B . —— 12
g Y ‘;'.“ o AT N L uUTT, p— ~'-~~.‘~ — " : :; ’ 121 -+ <p>The sentence which the exuberant child was about to utter was cut short suddenly, by a loud shout from seven or eight of his companions.
fan - Vet . . * o e B i — 122 </p>
.u.-‘..- - i bs § 0y A TR0 o0 gui b S - .'.‘m“" :""':. 123 U U D U
u..“..—~.-0‘ - - e - - - 124 - <p>"Boddo! Boddo!" they cried, "Boddo is coming!" And they pointed with their mischievous fingers, to a turn in the road, at about ten rods distance, where a figure was seen slowly walking, or rather limping, towards
- . ™ e B4 - Y g Y g g Y 9 9
Mﬁqb-ﬂ.-d Tl se b bgdw S ®a . o4 | onaty 123 them.
il b ool e Lol S T R P e s & e e e v ) )
—
L .~~~ e R ““ A " T - e 128 » <p>More than half the party started off on a gallop, and in a few moments they were at the side of him who had attracted their attention. Boddo, as the youngsters called him&#3212:and that was the name he went by all
T 1™ PO RN ~.’--h P By e . B - " 129 over the settlemen £212:appeared to be a man of about seven-and-twenty years of age. He was deformed in body&#8217:his back being mounted with a mighty hunch, and his long neck bent forward, in a peculiar and
| A LI LAl -

130 disagreeable manner. In height he was hardly taller than the smallest of the children who clustered tormentingly around him.&#8212:His face was the index to many bad passions&#3212:which were only limited in the degree

- u | | u n [ ]
-.... - :.‘“'- 131 of their evil, because his intellect itself was not very bright; though the sedulous care of some one had taught him even more than the ordinary branches of education. Among the most powerful of his bad points was a
malignant peevishness, dwelling on every feature of his countenance. Perhaps it was this latter trait which caused the wild boys of the place ever to take great comfort in making him the subject of their vagaries. The
.-.‘.-‘J 133 gazer would have been at some doubt whether to class this strange and hideous creature with the race of Red Men or White&# 2:for he was a half-breed, his mother an Indian squaw, and his father some unknown member of

134 the race of the settlers.
</p>
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<p>"Why, Boddo," said the elf, Bill, "how-d'e-do? You lovely creature, I hav'nt seen you for a week!"

,« o wd

3 1 - e g, o | 138 </p>
d y ’ F Prd T b o B N v - —— - o - by . 2
’ 5 : » —— m— 139
. 4 S i ¢ ! .
. AND KINGS co‘u H-TY DMQ)CI;AT i ““ ~ Rl - — L AT e N At AT 140 - <p>And the provoking boy took the hunchback's hand, and shook it as heartily as if they had been old friends forever. Boddo scowled, but it was of no avail. He was in the power of the lawless ones, and could not escape
' : . el Al . ' L [ ' | v—_r—— 141 </p>
. } . - —e e - — ) P
’ -~ - e e . —
S . e el [P P e e [a—— Aol AT e ma & - — a2
) - ver-adve elnd v .o .l‘\‘ e ~- —— - — ....:.:.-..:... 143 - <p>"What's the price of soap, Boddo?" said another urchin, pointing to the filthy hands and face of the Indian. And they all laughed merrily.
BROOKLYN, WEDNESDAY. JUNE 3, 184G, s NINE CENTS PER WEEK. o Bl of o wag wm T, ww_ wn . R g o b St = bzl Boddc
— e P T——— t— 3 )
et - -~ - . i
boy, “ come to my window, which opens eu the riv- $) N =, | 146 " e . . £- . . . . foi . - 1& 5 < RH#B212 - "
e, and et to ma” A -m‘elhﬂ. — “‘N’:'::ﬂ:\:‘ . r|fg Inourance. N Bmapar\ua. > ‘_‘. e A e '-.‘ - perae s A 147v zl;;)DEVIIS» exclaimed the passionate half-breed, making an impotent attempt at blows, which they easily foiled; "why do you pester me? Go! 2:go away&#8212:or I shall turn upon you. Submit
] 8 M RN i NCR o ™ - P | - ———
eyt e e | 0 OB TS 08 0 LR | WKLY PR o || AN S S | [T y e b s oot T | Sy o et . ot 0 oy & 0 e 5 - WHITMAN ARCHIVE
. mw{ rwoven Junctoa Avenue, - ? o : N N : : : :
. "ﬁ"““"m. v the weat side of Gowanus Bay, Aa eligible mwmummnmmh. LML mpowered by At of Pertment R0 e Qe Bevion, .nu-‘n-.a_ 4 ”HP-- § B e A n s wad W Aa - - L' Ll s dac v q s - - | & . 149 - <p>"0, Boddo! dear Boddo! do not let your sweet temper rise!" said little Bill, and he patted the Indian on his head, as a man would do to a child. -
hagobflos, adsringin doc, ad mighty bear | 5 5 i e Tl WL Ve o -c‘;:nh:-n-—_u. . Capisal, £396}000 Dreritng: ol i e ey e " - .~ P Ay o 3>70» Boddo! dear, Boddo! do T C D T E Advanced Ssearan Edit Vocabulary
n:;-'n,m o before dayBght, Mo | ey ‘:Ya-uu: ﬁ:‘:'.:t“.‘.'.‘::‘.:'::*.':”“"‘:'"““""" . puaneToas :'“"-::7-' o e & B S asl g 48 Sl by *,‘.’*—"—u'ﬂ' ren 1 RACKING ATABAS
8 some o e, LAMIE MURRAY, Keg. . erndicates dleonts. - ; ; i i i i i
ity with § or 10 Jots | of the compan -....--..w.,...mm.. 3. Blliotaon, M u.v.n‘.:.“in -'1"»2 ::.« 3 h"-“"m" o~ . ot o - .‘ W - ..‘_ m.-&u-—v\ - W B —— g — R W e e W LR A 152 - <p>Boddo glanced <hi t "italic">up</hi> to him with an expression of hate which might have appalled any but the heedless one on whom he gazed. He turned round and round, like a wild beast in the toils; but wherever
pushed open, a mmall, swinging door, and stood a fow oot waior, a4 Uhe | VAR 1n July fast, the bosses by Uhat calamity being IR | Jhn Grtith Firch, . | Coomment Tater pody. [l o ] —— p>Boddo ) P d ; i ; s
tminutes gazing over the river, ia the direction of his \ % M e oot g | & -nlrmum-h*mm“h‘nh‘m‘ Hwnter Gonkon, Bay, m“_._:&‘ “mu:;‘::g:m o an Unpure state o Doy Phmr, e ot bt ot s bl o - A e e S e o Y S S gl Sl & — 153 he cast his look, he saw nothing but villainous little fingers extended, and roguish eyes flashing. The poor fellow was indeed sadly beset, and was rapidly working himself up to a pitch of rage, which might have cost
distant tribe. His thoughts were with them—with | tabishment. .—,""* MM‘W T‘: Nichotas K. Van Brust, ..,‘“,,_m‘h_,l;:““mwh.m'l.l '-3‘-:-:'&".'.“.2'&2.‘.. l.u:u.:n — gy Wy “. Sonw 4 ¢ Gaaies S oot s & i ST .'u“*._ PP P—— d d 154 some of the thoughtless crew a broken head. At this moment, the tall boy who had reproved Bill in front of the school-house, came up, and, beholding the plight of the tormented one, offered his gentle interference. Wh.tm Ar h. - t Add
i rother, whou ho expected to vt him that dy, P Gr] T e e Ei T el T o~ 155 </p> 1 an cinive jec
» y : L, 1 Bk L Reddlng, lotwoa, M1, T R. & peacunced iwcursble. We have the TN o T e s e ~ .- FRANNE W@ BiWE.AG PN peTeins SRS e - g
(the Deer had his abade at a diswaatled hut in tho | bowo situaigd 0a the m‘,,:‘::‘;:; [y BT "'"‘“"'-‘V'nmmmmnﬂ jont=da Ggs W Samete & . - ) e 20
o | Beighbourhood of the village,) and with his far off Vot from Myt avenuo B 1 Abeuhun Van Ny, Henry ¢ Murphy, . i e e e P gaewae of s e I S S . S e e e e g e e - AR W P oy Ty Y 157 & <p>"Boys! boys!" he cried, let us bother this poor friend of ours any more. Come, now, are you not willing that he should go?" h 1 Ar h Ob t I f t
friends. g it . R Wama ks, Wt Wb g, vk 4 8 m.‘_ Wo W fefet 10 thass th b P stued B ¢ 5 ‘d a o . -~ '™ '™ e Ly .n 158 </p> iiman cnive je niormation
ADVERTISING INSIDE. OF & sodden;, whilo his gazo was thus fixed, ho | by 100 et - Sevetis s mout ot o e b ooy o | 88 e, Yol 1, Bt P A '“"“"‘L‘.',‘:'.‘:‘} e & 0n Wietaig ":\'-'3‘-,%'«?'%--'-‘ . " a ™ .'~ - .. " & @' el ut .“. l e | 159
When' o o, the | eaw a figure atealthily stepping, ot rather crawling, :‘;“‘m‘&‘ﬁﬁi‘:;.l’f‘ﬁm&“:am N . .\:‘:‘f.ummt Prasident. Messrs. Sutton, Bwens, Owimanney & Prudence. No flud ¢ mediclo .‘..".T?':..m fls - ~ . o Banbint ey Yl et ‘ et ettt .- 160 - <p>He paused, and it was plainly a doubtful case, whether his mediation would be successful. The boys had just come from a three-hours' confinement to their lessons, and they felt disposed for any thing in the shape of Archive ID [per.00354 | * must be unique
ue, Immodinely proceding the goneral advertisoments, | through the farm-yard, towand the blilding nsed by | LEXLIE 35 Pulbia snwt. liwayn i T o 00 the ireetors, will atiend datty P. Porguron Camivns, By, peatly tewemibles the gasiri juice or sliva | AT i . el - - 161 mirth. So, like a prudent arbiter, Quincy Thorne, the tall lad, offered a kind of compromise between both difficulties:
h.’y-mmm-mm—. ‘Thorne for a“gramary. His sight convinced him Thia peogerty -ul-e.:ml:::émnlu"l]l-."h . N whyiif L By w“-:“.:“"'ﬁ\u e of P » - -n § e 163 i
Iasert'ns.81 3 | 1 moath....§ 4 00 N i TN I whow may purhose the sl e R Y—y " the Un twarica, Togimikg of Serpartia. 1t pualively cston L) teetia - </p> - - —
| §zm‘;31:? .n‘-' that it was noue-of his host's faily; the figure was | 253 T LI T S oy 1k o, wih s | g .:;;'— 5 AR AR N W s e ook .‘.‘&“::R’.‘.‘.:‘:‘.:J&:‘.‘:;..‘mﬂ oy A Ny S |l S e P S e oheh Nl hsa Tvmat o c ° ! :: 163 Title (The Half-Breed [The Brooklyn Daily Eagle and King's County Democrat, June 1, 1846] )
weeks... i 14 basement. sul , and 10 Fuows 1a roar, situsto o NC&H 00 i e Andieal o » P y ¥ : A
1 e 183 o 320(6 do. 160 n‘“ﬁmu m:&mwumn‘;mﬁh“ﬂ‘ﬂ he i of ot i Livingotoa s, ek, 1 n e} 300,900 Batlae. 1 \l‘_.'-’fﬁ‘i":.....‘"".‘{‘.\.\,.an.m ot m.':::‘,:,:‘;,‘,',,‘f;'::“:,‘"‘:qf e, . 0 w0 s iy | - — ‘-.-.".ﬁ E : lome 164 < <p>"I'1l tell you what!" said he, "Boddo shall say all about where he has been this afternoon, and what after; for I see he is just returned from a long tramp&#821Z;and then we'll let him go. Hey, boys?"
YEARLY ADVERTISING, , 887 of the youngee m"‘““‘m o el e e R Ao | VAN Bl ey s i, S AR Monacn LRl Pt |y b iae bamans o e s ot R B e e L e e - 4 1 I | . 165 </p> EAD Link | )
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advertisements 3ot accompanled with writien " : ° - o ok prdueed ek w T bt d o P B, B A R e R e e . : . 4 169
T Dot with respecting his own integrity. Tho Indian slently | {1 Cubrm vk Tomatsa et i S, o i Ariwghetioingtarye nking W | |
‘.‘:::I-—-‘_.mﬂ“._-“ ..,.u: drow back into (he'shadow and watched the ﬁgmy_ “.:.‘r‘:‘.':".l"l‘tt};““f;‘.':'“:::ﬁ‘.f“i';:‘e m‘.\ . the Ao ol New 3wk hethet e whede e of 1 ({1 :‘::‘.m',:‘i“m&‘&w‘_‘:":.‘;”:"}“"," it Bty g, vt & w v e . -~‘--~~‘ - — ~ e ? Jek .‘0 - 170 - <p>And the hunchback, garrulous by nature and glad no doubt, to be let off thus easily, at once commenced his recital Z:;which we shall take the liberty, however, for our readers' sake, of giving in our own style: Notes |Firstinstallment.
cnlagly- 1 Like  iief, i di ) . 21 Cornail's prvecey & oo w <) A b revely | s the bkt bl appea i . . oy Suey s 171 /
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BROOKLYN WEEKLY EAGLE, | onea Aﬂwmpunhdy‘m,mmdm'hm 2 HOUNE AND SToRE T0 Liroe |l ¥ ey, L, b e, the 1 b sl koot | ") e e i e R bt 1t | e S A “C-r- - ’."_'*-* s Bt | - &2 L. .‘Os 173 - <p>"You know," said he, "of Peter Brown, the blacksmith's marriage, which is to take place soon. Well, even this could not be managed, it seems, without the help of Boddo. A marriage needs a priest :and hereabouts ﬁ?‘pé;il:;(ﬁe‘ /i /50242374/
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