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In 1721, James Anderson, a Scottish clergyman living in
London was commissioned by the Duke of Montagu to
write a history and handbook for the London grand
lodge of the Order of Free-Masons. In January 1723, this
work was published as seen here, under the title The
Constitutions of the Free-Masons.
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Anderson (1679-1739) was educated at Marischal College in
Aberdeen and received a Master of Arts degree in 1698. He was for
a time chaplain to an English nobleman, and then minister to
Presbyterian congregations in Glasshouse Street, London, 1709-1710,
Swallow Street, Westminster, 1710-1734, and finally Lisle Street,
1734-1739. His father was a leading member of the Mason’s lodge in
Aberdeen, and Anderson probably brought some knowledge of the
Scottish Rite to the London Grand Lodge, which he helped form in
1717 as a union of four previously existing separate lodges.

James Anderson



1st edition
London, 1723

frontispiece

(showing the Duke of
Montagu presenting the
new constitutions to the
incoming Grand Master,
the Duke of Wharton)
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1723 was also the year that 17-year-old Benjamin Franklin arrived in
Philadelphia, with a knowledge of printing and publishing learned during
his apprenticeship with his brother James Franklin, publisher of the New
England Courant, with whom he had quarreled and from whom he was
seeking escape. By 1728, Benjamin had formed his own printing business,
and by 1730 was its sole owner and proprietor. In January of 1731, Franklin
was admitted to the St. John's Lodge of Free-Masons; he became a junior
grand warden of the lodge in June of 1732, and Grand Master of Masons of
Pennsylvania in June of 1734.

In the May 16, 1734, edition of Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette, there
appeared an advertisement for the work we shall examine at greater length
here, advertised as “just published” and at a price of 2 shillings and 6 pence,
unbound, or bound at a price of 4 shillings.



THE

CONSTITUTIONS

OF THE

FREE-MASONS.

CONTAINING THE

Hiftory, Charges, Regulations, &c.
of that moft Ancient and Right
Wortfhipful FRATERNITY.

For the Ufe of the LODGES.
1 Ans
Q2
Ryt

LONDON Printedy Auno 5723,
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In 2005, I came across the work while looking in the Charles Evans
bibliography for works to include in a series of digital editions I had
started publishing, called “Electronic Texts in American Studies.”

In 2006, I published a new digital edition, as shown here:
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You may notice that the title page of the digital edition (and indeed, all
the pages) bears a certain graphic resemblance to Franklin’s edition.
This is no accident, and let me digress to explain why.

I had previously prepared and published a digital edition of John
Eliot’s Christian Commonwealth, which had a 20-page preface set in all
italic type. I was frustrated by the typographical options available
because, compared to the original edition of 1659, the modern italic
fonts were 1) wimpy, and 2) rather more oblique than truly italic.

For example, look at a rather important phrase, occurring often in
Eliot’s intoduction:



Modern vs. period fonts

Jefus Chrift

Jesus Christ Times New Roman
Jesus Christ Palatino

Jesus Christ Caslon

Jesus Christ Garamond

The modern faces
lacked the crossed
“T” and other
features, and they
paled in
comparison to the
17th-century
versions. The
modern fonts
simply lacked the
impact; they
whispered and
apologized rather

than coming out
bold and proud.



I spent many hours over several days online searching for fonts that
would carry the weight and impact, without being fussy, ornate, or
artificially roughed-up. Then, at last, I found this site: Igino Marini’s
Fell Types. John Fell was the late 17th-century Bishop of Oxford and
early proprietor of what eventually became Oxford University
Press. Marini (an Italian engineer and typophile) had selected and
digitized a number of typefaces from printed samples, and had
posted them on his website, free to the world to download and use.

Fefus Chrift IM Fell Pica
?éﬁu Chr ?ﬁl IM Fell English
:76‘/%5 Cb?’?ﬂ IM Fell Great Primer



Hi(r ME AHISTORY  THE FONTS JOURHNAL & NEWS Index

http:/ /iginomarini.com/fell/

Igino Marini's digitization of
the 17th-century Fell typefaces

Home
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The Fell Types took thelr name from John Fell, a
Fishop of Oxgord in the seventeenth-centiry. Not
only ke created an unique collection of printing
types but e started one of the most important
adventures in the history of typography. Fou will
find here a non-exhaustive history and a modern
digitalization of some of then.



ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW
XYZA(Eabcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyza
BcDEFGHITKLMNoPaorsTuvwxyz{Hhfithf{t
AU ABCDEFGCHI FKLMN
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"Pica," cut by Peter de Walpergen, acquired by Bishop Fell in 1692
(digital TrueType and Open Type fonts created by Igino Marini)
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Ornaments, cut by Robert Granjon, late 17th century.



An additional advantage to the Marini-Fell types was their relative
weight or “color.” Most modern typefaces were designed for
phototypesetting, in which the letters are printed on reproduction-
quality paper, photographed to make negatives, which are used to
make printing plates, which collect ink, transfer it to the offset
“blanket”, and then to paper. At each of these stages the letterforms
swell slightly, so the original letters are cut especially light and thin,
to allow for the growth through the process. However, when these
same fonts are used for digital editions, seen onscreen against a
backlit background, and without all the intervening growth stages,
they are relatively light or wimpy, and lack the proper weight or
heft to give the page its proper “color.” Marini’s Fell types, having
been digitized from printed examples, have the necessary thickness

to stand out in an onscreen setting.



Digital edition: Layout & Design

Not a facsimile edition
Adjust original size ( 5.75" x 8") to half-letter (5.5 x 8.5")

Set to produce 92 pages, as in original, but not to match

exact line or page breaks
PDF’ed as spreads to preserve recto/verso layouts
Preserve marginal notes, display capitalization

Reproduce or recreate ornaments, headpieces, and

decorations



1734 edition
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CONSTITUTION,
Hiftory, Laws, Charges, Orders,
Regulations, and Ufages,
OF THE
Right Worfhipful FRATERNITY
OF ACCEPTED

Free-Mafons;

Colleted from their general R ECO R D S, and
their faithful TR ADITIONS of many
Ages.

TO BE READ

At the Admiffion of a NEW BROTHER, whes
the Mafter or Warden fbull begin, or order fome ather

 Brother to read as follows :

%*ﬂ** HEIE D A M, our firft Parent, created after the
1%%%:{ Image of God, the great Architet of the
199 A& & Univerfe, muft have had the Liberal
% Sciences, particularly Geometry, written Ve of

a

¥
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IR EERT on his Heart; for even fince the Fall, the #erid:

we find the Principles of it in the Hearts of his Off= ,..; b

ipring, and which, in procefs of time, have been foe G
Arawn

2006 edition
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THE

CONSTITUTION,

History, Laws, Charges, Orders,
Regulations, and Usages,

OF THE
Right Worshipful FRATERNITY
OF ACCEPTED

Free-Masons;

Collected from their general RECORDS, and
their faithful TRADITIONS of many
Ages.

TO BE READ

At the Admission of a NEW BRROTHER, when
the Master or Warden shal begin, or order some other
Brother to read as follows :

FHtt it DAM, our firse Parent, created after the
EPAWGE T Image of God, the grear Architect of the Uni-
5 93 A ?:; verre, must have had the Liberal Seiences,
= %;% & particularly Geometry, written on'his Heart;
THHFE#eeE ] forevensince the Fall, we find the Principles
of it in the Hearts of his Offspring, and which, in process
of time, have been drawn forth into a convenient Method
of Propasitions, by observing the Laws of Proportion taken




1734 edition
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GENERAL REGULATIONS,

Compiled firft by Mrn GEORGE PAYNE,
Auno 1720, when he was GR AND-MASTER, and
approv’d by the GRAND-LODGE en St. Fobu
Baptiff's Day, Anno 1721, at Stationer’s-Hall, LON-
DON ; when the moft noble PRINCE Fobn Duake
of MONTAGU was unanimoufly chofen our
GR.IND-MASTER for the Yearenfuing ; whochofc
JOHN BEAL, M.D. his Deputy Grand-Miffer ;
Mr. Yofiab Villenean P were cholen by the Lodgé
«d S Mr. Tho. Morris,jun. GRAND-WARDENS.
And now, by the Command of our faid Risht Hor-
Shipful GRAND-MASTER MONTAGU, ihe
Author of this Book has compar’d them with, and
reduc’d them to the ancient Records and immemo-
rial Ufiges of the Fraternity, and digefted them in-
- to this new Method, with feveral proper Explicati-
‘ons, for the Ufe of the Lodges inand about Loudens
and W eflminfler.
v+ HE GRAND-MASTER, or his DEPU.-.

flr TY, hath Authority fmd Right, not on-

ly to be prefent in any true Ludwe but

E’}‘( ‘% alfo to prefide wherg-cver he is, mth the
1:1' of the Lodee on bis Left-hand, and to order
2 i

2006 edition
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GENERAL REGULATIONS,
Compiled first by Mr. GEORGE PAYNE, .4uno
1720, when he was GRAND-MASTER, and ap-
prov’d by the GRAND-LODGE on Sz Fobn Bap-
tisty Day, Annmo 213 av Statiomer’r-Hall, LON-
DON; when the most moble PRINCE Fobn Duke
of MONTAGU was unanimously chosen our
GRAND-MASTER for the Year ensuing ; who chose
JOHN BEAL, M.D., his Deputy Grand-Master;
and Mr. Fosiah Fillenean ) were chosen by the Lodge
Mr. Tho. Morvisjun. § GRAND-WARDENS.
And now, by the Command of our said Righr #or-
shipful GRAND-MASTER MONTAGU, the
Author of this Book has compar’d them with, and
reduc’d them to the ancient Records and immemo-
rial Ukage, of the Fraternity, and digested them into
this new Method, with several proper Explications,
for the Use of the Lodges in and about Londbn and
Hestminster.

I 27T ++M€ HE GCRAND-MASTER, or his DEPU-

Co AT TY, hath Auchority and Righe, not only
il *_'f to be present in any true Lodfe, but also o
+447& preside where-ever he is, with the Master

of the Lodlge on his Left-Hand, and to order his Grand-H#ar-

dens to arend him, who are not to act in particular Lodjges
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olution, Anne 1688, KING WILLIAM, though a warlike
Prince, having a good Taste of Architecture, carried on
the aforesaid two famous Hospitals of Greemwicd and Chel-
sea, built the fine part of his royal Palace of HAMPTON
COURT, and founded and finish'd his incomparable Palace

City of LONDON ereceed the famons Monument, where 2he Great
Fire beganm, all of solia Stome, 202 foor bigh from the Groand, a Pil-
lar of the Dorick Orabr, ty Foot diameter, with a curions Stair Case
in the Middle of black Marble, and an iron Balcony on the Top (not
anlibe those of Trajan and’ Antoninus ar ROME) from whence the
City ana’ Suburbs may be viewld ; and it ir the highest Columm we
kwow wpon Farth. Jtr Pedestal ir 21 Foor sgnare, and 40 Foor bigh,
the Front of which is adorn o with most ingenions Emblems in Basso
Relievo, wromght by that famons Scalptor, Mr. Gabriel Cibber, with
darge Latin Juscriptions on the Sides of it ; fonnded Anno 1671, and
fimishd Anno 1677,

In bis Time also the Society of MERCHANT ADVENTUR-
ERS rebail he ROYAL EXCHANGE of London (zhe old o
being destroyd by the Fire) all of Stone, after the Roman Style, the fin-
est Stracture of that use in Europe, with the King’s Statue to the Life,
of wwhite Marble, in the Midale of the Square (wronght by the famons
Master-Carver and Statuary, Mr. GRINLIN GIBBONS, wde
was justly admir d all over Europe, for bis rivalling, if not sarpassing,
the miost famrd Tralian Masters) om the Pealestal of which ir the follow-
ing Tnoription,viz.

CAROLO I1. CAESART BRITANNICO
PATRIE PATRI
REGUM OPTIMO CLEMENTISSIMO AUGUSTISSIMO
CENERIS HUMANI DELICITS
UTRIUSQUE FORTUNAE VICTORI
PACIS EUROPAE ARBITRO.

MARTUM DOMINO AC FINDICT
SOCIETAS MERCATORUM ADFENTUR. ANGLILE
QU.E PER CCCC JAM PROPE ANNOS
REGIA BENIGNITATE FLORET
FIDETINTEMERATE ET GRATITUDINIS ETERNAE

S101&

at LOO in HOLLAND, ¢¥a And the bright Example of
that glorious Prince, (who by most is reckon’d a Free-sMason)
did influcnce che Nobikizy, the Gemtry, the #ulehy and che
Learnedof GREAT-BRITAIN, to affect much the Augus-
tan Style ; as appears by a vast Number of most curious Edi-

HoC TESTIMONTUM
FENERABUN DA POSUIT
ANNO SALUTIS HUMAN E MDCLYYYTF.

TO CHARLES IT. EMPEROR OF BRITAIN
FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY
BEST MOST MERCIFUL AND AUGUST OF KINGS
DELIGHT OF MANKIND
IN ADFERSITT AND PROSPERITT UNMOF D
UMPIRE OF EUROPE'S PEACE
COMMANDER AND SOFEREIGN OF THE SEAS
THE SOCTETT OF MERCHANT ADFENTURERS
OF ENGLAND
FHICH FOR NEAR CCCC TEARS
BT ROYAL FAFOUR FLOURISHETH
OF UNSHAKEN LOTALTT AND
ETERNAL GRATITUDE
THIS TESTIMONT
HAS TN FENERATION ERECTED
IN THE TEAR OF SALEATION MDCLYYXTF,

Nor should wwe forget the famous THEATER of OXFORD,
built by Archbishop SHELDON, ar bis sole Cost, in thar Kingh
Time, which, among bis other fine Works, was detign o and conduct-
ed alre by Sir Christopher Wren zbe King Architect ; for it is fustly
ad'mird by the carions ; and the MUSEUM adfoining to it, a fine
Building rais’d at the Charge of that illustrious UNTVERSITY,
wbere there bave been since erected several more Roman Suildings, ar
Trinity-College Chappel, Alhallows Church iw High-street, Peck-
water-Square # Christ-Church College, #he #ew Printing-House,
and the whole of Queen’s-College rebuilt, &c. by the liberal Dona-
tions of some enminent Senefactors, and by the publick Spirir, #gilancy,

| like this spread for its orgy of italic capital letters, something rarely seen in modern texts.
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And the Masters and Wardens of particular Lodges, viz.

I. THOMAS MORRIS, sen. Macter.
Fobu Bristow
II. RICHARD HALL, Master.

III. JOHN TURNER, Master.
Anthosy Sayer

IV. Mr. GEORGE PAYNE, Mast.
Wﬁqﬁ;l{ I‘.I } —r

V. Mr. M. BIRKHEAD Master.
Francis B
forivis AR
VI. WILLIAM READ, Master.
-?"“ Gvour } Wrdens.
VII. HENEY BRAMNSOMN, Master.
Henry Lag
Fobn Townsend } Findens.
VIIL Master.
IX. GEO. OWEN, M. D. Master.
Eman Sowen
ol Heath } Hardens.
X Master.
Jobo Labton N e

XI. FRANCIS Earl of Dalbeich, Mr.
Capt. Andrroe Robiwron
Col. Thomes Fewood £ Fiens.

XI1. JOHN BEAL, M. D. and

F.R. 8. Master.
Edward Pawder %
Charles More, Esq; + 77 676

XIII. THO. MORRIS, jew. Master.
Faseph Ridler %

Fobs Clark *'-tﬂi-.-ﬂ-m-.

XIV. THO. ROBBE, E@, Master.

Thomas Grave +
Lase ##Kﬁm

XV.JOHN SHEPHERD, Master.
Jobu Sewex +
Fobu Bucler 4+ PFENTeHS.

XVL.]. GEORGES, £sg; Master.
Robert Gray, Esq; % -
Charles Grymes, Esq; ¥ reens.

XVIL JA. ANDERSON, A.M. and
Author of this Book, Master.
Guvine Fhughan, Esqy  +
Fealter Greeswood], Esq; ¥ -'tm

XVIII. THO. HAREIN' Master.
Hilltam Attley +

&.W;@ *tﬂﬁnﬁu

XIX. ROBERT CAPELL, Master.
Traac Mensfreld +
William E# ¢Kﬁﬁm'

H.jOHN GORM&N Maseer.

Charles Garey %
7 dvward Morsd *tm

QS QY
m@@v

Gre1d
THE

Master’s SONG.

OR THE
HISTORY of M ASONRT.

‘Ih'l:-e aﬂhmwhmﬂ:emdzﬂlmlm #to ro-

Pm:ﬂﬂuﬁm

only, unllmgethnr, as he pleases.

either one

PART 1.

L
DAM, the first of humane Kind,
Created with GEOMETRY
Tmprinted on his el Mind,
Instructed soon his Progemy
GAIN & SETH, who then improv’d
The lib’ral Seiesee in the Are
Of .Architecture, which they lov'd,
And to their Offspring did impart.

II.
CAIN a City fair and strong
Firse buile, and call’d it Comrectate,
From EnochName, his eldest Son,
Which all his Race did imitate :
But godly ENOCH, of Seth’ Loins,
Tiwo Columns rai’d with mighty Skill:
And all his Family enjoins
True Cofonaalng vo fallfil.

III.
Our Father NOAH next appear’d
A Maron too divinely taught ;
And by divine Command aprear’d

The ARK, that held 2 goodly Fraughe:

*Twas buils by true Gromesry,
A Piece of Arohitectare fine ;
Helpt by his Sons, in sember THREE,
Concurring in the gramd Desgn.

Iv.

So from the gen'ral Defugr none

Were sav'd, but Meroserand their #F7ver;
And all Mankind from them alone

Descending, .Arobitectare thrives ;
For they, when iply'd amain,

Fit to disperse and fill the Earth,
In SHIMAR's large & lovely Plain

To MASONRY gave second Birth.

V.
For most of Mamking were employ'd,
To build the City and the Tow';
In such Effects of Masons Pow’r ;
*Till vain Ambition did
Their Maker to confound their For;
et the' with Tongues confirs'd they spoke,
The learned e they ne'er forgor.

CHORUS.
o cun wnfola the Royal Are ?
Or sing itx Secrets in a Song !
They've safely kept i Masons HEART
And to the ancient Lodge beloag.

[Swp here to dvink the presens GRAND
MASTER's Health.

This is the only place that James Anderson is credited as the author of the work (in item XVII). Note also that Franklin apparently ran out of brackets here,
and used trios of double daggers to indicate the groupings in the second column.




Digital edition: Textual policy

Copy text = 1734 printed Philadelphia edition
Use 1723 London edition for comparison

Do not regularize or standardize spelling, grammar,

punctuation, orthography, usage, etc.
Correct obvious typographical errors
List all emendations

£ _J7

Do not use ligatures or long “s” in main body text — to

allow for more accurate searching and excerpting

Discuss policy & history in “Note on the Text”
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This edition retains the spelling, capitalization, italics,
and punctuation of the 1734 Philadelphia edition. No at-
tempt has been made to standardize spellings or orthogra-
phy. Some typographical errors have been corrected, and a
list of emendations is given below, keyed to page and line
number of the present edition (the line count includes chap-
ter headings, but not running heads or hairlines):

Pageline 1734 reading emended to

10.29 perpendcinlar perpendicular
10.120 which (which

228 PYTAHGORAS PYTHAGORAS
2431 exellent excellent

13.25 Conjurnation Conjuration
4o0.30" TRINITY COLLEGE TRINITY-COLLEGE
41.37 Fief Fife

431" County Connty,

43127 Drumlanrig Castle Drumlanrig-Castle
4318 Clysdaleshire Clydsdaleshire
4219  Wanstead House Wanstead-House
432" Mereworth Castle Mereworth-Castle
4326 Earle Earl

48.06  may distinguish’d may be distinguish'd
Bo.gb THO THO.

80.28b  Master Master.

83.38 belov'd belov'd.

83.20b Ant Are,

85.20 thriv’d thriv'd.

#7.6b King King;

88.5b compleat # compleat ;

go.zzb  T'each each T’each

onigh are are!

The list of emendations, from textual note.

o7

The five emendations indicated with asterisks represent occa-
sions where the text of the Philadelphia edition departs from its
London source-document within a list or context where it is ocher-
wise faithful to that source. In these five cases, the reading of the
London text has been adopted (i.e., four hyphens and 2 comma
have been restored). In all other cases, other than the correction of
typographical errors, the Philadelphia edition has been followed.

The following bibliographies and webliographies may be help-
ful to those secking further sources for research on Masonry:

“Masonry and the Printed Word,” National Heritage Museum, Lex-

ington, MA 02421 hup:/www.monh.org/Defanltaspxfrabidsy ro

andy Farese, “Freemasonry in the Eighteenth-

Century,”
‘hlicrrar farek

“DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF PHILANTHROPY AND VOL-
UNTARISM IN THE UNITED S5TATES, 16oo-1900,”
heep: Vksghome. harvard.edu/-phall/dochistcontents heml

“Freemasonry, “ hup: /'en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry

Walgren, Kent Logan, Freemasonry, Anti-Masonry, and Iluminism in
the United States, 1734-18v0, A Bibliography. Worcester, MA: American
Antiquarian Society, 2003.

[i3

Paul Royster
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
February 14, 2006



Digital edition publication history

» Published online February 2006
* 15,381 downloads in 3 years (avg. 14/day)
* Users in 68 countries, including:

Kazakhstan
Nigeria
Egypt
Kenya
Vietnam
Moldova
Bahrain
Malta
Slovenia

Peru

Sri Lanka
Namibia
Turkey
Latvia
Jordan
Uruguay
Pakistan



The Platform

University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Institutional Repository:

http:/ /digitalcommons.unl.edu

* Open access, Google-searched, full-text, PDF format
» 3rd largest IR in the United States
e Contains over 32,000 documents

* Digital edition of Anderson’s Constitutions is the most
popular



I'he Series:

Electronic Texts in American Studies

» Full-text digital editions of primary works

* Includes 70 works, from 1588 (Hariot's Virginia) to 1891
(Melville’s Timoleon)

http:/ /digitalcommons.unl.edu/etas/

OPEN FOR NEW SUBMISSIONS'!
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Notify me via email or RSS
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Collections
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Wikipedia ("Masonic Manuscripts" article)

=

The Constitutions of the Moderns [edit]
The Censtitutions of the Free-Masons was a constitution written for the Premier Grand Lodge of England, to standardize the rituals and practices of Freemasonry among lodges

of London and Westminster operating under that Grand Lodge. Obwiously, it was not meant to apply to other lodges in other parts of England, Scotland and Ireland. The

constitution laid the foundation of the legend of Hiram Abiff, King Solamon's Master Builder, along with the pyramid style organizational model of Freemasonry. The first and second

edition were written by Rev. James Anderson in 1723 and 1738

History [edit]
Anderson's Constitutions were based on the Old Masonic Manuscripts (also called "Gothic Constitutions") and on the General Regulations which had been compiled first by

George Payne in 172071 The full title of the 1723 edition was The Conatitutions of the Free-Masons, Containing the History, Charges, Reguistions, &c. of that most Ancient and : =
Right Worshipful Fraternity, For the Use of the Lodges. ),

When in 1733, the Grand Lodge changed its name from Grand Lodge of London and Westminster into the Grand Lodge of Englanff, the Constitution was rewritten by Anderson. The title of the second, rewritten,
edition of 1738 was The Mew Book of Constitutions of the Antient and Honowrable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, Coneining Their Histony, Gharges, Regulations, &c. Collected and Digested By Order of
the Grand Lodge from their old Records, faithful Traditions and Lodge-Books, For the Use of the Lodges. Pl

The 1723 edition of the Constitutions was edited and reprinted by Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia in 1734 {online pdf edition) &, becoming the first Masonic book printed in America.

A new edition of the Constitutions was published in 1754, by John Entick. He reverted to the Charges as drawn up in 1723 into which, especially in the first Charge, Anderson had introduced various modifications in
the 1738 edition. It is this edition of the Charges which forms the basis of the Ancient Charges to be found today in the Constitutions of the United Grand Lodge of England, with only small verbal modifications, except
with regards to the first Charge on God and religion™,

The Constitutions of 1723 [edit]
The first section of the Constitution, on religion, stating that Masons can be of any faith and that they need only adhere to the Religion in which aif Men agres, comes very close to the concept of a Matural Religion, 8 —
popular idea during the Enlightenment.

= |- Of GOD and RELIGION.

n A Masan is obiged by his Tenurs, to obey the maral law; and If he rightly understands the Ar, he will never be a stupid Atheist nor an ireligious Libertine. But though in ancient times Masons were charged in
eviatly countty to be of the religion of that country or nation, whatever it was, vet it is now thought more expediant only to oblige them to that religion inwhich all men agree, leaving their particular Opinions to
themsahes: that is, to be Good men ahd Trie, or Men of Honor and Honesty, by whatever Denormination of Persuasion they may be distinguished, whereby Masonny becomes the Centre of Union and the
Means of conciliating true Friendship among persons that must have remained at a perpetual distance.

= |- Ofthe CVIL MAGISTRATES, supreme and subordinate.
= Il - Of LODGES.

s V- Df MASTERS, Wardens, Fellows and Apprentices.

= % - Ofthe Managerent of the CRAFT in working.

= %) - Of BEHAVIOR, viz.:

= 1. In the Lodge while constituted.

= 2. After the Lodge is over and the Brethren not gone.

= 3. When Brethren meet without Strangers, but not in a Lodge.

= Al Demmminms af Chemmcinve mot hdsmmme j

(also in "Benjamin Franklin" & "James Anderson" entries)

and sites that mirror Wikipedia, i.e, ask.com, absoluteastronomy.com, newworldencyclopedia.org etc.
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Abstract
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This is the seminal work of American Masonry, edited and published by

one of the founding fathers, and of great importance to the
development of colonial society and the formation of the Republic, Paul Royster

The work contains a 40-page history of Masonry: from Adam to the
reign of King George I, including, among others, Moah, Abraham,
Moses, Solomon, Hiram abif, Nebuchadnezzar, Augustus Caesar,
Witruvius, King Athelstan the Saxon, Inigo Jones, and James I of
England. There are extended descriptions of the Seven Wonders of the
Woaorld, viz, 1) the Great Pyramid, 2) Solomon’s Temple, 3) the City and
Hanging-Gardens of Babylon, 4) the Mausoleurn or Tomb of Mausolus,
King of Caria, 5) the Lighthouse of Pharos at alexandria, 6) Phidias’s
statue of Jupiter Olympius in Achaia, and 7) the Colossus at Rhodes
{although some maintain the Sthis the Obelisk of Semiramis). Itis a
celebration of the science of Geometry and the Roval Art of
Architecture, as practiced from ancient times until the then-current Search All Sites
revival of the Roman or Augustan Style, "The Charges of a Free-
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Franklin®s Constitutions was printed when
Franklin was only 28 years old, almost
exactly at the time that Franklin became
Grand Master of Pennsylvania, Interestingly,
Franklin did not give himself credit anywhere
within the book for being the printer. How do we know then that Franklin printed this
itemn? One way we know is that scholars have attributed this book to Franklin®s press on
the evidence of the type used - a sort of typographical forensics, There is also further,
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secondary evidence, such as the series of advertisements for Franklin®s Constitutions July 2008
which first appeared in Franklin®s newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette in May 1734, all June 2008
Elog powered by TypePad explicitly stating that the book iz “Reprinted by B. Franklin.™ It's interesting to note
that Franklin called his edition a "reprint” [and didn't give himself credit as the printer More..
armywhere in the book]. In fact, if you compare his "reprint” to the 1723 edition, wou can
Disclaimer see that he tried to mimic the look of the original. [Speaking of mimicking the look of Categories

the original, a very well done digital (but not digitized) copy of Franklin's 1734
Constitutions is available here.)
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Benjamin Franklin (January 17 1706) was one of the most prominent Founding Fathers of
the United States. He was a leading printer, scientist, inventor, civic activist and diplomat.
45 a scientist he was a major figure in the history of physics for his discoveries and
thearies regarding electricity. As a political writer and activist he, more than anyone,
developed the idea of an American nation, and as a diplomat during the

secured the French alliance that made independence possible,
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Benjamin Franklin

One of the oldest Founders, Franklin was noted for his curiosity, his writings (popular,
political and scientific), and his diversity of interests, His wise and scintillating writings are
proverbial to this day. He shaped the american Revolution. As a leader of the
Enlightenment, he gained the recognition of scientists and intellectuals across Europe. 4n
agent in before the Revolution, and Minister to during, he more than
anyone defined the new nation in the minds of Europe. His success in securing French
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From digital back to print

Inspired by this digital wave, there are now 3 new

printed editions:

e German edition, 2007
e Romanian edition, 2008
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Dedicated to the Bretbren of KUR P FA L Z Lodge in a limited edition of 33 copies.

Author: JAMES ANDERSON, London.
Editor: BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Phbiladeiphia.

Publisher: FLORIAN SCHAURE R, Mannbeim.
Printer: TOM DONATH, Chernnite.

With kind permission of PAUL ROY ST E R, University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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Email from Romania

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

"Mihai Popescu" <mihai.dpopescu@gmail.com> 07/16/2008 08:08 AM

To proyster@unl.edu

Subject: Regarding the online electronic edition of "The Constitutions of the Free-Masons (1734)"

Dear Sir,
While browsing the Net for Masonry-related old texts, | have found the beautiful online electronic edition
of "The Constitutions of the Free-Masons (1734)."

As you, sir, are the editor and depositor of the e-book mentioned above, | should like to ask you which might be
the steps | have to take in order to print this marvelous work.

| dare ask you these as | intend to somehow mark a special milestone in the history of the Romanian Free
Masonry—that is the formal approval of recognition provided by the United Grand Lodge of England to
the National Grand Lodge of Romania, in March 2008.

My name is Mihai D. Popescu, | am from Bucharest—Romania and | am a Past Grand Master of Ceremonies of
the National Grand Lodge of Romania.

Sincerely yours,
Mihai D. Popescu
WWW.romania-report.ro, http://romania-rep.blogspot.com/ (Romania Report Blog)
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Description:

This is a new edition of the the first Masonic book printed
in America, which was ariginally produced in
Fhiladelphia by Benjarmin Franklinin 1734, and was a
reprint of a work by James Anderson (who is identified
as the authorin an appendis) printed in London in 1723,
This is the seminalwork of American Masonry, edited
and published by one ofthe founding fathers, and of
great importance to the development of colonial society
and the farmation of the Republic. The work contains a
40-padge history of Masonry: frorm Adarn to the reign of
King George |, including, among others, Moah, Abraham,
Moses, Soloman, Hiram Abif, Mebuchadnezar,
Augustus Caesar, Witruwius, King Athelstan the Saxon,
Inigo Jones, and James | of England. Itis a celebration
ofthe science of Geometry and the Raoyal Art of
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Finale: An Invitation

 FElectronic publishing via the internet is the best way to
reach the widest audience of scholars, students, and
other interested parties cheaply and immediately.

e The Electronic Texts in American Studies series is open
for new submissions from scholars anywhere. If the term
"American" is a hurdle, we can create a new series in,
say, "18th-Century Studies"

* [linvite you to contact me with edition files or proposals:
proyster@unl.edu




Recruiting primary texts of general or esoteric
interest, responsibly edited.

Electronic publication secures your copyright in
any copyright-able materials (notes, intro, etc.)

Site is Google-searched, with worldwide 24 /7
free access and more than 150,000 visitors
monthly

Length, illustrations, or limited audience are not
a problem

We provide typesetting, production, permanent

hosting, and monthly download reports —
ALL FOR FREE

| WANT YOU...



Contact

Paul Royster

Coordinator of Scholarly Communications
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries
P.O. Box 4100

Lincoln, NE 68588-4100

proyster@unl.edu

http:/ /digitalcommons.unl.edu
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