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- BIOGRAPHICAL, B 141

HON. JOHN TAFFE.

Hox. JouN TAFFE died at North Platte, Nebraska, March 14,
1884, aged 57 yvears. He was a native of Indianapolis, Indiana, where
he was born Jan, 80, 1827. He received an academic education, and
after a diligent study of the law was admltted to the bar in the oity
of his birth.

In the year 1856 he moved to thls state -and located in Da.cotah
county, where he resided until his election to congress. In 1858-9 he
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served in the: lower branch of the territorial legislature, and in 1860
was elected to the council and made president at the. organization of
that body. He married the daughter of Col. John Ritchie, of Omaha.

In 1862 he was commissioned as major of the Second Nebraska Cav-
alry, and served for a period of about fifteen months. . Shortly after
this he ran for congress, and though twice defeated by Mr. Daily, was
elected to the fortieth and forty-first and re-elected to the forty-
second congress, by an overwhelming majority of nearly 5,000, the
vote standing in his favor 12,875 and for his opponent 7,967.

In his congressional course Mr, Taffe was a faithful worker in the
interest of the state of his adoption, energy and zeal being the predom+
inating features of his work in the halls of congress as well as at home,
His work was - successful without ostentation, and thorough with all
the elements of a practical nature,

. In the forty-second congress he served as chairman of the house
committee on territories, while; at the same timé, holdmg 1mp0rtant
positions on two other committees.

After leaving congress he became editor of The Repubhoan, and
filled the chair with considerable ability and success....He was a plain,
practical and earnest writer, and, on - political issues, throughout the
state, in -those days, was cons1dered almost infallible, - An:excellent
proof of this.is found in the fact that in a certain presidential election
he not only forecast the vote of our own state to a mcety but also
that of many of the states of the union.

After his retirement from The Republwa/n he returned to-the prac-
tice of his profession, taking some interest:in:mining operations.

. He was honest and honorable in -all his dealings, and loyalty to
friends was the ruling characteristic of his head and heart.
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