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140 NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

8. 8. CALDWELL.

~ SmitH SAMUEL CALDWELL died at Omaha, .......c0uevnnenee. , 1884.
He was the son of a farmer in Marion, Wayne county, New York,
where he was born in 1834. He was a graduate of Union College,
and came to Omaha in 1859. He was a lawyer by profession, and
undertook its practice here, but soon afterwards engaged in the bank-
ing business, which he successfully pursued with a high reputation as
a financier for nearly a quarter of a century. He was at first in the
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firm of Barrons, Millard & Co.; then in the firm of Millard, Cald-
well & Co.; then ‘in that of Caldwell, Hamilton & Co.; and latterly
in the U. 8. National Bank, of which he was vice-president and ' the
largest stockholder when he died.

Mr. Caldwell was a broad-headed man, self-reliant and resolute,
of high public spirit, and capable of large undertakings. - The
monuments of his enterprises will stand long after all that was
mortal of him shall have returned to its kindred dust. The Cald-
well block fitly bears his name, because, at the time it was built, with-
out his energetic efforts it would not have been built at all. The
Omaha & Southwestern railway, of which he was president, was, to
a great extent, his own creation in a financial point of view. It was
‘the parent of railways connecting Omaha with the south-western in-
terior of the state. Mr. Caldwell was one of the leading spirits and
chief organizer of the Grand Central hotel enterprise, which was re-
garded as a great undertaking at the time it was erected. For many
years he wielded a powerful influence upon Omaba affairs, and with
his positive views and energy of purpose, whatever he undertook he
was pretty certain to accomplish. - He was a man of fine mind, strong
character, commanding personal dignity, and refined and cultivated
tastes, Under a somewhat. forbidding, and somewhat curt manner,
he carried a warm and gentle heart, whose sympathies were never in
such full play as when he was in his own home surrounded by those
whom he so dearly loved.

Mr. Caldwell was married to Miss Henrletta M. Bush, of Tloga,
Pennsylvania, in April, 1863, a lady who,as woman, wife, and mother,
has occupied the highest position in our Omaha social life for twenty
years.
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