








A 4-H club when first organized is issued a
charter by the United States Department of
Agriculture and Agricultural Extension Service
provided: (a) Five or more club members are
enrolled. (b) Elected officers in charge. (c)
Supervised by a local leader. (d) Planned program
which includes the following:

1. At least six business meetings.
2. Demonstrations by members.
3. Judging.
4. Exhibiting
5. Achievement Day.
The club is then considered a standard club.

Organized clubs may function without meeting all
standard club requirements. A standard club,
meeting the five requirements listed above by the
end of the cIub year, and with at least 60% of the
members completing a project, will receive a seal to
be affixed to the charter.

The Scope of 4-H Participation

Nebraska has more than 42,000 members of
4-H and 8,000 volunteer 4-H leaders. There are over
3 million 4-H members in the United States and
300,000 volunteer leaders. In addition, Extension
serves 1 1/3 million youth not in 4-H, making a
total of more than 4 1/3 million reached through
4-H Youth Development programs.

4-H Participation Around the World

A compliment to 4-H is the fact that more than
70 countries throughout the world have 4-H type
programs. They may be called by different names
(4-S in South America, 4-K in Turkey, Young
Farmers Club in England and New Zealand) but
they have the same goal-the growth and
development of boys and girls to their greatest
capacity.

T he I FYE (I nternationa I Farm Youth
Exchange) and the Teen Caravan are two programs
sponsored by the National 4-H Foundation that
work to build international understanding. Living
with families in another country is a most effective
way to learn about their culture and way of life.

The Smith-Lever Act of 1914 brought the
Extension Service into being for the purpose of
lid isseminating ... useful information to the
people." The 4-H program is the major youth
program of the Extension Service and therefore the
name and emblem of the 4-H is authorized and
protected by Federal Law.

Public Law 772 of the 80th Congress is the act
controlling the name and emblem of 4-H.

(a) The 4-H club name and emblem are held in
trust by the Secretary of Agriculture of the United
States Department of Agriculture for the
Educational and Character building purposes of the
4-H club program and can be used only as
authorized by statute and in accordance with the
authorization of the Secretary or his designated
representative.

(b) The 4-H club name and emblem may be
used by authorized representatives of the United
State Department of Agriculture, the Land-Grant
Colleges and the Cooperative Extension Service, in
accordance with these regulations, for serving the
educational needs and interests of boys and girls
enrolled in 4-H clubs.

(c) Any use of the 4-H club name and emblem
is forbidden if it exploits the 4-H club program, its
volunteer leaders or members of the United States
Department of Agriculture, Land-Grant Colleges,
Cooperative Extension Service, or their employees.

4-H is primarily a tax-supported program.
Federal, State and County tax funds provide most
of the salary of Extension staff members, secretarial
help, office equipment and suppliesr travel support
and most member-leader manuals.

Private funds from organizations, businesses and
individuals further enhance the 4-H program by
providing monies to finance activities, awards,
recognition, incentives and supplemental educa-
tional material.
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