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Focus Group Questions 

1. When and why you did first started doing this (tinkering with robotics, science 
activities, and math activities?) 

2. Tell me about your experiences and what led you to this competition. Share any 
funny stories that you, friends or family may have about your involvement in this 
competition?  

3. What is the most fun thing you did at this competition or getting ready for this 
competition?  

4. What things have been supportive? What things have been challenging?  

5. Describe what made you feel good about this competition? 

6. Are there other questions I should be asking the other girls? 
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Focus Group Transcript Sample 

PI: My name is PI Notter and I am from the University of Nebraska and I am doing research 
that’s trying to get girls more involved in the STEM fields which is Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and what we’re trying to do to find out, what we are trying to find out 
today is what got you here? What you do when you got here and what are you going to do now? 
Ok? Mediator is going to be facilitating our discussion today so I am going to kind of turn things 
over to her. Before you leave there is one more form that I need you girls to sign and you’ll notice 
that I forgot to put a line where you’re supposed to sign so just check that yes you’ve agreed to 
talk to us and basically it says I’m here, I’m talking to you, there is nothing terrible that is going 
to happen to you while you are here. We’re not going to make you do anything nasty or harmful 
we just want to talk to you guys. But I want you to be as honest and open as you can. Nobody is 
going to hear this information other than me and Mediator and your name is not going to be 
attached to anything. But we are going to go around the room and kind of introduce ourselves a 
little bit. Ok? Any questions? Ok. 
 
Mediator: And when we ask you guys questions too, there is not a right answer and there is not a 
wrong answer. It is just totally what you are thinking and what your experience is ok? Sound 
good? Alright. First I want to go around the room and like PI said kind of introduce ourselves. 
Um, I want you to tell us your first name, you don’t have to tell us your last name, just your first 
name, and then pick one thing that you are wearing today and tell us how that represents you. So 
I’ll start. My name is Mediator and I am going to tell you about my rings here. They were my 
great grandmother’s wedding rings and family is very important to me so it is really special for 
me to be able to have these. Do you want to go next? 
 
Sadie: Um, Sadie and uh I’m wearing a sweatshirt that says soccer because soccer is my favorite 
sport and I’ve played it since I was real little. 
 
Mediator: Excellent, thank you for sharing that. 
 
Pamela: My name’s Pamela and Pamela and, I don’t think I have anything special on. 
 
Mediator: What about your shirt? 
 
Pamela: Well, um it says NEXT and if you cut off the E then it’s NXT. 
 
Mediator: That’s pretty special. That’s pretty cool 
 
Maddie: My name is Maddie and my shoe laces are special because they are green and my 
favorite color is green. 
 
Mediator: Perfect 
 
Tina: My name’s Tina and my sweatshirt is cool because I go to this school and I really like 
school. 
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Mediator: Good, awesome. 
 
Haley: My name’s Haley and (giggle) um,  
 
Sue: Say something I don’t know what you’re looking at me for. I don’t know. Ok just pick 
something Haley you have something special on you. 
 
Haley: This hoodie. 
 
Mediator: Tell us about that hooodie. 
 
Sue: Ok Haley stand up (giggles) 
 
PI: Ok 
 
Mediator: Alright 
 
Haley: It’s not funny tell her why 
 
Haley: Um, uh I don’t really know 
 
Sue: It’s got our last names 
 
Mediator: Your last names 
 
PI: Mm k 
 
Mediator: That is pretty special. It’s really cool. Thank you. 
 
Haley: My name’s Haley and my pony tail because my favorite color is purple. 
 
Mediator: Awesome 
 
Alexis: My name’s Alexis because my earrings, (2:00) my earrings because I like to wear different 
colors. 
 
Mediator: Very cool. 
 
Oh, those are cool 
 
Ebony: My name’s Ebony and my shoes because they have peace signs on them. 
 
Allison: My name’s Allison and uh the color of the shirt yellow because I like yellow. 
 
Mediator: Awesome, thanks for sharing that you guys. Um the next thing I want to know is what 
is the most exciting thing that has happened here for you guys? If anyone has an idea just let me 
know. 
 
Sue: Um getting our points for our like robotics 
 


