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ALCOHOL EXPECTANCIES AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS IN
CHINA,

D. F. Shell; I. M. Newman; M. Qu. Sponsor. Dean Tuma

Nebraska Prevention Center for Alcohol and Drug Abuse, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68588.

There is little systematic information on the patterns of Chinese
adolescents' alcohol expectancies and the influence of expectancies on
drinking behavior. The purpose of this study was to examine Chinese
high school students' alcohol expectancies and gender and drinking
status (non-drinker, occasional drinker, regular drinker) differences in
expectancies. We administered the Chinese Adolescent Aicohol
Expectancy Questionnaire (CAEQ) to 1244 high school students (M =
627, F = 617) in Inner Mongolia, China. We identified eight expectancy
factors: three negative (general negative cansequences, harm to
person/reputation, and negative uses of alcohol) and five positive
(general positive perceptions, tension reduction/relaxation, drinking as
social courtesy, social facilitation, and beneficial drinking/moderation).
MANOVA results indicated that males had higher positive perception
expectancies thar females. Also, regular drinkers had lower negative
consequences and harm to person/reputation expectancies and higher
positive perception expectancies than non-drinkers or occasional
drinkers. Occasional drinkers had higher beneficial/moderation
expectancies than non-drinkers. The findings suggest that Chinese
adolescents have some expectancies that are similar to those of U.S.
adolescents and some expectancies that show cultural specificity.
Expectancies are associated with Chinese adolescents’ drinking in
ways similar to those found for U.S. adolescents.
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