
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and
Chapters University of Nebraska Press

1-1-2012

The Wild West in England
William F. Cody

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples
Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Nebraska Press at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and Chapters by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

Cody, William F., "The Wild West in England" (2012). University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and Chapters. Paper 113.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples/113

http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpress?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples/113?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F113&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


The Wild West in England

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


Edited and with an introduction by Frank Christianson

University of Nebraska Press

Lincoln & London

The Wild 
West in 
England

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


© 2012 by the Board of Regents of the  

University of Nebraska. All rights reserved

Manufactured in the United States of America

Support for this volume was provided by the State of Wyoming

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Buffalo Bill, 1846–1917. 

The Wild West in England / William F. Cody; edited and 

with an introduction by Frank Christianson. 

p. cm. — (The papers of William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody) 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

ISBN 978-0-8032-4388-0 (cloth: alk. paper) — 

ISBN 978-0-8032-4054-4 (pbk.: alk. paper) 

1. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show—History. 

2. Wild west shows—England—History. 

3. Buffalo Bill, 1846–1917—Travel—England. 

4. Pioneers—West (U.S.)—Biography. 

5. Entertainers—United States—Biography. 

I. Christianson, Frank. II. Title.  

GV1821.B8A3 2012 

791.8'4—dc23

2012014820

Set in Iowan Old Style by Bob Reitz.

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


List of Illustrations vii

Series Editor’s Preface xi

Editor’s Introduction xiii

Acknowledgments xxxvii

A Note on the Text xxxix

The Wild West in England 1

Appendix 1: Story of the Wild West 135

Appendix 2: Photographs, 1885–1887 145

Appendix 3: Promotion, Reception,  

and the Popular Press 169

Notes 191

Selected Bibliography 203

Index 205

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


1.   Image from original dedication page xiv

2.  Original title page art xxv

3.  World’s Wondrous Voyages promotional poster xxxv

4.  Nate Salsbury 6

5.   Sitting Bull 11

6.  Capturing Bear for the Exhibition 16

7.   Red Shirt Killing His Rival 19

8.  Our Departure for England 21

9.  The Encampment poster 35

10. Our First Evening Performance 40

11.  War Dances poster 44

12. Scenes in the Wild West Show 48

13.  Scenes in the Amphitheater 54

14. Attack on the Deadwood Coach poster 62

15.  An Introduction to the Prince and Princess of Wales 64

16. Buck Taylor Riding an Eruptive Mustang 69

17.  Saluting Her Majesty, Queen Victoria 77

18. The Indian Dance Before My Guests 84

19. Giving Royalty a Spin during an Attack by Indians 86

20. Pin Presented Me by the Prince of Wales 89

21. Cowboy Lassoing an Indian 103

22. Lassoing Horses in the Wild West Show 106

23. Story of the Wild West cover, 1888 136

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


viii

24. Story of the Wild West title page, 1888 137

25. Story of the Wild West dedication page, 1888 138

26. Opening page of preface to Story of the 

Wild West, 1888 139

27. William F. Cody signature 144

28. William F. Cody and Sitting Bull, ca. 1885 146

29. William F. Cody with Pawnee Scouts and  

Sioux Chiefs, 1886 147

30. William F. Cody, 1887 148

31. William F. Cody, 1887 149

32. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show Cast, June 1887 150

33. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show Managers and  

Pressmen, ca. 1887 151

34. William F. Cody, ca. 1887 152

35. William F. Cody on Charlie, his horse, ca. 1887 153

36. Red Shirt, ca. 1887 154

37. Red Shirt, ca. 1887 155

38. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show Cowboys, ca. 1887 156

39. Serapio Rivera, ca. 1887 157

40. Buck Taylor, ca. 1887 158

41. Little Chief, ca. 1887 159

42. Annie Oakley, ca. 1887 160

43. Miss Annie Oakley, ca. 1887 161

44. John Y. Nelson and Family, ca. 1887 162

45. Red Rose and Others, ca. 1888 163

46. Wa-Ka-Cha-Sha (Red Rose), ca. 1887 164

47. Good Eagle, ca. 1887 165

48. Flies Above, ca. 1887 166

49. Blue Horse, ca. 1887 167

50. Bennie Irving, ca. 1887 168

51. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West: From the Plains of  

America opening page, 1887 171

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


ix

52. Bird’s Eye View of the American Exhibition,  
London, 1887 172

53. Her Majesty Queen Victoria at the “Wild West”  
Exhibition poster, 1887 173

54. Stars of the Show, 1887 174
55. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show program, 1887 175
56. Some of the Famous Generals of the U.S. Army  

poster, 1887 176
57. Distinguished Visitors to Buffalo Bill’s Wild West,  

London, 1887 poster 177
58. Invitation from Constance Wilde, May 1887 178
59. Hoax invitation from Queen Victoria, July 1887 179
60. Postcard from Matt O’Brien, June 23, 1887 180
61. “The Last of the Mohicans” ad from Penney 
 Illustrated Paper and Illustrated Times, May 7, 1887 181
62. “The Queen at the ‘Wild West’ Show”  from 
 The Graphic, May 21, 1887 182
63. “The Other Side of the Question” from 
 Judge Magazine, 1887 183
64. “Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show” from The Graphic,  

May 7, 1887 184
65. “Buffalo Bill’s ‘Wild West’ Show in England” 
 from Puck Magazine, April 13, 1887 185
66. “The Queen’s Visit to the East End” from  

The Graphic, May 21, 1887 186
67. “The Queen’s Visit to the Wild West Show” from  

The Graphic, May 21, 1887 187
68. “A Sickening Blow to the Anglomaniac” from 
 Life Magazine, June 23, 1887 188
69. “On Their Return” from Puck Magazine, 
 May 25, 1887 189
70. “Days with Celebrities” from Moonshine, 

 May 21, 1887 190

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Wild-West-in-England,675262.aspx


The central question facing the McCracken Research Library 
six years ago when it launched The Papers of William F. “Buf-
falo Bill” Cody was basic: why should Cody’s papers be ed-
ited and published? Cody was not a great statesman; he was 
not an important philosopher nor a literary genius. Though 
widely recognized as a show business pioneer, his contribu-
tion to cultural consciousness and advancement has too of-
ten been, and in large measure continues to be, relegated to 
the margins of American history. Cody is readily accepted as 
a pop culture icon of his day but not always seen as a subject 
of serious scholarly study.

As this present volume illustrates, William Cody deserves 
the level of attention afforded by this documentary editing 
project not because of his intellectual, economic, or politi-
cal contribution but, rather, in part, because he was the most 
successful cultural export in American history. No other en-
terprise before or since has so boldly claimed to represent the 
American experience. Moreover, Cody did not merely repre-

-

From Cody’s prescient perspective, the United States is a plu-
ralist, multicultural, exceptional nation. For European audi-
ences, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West stood for the frontier, and the 
frontier stood for America. The American West was the canvas 
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xii

on which Cody painted his unique and uniquely American por-
trait. Like any other worthy work of art it continues to be re-
examined and reinterpreted.

This current volume is part of that ongoing reexamina-
tion. The Wild West in England, edited by Frank Christianson, is 
the fourth volume of The Papers of William F. “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody and is being published simultaneously with the third 
volume, Buffalo Bill from Prairie to Palace by John M. Burke, ed-
ited by Chris Dixon. These two volumes underscore the glob-

how, beginning in London in 1887, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West per-
formed the drama of frontier settlement to millions of Euro-
peans. They also point to Cody’s ability to reach ordinary peo-
ple and yet appeal to the most elite circles. These new editions 
give us a clearer picture of a man who transcended geograph-
ic, social, cultural, and national boundaries.

global economy does not need or even allow unique nation-
al identities. Cody had the advantage of operating in a world 
that delighted in differences and celebrated distinctive identi-
ties. Within that context, he posited an uncommon American 
character and found an energetic reception wherever he went.

To contextualize and better understand that character, the 
Buffalo Bill Historical Center—its staff, board, and generous 
supporters—have made a substantial investment in recovering 
and reclaiming the nineteenth-century American West through 

-
ca’s coming of age—as documents, photographs, newspapers, 
and memoirs come into view and reveal a distant but dynam-
ic time and place: the world of Buffalo Bill.

Kurt Graham
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