
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and
Chapters University of Nebraska Press

1-1-2012

The Allotment Plot
Nicole Tonkovich

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples
Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Nebraska Press at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and Chapters by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

Tonkovich, Nicole, "The Allotment Plot" (2012). University of Nebraska Press -- Sample Books and Chapters. Paper 128.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples/128

http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpress?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/unpresssamples/128?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Funpresssamples%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


University of Nebraska Press Lincoln & London

The Allotment Plot
Alice C. Fletcher, E. Jane Gay,  
and Nez Perce Survivance

nicole tonkovich

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


© 2012 by the Board of Regents of  
the University of Nebraska
All rights reserved
Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication 
Data

Tonkovich, Nicole.
The allotment plot: Alice C. Fletcher, E. Jane Gay,  
and Nez Perce survivance / Nicole Tonkovich.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-0-8032-7137-1 (cloth: alk. paper)
1. Nez Percé Indians—Land tenure.  2. Nez 
Percé Indians—History—19th century.  3. Nez 
Percé Indians—Government relations.  4. Indian 
allotments—Idaho—Nez Percé Indian Reserva- 
tion—History—19th century.  5. Allotment of  
land—Idaho—Nez Percé Indian Reservation—
History—19th century.  6. Fletcher, Alice C. (Alice 
Cunningham), 1838–1923—Correspondence.   
7. Gay, E. Jane, 1830–1919—Photograph 
collections.  8. Nez Percé Indian Reservation 
(Idaho)  I. Title.
e99.n5t66 2012
979.5004'974124—dc23
2012011621

Set in Sabon.

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


  List of Illustrations [vii]
  Preface [xi]
  Acknowledgments [xv]

  Introduction: Allotment and Nimiipuu Survivance [1]

pa rt one .  beginnings

  Introduction: After the End of Nez Perce History [41]
 1. A False Beginning [55]
 2. Another Beginning [73]

pa rt t wo. l a nd

  Introduction: Map and Territory, Space and Place [95]
 3. “The Square Idea” [103]
 4. Ethnographic Knowledge and Native Cartography [135]

pa rt t hr ee . c it izens

  Introduction: E Pluribus Unum [167]
 5. Technologies of Citizenship [175]
 6. Fictions of Coherence [199]

pa rt four. endings

  Introduction: “If the Work Is Ever to Be Finished” [221]
 7. Irresolutions and Incompletions [225]
 8. The Ends of Nez Perce Allotment [251]

Contents

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


pa rt f iv e . aft erwa rd

  Introduction: “Double Pictures Have Met Us All along  
   the Way” [271]
 9. After-Words [279]
  10. After-Images [299]

  Notes [335]
  Bibliography [389]
  Index [409]

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


[vii]

 1. “Chief Joseph with Alice C. Fletcher,” by E. Jane Gay [2]
 2. Map of Nez Perce country [9]
 3. Crayon drawing of Alice C. Fletcher, 1888, by E. H. Miller [16]  
  4. Alice C. Fletcher, by Napoleon Company, Barcelona,  

ca. 1900 [17]
 5. James Reubens, Mark Williams, James B. Monteith, and  

Archie B. Lawyer, ca. 1878 [45]
 6. “Christian women of Joseph’s band, now returned to their old 

home” [48]
 7. “Council at Kamiah,” 22 July 1889, by E. Jane Gay [70]
 8. “They Donned War Bonnets,” Stephen Reubens and James 

Reubens at Cold Spring id, 10 Aug. 1889, by E. Jane Gay [75]
 9. “James Reuben and Archie Lawyer,” by E. Jane Gay [76]
 10. Josiah Redwolf, 1970 [91]
 11. David P. Thompson, Nez Perce Reservation, Township 32 

North, Range 2 East, 22 Oct. 1873 [106]
 12. “Clearwater River at Kamiah,” by E. Jane Gay [113]
 13. Edson D. Briggs, survey map, Nez Perce Reservation, Township 

32 North, Range 3 East, July–August 1890 [117]
 14. “Squirrel Camp,” by E. Jane Gay, at full size [118]
 15. “Squirrel Camp,” 4–15 July 1889, by E. Jane Gay, in  

Choup-nit-ki [119]
 16. Lewiston, Idaho, probably 28 May 1889, by E. Jane Gay [122]

Illustrations

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


[viii]

 17. “Lewiston,” as included by E. Jane Gay in Choup-nit-ki [122]
 18. Fort Lapwai, by E. Jane Gay [124]
 19. “North Fork of the Clearwater,” by E. Jane Gay [125]
 20. “The Damp Thermopylae,” ca. September 1890, by  

E. Jane Gay [126]
 21. Edson D. Briggs, survey map, Nez Perce Reservation, Township 

33 North, Range 3 East, July–August, 1891 [127]
 22. “Where Dick Fell,” November 1891, by E. Jane Gay [128]
 23. “Where We Gathered Indian Songs,” [by E. Jane Gay],  

cover [130]
 24. “Where We Gathered Indian Songs,” [by E. Jane Gay],  

interior [130]
 25. “Camp Bearing Tree,” by E. Jane Gay [132]
 26. “Clearwater River — Nicodemus’ Home on the Left,”  

by E. Jane Gay [141]
 27. Edson D. Briggs, detail, Nez Perce Reservation, Township 32 

North, Range 4 East, September 1889 [142]
 28. Edson D. Briggs, detail, Nez Perce Reservation, Township  

32 North, Range 3 East, September 1889 [142]
 29. Patent Receipt No. 1631, of Wa sin me sa kart sa, or 

Nicodemus [144]
 30. Patent Receipt No. 1633, of Kar yokts, or Nancy  

Nicodemus [145]
 31. “The Nez Perce Country,” as drawn by Kew-kew’-lu-yah,  

July 1891 [146]
 32. “Old Billy Williams,” June 1891, by E. Jane Gay [150]
 33. “Weippe Prairie in 1885 by Corbett Lawyer,” 1965 [162]
 34. Weippe Prairie Map, overlay by Gene Eastman [163]
 35. Accounts of 4 July 1890 [176]
 36. “Camp at Lapwai. Tal-lik-lykt. July 4,” by E. Jane Gay [184]
 37. “Women’s Work in Savagery,” 1893 Columbian Exposition 

exhibit [190]
 38. “Behold the Cook!” by E. Jane Gay [191]
 39. “Spalding Town 1902–1935,” Landscape report map [230]
 40. Map of Spalding, Idaho, ca. 1900 [231]
 41. “Nez Perce Wallets etc. Henry Fair, Lewiston, Idaho” [247]
 42. Box [Cox] Case, by E. Jane Gay, image 1 [264]

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


[ix]

 43. Box [Cox] Case, by E. Jane Gay, images 3 and 4 [265]
 44. James Stuart and Harriet Mary Stuart [272]
 45. Silas Whitman standing by a tipi [273]
 46. “Camp Meeting at Lapwai, July 4,” by E. Jane Gay [274]
 47. Tepees at Nespelem, July 4 celebration, ca. 1900–1905, by 

Edward H. Latham [276]
 48. Native American women riding horses, ca. 1900–1905, by 

Edward H. Latham [276]
 49. Sam Morris (Sik-Um-Chets-Kun-In), Paul Eneas, and Billy 

Carter [280]
 50. Starr J. Maxwell and family members [283]
 51. Pile of Clouds and Tah’mawiinúnmy, ca. 1910 [291]
 52. E. Jane Gay, page from draft manuscript of Choup-nit-ki [305]
 53. “Salmon Feast,” July 1890, by E. Jane Gay [307]
 54. “The Barbecue,” from Choup-nit-ki [307]
 55. List of Photographs from Choup-nit-ki [308]
 56. Choup-nit-ki, page 396 [309]
 57. Katherine Cloud and Bert Cloud, ca. 1905 [311]
 58. Funeral of James Stuart, 1929 [312]
 59. The Dickson-Cloud family, ca. 1915 [313]
 60. Home built by James Stuart for his sister Nancy [314]
 61. “Remember this? It was fun wasn’t it?” [315]
 62. Dickson-Cloud family album [316–17]
 63. “Indians when they had their 4 of July last year. 1911” [319]
 64. “At Spalding / July sure hot” [320]
 65. Cloud family at Dickson Ranch, ca. 1915 [322]
 66. “Nez Percé Indian Family — World War I” [323]
 67. Harriet Stuart and Annie Parnell Little, by E. Jane Gay [324]
 68. Unidentified Nez Perce women [325]
 69. “‘Reubens Bro’s’ Nesperce Tribe,” by Major Lee Moorhouse [326]
 70. Portrait of Harriet Mary, by John N. Choate [328]
 71. James Dickson at Carlisle Indian School [329]
 72. Clayton Dickson and the Chilocco Indian Agricultural School 

baseball team [330]
 73. Clayton Dickson at Chilocco Indian Agricultural School [331]
 74. Horse procession [332]

Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


Buy the Book

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Allotment-Plot,675252.aspx


[xi]

Preface

Since the early eighteenth century the federal government of the 
United States of America has exercised a unilateral and presump-
tive right to manage the sovereign Native groups classified by the 
Marshall Supreme Court in 1831 as “domestic dependent nations.”1 
Since the nineteenth century the secretary of the interior has served 
as the trustee of record and has exercised the right to manage mon-
ies derived from Indian lands but has not, until relatively recently, 
been held legally liable for failing to produce a formal accounting 
for the management of those funds. In fact, not until 1987 was the 
Department of the Interior required by statute to “audit and rec-
oncile” its tribal accounts and to report the results of its trust fund 
management to its Indian clients.2

By that time the task of fully reconciling nearly two hundred years 
of inaccurate and incomplete records had become utterly daunting, 
and the department temporized.

Seven years later, in 1994, Congress passed the American Indian 
Trust Fund Management Reform Act to force compliance, but the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs “admitted that it was incapable of com-
plying with the [congressional] mandates” and hired a professional 
accounting firm, Arthur Andersen, to perform the task. After an 
initial survey Andersen reported that to prepare the “full and com-
plete historical accountings, audits, and reconciliations” would cost 
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$280 million. Unsurprisingly, Andersen and the government reached 
a compromise: Andersen audited the accounts for a twenty-year pe-
riod (1972–1992), at a cost of $21 million (a price tag that was nearly 
double their initial estimate for that twenty-year year audit).3

In the face of these egregious failures on the part of the bia, Na-
tive activist Eloise Cobell filed a historic lawsuit in 1996. Cobell v. 
Salazar charged the federal government with breach of trust and 
demanded acknowledgment, action, and financial redress on be-
half of nearly three hundred thousand individual Indian money ac-
count holders. Recognizing that the fiduciary responsibility could 
be astronomical should Cobell win the lawsuit, the federal govern-
ment quickly moved to establish a date — 31 December 2006 —  
beyond which lawsuits could no longer be brought in these matters. 
On 28 December 2006, just three days before the date that would 
limit federal liability, the Nez Perce Tribe filed a class-action law-
suit conjointly with eleven other tribes to demand a “full and com-
plete [accounting] from the federal government for hundreds of tribal 
trust fund accounts worth billions of dollars.”4 Nez Perce Tribe, et 
al. v. Kempthorne, et al. joined hundreds of similar suits, all seek-
ing to hold a paternalistic federal entity to fair and just standards.

These cases have their roots in a succession of disastrous policies 
by which the federal government has attempted to manage its re-
lationship with Native peoples. Chief among these infamous poli-
cies was the Dawes General Allotment Act of 1887. The Nez Perces 
were among the first to be subjected to that law. The Dawes Act in-
tended to expropriate Natives of their lands, extinguish tribal gov-
ernments, and transform tribal cultures into disaggregated, atom-
ized, individual citizens. Funds related to the sale and transfer of 
lands under Dawes were, of course, to be held in trust by federal 
guardians on the presumption that Natives would be incompetent 
managers of their properties and would be unable to keep track of 
where and how their monies had been invested and disbursed. The 
irony is too apparent to require comment.

The ironic mode, in fact, seems the appropriate voice in which 
to analyze the events associated with the application of the Dawes 
Act on the Nez Perce Reservation that are the subject of this book. 
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Here I have sought to bring together the topics of Native sovereignty, 
which has its roots in land, citizenship, and control of cultural prop-
erty; the bungled federal attempts to erase that sovereign identity; 
the archive of records of that interaction; and the historical accounts 
drawn from those archives that have narrated the encounter.

Because the matter of federal attempts to manage Indian tribes 
and monies antedated the Dawes Act, this book begins in medias 
res. Although the federal government attempted to close the issue at 
the end of 2006, lawsuits such as Nez Perce v. Kempthorne insisted 
that such a closure was premature. Even should Cobell v. Salazar 
reach a settlement, these supplementary suits, which intend to pur-
sue a full accounting and a full settlement, will keep the matter open. 
Hence, this book lacks a formal ending. In place of a tidy narrative 
resolution, I have offered after-words and after-images, in the antic-
ipation that here, as in the lawsuits currently active, the Nez Perces 
will have — and should have — the final word(s).
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