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Documentary Editing.' A Bibliography 

ROSS W. BEALES, JR. * 

Documentary editing has achieved unprecedented 
importance in American historical scholarship since the 
publication in 1950 of the first volume of Julian P. Boyd's 
edition of The Papers of Thomas jefferson. Thanks to the 
support of state and federal government, foundations, and 
universities and to the labors of a generation of editors, 
scores of letterpress and microfilm editions have been 
completed or are in progress.! These editions are 
noteworthy for their comprehensiveness and high stan­
dards of scholarship as well as for their cost. 

The rapid expansion of documentary editing has been 
accompanied by the appearance of an extensive literature 
on all phases of editing, including its history and current 
state, praCtitioners, methods, funding, objectives, 
priorities, and role within the profession. The following 
bibliography provides a comprehensive listing of this 
literature but excludes three kinds of material. First, such 
items as mimeographed guidelines and progress reports 
from editorial projects, although sometimes available at 
libraries associated with individual projects, are generally 
difficult to locate and hence have not been included. 2 

Second, many letterpress editions contain useful in-

Adams, C. F., Jr. "The Printing of Old Manuscripts," 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Histoneal Society 20 
(1882-1883): 175-182. 

Adams, Thomas Boylston, et al. Proceedings of a 
ceremony held at the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
September 22, 1961, commemorating the publication 
of the Diary and Autobiography of john Adams. 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society 73 
(1961): 119-150. 

American Historical Association, Historical Manuscripts 
Commission. "Suggestions for the Printing of 

1. See the Publications Catalog 1976 of the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission (Washington, D.C., 
1976) . 
2. Some of this literature is listed in Oliver W. Holmes, "Recent 
Writings Relevant to Documentary Publication Programs," and 

-Ross W. Beales, Jr., is a member of the history department of 
the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts. This 
bibliography is reprinted (with minor alterations) from the 
Maryland Historian lO, no. 2 (1979): 27-37, by permission of 
the editors. 
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troductions, but these are so much a part of such editions 
that they can be safely omitted. Third, book reviews have 
been excluded. 3 

The literature on documentary editing is scattered 
widely, and some excellent articles should be more broadly 
known-for example, the debate between William S. 
McFeely and John Y. Simon on the role of editorial 
projects as derivative archives. The Association for 
Documentary Editing, founded in 1978, can greatly 
facilitate the spread of such knowledge through the timely 
publication of bibliographical information in its 
Newsletter. What is needed, in addition, is the reprinting 
of important articles on documentary editing. A 
moderately-priced paperback collection would greatly 
assist both in the dissemination of information about 
editing within the historical profession and in editorial 
training, whether on the job or in the increasing numbers 
of graduate and undergraduate courses on documentary 
editing. It is hoped that the following bibliography will 
serve as a guide to the compilation and publication of such 
a collection of essays. 

Documents Relating to American History." Annual 
Report of the American Historical Association for the 
Year 1905, vol. 1, pp. 45-48. Washington, D.C.: 
United States Government Printing Office, 1906. 

Angle, Paul M. "The Minor Collection: A Criticism." 
Atlantic Monthly 143 (1929): 516-525. 

Anglo-American Historical Committee. "Report on 
Editing Historical Documents." Bulletin of the In­
stitute of Historical Research (University of London) 1 
(1923): 6-25. 

_____ . "Report on Editing Modern Historical 

Frank B. Evans, "Publication Programs and Historical Editing." 
Both of these earlier bibliographies have been invaluable in the 
compilation of the present bibliography. 
3. Among the reviews which raise important questions about the 
priorities and quality of various letterpress editions are Frederick 
B. Tolles's review of the George Mercer Papers in the Penn­
sylvania Magazine o/History and Biography 79 (1955): 113-114; 
Leonard W. Levy's review of the Papers o/James Madison, vols. 
4-7, in the Journal 0/ American History 59 (1972): 115-117; 
Brooke Hindle's reviews of the Papers 0/ Benjamin Franklin, 
vols. 16-17 and 18-19, in the Journal 0/ American History 60 
(1974): 1071-lO73 and 63 (1977): 974-975: and Charles T. 
Cullen's review of the Papers o/James Iredell, vols. 1-2, in the 
Journal 0/ American History 65 (1978): 412-413. 



Documents." Bulletin of the Institute of Histon'cal 
Research (University ofLondon) 3 (1925): 13-26. 

Bailyn, Bernard. "Boyd's Jefferson: Notes for a Sketch." 
New England Quarterly 33 (1960): 380-400. 

____ . "Butterfield's Adams: Notes for a Sketch." 
Wzlliam and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 19 (1962): 
238-256. 

Basler, Roy P. "Collecting 'The Collected Works,' " 
Autograph Collector'sJournal5 (1953): 37-38. 

Beale, Howard K. "Is the Printed Diary of Gideon Welles 
Reliable?" American Historical Review 30 (1925): 
547-552. 

Beales, Ross W., Jr. "Historical Editing and Under­
graduate Teaching: A Rationale and a Model." 
Teaching History: AJournalofMethods 3 (1978): 3-8. 

____ , and Randall K. Burkett. Histoneal Editing 
for Undergraduates. Worcester, Mass.: College of the 
Holy Cross, 1977. 

Bell, Whitfield]., Jr. "Editing a Scientist's Papers," Isis 
53 (1962): 14-20. 

____ . "Editors and Great Men." Aspects of 
Librantlnship, no. 23 (196O) , pp. 1-8. 

____ . "Franklin's Papers and The Papers of 
Benjamin Franklin. " Pennsylvania History 22 (1955): 
1-17. 

Bemis, Samuel Flagg. "The Adams Family and Their 
Manuscripts." Proceedings of the Massachusetts His­
torical Society 73 (1961): 134-149. 

Bentley, G. E., Jr. "William Blake's Protean Text." In 
Editing Eighteenth-Century Texts: Papers Given at the 
Editonal Conference, University of Toronto, October 
1967, edited by D. 1. B. Smith, pp. 44-58. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1968. 

Bergeron, Paul H. "True Valor Seen: Historical Editing." 
American Archivist 34 (1971): 259-264. 

Besterman, Theodore. "Twenty Thousand Voltaire 
Letters." In Editing Eighteenth-Century Texts: Papers 
Given at the Editonal Conference, University of 
Toronto, October 1967, edited by D. 1. B. Smith, pp. 
7-24. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1968. 

Bestor, Arthur E., Jr. "The Transformation of American 
Scholarship, 1875-1917." Library Quarterly 23 (1953): 
164-179. 

Blegen, Theodore C. "Our Widening Province." 
Mississippi Valley Histon'cal Review 31 (1944): 3-20. 

Boehm, Eric H. "Current Emphases in the Dissemination 
of Information about Manuscripts." In The Publication 
of Amen'can Historical Manuscnpts, edited by Leslie 
W. Dunlap and Fred Shelley, pp. 57-68. Iowa City: 
University ofIowa Libraries, 1976. 

Boyd, Julian P. The First Duty: An Address Delivered at 
the Opening of an Exhibition of the Arthur H. and 
Mary Marden Dean Collection of Lafayette at Cornell 
University on Apnl 17, 1964. Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Library, 1964. 

____ . "'God's Altar Needs Not Our Pol­
lishings.' " New York History 39 (1958): 3-21. 

____ . "Historical Editing in the United States: The 
Next Stage?" Proceedings of the American Antiquarian 
Society 72 (1962): 309-328. 

____ . "A Modest Proposal to Meet an Urgent 
Need." Amenean Historical Review 70 (1965): 
329-349. 

____ . "Some Animadversions on Being Struck by 
Lightning." Daedalus 86 (1955): 49-56. 

____ . "A Zeal at His Heart." In Butteifield in 
Holland: A Record of L. H. Butterfield's Pursuit of the 
Adamses Abroad in 1959, pp. 1-14. Cambridge, 
Mass.: privately printed, 1961. 

Boyd, Steven R. "Form of Publication: A Key to the 
Widespread Availability of Documents." AHA 
Newsletter 10 (1972): 24-27. 

Brack, O. M., Jr. "The Ledgers of William Strahan." In 
Editing Eighteenth-Century Texts: Papers Given at the 
Editonal Conference, University of Toronto, October 
1967, edited by D. 1. B. Smith, pp. 59-77. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1968. 

Browne, Henry J. "A New Historical Project: Editing the 
Papers of Archbishop John CarrolL" Amenean Ec­
clestastical Review 127 (1952): 341-350. 

Brubaker, Robert 1. "The Publication of Historical 
Sources: Recent Projects in the United States." Library 
Quarterly 37 (1967): 193-225. 

Bruner, Katherine Frost. "On Editing a Series of Letters." 
Scholarly Publishing 9 (1977): 41-53. 

Burg, B. Richard. "The Autograph Trade and Docu­
mentary Editing." Manuscnpts 22 (1970): 247-254. 

Burkett, Randall K. "Historical Editing and Researching 
Local History in an Undergraduate Black Studies 
Seminar." Teaching History: A Journal of Methods 3 
(1978): 9-13. 

Burnette, O. Lawrence, Jr. "Preservation and Dis­
semination of Historical Evidence." In Beneath the 
Footnote: A Guide to the Use and Preservation of 
Amen'can Histon'cal Sources, pp, 340-378. Madison, 
Wis,: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1969. 

Butterfield, Lyman H, "The Adams Papers." Daedalus.86 
(1955): 62-71. 

____ , "The Adams Papers: 'Whatever you write 
preserve.' " American Heritage 10 (1959): 26. 

____ , "Archival and Editorial Enterprise in 1850 
and in 1950: Some Comparisons and Contrasts." 
Proceedings of the Amen'can Phtlosophteal Society 98 
(1954): 159-170. 

____ , "Bostonians and Their Neighbors as Pack 
Rats." American Archivist 24 (1961): 141-159, 

____ . "Butterfield in Holland." In Butterfield in 
Holland: A Record of L. H. Butterfield's Pursuit of the 
Adamses 11broad in 1959, pp, 15-36, Cambridge, 
Mass.: privately printed, 1961. . 
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____ . "Editing American Historical Documents." 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Histon'cal Society 78 
(1966): 81-104. 

____ . "Historical Editing in the United States: The 
Recent Past." Proceedings of the Amenean Anti­
quantln Society 72 (1962): 283-308. 

[Butterfield, Lyman H., et al.]. "In Praise of a Useful 
Public Servant." In "Let every sluice of knowledge be 
Open'd and set a Flowing": A Tn'bute to Philip May 
Hamer on the Completion of Ten Years as Executive 
Director [of] the National Historical Publications 
Commission by a few of the Many Who Have Benefited 
From His Labors. New York: privately printed, 1960. 

____ . "The Papers of the Adams Family: Some 
Account of Their History." Proceedings of the 
Massachusetts Histoneal Society 71 (1953-1957): 
328-356. 

____ . "The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Progress 
and Procedures in the Enterprise at Princeton." 
American Archivist 12 (1949): 131-145. 

____ . "The Scholar's One World." Amen'can 
Archivist 29 (1966): 343-361. 

____ . "The Tenth Anniversary of the Gift of the 
Adams Papers." Proceedings of the Massachusetts 
Histoneal Society 78 (1966): 159-163. 

____ . " 'Vita sine literis, mors est': The Microfilm 
Edition of the Adams Papers." Library of Congress 
Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions 18 (1961): 
53-58. 

____ . "Worthington Chauncey Ford, Editor." 
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Histon'cal Society 83 
(1971): 46-82. 

Butterfield in Holland: A Record of L. H. Butterfield's 
Pursuit of the Adamses Abroad in 1959. Cambridge, 
Mass.: privately printed, 1961. 

Callcott, George H. "Antiquarianism and Documents in 
the Age of Literary History." American Archivist 21 
(1958): 17-29. 

____ . "The Sacred Quotation Mark." Histontln 21 

(1959): 409-420. 
Cappon, Lester]. "American Historical Editors before 

Jared Sparks: 'they will plant a forest ... .' " Wtlliam 
~nd Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 30 (1973): 375-400. 

____ . "The Historian as Editor." In In Support of 
Clio: Essays in Memory of Herbert R. Kellar, edited by 
William B. Hesseltine and Donald R. McNeil, pp. 
173-193. Madison, Wis.: State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, 1958. 

____ . "A Rationale for Historical Editing Past and 
Present." William and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 23 
(1966): 56-75. 

____ . "Reference Works and Historical Texts." 
Library Trends 5 (1957): 369-379. 

____ . "Tardy Scholars Among the Archivists." 
Amen'canArchivist21 (1958): 3-16. 
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Carter, Clarence E. Histon'cal Editing. Bulletins of the 
National Archives, no. 7. Washington, D.C.: Gov­
ernment Printing Office, 1952. 

____ . "The Territorial Papers of the United 
States." Amen'can Archivist 8 (1945): 122-135. 

____ . "The Territorial Papers of the United States: 
A Review and a Commentary." Mississippi Valley 
Historical Review 42 (1955): 510-524. 

____ . "The United States and Documentary 
Historical Publication." Mississippi Valley Histoneal 
Review 25 (1938): 3-24. 

Carter, Edward c., II. "The Papers of Benjamin Henry 
Latrobe and the Maryland Historical Society, 
1885-1971: Nature, Structure and Means of 
Acquisition." Maryland Histon'cal Magazine 66 (1971): 
436-455. 

Cox, Henry Bartholomew. "Private Letters and the Public 
Domain." American Archivist 28 (1965): 381-388. 

____ . "Publication of Manuscripts: Devaluation or 
Enhancement?" Amenean Archivist 32 (1969): 25-32. 

Daniel, Pete, and Stuart Kaufman. "The Booker T. 
Washington Papers and Historical Editing at 
Maryland." MarylandHistonan 1 (1970): 23-29. 

Davis, R. H. C. "Record Societies in England." History: 
The Journal of The Histoneal Association 60 (1975): 
239-246. 

Dunlap, Leslie W., and Fred Shelley, eds. The Publication 
of American Historical Manuscripts. Iowa City: 
University ofIowa Libraries, 1976. 

East, Robert Abraham. "The Loyalist Program." Pro­
ceedings of the Amenean Antiquanan Society 81 
(1971): 239-242. 

"Editing and Printing." In Harvard Guide to Amen'can 
History, edited by Frank Freidel, vol. 1, pp. 27-36. 
Rev. ed. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
1974. 

Etzold, Thomas H. "The Great Documents Deluge." 
Newsletter of the Society for Histonans of Amen'can 
Foreign Relations 7 (1976): 14-21. 

Evans, Frank B. "Manuscripts on Microfilm: American 
Personal Papers." Quarterly Journal of the Library of 
Congress 24 (1967): 147-151. 

"Publication Programs and Historical 
Editing." In Modern Archives and Manuscripts: A 
Select Bibliography, pp. 97-101. Chicago: Society of 
American Archivists, 1975. 

____ . The Selection and Preparation of Records for 
Publication on Microfilm. National Archives Staff 
Information Paper, no. 19. Washington, D.C., 
National Archives, 1970. 

Fifer, C. N. "Editing Boswell: A Search for Letters." 
Manuscnpts 6 (1953): 2-5. 

Ford, Worthington Chauncey. "The Editorial Function in 
United States History." American Histon'cal Review 23 
(1918): 273-286. 



"Founding Fathers." Times Literary Supplement, 6 July 
1962,pp.485-486. 

Garrett, Wendell D. "Opportunities for Study: The 
Microfilm Edition of The Adams Papers." Dartmouth 
College Library Bulletin, n.s., 5 (1962): 26-33. 

____ . "The Papers of the Adams Family: 'A 
Natural Resource' of History." Historical New Hamp­
shire 21 (1966): 28-37. 

Gehring, Charles. "New York's Dutch Records: A 
Historiographical Note." New York History 56 (1975): 
347-354. 

Graf, Leroy P. "Editing the Andrew Johnson Papers." 
Mississippi Quarterly 15 (1962): 113-119. 

Greene, Donald. "No Dull Duty: The Yale Edition of the 
Works of Samuel Johnson." In Editing Eighteenth­
Century Texts: Papers Given at the Editorial Con­
ference, University of Toronto, October 1967, edited by 
D. 1. B. Smith, pp. 92-123. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1968. 

Greene, Jack P. "The Publication of the Official Records 
of the Southern Colonies: A Review Article." William 
and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 14 (1957): 268-280. 

Grover, Wayne C. "Toward Equal Opportunities for 
Scholarship." Journal of American History 52 (1966): 
715-724. 

Gunther, Gerald. Review of The Adams Papers: Diary and 
Autobiography of John Adams, edited by L. H. 
Butterfield. Harvard Law Review 75 (1962): 
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Hamer, Philip M. " ' ... authentic Documents tending 
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The annual meeting in Williamsburg was an opportunity 
for us to discuss common goals and problems and to ex­
change information. With your help, the Newsletter will 
continue communication throughout the year. We invite 
articles, suggestions for articles, and informal comments 
on matters of concern to documentary editors. In addition 
to news of ADE Council and committee activities, we hope 
to print notices of staff changes, job openings, and recent 

Resolutions 
Resolutions submitted by the Resolutions Committee, 
Frank G. Burke, Barbara Oberg, and George C. Rogers, 
Jr., and passed at the ADE business meeting, 30 October 
1981. • 

Resolved, that the Association for Documentary Editing 
hereby renders its formal thanks to CHARLES HOBSON, 
editor of The Papers of John Marshall, for his capable 
management of the local arrangements for this second 
annual meeting of the Association, who has so ably ex­
ploited the culinary, hostelry, and meteorological 
potential of this unique historic area for the comfort, 
delight, and professional fulfillment of these, the 
m~mbers of this Association; 
and, Be it further resolved, that the members express their 
unbounded thanks to JOHN Y. SIMON, editor of The 
Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, for so successfully carrying out 
the duties of program committee chairman, and arranging 
a series of sessions that have elucidated the most timely 
and significant questions facing our profession . 

• 
Whereas, the Association for Documentary Editing is an 

association dedicated to promoting professionalism and 
excellence in the preparation of documentary editions of 
literary and historical works; and 

Whereas, it derives its very being and purpose from 
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documentary publications. Citations of articles and books 
concerning documentary editing will be welcome, as well 
as references to thought-provoking reviews. Please write us 
at the Joseph Henry Papers, SI 133, Smithsonian In­
stitution, Washington, D.C., 20560, or call 202-357-
2787. 

KATHLEEN W ALDENFELS 
NATHAN REINGOLD 

those professional pioneers who first sought the way and 
set the standards by which the members of this Association 
proceed, 
Therefore, be it resolved, that this association note the 
passing and declare its gratitude for the accomplishments 
of the following colleagues whose deaths during the past 
year have brought sorrow to us all: 

MERRILL JENSEN, editor of the Documentary History of 
the Ratification of the Constitution, and the Documentary 
History of the First Federal Elections; 

LEONARD W. LABAREE, editor emeritus of the Papers of 
Benjamin Franklin; and, 
JULIAN PARKS BOYD, editor of the Susquehannah 
Company Papers and the Papers of Thomas Jefferson and 
other works, 
Be it further resolved that the secretary of this association 
transmit to the spouse or other survivor of these men a 
belated expression of sympathy on behalf of all of the 
members of this body. 

WILLIAM M.E. RACHAL, editor of publications and acting 
director of the Virginia Historical Society, and for many 
years coeditor of the Papers of James Madison, died in 
Richmond on 15 December 1980 after several weeks in 
hospital. 
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