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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE THIRD EASTERN PINE AND MEADOW VOLE SYMPOSIUM

The Third Eastern Pine and Meadow Vole Symposium was held in New
Paltz, New York, February 14-15, 1979 to further create an awareness of
the fruit growers' serious tree girdling problem. The meeting served to
focus attention on a diversity of information on animal biology, control
strategies and information dispensing mechanisms. Research funding
sources, chemical and cultural control methods, clearance of new materials,
and governmental! involvement in pine vole problems were discussed.

The $1.3 million U. S. Congressional''add on'' appropriation to the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for work on pine voles was discussed by
John Seubert. At the time of the meeting, priority research goals and
organization of fund management were in the development stages. Dr.
Seubert announced that Bob Stehn had been designated to assist in the
coordination of the contract research with various institutions and
would soon be visiting potential cooperators.

Reports on two new anticoagulant baits, Brodifacoum (Volak, BFC,
1C! 581) made by Imperial Chemical Industries and Bromodialone marketed
by Chempar Chemical Company were encouraging. A cellophane packaged
Volak bait provided a new concept of baiting. Packaged baits were re-
ported to prevent bait spoilage, provide tree protection under snow cover,
and provide bait for invading animals which may repopulate areas after
treatment. VYearlong availability of bait may prevent normal rebound of
populations in toxicant treated areas; however, packaged baits must be
protected from nontarget species and this may be accomplished by placing
packets under bait stations weighing 5-10 lbs.

After a New York State ban on Endrin in 1971, this state allowed
the emergency use of Endrin for one year in the fall of 1977 for pine
vole control. Apparently the State Department of New York denied its
continued use for 1978, and a number of growers expressed their great
need for Endrin for pine vole control. An Endrin study conducted in the
New York Hudson Valley area in the fall of 1977 was still being compiled
at the time of the Third Symposium. To my knowledge, New York State is
the only state which has banned Endrin use for pine voles in orchards.

In the center of the pine vole geographic range (Virginia and West
Virginia), the presence of Endrin resistant strains of voles has caused
a great reduction in the usage of this material. Careful evaluation of
vole populations (using apple indexing methods) after Endrin failures
has allowed growers to follow up with anticoagulants and greatly reduced
tree losses which would have occurred even though Endrin had been used.
Hand and broadcast baiting of anticoagulant baits are now the main con-
trol methods. Supplemental cultural control {(cultivation and herbicide
combinations) has been an aid to control; however, toxicants still re-
main as the only reliable method that has removed high populations
rapidly before the fall and winter damaging period.



In 1978, a National Pine Vole Advisory Council was appointed by a
number of State Horticulture Societies to include individuals which
could be politically active. In most states a fruit grower representa-
tive, a research, and an extension person was chosen. (This advisory
group is separate from any advisory group that the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife may organize or appoint to help manage the '‘add on'' appropria-
tion.) Members of the Pine Vole Council listed below have the responsi-
bility to help keep other states informed of developments on funding,
registrations, and general health of the concerted efforts of the states.
It is quite obvious that developments in one state may affect other
states, particularly with regard to chemical registration. The present
elected Advisory Council Chairperson is Ross Byers; however, all persons
on the Council have the responsibility to inform the whole group of
major activities which could affect counterparts in the other states.
Below is a listing of those individuals currently on the Council:

CONNECTICUT

David Kollas (Extension)
Plant Science Department
Univ. of Connecticut
Storrs, Connecticut 06268
(203-486~3435)

Bob Moore (Extension)
Valley Laboratory

Cook Hill Road

P. 0. Box 248

Windsor, Connecticut 06095
(203-688-3647)

John Rogers (Grower)

Rogers Orchard

Long Bottom Road

Southington, Connecticut 06489
(203-224-7045)

MARYLAND

Harry G. Black (Grower)
Route 2, Box 364
Thurmont, Maryland 21788
(301-271-4513)

MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW ENGLAND

David Cheney (Grower)

Apple Road

Brimfield, Massachusetts 01010
(413-436-7688)

MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW ENGLAND

Witliam G. Lord (Extension)
Dept. of Plant Science
Univ. of New Hampshire
Durham, New Hampshire 03824
(603-862-1200)

William J. Lord (Extension)
Dept. of Plant & Soil Science
French Hall

Univ. of Massachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003
(413-545-2249)

NEW _YORK

Steve Clark (Grower)
Milton, New York 12547
(914-795-2383)

Mike Richmond (Research)

N. Y. Coop. Wildlife Res. Unit
Cornell University

Ithaca, New York 14853
(607-256-2014)

Warren Smith (Extension)
Cornell University

Hudson Valley Fruit Res. Lab.
Highland, New York 12528
(914-691-7117)



NORTH CAROLINA

Don W. Hayne (Research)

Inst. of Statistics

P. 0. Box 5457

Raleigh, North Carolina 27607
(919-737-2431)

Mel Kolbe (Extension)

Dept. of Hort. Science

N. C. State University
Raleigh, North Carolina 27607
(919-737-3167 or 66)

Perry Lowe, Jr. (Grower)

Route 2

Morvavin Falls, North Carolina 28456
(919-921-3448)

PENNSYLVANTA

George Kelley (Research)

Forest Resources Lab.

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
(814-863-1596)

Marshall Ritter (Extension)

Dept. of Horticulture

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
(814-865-6519)

H. Lee Showalter 111 (Grower)

RR 6

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201
(717-762-2432)

VIRGINIA

Ross E. Byers (Research)

V. P. I. and State University
2500 Valley Avenue
Winchester, Virginia 22601
(703-667-8330)

John Crumpacker (Grower)

H. S. & T. B. Byrd, Inc.
Timberville, Virginia 22853
(703-896-7065)

VIRGINIA

Purcell McCue (Exec. Secretary)
Virginia State Hort. Society

P. 0. Box 718

Staunton, Virginia 24401
(703-885-2172)

WEST VIRGINIA

Robert Butler (Grower)

635 S. Samuel Street

Charles Town, West Virginia 25414
(304-725-7391)

Kenneth McDonald (Grower)

Route 1, Box 218E

Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401
(304-267-4969)

Roger Young (Research & Extension)
W. Va. University Farm
Kearneysville, West Virginia 25430
(304-876-6353)

UsDi (advisory capacity oniy)

John Seubert

Denver Wildlife Research Center
Building 16, Federal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225
(303-234-2283)

John Rogers, Jr.

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1717 H. Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240
(202-343-7557)

John Peterson

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Region §

One Gateway Center, Suite 700
Newton Corner, Massachusetts 02158
(617-965-5100, Ext. 222)

USDA (advisory capacity only)

B. A. Butt, Director-

USDA Appalachian Fruit Research Sta.
P. 0. Box 179

Kearneysville, West Virginia 25430
(304-725-3451)



EPA (advisory capacity only)

Daniel Peacock

3140 Highland Lane
Fairfax, Virginia 22030
(202-755-9315)

Steve Palmateer

EPA, Bldg. 288, ARC East
Beltsville, Maryland 20705
(301-344-2576)

IR-4 (advisory capacity only)

Charles W. Meister

Dept. of Food Science
Pesticide Research Lab.
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611
(904-392-1978)

John B. Bourke, Director

NE IR-4 Leader Laboratory
Dept. of Food Sci. & Tech.

N. Y. State Agr. Exp. Station
Geneva, New York 14456
(315-787-2327)
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