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 The University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) Digital Commons, the 
university libraries’ institutional repository (available online at 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu), was founded in 2005, administered by former 
head of production and design at Yale University Press, Paul Royster, PhD. After 
having been a cataloger for over ten years at UNL, I was brought on board in 
September 2008, increasing the faculty full-time equivalence in the unit to 1.5 (I 
currently have a half-time appointment). With Paul Royster coming from a 
strong publishing background, and my experience as a librarian and, more 
specifically, as a cataloger/metadata specialist, we make for an appropriately 
skilled team in our efforts. The unit also employs a few students to do uploading 
and scanning. 
 The UNL Digital Commons is on the Berkeley Electronic Press (bepress) 
platform, a turn-key, non-open source system. The libraries pay for this set up, 
but it requires no in-house programming or system maintenance. A popular 
feature, bepress supplies monthly download statistics to authors. 
 We have over 37,000 documents uploaded including articles, books, and 
theses and dissertations from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln going back to 
1955. We partnered with ProQuest to upload the archives of the theses and 
dissertations. The first several pages of each thesis and dissertation are available 
free of charge and then readers can opt to purchase the full document from 
ProQuest if desired. As per our agreement with ProQuest, if the author approves, 
we also provide access free of charge to the full text of many of the theses and 
dissertations. There have so far been over 3 million full text downloads of items 
in the UNL Digital Commons, nearly 1.5 million of those in the last year alone, 
from all corners of the globe. 
 Some about our workflow: Within copyright restrictions, and depending 
on what the publishers allow, we sometimes scan and then OCR articles, or we 
take directly the digital versions (if they’re available and if it’s allowed to do so), 
then upload the documents to the Commons. When the publishers have 
restrictions against uploading post-published versions, we obtain digital copies 



of the author’s version of a paper and then do our own copy editing and 
typesetting, making sure to include accurate content, so as to not misrepresent 
the author and perpetuate misinformation. Because citing of works is so essential 
to scholarly communication, additionally, we attempt to approximate the 
published versions’ pagination. We use one of a few serif fonts to give the papers 
a formal/scholarly appearance. In this way, our authors’ versions are more than 
just uploaded manuscripts. This is a very labor-intensive process though we 
believe this adds real value to the papers we post. However, it is absolutely 
preferable when the publisher allows (or sometimes even requires) the final 
published version to be posted as-is. 
 Using the forms that bepress provides during the uploading process, we 
then add metadata to assist users in finding the items. The metadata inlcudes a 
list of authors and a citation to the published version of the work, as well as an 
abstract. 
 We do not have a mandate at UNL for faculty to submit work for 
uploading. Paul and I solicit participation at workshops and we have great 
success this way. Professors and students are allowed to submit work 
themselves, but we offer to do the work for them to ensure adherence to 
copyright requirements as well as to present the papers consistently. 
 Though the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is land-locked, I believe that 
we have documents covering many areas pertinent to members of IAMSLIC and 
EURASLIC such aquatic sciences, fish information, parasitology, an early 
compilation of The Effects of Offshore Oil and Gas Development Bibliography, the 
Online Dictionary of Invertebrate Biology, etc. 

Here is a text-only screen shot from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Digital Commons site (taken October 23, 2009): 
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UNL's Institutional Repository 

 
Browse by the following categories of series, or use the search box at the left: 

• The Open-Access Archive -: Organized by Departments, Centers, and Research 
Groups: Contains more than 26,000 articles, papers, ebooks, documents, presentations, 
creative activities, master's theses, open-access dissertations, etc. All free to all users. 

• Peer-Reviewed Journals and Series (open-access) 

• UNL Dissertations from ProQuest-UMI: More than 11,050 Ph.D. dissertations 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Includes all dissertations 1902-present. Free 

full-text access from UNL campus connections. Users from outside UNL have free 
abstracts and 24-page previews, with the option to purchase electronic full-text. This area 
is managed by ProQuest. University of Nebraska users from off-campus should use the 
link below for free access. 

• Free Dissertations from off-campus with NU ID: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
faculty, staff and students can get free full-text, access to dissertations from off-campus 
with an NU ID number. Enter here -- Do not use the Search box at the right. 
 



The repository is a collaborative service of the University of Nebraska - Lincoln libraries. 
Faculty, researchers, and students associated with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln are 
invited to deposit digital materials for long-term preservation and world-wide electronic 
accessibility. For assistance in depositing documents or for more information regarding 
the Digital Commons, contact Paul Royster, 306 Love Library, tel. 402 472-3628, email 
proyster@unl.eduproyster@unl.edu. 
 
Most popular downloads for April 2009 
 
More specific guides and detailed information regarding the Digital Commons may be 
seen at Digital Commons--Information and Tools in the Libraries community portion of 
this site.  
 
Search more than 30 million digital items in 1,150 repositories at 
http://www.scientificcommons.org/. 
Search the contents of more than 1300 open-access digital repositories at OpenDOAR (the 
Directory of Open Access Repositories): http://www.opendoar.org/search.php 
 
Search the Digital Commons of over 100 institutions, with over 250,000 items, at 
http://researchnow.bepress.com/. 
 
At a Glance 
Top 10 Downloads  All time  Recent additions  20 most recent additions 
 
Paper of the Day 
"INTERNATIONAL WOMEN STUDENTS' STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES AT HIGHER 
EDUCATION" Rachida Faid-Douglas 
 
37,134 papers to date 3,015,691 full-text downloads to date 1,415,909 downloads in the 
past year 
 

Enter search terms:  

Search
 

Select context to search:  

in this repository
 

Advanced Search 

• Notify me via email or RSS 
Browse 

• Collections 

• Disciplines 
Author Corner 

• Author FAQ 

• Submit your paper or article 
 

 



References 
 
Royster, Paul. 2007. The Institutional Repository at the University of Nebraska–

Lincoln: Its First Year of Operations. OCLC Systems & Services 23(2): 183-189. 
Available from: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libraryscience/58/ 

Royster, Paul. 2007. UNL Digital Commons, An Introduction (manuscript). 
Available from: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ir_information/43/ 

Royster, Paul. 2008. UNL’s Institutional Repository. Presentation given at the 
University of Nebraska Consortium of Libraries workshop, March 20, 2008. 
Available from: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/library_talks/42/ 

Royster, Paul. 2008. Research Showcase: UNL’s Institutional Repository. 
Presentation given at the American Library Association conference, Anaheim, 
California, USA, June 30, 2008. Available from: 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/library_talks/41/ 


	University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	2009

	The University of Nebraska-Lincoln Digital Commons
	Sue Ann Gardner

	Microsoft Word - 182070-text.native.1258574912.doc

