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G. Warner (1989); Jane Addams and the Men and the Chicago School, 1892-1918 (1988); A Feminist Ethic for Social
Science Research edited by the Nebraska Sociological Feminist Collective (1988); Women and Symbolic Interaction
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A SEVEN-MINUTE SKETCH OF MY RESEARCH1

MICHAEL R. HILL2

Editor, Sociological Origins

MY CENTRAL PROJECT is to identify, explicate, and better understand the fundamental dimensions,
consequences, and possibilities of human embodiment in the social world.  This project is multi-
faceted and is continually evolving.  Virtually all of my work contributes directly to this project,

including my analyses of archives, biography, “bomb talk,” bureaucracies, doctoral training, environmental
art and design, epistemologies, landscapes, libraries, novels, organizations, patriarchy, pedestrians, postcards,
research methodologies, scholars, surrogate parenting, terrorism, and — yes — disciplinary history.
Methodologies I use include:  archival excavation, bibliographic research, case studies, disguised interviews,
ethological observation, experiential reflexivity, framing, genealogy, key informants, participant observation,
questionnaires, site visits, structured serendipity, systematic documentation, and thought experiments. These
methodologies produce data that I subject, as appropriate, to quantitative and/or qualitative interpretation,
including: axiology, bibliography, content analysis, experiential reflection, factor analysis, frame analysis,
parametric and non-parametric statistics, phenomenological reduction, ritual analysis, sociobiography, spatial
and temporal mapping, stochastic modeling, systems analysis, textual explication, and theory-driven critique.
As a theorist, I find special inspiration in the works of Mary Jo Deegan, Anthony Giddens, Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, Erving Goffman, Harriet Martineau, George H. Mead, and Alfred Schutz.  A  selection of my
writings reflecting these interests, methodologies, and interpretive frameworks is included on the handout
CD-R.  All of these projects contribute to the larger and ongoing whole.

Today, I focus on a small part:  the discovery of trace evidence in archival repositories — evidence
such as letters, official records, and unpublished manuscripts — evidence that informs our disciplinary
history.  As a helper-apprentice to an experienced researcher, Professor Mary Jo Deegan,3 I become intrigued
by the search for trace evidence in formal archives. This work is time-consuming, intellectually open-ended,
often physically exhausting, and sometimes emotionally exhilarating.  The trace evidence found in archives
and cognate storehouses (public and private) provides virtually the only empirical data sociologists can use
to explore social patterns older than the last living witness.  This reality confronts all sociologists regardless
of topic: crime, family, gender, health, social movements, etc.  Taking seriously Anthony Giddens’
admonition to study society starting with the Industrial Revolution, we must at some point throw out our
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questionnaires, abandon our informants to the grave, and open our eyes to the necessity of using trace
evidence, wherever found and in whatever form — there is no other way to look responsibly into our
collective social past. 

Having worked at Professor Deegan’s elbow from 1982 to 1988, I developed my own research
question: Was Roscoe Pound, the noted Dean of Harvard’s Law School, and the founder of the American
school of plant ecology, also a major but unknown sociologist?  Pound died in 1964, I couldn’t ask him —
and he outlived all of his early colleagues.  If Pound had a significant sociological career — it turns out he
did — the documentation lay in libraries and archives.  My search began.

Now, here’s the crucial point regarding what I call “archival frame analysis”:  As I engaged
physically, mentally, and financially in digging for data related to “Roscoe Pound and American Sociology,”
I also paid close attention to the process of doing the research.  That is, I became a participant observer in
my own project.  I was a fly on my own wall.  I took notes on variations and similarities in archival
repositories, their personnel, their quirks, their policies and procedures.  I asked questions of the staff, I joked
with archivists, I interviewed other researchers.  I compared notes with Professor Deegan (who was now my
life-partner and more  key informant than mentor).  I used Erving Goffman’s Frame Analysis to “make sense”
of what I saw going on in the dozen archives I visited during a one-year period. Taking a page from Shulamit
Reinharz, I also paid attention to my feelings in archival settings: when did I feel bewildered, curious,
empowered, envious, intimidated, irritated, joyous, lonely, puzzled, successful, or just plain tired?  And,
according to Deegan’s theory of American ritual, I found each archiving trip replete with ritual elements:
liminality, invidious core codes — even the potential for communitas.  The result of these and subsequent
observations, beyond the mandatory “methods chapter” in my  dissertation, was my monograph on Archival
Strategies and Techniques (1993).  You’ll find a copy of the text on the handout CD-R.

In the interim, my understanding of archives and “archival frame analysis”continues to increase via
my activities as an embodied sociologist.  As a presenter of workshops for the ASA, the MSS, and the AHS,
I have interacted with an ever larger sample of archive-using sociologists.  The chance to sort, inventory and
arrange the official papers of the ASA, then at the Library of Congress, gave me a “backstage” look at one
of the world’s leading archival repositories.  As a ten-year member of the ASA Committee on Archives, I
got an insider’s view of organizational power struggles related to archives.  As the elected Chair of the ASA
Section on the History of Sociology, I got to see “section politics” play out in regard to archival issues.
Editing my own journal gives me hands-on decision-making experience regarding the publication of archival
materials.  My continuing  research in disciplinary history takes me to still more archives, in the U.S. and
abroad.

Most actively, at this moment, I am sharpening my insight into the technological and structural
importance of “lists” as mechanisms for social administration — à la Giddens — and as potentially liberating
tools of social exploration and organizational reconnaissance. For the ASA, I recently compiled a big list:
A Centennial Bibliography on the History of American Sociology. I decided it should include all American
sociological books published before 1925.  These are the works from which American sociology took root
and grew in stature.   This list of books provides an alternative perspective on the development of American
sociology.  Taken as a whole, these books offer a window (and an intersubjectively verifiable empirical base)
through which to document and correct myriad distortions in our subsequent disciplinary narrative.

To close, I leave you with another list: a bibliography of one-hundred-six doctoral dissertations
recently completed in seven selected departments of sociology.  All employ qualitative methodologies.  This
list provides salient trace evidence of considerable scholarly activity that can likely be multiplied many times
over as additional schools are included.  If you elect to write a qualitative doctoral dissertation, you will join
the company of many students at respected universities who have recently taken the same road.  They beckon
you to make this liminal journey.

_________________



3

REFERENCES FOR MATERIALS ON THE CD-R

1977. “Toward an Explanation of Jaywalking Behavior:  A Linear Regression Approach,” by Michael R.
Hill and Tim T. Roemer.  Man-Environment Systems (Association for the Study of Man-
Environment Relations) 7 (6): 343-49.

1981.  “Tourism, Authenticity, and Cuba.”  SWS Network (Sociologists for Women in Society) 12: 8, 19. 
1982.  “The Female Tourist in a Male Landscape,” by Michael R. Hill and Mary Jo Deegan.  CELA Forum

(Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture) 1 (2): 25-29.
1982.  “Spatial Structure and Decision-Making Aspects of Pedestrian Route Selection through an Urban

Environment.”  Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Geography, University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
(Dissertation Chair:  Robert H. Stoddard; Readers: Douglas M. Amedeo and Werner Leinfellner;
Additional committee member:  Brian W. Blouet).  279 pp.

1984.  “Epistemology, Axiology, and Ideology in Sociology.”  Mid-American Review of Sociology 9 (2): 59-
77. 

1984.  “Stalking the Urban Pedestrian:  A Comparison of Questionnaire and Tracking Methodologies for
Behavioral Mapping in Large-Scale Environments.”  Environment and Behavior 16 (5): 539-550.

1984. Walking, Crossing Streets and Choosing Pedestrian Routes:  A Survey of Recent Insights from the
Social/Behavioral Sciences, by Michael R. Hill.  (University of Nebraska Studies, No. 66).  Lincoln,
NE:  University of Nebraska.

1985.  “Walking Straight Home from School:  Pedestrian Route Choice by Young Children.”  Transportation
Research Record (National Research Council — Transportation Research Board) 959: 51-55.

1987. “’Asking Directions’ and Pedestrian Wayfinding.”  Man-Environment Systems (Association for the
Study of Man-Environment Relations) 37 (3/4): 113-120.  

1987.  “The Sociology and Experiences of Pedestrians.”  Man-Environment Systems (Association for the
Study of Man-Environment Relations) 37 (3/4): 71-78.

1987. “A Cross-Cultural Analysis of Several Forms of Parenting:  Mother, Genitrix, and Mater.”  Pp. 69-90
in On the Problem of Surrogate Parenthood:  Analyzing the Baby M Case, edited by Herbert
Richardson.  Lewiston, NY:  Edwin Mellen Press.

1988.  “Research by Bureaucracy:  Hattie Plum Williams and the National Commission on Law Observance
and Enforcement, 1929-1931.”  Mid-American Review of Sociology 13 (2): 69-84. 

1988.  “Roscoe Pound and the Seminarium Botanicum at the University of Nebraska, 1888-1889.”
Transactions of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences 16: 185-190. 

1988.  [1928].  “Sociology in the University of Nebraska, 1898-1927,” by George Elliott Howard.  Edited
by Michael R. Hill.  Mid-American Review of Sociology 13 (2): 3-19.

1988. [1931].   “The Stranger at the Curb,” by Mari Sandoz.  Edited by Michael R. Hill.  Mid-American
Review of Sociology 13 (2): 31-41.

1989.  “The Presentation of the City on ‘Fat-Letter’ Postcards,” by Mary Jo Deegan and Michael R. Hill.
Pp. 91-105 in American Ritual Dramas:  Social Rules and Cultural Meanings, by Mary Jo Deegan.
(Contributions in Sociology, No. 76).  New York:  Greenwood Press.

1989.  “Empiricism and Reason in Harriet Martineau’s Sociology.”  Pp. xv-lx in How to Observe Morals and
Manners, by Harriet Martineau.  Sesquicentennial edition of the first social science methods text,
with new appendices, index, and an introductory essay by Michael R. Hill.  Rutgers—The State
University, New Brunswick, NJ:  Transaction Books.

1989.  “Roscoe Pound and American Sociology:  A Study in Archival Frame Analysis, Sociobiography, and
Sociological Jurisprudence.”  Ph.D. Dissertation, Department of Sociology, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln.  (Dissertation Chair:  Miguel A. Carranza; Readers:  Alan Booth and Robert H. Stoddard;
Additional committee members:  Robert Benford and Jerry Cloyd).  930 pp.



4

1989.  “Mari Sandoz’ Sociological Imagination:  Capital City as an Ideal Type.”  Platte Valley Review
(University of Nebraska-Kearney Press — Papers from the Conference on Mari Sandoz) 17 (1): 102-
122.

1991.  “Doctoral Dissertations as Liminal Journeys of the Self:  Betwixt and Between in Graduate Sociology
Programs,” by Mary Jo Deegan and Michael R. Hill.  Teaching Sociology 19 (3): 322-332. 

1993.   Archival Strategies and Techniques, by Michael R. Hill.  With a series introduction by John Van
Maanen, Peter K. Manning, and Marc L. Miller.  (Qualitative Research Methods Series, Vol. 31).
Newbury Park, CA:  Sage Publications.  Vii + 88 pp.

1996. “Herland, by Charlotte Perkins Gilman.”  Pp. 251-54 in Masterpieces of Women’s Literature, edited
by Frank N. Magill.  New York:  HarperCollins.

1998.  Explorations in Social Research: Précis, Credos and Critiques, edited by Michael R. Hill.
(Especially prepared for Sociology 2510-901 (Research Methods) and Criminal Justice 2510-901
(Research Methods), University of Nebraska at Omaha, Offutt Air Force Base).  Lincoln, NE:
Howard’s Library.   Vii + 40 pp.

1999. “Ross, Edward Alsworth.”  Pp. 907-908 in American National Biography, volume 18, edited by John
A. Garraty and Mark C. Carnes.  Published under the auspices of the American Council of Learned
Societies.  New York:  Oxford University Press.

2000.  “The Intellectual Context of Émile Durkheim’s Review of George Elliott Howard’s American
Institutional Perspective on Marriage and Divorce.”  Sociological Origins 2 (Winter): 75-80.

2000.  “Loren Eiseley and Sociology at the University of Nebraska, 1926-1936: The Sociological Training
of a Noted Anthropologist.” (Reprint of an invited contribution published originally in The Caravan,
published by the Friends of Loren Eiseley).  Sociological Origins 2 (Winter): 96-106.

2000.  “Epistemological Realities:  Archival Data and Disciplinary Knowledge in the History of Sociology
— Or, When Did George Elliott Howard Study in Paris?”  Sociological Origins 2 (1, Special
Supplement): 3-25.

2000. [1928].  “My Sociological Life History – 1928,” by Lucile Eaves.  Edited by Michael R. Hill.
Sociological Origins 2 (2): 65-70.

2001.  “A Methodological Comparison of Harriet Martineau’s Society in America (1837) and Alexis de
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America (1835-1840).”  Pp. 59-74 in Harriet Martineau:  Theoretical
and Methodological Perspectives, edited by Michael R. Hill and Susan Hoecker-Drysdale.  New
York:  Routledge.

2001.  “Risk, Trust, and Technology in the Aftermath of the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001.”
(Special Issue: Sociologists Reflect on the Events of September 11, edited by Carla B. Howery).
Footnotes (American Sociological Association) 29 (September/October): 12.  

2001.  “Of Time, Space, and the History of Sociology:  Methodological Rules in Archives and Archival
Research.”  Pp. 326-336 in Mirrors and Windows:  Essays in the History of Sociology, edited by
Janusz Mucha, Dirk Kaesler, and Wlodzimierz Winclawski.  Torun (Poland): Nicholas Copernicus
University Press.

2002.  “Charlotte Perkins Gilman on the Symbolism and Sociology of Clothing,” by Michael R. Hill and
Mary Jo Deegan.  Pp. ix-xxvii in The Dress of Women:  A Critical Introduction to the Symbolism
and Sociology of Clothing, by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, edited with an introduction by Michael R.
Hill and Mary Jo Deegan.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press.

2003.  “Lists: Starting Points for Researching and Writing the Histories of Academic Departments.”  Invited
paper presented in the Professional Workshop: Writing a Departmental History, organized by
Patricia Madoo Lengermann and Jill M. Niebrugge-Brantley, American Sociological Association,
98th Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, August 15-19, 2003.  14 pp.



5

2004.  “An Introduction to Harriet Martineau’s Lake District Writings.”  Pp. 25-54 in An Independent
Woman’s Lake District Writings, by Harriet Martineau, compiled, edited, and introduced by Michael
R. Hill. Amherst, NY: Humanity Books (An imprint of Prometheus Books).

2004.  “Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Sociological Perspective on Ethics and Society,” by Michael R. Hill and
Mary Jo Deegan).  Pp. vix-xxvii in Social Ethics: Sociology and the Future of Society, by Charlotte
Perkins Gilman, edited with an introduction by Michael R. Hill and Mary Jo Deegan.  Westport, CT:
Praeger. 

2004. [1838].  How to Observe Morals and Manners: The First Methods Text in Sociology, by Harriet
Martineau.  Edited and Abridged with an Introduction for Students, by Michael R. Hill. (Especially
prepared for Professor Mike Forrest Keen’s course in sociological research methods at Indiana
University South Bend).  Lincoln, NE: Howard’s Library.  34 pp.

2005.  A Centennial Bibliography on the History of American Sociology.  Prepared under contract for the
Executive Office of the American Sociological Association in consultation with the Centennial
Bibliography Committee of the ASA Section on the History of Sociology.  (Published on the official
ASA website in pdf format).  214 pp.

2005.  “Jessie Lawson and the National Sociological Society of 1903.”  Pp. 127-140  in Diverse Histories
of American Sociology, edited by Anthony J. Blasi. (Sponsored by the History of Sociology Section
of the American Sociological Association).  Leiden (The Netherlands): Brill.

2005.  “Sociological Thought Experiments: Five Examples from the History of Sociology.” (The 2003 Iowa
Sociological Association Keynote Address).  Sociological Origins  3 (Spring,  Special Supplement):
3-19.

2005.  “Methods and Techniques for Studying the History of Sociology in America.”  (University of Salerno,
Second Meeting on the History of Sociology, co-sponsored by the United States Consulate, Naples).
Sociological Origins 4 (Fall, Special Supplement): 3-12.

2005.  “On Edward Lombe, Translating Auguste Comte, and the Liberal English Press: A Previously
Unpublished Letter,” by Harriet Martineau.  Edited with an introduction by Michael R. Hill.
Sociological Origins 3 (2): 100-102.

2006.  Methodological Bridges to Social Experience: Qualitative Techniques Employed in Recent Doctoral
Dissertations from Seven American Departments of Sociology — One-Hundred-Six Examples of
Qualitative Methods Used in Sociology Ph.D. Dissertations at Brandies University, Harvard
University, University of California-Berkeley, University of Chicago, University of Colorado at
Boulder, University of Notre Dame, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison (2000-2005).
Compiled with an Introduction by Michael R. Hill.  Lincoln, NE: Howard’s Library. 38 pp.

In Press.  “American Sociological Association.”  Accepted for publication in the Blackwell Encyclopedia
of Sociology, edited by George Ritzer.  Malden, MA:   Blackwell Publishing.

In Press.  “Roscoe Pound.”  Accepted for publication in the Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, edited by
George Ritzer.  Malden, MA:   Blackwell Publishing.

Submitted.  “Theory, Values, and Practice in the Legal Lifeworld of Sociological Jurisprudence: Roscoe
Pound’s Views on Professional Women,” by Michael R. Hill.  Submitted for presentation at the 2006
Meetings of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada.

Submitted.  “Tradition, Practice, and Our Disciplinary Foundations: The Intellectual and Organizational
Context of the First Sociology Ph.D. Granted by the University of Nebraska — Anderson William
Clark’s 1905 Study of State Control and Supervision of Charities and Corrections,” by Michael R.
Hill and Mary Jo Deegan.  Submitted for presentation at the 2006 Meetings of the American
Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada.

_________________


	University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
	2006

	A Seven-Minute Sketch Of My Research
	Michael R. Hill


