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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD LITERATURE OF THE
BETHYLIDAE (HYMENOPTERA: BETHYLOIDEA)

Bradford A. Hawkins1

The Bethylidae are a primitive family of
aculeate Hymenoptera which  presently
consists of about 2,200 nominal species.
They are worldwide in distribution and all
species are primary, external parasites of
Lepidoptera and Coleoptera larvae. Due to
their host associations, bethylids are
potentially useful for the biological
control of various agricultural pests in
the aforementioned groups. Unfortunately,
the true potential of bethylids in applied
biological control cannot be ascertained
now because they have been used
infrequently. Some species show strong
promise, but their use is handicapped by a
relative lack of basic taxonomic and
biological knowl edge. The most recent
world catalog for bethylids 1is Kieffer
(1914). A world catalog 1is forthcoming
(Gordh, in prep.). There has never been a
compilation of the world literature.

This bibliography provides a world list
of references to bethylids through 1984,
including taxonomy, biology, ecology,
distribution, host relationships, and their
use in biological control. References
cited are those verified by us. We have
omitted a few that we have been unable to
obtain or confirm. A few citations are for
various reasons incomplete but have been
included when enough information is
available to obtain the paper. We are
grateful to Professor Laszlo Moczar for
supplying key references to the Mesitinae.
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