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Owls of the United States and Canada: A Complete Guide
to Their Biology and Behavior. By Wayne Lynch. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007. xx + 242 pp. Photographs, appendix, references, index. $39.95 cloth.

Ecology and Behavior of Chickadees and Titmice: An Integrated Approach. Edited by Ken A. Otter. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2007. xxiv + 319 pp. Maps, figures, tables,
references, index. $125.00 cloth.

Wayne Lynch, one of Canada’s premier wildlife photographers, is also the author of a dozen wonderfully illustrated
natural history books as well as a retired physician. As such,
one might not expect from him an authoritative book on owls.
Yet here is a volume both satisfying in its up-to-date and accurate information on owl biology and dazzling with nearly
200 of what are probably the most spectacular color photos
of owls ever assembled. All of these are his own, and almost
all illustrate wild, unrestrained birds in their native habitats.
Simply to say they are stunning is to understate his achievement.
Lynch’s photographs, the heart of the book, deserve special
attention. All nineteen of the owls of the U.S. and Canada are
illustrated photographically, each accompanied by a thumbnail descriptive sketch and range map. The great majority of
the photos, however, depict the owls found primarily at high
latitudes, especially such spectacular northern species as the
snowy owl, great gray owl, boreal owl, and northern hawk
owl. Great gray owls and great horned owls are particularly
well represented by photos, including many charming shots
of nesting birds and their wide-eyed downy nestlings. More
than 20 images are memorable full-page plates; there is also
a haunting two-page spread of a snowy owl on an unbroken
snowy landscape. Any wildlife photographer can come away
with only undiluted envy and great professional respect after
seeing such fine work.
Although the text is partly written as a first-person narrative, most of it is a succinct, interesting summary of comparative owl biology, rather than a series of individual species
accounts, which tend to repeat already available information.
In-text literature citations aren’t used, but the authors of major
research findings are identified and their work referenced in a
literature section with nearly 300 citations, some published as
recently as 2005.
I have more than a dozen owl books on my office bookshelves, a testimony to their popularity among both biologistauthors and the reading public, but probably none is so attractive
and accessibly informative as this one. Through the work of
missionaries such as Wayne Lynch and Robert Nero, the Canadian public’s understanding of and appreciation for owls has
been greatly improved, to the point that three of Canada’s ten
provinces have selected owls for their provincial emblems. As
one who has seen dozens of wounded and dead owls senselessly
and illegally shot by Nebraska hunters, I find some hope in the
efforts of such eloquent Canadian spokesmen for the survival of
these wonderful birds. Paul A. Johnsgard, School of Biological Sciences, University of Nebraska–Lincoln.

The family Paridae (comprised primarily of the chickadees
and titmice of North America and the tits of Eurasia) is among
the most familiar and best-studied of all bird families. Widely
distributed across much of North America, with several species
represented in the Great Plains, this group of endearing little
birds is familiar to anyone who feeds birds in the yard or shops
for holiday cards. David Lack and other European ornithologists began studies of great tits (Parus major) in England, the
Netherlands, and Belgium in the early and mid-20th century
that have continued to date and are among the longest-term
field studies of birds ever done. The many insights that have
come from the European studies are well known to most ornithologists, but until reading this book I had not appreciated the
extensive research done on the North American parids in the
last 20-30 years.
As the editor emphasizes in his introduction, the appeal
of parids to researchers derives from their relative tameness,
allowing close approach in the field, their willingness (at least
in Eurasia) to use artificial nest boxes that researchers provide,
and their ability to tolerate being kept in aviaries. Perhaps not
surprisingly, these birds have been the subject of numerous investigations in evolution, psychology, neuroethology, ecology,
and animal behavior.
Deriving from a workshop held in 2005, this book brings
together much of the work being done on chickadees and titmice in North America. Seventeen chapters by leading North
American parid biologists address the neurobiology and endocrinology of spatial behavior and food caching, photoperiodism, timing of reproduction, phylogeography, hybridization,
demography, dominance and fitness, vocalizations, landscape
ecology, and winter social behavior. The chapters, in general
well written and clearly presented, offer something to anyone
interested in these topics (although most authors rarely draw
parallels to taxa beyond the other parids). Those who study
this group of birds or even other temperate latitude birds with
similar ecology and behavior will find the book valuable.
One of the volume’s stated goals is to compare the North
American chickadees and titmice to the well-studied Eurasian
birds, especially the great tit and blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus)
that have figured prominently in so many studies. The individual chapters succeed in doing this to varying degrees. In
the concluding chapter, André Dhondt describes explicitly the
behavioral and ecological differences between North American
and Eurasian parids, and I found this to be the most interesting part of the book. I have always wondered how representative the work done on the bird-box-nesting European tits is of
birds in general, and Dhondt points out that some of it may
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not be representative of even other parids. The great and blue
tits (GBT), phylogenetically, are more basal taxa, and most of
the other species that have been studied (especially in North
America) are more evolutionarily derived. GBT more readily
use bird boxes than do the North American species, perhaps
because GBT do not excavate their own cavities, and consequently studies on reproductive ecology and fitness have been
easier and more numerous for GBT. The other parids are more
likely to cache food and defend group territories in winter, and
they have more limited song repertoires but more complex
vocalizations than do the GBT. Most studies of winter social
organization in parids come from the North American species,
although more total papers have been published on the great tit
alone than all other species combined. Clearly the message is
that the great tit is really quite different from the typical North
American chickadee.
This is a useful, attractive book that will be a major reference on this bird family, and the insights gained from it will
likely prove to be broadly applicable across many kinds of
birds. Charles R. Brown, Department of Biological Sciences,
University of Tulsa.
It’s a Long Way from Llano: The Journey of a Wildlife
Biologist. By James G. Teer. College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 2008. xii + 152 pp. Photographs, references,
index. $29.95 cloth.
James G. Teer’s career in wildlife science, management,
and policy has spanned a half century. During that time he
worked as a biologist for the now Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, chaired the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Sciences at Texas A&M University, and directed the Welder
Wildlife Foundation in Sinton, Texas. He also became involved
in international conservation issues in Africa, India, South
America, and Russia. Teer’s lengthy and diverse career serves
as a natural foundation for his autobiographical musings in
Llano.
The book has eleven chapters. Subject matter includes biography (he had a deadbeat dad), commentary, philosophy, and
natural history. The biography will be fascinating to those of
us who know Teer and worked under or with him. The national
and international conservation issues—buck-only harvest,
great cats, saiga antelope, wildlife management in Africa—
will appeal to a more general audience. Teer aims the book at
university students in wildlife conservation and management;
his experiences and commentary certainly will be useful and
informative to this audience.
Although he doesn’t address ecological or social issues of
the Great Plains per se, the manner in which Teer has encountered and dealt with conservation issues provides history and
experience that could inform issue resolution anywhere. The
writing is as clear as the San Gabriel River in its pristine state,
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the river that was part of the natural world of his youth and
influenced Teer to become a wildlife biologist.
At the beginning of the conservation movement in America,
wildlife biologists were male, Caucasian, and avid hunters; that
is simply the way it was. This circumstance held sway from
the time of Aldo Leopold into at least the 1960s, when values
began to change. “Wildlife biology, once largely confined to
game animals, now emphasizes all species, huntable or not, and
ecosystem management has replaced species management,”
Teer writes.
Llano gives one a sense of a coda for a game-oriented conservation movement that started in the 1920s and 1930s and
has largely run its course early in the Third Millennium. Teer’s
experiences, friendships, and values well reflect the zeitgeist of
wildlife conservation and management in America during that
era. Fred S. Guthery, Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management, Oklahoma State University.
Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and
Development. Edited by Miriam Jorgensen. Foreword by Oren
Lyons. Afterword by Satsan (Herb George). Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 2007. xiv + 363 pp. Figures, notes, references,
index. $40.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.
The future of American Indian law and policy is here, and it
is nation building. Nation building is the struggle of American
Indian tribes to exercise tribal sovereignty in a progressive and
creative manner to restore and modernize the governance structures of tribal governments. In their essays, Stephen Cornell
and Joseph Kalt, founders of the Harvard Project on American
Indian Economic Development and leaders of the Native Nations Institute on Leadership, Management, and Policy at the
University of Arizona, argue that the long-overdue transfer of
Indian Country authority and control by the United States to
Indian nations is well underway, but that Indian tribes must now
move forward to develop effective governance and economic
development structures.
Rebuilding Native Nations is a powerful restatement and
reconsideration of American Indian self-determination, a
federal policy approaching five decades in age. Its essays draw
upon more than a decade of tribal success stories collected and
celebrated by the Harvard Project. Individual chapters focus on
particular subject areas such as tribal economic development,
intergovernmental relations, and tribal constitutional and tribal
court development. The authors draw out commonalities about
successful nation building in tribal communities, theorizing an
underlying basis, and leading readers to understand how to replicate that success. The chapter on tribal courts by Judge Joseph
Thomas Flies-Away, Judge Carrie Garrow, and Miriam Jorgenson, coupled with a chapter by Joseph Kalt on tribal constitutions, demonstrates how a separate and functioning judiciary
can assist with building tribal economies by protecting through
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