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2004-05 Christmas Bird Counts in Nebraska

The addition of a new count encompassing Ponca State Park brings our
total reported Nebraska counts to twelve this year. A total of 199 field counters and
20 feeder watchers participated. Temperatures were average, DeSoto being the cold
spot, and precipitation was minimal.

This was the first year Cackling Geese were reported, following the recent
split of Canada and Cackling Geese; a total of 70 were counted in 6 circles.
American Wigeon numbers have been rising steadily on Nebraska CBCs, and the
trend continued this year with 819 counted, a 25-year high. Three White-winged
Scoters were found at Lake McConaughy, where they have been counted in three of
the past four years. Greater Scaup made a good showing this year also, with a total
of 123 counted, highest for the past 15 years. Common Mergansers were down this
year, from over 36,000 last year to 5279 this year, but more Red-breasted
Mergansers were counted this year (47) than ever before. To muddy the taxonomic
waters a bit this year, 3 hybrid ducks were reported.

No Gray Partridges were found this year, but Galliformes in general made a
good showing. Sharp-tailed Grouse were at a 10-year high, and Wild Turkeys seem
poised to take over the state. This year’s count of 1367 surpassed last year’s all-time
high by 210 birds. Raptor numbers were also in the usual range. A Goshawk at
Scotts Bluff was a standout, and a record-high 341 Bald Eagles were counted.

Eight gull species were observed, including Thayer’s, Iceland, Glaucous and
Great Black-backed; all except the Grand Island Franklin’s Gull made appearances at
Lake McConaughy. Ring-billed, California and Herring Gulls all had higher counts
this year than in recent years.

The expansion of the Eurasian Collared-Dove was reflected in the highest-
ever count of 75. This species was first counted on a Nebraska Christmas Bird
Count in 2000, and the numbers have been steadily increasing ever since. In 2000, it
was recorded only at Lake McConaughy; this year it was found on 5 counts.

Nebraska’s population of Black-capped Chickadees continues to be a cause
for concern. Although there was a slight increase in the number of chickadees
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counted at five locations (Beaver Valley, Calamus-Loup, Lake McConaughy,
Lincoln and Scottsbiuff), overall numbers declined again: 699 compared to last
year’s low count of 774, in spite of the fact that data from an additional count
(Ponca) were included this year. The pattern remains the same: locations along the
Missouri River have low counts which are still dropping but are not out of line with
data from the past 25 years. Panhandle counts in general have not seen a drastic
decline either, although they were uneven this year: Crawford dropped while
Scottsbluff increased. In the rest of the state, between the Missouri River valley and
the Panhandle, numbers are still low. Grand Island reported only 6 this year; in
Norfolk only 36 were found, compared to counts in the hundreds in past years.

Counts outside of Nebraska continue to reflect this pattern: Christmas Bird
Counts to the east of Nebraska in Sioux City and Shenandoah, lowa, both had
increases in chickadee numbers (Shenandoah nearly doubled their 2003 count of 69)
and the overall numbers at these counts are within the range of historical fluctuation.
Likewise western counts at Rapid City, South Dakota, and Casper, Wyoming, were
not drastically low and showed increases this year. However, counts in central
South Dakota and north central Kansas continued to show abnormally low numbers
of chickadees, as do our central Nebraska counts. (Christmas Bird Count data from
outside Nebraska were obtained from www.audubon.org.)

This year’s Red-breasted Nuthatch total of 99 birds ties the 1999 total for
the highest count ever. Likewise Townsend’s Solitaires had the highest count ever:
223. More European Starlings were counted this year than in any year previous, a
stunning 61,255. On a more cheerful note, Cedar Waxwings hit an all-time high
count of 2537 on 10 counts, and a total of 562 Bohemian Waxwings, which had
never before been recorded on Nebraska CBCs, were found in three locations
(Crawford, Lake McConaughy and Scottsbluff).

Sparrow numbers were in the normal range, although all three Zonotrichia
sparrows showed declines this year. The White-crowned Sparrow count of 58 is a 4-
year low, and only 5 White-throated Sparrows (excluding a count week sighting at
Branched Oak) were found, which is a 12-year low. Harris’s Sparrows have been
scarce for the past two years: a total of 75 were found in 2003 and 52 in 2004,
compared to 534 in 2002. The 2003 and 2004 Harris’s Sparrow counts are the
lowest in 40 years; totals in the hundreds are typical.

A pleasant surprise was the single Pine Grosbeak found at Branched Oak, a
first for Nebraska CBCs. Purple Finches were down to a more usual count of 82
after their high of 223 in 2003. Two Cassin’s Finches, a species not often observed
on CBCs, were found at Lake McConaughy. Red Crossbills had a good winter
here, with 91 counted at Branched Qak.

2004-05 CBC PARTICIPANTS

Beaver Valley Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler) (2)

Branched Oak-Seward Kari Anderson, Andrea Code, John Dinan, Rick Eades,
Larry Einemann, Mike Ellis, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Renae Held, Mark

Humpert, Thomas Labedz, Ted LaGrange, Kevin Poague, Sarah Rehme, Mary
Steinbeck, Randy Stutheit, Kelly Wells (16)
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Calamus-Loup Norma Brockmoller, Donna Christiansen, Isolde Cutshall, Roger
Cutshall, Robin Harding, David Heidt (compiler), Lyla Koehlmoos, Lanny
Randolph, Jerry Toll, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff, Bonnie Wylie (12)

Crawford Elliott Bedows, Christian Michelson, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna
Walgren (4)

DeSoto-Bayer Bob Barry (compiler), Laurine Blankenau, Ruth Campbell, Phylisha
Eshelman, Nelli Falzgraf, Janet Greer, Mace Hack, Steve Lamphere, Don Maas,
Shirley Maas, Lynne Magee, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Dave Murcia, Rosalie
Noteman, Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Neal Ratzlaff, Paul Roisen,
Roland Searcy, Jerry Toll, Patricia Wiiliams (23)

Grand Island  Felipe Chavez-Ramirez, Anton Curtis, Dan Glomski, Blake
Hatfield, Ann Kruse, Ron Kruse, Ray Kusak, Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim
Meyer, Steve Morris, Michele Parde, Jerry Pekas, Patricia Smith, Vern Throop, Eric
Volden. Feeder Watchers: Gay Crandell, Helen Siem, Ken Tweedy (15 + 3 feeder
watchers)

Lake McConaughy Henry Armknecht, Elliott Bedows, Stephen J. Dinsmore
(compiler), Robin Harding, Bill Huntley, Todd Jensen, Bette Klaphake, Clem
Klaphake, Peter Kondrashev, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ross
Silcock, Mark Urwiller, Zack Urwiller (15)

Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Andrea Bair, Anita Breckbill, Linda
R. Brown (compiler), Jackie Canterbury, Kevin Degarmo, Barbara DiBernard, James
Eades, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Tim Knott,
Josef Kren, Thomas E. Labedz, George Maly, Kevin Poague, Kathy Putensen, Ken
Reitan, Dick Rhodes, Ramona Rhodes, Bernie Rieke, Carolyn Rieke, Moni Usasz,
Joyce Vannier, Lyle Vannier, Audie Wise, Gertrude Wood (29)

Norfolk Joyce Borgelt, Norma Brockmoller, Ed Brogie, John Brogie, Joseph
Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, Isolde Cutshall, Lawrence Falk, Cody
Hartman, Tony Jacobsen, David Heidt, Gene Kincanon, Lyla Koehlmoos, Paul
Timm, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff (compiler), Martin Wolff, Bonnie Wylie (19)

Omaha Chris Adams, Roland Barth, Laurine Blankenau, David Crawford, Sharon
Draper, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Juan Sio Guie, Betty Grenon (compiler), Clem
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, Terry
Lassek, Don Maas, Shirley Maas, Lynn Magee, David Mills, Babs Padelford, Loren
Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Dick Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, Allen Reyer,
Jean Richter, Kathleen Rose, Rick Schmid, Eric Scholar, Kathy Schwery, Vicki
Scoville, Greg Stoiber, Jerry Toll, Pat Williams, Chunhui Yi (36)

Ponca Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Mike Jones, Linn Nordsiden, Jerry
Probst, Jerry VonEhwegen (6)

Scottsbluff Henry Armknecht, Elliott Bedows, Bob Delara, Kathy Del ara,
Stephen J. Dinsmore, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Paul
Dunbar, Lonnie Frimann, Robin Harding, Charlotte Herrell, Helen Hughson, Alice
Kenitz (compiler), Peter Kondrashev, Brad McKinney, Connie McKinney, 'Kay
Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ruben Siegfried, Ross Silcock (22)



Beaver Valley
Branched Oak-Seward
Calamus-Loup
Crawford
DeSoto-Boyer
Grand Island

Lake McConaughy
Lincoln

Norfolk

Omaha

Ponca

Scottsbluff

Date

2 Jan 05
19 Dec
1 Jan 05
20 Dec
19 Dec
18 Dec
19 Dec
18 Dec
18 Dec
18 Dec
27 Dec
18 Dec

Species

30
76
49
30
55
64
100

55
62
43
77
131

Observers at Grand Island and Lake McConaughy

2004-05 CBC Site Data

Individuals

497
6.892
28,830
1,044
18.461
42,095
16,018
10,273
14,990
17.661
1.856
22,791
181,408

Observers

16
12

23
15+3
15+17
29
19
36
6
22
199 + 20

Low Temp High Temp Sky (am/pm)

13

include 3 and 17 feeder watchers. respectively.

34
22
35
42
16
47
48
49
32
47
35
48

partly cloudy/clear
cloudy/partly cloudy
cloudy/cloudy
cloudy/partly cloudy
clear

clear/partly cloudy
partly cloudy

partly cloudy
cloudy/cloudy

pt. cloudy/cloudy
partly cloudy

clear/clear

Rain

none
none
light
none
none
none
none
none
nong
none
noneg

none

Snow

none
noneg
none
none
none
nong
none
none
light
noneg
noneg

none
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Beaver
Valley

Gr. White-fronted Goose
Snow Goose -
Ross's Goose -
Canada Goose -

Cackling Goose -
£00se sp -
Trumpeter Swan -
Gadwall -

American Wigeon -
American Black Duck -
Mallard 52
Northern Shoveler -

Northern Pintail -
Green-winged Teal -
Casvasback -
Redhead -

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto

Seward

35
100

2,557

37
1

5

520

Loup

2.209 14

cwW -

Boyer

Grand
Island

Lake Lincoln Norfolk
McC

[ 1601
2416 3431 739
16 - 1
L

77 .
130 - -

1110 1,222 2,085

75 2 -
20 - -
81 - -

Omaha

2,600

3,487

Ponca

Scotts-
bluff

70

684

11.882

68
30

Total

39

3,672

21,939

819

24,110
15

70
124
20
87

143
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Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup
White-winged Scoter

Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Barrow's Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser

Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Mallard x N. Shoveler

Mallard x N. Pintail

C. Goldeneye x H. Merg.
duck sp.

Ring-necked Pheasant

Beaver
Valley

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford
Seward Loup

2 . .

30 327 -

10 - -

192 1,048 -

1 - .

14 2 7

DeSoto
Boyer

Grand
Island

Lake Lincoln Norfolk
McC

76 - -

119 - -
530 - -

148 - -

704 10 -

12 - -

3.956 10 -
47 - -

Omaha

244

oW

44

Ponca

Scotts-
bluff

65
4
33

Total

141
123
583

155

1.779

23

5.277
47

96
180
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Sharp-tailed Grouse
Greater Prairie-Chicken
Wild Turkey

Northern Bobwhite

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Western Grebe

Clark's Grebe

American White Pelican
Great Blue Heron
Osprey

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk

Beaver
Valley

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto

Seward

Loup

40
53
237
68

Boyer

—_ N s S

Grand
Island

—_ =,

27
10

Lake Lincoln
McC

._.
<
—_— N,

Norfolk

W =

‘“w R NN

Omaha

Ponca

_—

Scotts-
bluff

Total

48
84
1.367
98

e N

29

341
39
23
10

9¢
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Beaver

Valley
Goshawk -
accipiter sp.
Red-tailed Hawk 9
Ferruginous Hawk -
Rough-legged Hawk 4
Buteo sp. -
Golden Eagle -
American Kestrel -
Merlin 1

Prairie Falcon -
Virginia Rail -
American Coot -

Killdeer -
Wilson's Snipe -
Franklin's Gull -
Ring-billed Gull -

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto

Seward

v DNW

~

cw

cw

66

Loup

N

1.500

Boyer

Grand
Island

Lake Lincoln

McC

992

614

Norfolk

Omaha

Ponca

Scotts-
bluff

Total

134

KON 00

167

11

3.200
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California Gull
Herring Gull
Thayer's Gull
Iceland Gull

Glaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Gull

gull sp.
Rock Pigeon

Eurasian Collared-Dove
Mourning Dove
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl

Barred Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Belted Kingfisher

Beaver
Valley

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto

Seward

77

Loup

Boyer

AN e -,

Grand
Island

(V]

Lake Lincoln

McC

44
160

12

Norfolk

Omaha

Ponca

S

o

Scotts-
bluff

242

TSI

LS

Total

44
564

2,257

75
170
29
37

13
14

36

8¢
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2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Beaver Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto  Grand Lake Lincoln Norfolk Omaha Ponca Scotts- Total

Valley Seward  Loup Boyer Island McC bluff
Red-headed Woodpecker - 1 - - - - - - - 28 - - 29
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 37 3 - 88 5 4 15 24 98 14 1 290
Yellow-bel. Sapsucker - 1 - - 1 - - 5 - 1 - - 8
Downy Woodpecker 3 47 16 1 112 17 23 45 24 81 10 15 394
Hairy Woodpecker 3 16 3 1 14 2 2 9 6 12 6 3 77
Northern Flicker 8 44 15 1 139 37 47 10 26 59 22 54 462
Loggerhead Shrike 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1
Northern Shrike - 4 3 3 1 4 6 4 2 1 3 2 33
Blue Jay 3 68 4 1 88 12 15 39 30 46 20 80 406
Black-billed Magpie - - - 10 - 10 32 - 5 - 1 34 92
American Crow 17 255  8.568 9 171 53 17 134 382 181 58 25 9.870
Horned Lark 54 200 10 411 23 517 6 33 6 1 356 1.617
Black-capped Chickadee 11 11 18 15 187 6 27 27 36 275 45 41 699
Mountain Chickadee - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1
Tufted Titmouse - - - - 14 - - - - 52 - - 66
Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 17 1 3 - 2 27 13 2 6 - 24 99
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White-breasted Nuthatch
Pygmy Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

Winter Wren

Marsh Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Eastern Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend's Solitaire
Hermit Thrush

American Robin
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
European Starling

Beaver
Valley

7

2

44

42

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford DeSoto  Grand Lake Lincoln Norfolk

Seward  Loup Boyer Island McC
40 7 6 77 11 10 30 20
- - 2 - - - - -
3 - - 5 4 8 22 1
oW - - - - - 2 -
3 - - - - 1 - -
- - - - - 4 1 -
9 - - 33 - 18 8 3
- . - - - 1 - -
22 - - 53 i - - -
- - - 3 - -
5 4 6 1 - 140 - -
- - 1 - - 1 -
73 10,216 3,847 251 619 9 25
210 308 205 4,511 33,207 1,148 3,126 8,687

Omaha

172

7,397

Ponca

600

288

Scotts-
bluff

62

2,126

Total

348

57

80

152

223

15,918

61,255

oY
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Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Spotted Towhee

American Tree Sparrow
Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Harris's Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow
sparrow sp.

Dark-eyed Junco
Lapland Longspur

Northern Cardinal
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
meadowlark sp.

Beaver
Valley

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford

Seward  Loup

- - 225
1 1,742 -
1 - -
434 360 65
7 - -
oW - -
7 - -

1 - -
38 - -
378 163 63
5 4 -
134 15 -
140 85 -
10 - -

DeSoto
Boyver

35

795
13

10

798

173
125

Grand
Island

Lake Lincoln Norfolk
McC

237 - -
385 63 12
5 - -
- 2 -

116 116 177

24 - 3
- 1 .
13 6 1
2 . .
425 387 290
15 - -
20 57 29
4 8 73

1 -

8 24 oW

Omaha

Ponca

134

36

Scolts-
bluff

100
30

1

172
13

53

287

67

503

43

Total

562
2,537

2.606
90

52
58
48
3,532
94

670
1.298

176

1 ON €L IOA

MITASY PITg BYSEIqON UL,

1%



Rusty Blackbird
Brewer's Blackbird
Common Grackle
Great-tailed Grackle

Brown-headed Cowbird
blackbird sp.

Pine Grosbeak

Purple Finch

Cassin's Finch

House Finch

Red Crossbill

Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

TOTAL SPECIES

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS

Beaver
Valley

30

497

2004 - 2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Br. Oak CalamusCrawford

Seward

19
91

275
322

76

6,892

Loup

1

67
753
101

49

28.830

10
91
39
172
30

1.044

DeSoto
Boyer

33
231
394

55

18.461

Grand
Island

24

3
3

110

198

820

64

42,095

Lake
McC

220
169
235
264
100

16,018

Lincoln

45

89

299

55

10.273

Norfolk

265
975

55

14,990

Omaha

108

274

613

62

17,661

Ponca

[= T

70
10

43

1856

Scotts-
bluff

189
148
78
532
77

22,791

Total

(38
—-_— N N3 W

11
58

82
837
91
429
2,507
4,567

131

181.408

47
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