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fountains should be placed sufficiently high above the ground to
avoid the entrance of fecal matters. The water must be fre-
quently changed and the containers scalded by means of boiling
water. Cleanliness must prevail in all the details of feeding
and watering. The addition of chemicals and medicines to
food and water is always superfluous and quite often harmful.

DUST BATH

Special attention must be given to the factors which tend
to keep our birds free from external parasites. Among those
the so-called dust wallow occupies a very prominent place. Not
only does this enable the fowls to shake off at least a part of
their guests, but it also tends to remove the dead scales, scurt
and loose feathers from the skin. It promotes individual clean-
liness. The dust of the bath must be very dry, fine and light.
Fine sand to, which a certain amount of cheap snuff has been
added is most excellent for the purpose. The best place for the
dust wallow is in the free, open air, but when weather condi-
tions force us to keep the poultry within doors a box or a
screened off portion of the poultry house must answer the pur-
pose.

LICE AND MITES

To combat lice and mites in poultry houses the use of kero-
sene emulsion is the cheapest and at the same time the most
efficient method. It is prepared as follows:

Dissolve about one-quarter of a pound of common laundry
soap in one gallon of soft water by boiling. When the soap has
all dissolved and the solution is still hot, pour into it two gal-
lons of kerosene and stir mixture vigorously.

Of the resulting creamy emulsion one part is added to
eight or ten parts of warm soft water. This can be used as a
spray or applied by means of a brush.

The fowls themselves may be freed by dusting in between
the feathers a fine powder of commercial sodium fluoride. An-
other powder recommended for the same purpose is prepared
thus: Take one part of cresol and three parts of gasoline and
add to it enough plaster of paris to take up all the moisture.
As a rule one gallon of plaster of paris will be required for
every quart of the liquid mixture. The resulting brown powder
is dusted under the feathers of the fowls affected.
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DISEASE PREVENTION

The methods of prevention of the communicable diseases of
poultry vary somewhat with the nature of the infection con-
fronting a given flock. Some general principles of disease pre-
vention may be given consideration without unduly enlarging
the scope of this circular.

To begin with, the poultry owner should always look upon
a sick fowl with considerable suspicion. When one or more
members of the flock are moping and drooping around, it is al-
ways well to consider the presence of specific infection as im-
minently possible. Such sick birds should be immediately segre-
gated away from the flock if not destroyed and burned outright.
If birds die in numbers from unknown causes the carcasses may
be sent to the department of animal pathology and hygiene of
the College of Agriculture, whenever the nature of the disease
cannot be ascertained by local veterinary practitioners or when-
ever such are not available to give prompt advice.

Dead birds should never be carelessly disposed of. They
should always be burned and the same measure should be ap-
plied to the entrails and offal of poultry killed for the table use.

Newly purchased fowls as well as those returning from
fairs and shows must always be kept in segregation until ob-
servation continued for two or three weeks indicate that they
are in perfect health.

A well organized poultry establishment should always be
prepared to move the healthy part of an infected flock to new
and noninfected quarters.

INFECTION MANAGEMENT

In the face of the more virulent poultry diseases, among
which the one known as fowl-cholera is the more prevalent type,
the following measures can be unqualifiedly recommended :

Remove all the members of the flock yet in apparent good
health to clean, unexposed ground and quarters and there divide
them in as many small, separate groups as possible.

IGll all sick birds without spilling any blood on the ground
and destroy all carcasses by burning. Disinfect all eating and
drinking utensils and poultry houses in a most thorough man-
ner. Leave the infected yards or quarters unpopulated by poul-
try until they have been exposed for at least two months to the
purifying influences of warm weather. During this period all
pools and puddles should be drained and filled in.



