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Nests. Twerty-eigkt nests for each unit of 160 hens will be suf-
ficlent even when the <flock is 1laying at a rate of TO per cent. Bottom di-
mensions of & practical nest are 14 inches deep and 12 inches wide. Nests '
should be pleced on shelves, but should not be permanently nalled to the shelf
go that thay can be removed eaegily to facilitate cleaning. Shelves and sides
should also be treated with wood preservative to control mites.

¥Wkon trapnestz are used, one nest for every four hens 1s a satis-
factory ratio. However, trapnests are not practical laying house equipment,
but must be consldered one of the Iinstruments used by professional poultry
breeders.

Dry Mash Feeders. From the standpoint of its influence on egg pro-
duction, the dry mash feeder should probably be given first place in the laying
house equipment list. Most pcoultrymen builld theilr management system around the
oractice of keeplng dry mash constantly avallable. At least four six foot
feeders should be provided for each unit of 160 hens. Small containers for
oyster shell or crushed limestons and another container for road gravel for grit
ghould also be provided. ' "

Most of the mash feeders now belng used are of the open trough type
with wire guldes or reels on top to prevent bilrds from roosting on the feeders
and contawinating the feed. Trough type feeders have an advantage over the
large supply hopper type 1in that the consumption of grain and mash can be regu-
lated more reedily. The trough type feeders are usually placed on a stand
raised about 18 inches above the floor.

Watering Equipment. Equipment for watering ranges all the way from
simple, twelve quart pails to self cleaning, running water equipment, which is
practical when running water can be made available at a low cost. When the
temperature is above ireezing, a unit of 160 hens will require about seven
gallons of water dally. Setting the pall on a slatted stand above the floor so
that litter will not be scratched into the water is advisable.

OTHER  ADAPTATIONS

: The standard 20 x 24 foot luying house wunit can also be used-as a
- permunent brooder house . for chicks and poults. Suggested arrangements for the
use of this house are shown on pages 4 and 7, additional suggestions are given
in Nebruske Extension Circular 1462,

POULTRY HOUSE PLANS

Larger warking drawings for the poultry houses shown in this circular
are avallable from the Department of Agricultural Engineering, College of Agri-
culture, Lincoln, Nebraska. The shed roof plan can be obtained by asking for
plun No. 10.727-5 and enclosing $.60. The gable roof plan No. 10.727-1k 1is
available ac the same price.



