





8. Leave 3 to 4 hollow trees standing per acre (8 to 10 per ha) as den trees
and nesting sites.
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9. Avoid manicured stream banks. Some fur bearers and wood ducks
prefer overhanging trees and shrubs.

10. Avoid disruptive forestry activities from Feburary 1 to August 31
when wildlife are raising their young.



11. Manage and harvest timber by the selection method or in small groups
to obtain greater woodland diversity.

12. When possible, create or leave winter food patches in or near
woodlands. Favor odd or irregular shaped tracts over block plantings.
Several small 1/2 acre (.2 ha) plots or less in size are better than one large
plot. Corn or milo left standing is good winter food for many wildlife
species.

13. Thin the woodland occasionally to let sunlight through the canopy to
maintain plant growth on the forest floor.

14. Plan all management practices to minimize erosion and maintain soil
fertility.

MANAGEMENT FOR SPECIFIC SPECIES

Woodlands can be managed for the benefit of one or several favored
species of wildlife. The habitat needs of the species desired must be known
and habitat management practices applied which favor the species if op-
timum populations are to be obtained. Management considerations for
three popular game species are given as examples.

Pheasants

Pheasants primarily use timber during severe winter weather. Pheasants
seldom venture more than a few hundred yards into timber. They use thick,
brushy low-growing shrubs for cover along the edge of timber extensively
during severe winters. The edge of these areas will sometimes serve for
nesting cover.

1. Provide nesting habitat by establishing permanent patches of legume
and cool season grasses in strips between woody cover and field crops.
Alfalfa, sweet clover, or lespedeza are desirable.

2. Establish small conifer clump plantings on waste areas or near the
edges of predominantly hardwood timber stands for severe weather cover.
Eastern red cedar is excellent.

3. Convert ‘‘waste areas’’ to trees, shrubs, legumes, or native grasses to
increase brooding and rearing habitat. These ‘‘islands’’ of cover can be pro-
ductive for both game and nongame species.

Bobwhite Quail

Bobwhite Quail requirements include dense, brushy cover. This can often
be found in woodland borders but if not present can and should be encour-
aged. It appears naturally in 5-15 years if hardwood clearcuts are allowed to
sprout back after cutting. Quail prefer long, narrow wooded and brushy
areas for travel lanes interspersed with crop land for food sources.

1. Maintain occasional thickets of conifers and shrubs that will provide

travel lanes. 1



2. Establish small conifer clumps in waste areas or predominantly hard-
wood timber stands for severe weather protection. Eastern red cedar is
ideal.

3. Manage timber to favor mast-producing trees, especially oaks, ash and
hackberry.

4. Plant outer edges of waste areas to permanent native grasses or
legumes and the interior to mixtures of herbaceous plants and shrubs. Per-
mit some ragweeds and similar seed-producing wild plants to provide food.

5. Harvest timber using shelterwood, seed tree, small clear cut, or small
group selection harvesting methods.

6. When harvesting timber leave one or two good mast-producing trees
per acre (13 trees per ha). These should be left near the edge of the harvested
area to make food more accessible.

White-tailed Deer

Deer prefer cutover timber tracts that are returning to trees but are still in
the early brush and sprout stages. During winter, deer browse on the tips of
hardwood trees and shrubs. As timber matures, less browse is available and
quality of deer habitat declines.

1. Manage to favor mast-producing trees, especially oaks. Deer eat
acorns when available.

2. Create permanent clearings in uniform timber stands, 1/4 to 1/2 acre
(.1 to .2 ha) for every 20 acres (8 ha) of timber.

3. Thin pole-sized trees in larger timber stands at regular intervals to
maintain shrubs and other browse plants on the forest floor.

4. Harvest small areas of larger woodlands periodically so that some por-
tion of the woodland is always in a brushy regrowth stage.

PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE

Professional help is available through foresters and wildlife specialists
from the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and the Nebraska
State Forest Service. Help ranges from advice and technical assistance, to
management plans. The service is available to everyone and may be ob-
tained by contacting a County Extension Agent.

The Cooperative E xtension Service provides information
and educational programs to all people without regard
to race, color or national origin.
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