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USDA National Water 
Quality Initiative

In 2014, the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) through 
the National Water Quality Initiative 

(NWQI), worked with farmers and 
ranchers in 174 small watersheds 

nationwide to improve water 
quality where there is a 

critical concern.  NRCS 
works closely with federal 
and state agencies to 
determine eligible 
priority watersheds 
where conservation 
practices will result in 
the greatest water quality 
improvements.

Producers in NWQI 
watersheds may be eligible 

to receive assistance under 
the Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP) for 
installing conservation systems that 

include practices such as terraces, filter 

NWQI HUC 12

General location for the 2015 National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) HUC 12s.
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strips, cover crops and nutrient management.  In Nebraska, collaboration between USDA NRCS and 
the NDEQ Section 319 Program has resulted in leveraging funding from both programs for NWQI 
watersheds.  USDA NRCS and NDEQ have worked closely together to select two NWQI areas for 
Nebraska:  Wahoo Creek Watershed (map below) and Bazile Creek Water Quality Area (map left).

Wahoo Creek Watershed has been a designated NWQI area since 2014.  The area consists of 
three Hydrologic Unit Code subwatersheds (HUC12) for a total of 70,245 acres.  An additional 
HUC12 was added in 2015 bringing the total to 86,138 acres.  This watershed was chosen due to 
impairment of recreation by E.coli and lack of aquatic habitat.  The primary conservation practices 
in this watershed are cover crops, no till, and terraces.  There is no dedicated monitoring plan for 
this NWQI project, but impacts to water quality will be modeled annually as practices are installed.  
Water quality data collected on Wahoo Creek through existing NDEQ monitoring programs will be 
assessed biennially for the Integrated Report.  In this NWQI area, the Lower Platte North Natural 
Resources District is the sponsor of the Clean Water Act Section 319 portion of the program and the 
Wahoo Creek Watershed Stakeholder Group has been involved in the planning process.

Bazile Creek Water Quality Area has been a designated NWQI area since 2014.  It consists of three 
HUC12s and a total of 75,059 acres.  This watershed was chosen due to impaired recreational 
use of Bazile Creek due to high E.coli concentration and high concentration of nitrates in ground 
water. Bazile has groundwater nitrate levels ranging from 3.7 to 18.9 mg/L.  There are four Natural 
Resources Districts in this NWQI area that are serving as sponsors for the Clean Water Act Section 
319 portion of the program: Lower Niobrara NRD, Lewis and Clark NRD, Upper Elkhorn NRD and 
Lower Elkhorn NRD.  In addition, a local technical and community advisory council was established 
for this project to review information and establish goals and objectives for the area.  Conservation 
practices funded through NWQI in this area include cover crops, nutrient and irrigation management.   

There is no dedicated monitoring plan for this NWQI project, but impacts to 
water quality will be modeled annually as practices are installed.  Water 

quality data collected on Bazile Creek through existing NDEQ 
monitoring programs will be assessed biennially for the Integrated 

Report.   Ground water quality data will be collected 
annually through existing ground water monitoring 

programs by NDEQ and local Natural Resources 
Districts.

More Information:
Carla McCullough, carla.

mccullough@nebraska.
gov or (402) 471-

3382.
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