


*
268 PROCLBDINGS NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF AGRICULIURL,

it and we enabled great cities to grow up In the old and new world.
Qur railvoad friends have helped along in thiz matter because they have.
given us the benefit of the fong haul. We can not blame them because.
we have prayed and plead for it. Lvery motker’s son of you wanted it
So you built up thése great centers to a point where they can not get
even reom for their business and have to locale their stockyards and
car barns from fifteen to twenty miles out in the country. Whenever
you get one of your stock cars ip those stock yards you may not be
able to get it out for a month. "The long haul which was all right,
enabled you to build up these large cenfers. The average rate of a
common [reight car is twenty-ive miles a day, little faster than the old
canal boat, a little fgster than the old Canastota wagon hauling dry
goods across Lhe Allegheny mountaing to build up these great cities.
Wa mine the Fertility of our soil too much. We will have to quit being
miners of the soil, we of the soil robber breed, some of us thorough-
breds and some of a lower grade. We must get into our minds the iden
that the soll of this great state of Nebraska, is given to us for our
children and for our grandehildren down fo the remdtest generation.
Turther, that if we are to be a great nation we must be a people of
great farmers. There was no nation of fools until the people began to
move fo town, That was that was the matter with Rome. Virgil
himself, with all his poetry, did not succeed in bringing the people back
to their estate. Then there began the greatness and decline of Rome.
for. Rome fell not by the arm of the farmer.

We must, therefore, conserve our soll Tertility ag a mosl priceless
possession, We are learning to do without timber. We can, in & pinch,
get along with less ivon and steel. 1 we don't have stone we can make
it almost as good as nature made It—Dbut we can not live without agpi-
cultural products. We can not live without beef steak and pork. ‘The
grealness of our nation depends upon maintaining the fertility of our
soil. ‘

Another thing, and T am done, for I kuow you want 0 hear My,
Blanchard. You cannot have a great soil without you have great men
to ¢l it. '"Phe virgin soll, rich with the fertility of ages, will not make
& good governor. You must have a geod man lor governor. When 1
talic to men of the ecity they say the hardest man to get along with is
the farmer. He will do such mean things that the merchant and the
lawyer would never thing of doing. Farmers do g lot ef little mean
things, T know of a farmer who would fill his hogs with butter milk
before he shipped thewm. I rejoice in my heart that we don't have to
resort to things lke that. We must seek to be square men, doing busi-
ness on our honor, doing business in the sight of the Loed and not in the
sight of men. And you professors in college shouild teach your students
that anything won unfairly ig dishonest; that the alm of iife is not to
get through i by hook or crook but to do things squarely and honestly.

The aim of conservation of the fertility of the so0il and the conser-
vation of manhood and womanhood are matters of education. “Just as the
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twig iz bent 80 1g the tree inclined,” and we need the use of everything
that will tend to build up character. You know in some respects we
are aboul as mean a people ag tive on the earth. We starvs our preach-
ers, giving them a hail of what they ought o have; we make martyrs
of their wives. I don't know of any gredter martyrdom than going on
a country circuit in the west. We starve our school teachers, we exact
of them the impossible. You eannot bunild up splendid manhood, you
can’t build up intelligent farmers without education. We are now be-
ginning to understand that education is not the heritage of the few
but that it belongs to all men everywhere. Of course, you can't get
along without agricultural education, and you must consider the means
by which the development of ouwr nation is brought home to the people
in the language that they can understand, and the great point that we
have now before ns is to educate our farmers. You can not restore the
wasted fertility of the soil without education. You ecan’t ever build up
Nebrasks as a great state without educating the farmer. You can't
build np the fertility of the soil without brains. Some one asked a
painter how he mixed his paints and he replied, “With braing, siv”
Not allogether the knowledge of the class room, but with common sense,
that power of observation, that ability.to turn to account what we see
and hear. That is what makes men great farmers. Of course, there
are many things to be comsidered. You can't build up land by selling
everything off it and thus retain its fertility. I receive many letters
every week in the year asking what they can do to restore wornous
goil. I have never yet had one of those letters from a country where
they produced dairy products, or where it was a stock farm. Lvery-

thing that tends to build up a large stock interest tends fo build up & .

better soil as well as a better manhood. In this country one of the
great branches of farming is daivying. No man can succeed in dairying
unless he is a gentleman. Tt is said,that you must speak to a cow as
you would speak to a lady, and that means with kindness and sympathy,

Ouwr great hopes ave first for the Doys. There are a lot of old fel-
Jows oo oid to learn. “They are joined to their idols; let them alone”
You may as well let them alone hecauge you can't pound anything into
them for the reason that they know morve than you., Our great hope in
Nebraska and Towa, in the matter of conservation, is in the boys and
girls. Let us see that the next generation shall be wiser than we, more
intelligent than we, more efficient than we. You can’t have greal hoys
unless you have great girls, You can't have educated men without
educated women no malter what that education costs. There is not a
township in Nebraska that cannot afford to spend §200 & year for every
quarter section to have the right kind of schools. [Applause.] You
will never build up this state until you are willing to put your money
into it. The time hag gone by for cheap skates,

Now, gentlemen, the next twenty years will determine whether this
state and fowa are to be states of strong, able men or not. The time
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has come when there will be a contest as to whether the great organized
interests are going to put halters on ug and have us eat out of their -
hands, or whether we are to be great, strong, brave, and true American
citizens, worthy of the heritage which we have received lrom our
fathers. The boy-crop and the girl-crop are the crops from which all
other crops are grown. [Applause,] I pity the old bachelor who don't
have a share in growing this great crop and the old maid, who don't
have the opportunity. [Laughter.] Look at everyihing in the light of
the children that are to bear our names either in honer or in dishonor,
that are to make your land a garden or make it a desert. You can’t
put too much aducation into your schools; you ean't put toe much power
into your church; you can't spend too much money in building up a
great inatitution like the University of Nebraska. [Applause.}

THE NORTH PLATTE IRRIGATION PROJECT—S0M FACTS ABOUT
"RECLAMATION WORK THIRE.
RY € J. BLANCHARD OF TiE DEPARTMENT OF (NTBRIOR.

In his iilustrated lecture before the Conservation Congress C, J.
Blanehard of the reclamation serviee of the United States Department
of the Interior gave especial attention Lo a discussion of the North Platte
irrigation project. Illustrating his lecture with splendid views of the
large dams, reservoirs, and the beautiful country that is to be watered
by the canal, he spoke ag follows:

“Nebragka has a profound interest in the Nerth Platte irrigation pro-
ject. Itz full development will add to the crop producing acreage of
the state and area greater than the total cultivated arvea of Rhode

‘Island. I insures the permanent seltlement and growth of a region

heretofore regarded as of little value, and, which, by réason of ifs un-
certain rainfail has remained almost undeveloped. A new and brighter
era is dawning on this section of the state, an era of assured and
abundant crops, of continued and increasing prosperity.

“Np other river in America, and but few others in the world, is of
more importance in frrigation than the Platte river. Iz sources are in
northern Colorado where the Rockies attain their highest elevation. It
draing an ares of 90,000 sguare miles in three states, and upon is
perennial flow approximately 2,000,000 acres are dependent for crops. It
offers ingurance against drowth for 14,000 farms, and with 12,000 miles
of main canals and ditches it is gnaranteeing crops valued at more than
$80,000,000 anuunaily. A conservative estimate of the total value of the
irrigated farms in this drainage basin is not less than $200,000,000.
Without Irrigation the value would not exceed 10 per cent of this
amount. :

“Within the drainage basin of the Platte is found the largest area
irrigated by one stream on the continent, The average value of the
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agriculiural land is probably as high as that of any other section of
the United States with the possible exception of the fruit belts of Cali-
fornia, Washington and Oregon.

“All of the natural flow of the Platte river has long since heen ap-
propriated. Private capital has overlooked no feasible opportunity for
developing the water supply, and an enormous outlay of money has been
made for great reservoirg and many miles ol canals., The field remain-
ing belongs peculiarly Lo the govermmment because further extengion ol
jrrigation involves enormous expenditure and effers little in the way
of ultimate profit to the capitalist, Wanting no profit, and owning large
tracts of undeveloped land, the goverament, which asks no interest, is
alone qualified to carry out the broad and expensive plans reqguired for
the complete utilization of the Hoods of this somewhat turbulent streanm.

“These apparent facts had much to do with the coming of the fed-
eral government into the field. The passage of the reclamation law in
1902 found the reclamation service quite well equipped with data relating
to the discharge of the Platte river, and also with relation to possible res-
ervoir sites. Plans were quickly prepared, surveys were made, and in as
short a time as possible actual construction was begun. First a contract
was let ror the Pathfinder dam, the prinecipal and most important engi-
neering work conneeted with the project. This strueture, which is one ol
the great dams of the world, is iocated three miles below the junction of
the Sweetwater and North Platte rivers, in & narrow canyon varying in
width from 60 to 100 feet on the bottom. 7The vertlcal walls of granite
rise several hundred feet above the river. The site is forty-five miies
tromt Casper, the nearest railway station, a faet which naturally added
- greatly to the difficulities of construction and to the cost. All machinery,
supplies, cement, etc, had to be transported by wagons across a forbid-
ding desert, waterless, dusty and with poor roads.

“The contractor’s power plant was set up on the cliffs above the dam
site, and the work of exposing the river bed was corunenced. Bed rock
was found at twelve feei. Cable ways were swung across the ‘canyon.
Giant cranes were seb up in the bottom and along the sides of the
canyon, A huge tunnel was excavated in the wall around the dam to
carry the normal flow of the stream.

“By day and by night the desert stiliness was broken by the dull
roar of dynamite, and huge mases of granite were blasted and fell into
the river bed. The heavy cranes lifted and placed them in their beds
of cement in the dam. Slowly a beautiful arch of masonry hegan to rise
from the river bed, regular in its couwrses and graceful in its outlines,
as such & monument should be, Floods came, and with mighty force
swept over it, but left it unharmed. The contractors simply waited for
them to subside, and then took up the work again. On May 2, 1909, the
Pathfinder dam was completed.

“Thig structure is 218 feet in height, and 500 feet long on top. Its
eubical contents are 60,400 cubic yards. It cost approximately $1,200,000.
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The remarkable features of the struciure as a conserver of water will
be made clear by comparison with other storage dams of this country.
The Pathfinder will control absolutely the greatest flood ever known in
the North Platte. Its reserveir capacity is 1,025,000 acre feet, or con-
siderably more than enocugh to cover Rhode Island a foot deep. The
new Croton dam of New York, which cost $7,631,000, or nearly gix times
as much as the Pathfinder, slores iess than one-tenth of the water. The
Wachusetl, Noew Creton and Ashokan reservoirs in the east, cost 322,557,
000, or nearly nineteen times more than the Pathfinder, yet their total
storage capacity is only a trifle more than haif of the reservoir on the
North Platte,

“At the present time the stored water is utilized only on the lower
section of the project. A comparatively narrow strip of land in eastern
Wyoming is served. The area broadens as the canals pass into Ne-
bragla. Laler a very large acreage in Wyoming will be supplied. Al
this region for years has been given over to the cowmen. It is rich
in historvical incident, occupying as it does more than 250 miles of the
old overland trail made by the gold seekers in the mad rush for the
gold diggings of California.

“Winds and raing lhidve worked capricicusly with the bultes and
bluffs, earving themn into grotesque and freakishiy shaped forms. 'These
natural monuments are rich in pioneer associations, and their names
are Inlerwoven with the early history ol the region.

"“The irrigable lands are typical of the great piains region. Slightly
rolling upland and prairvie, with long strips of level valley. For a gen-
oration this has been the free common for the stockman whose herds
and flocks have had access to it and have overgrazed it. Iis populatimf
was small, the lonely ranch homes isolated and devoid of homelike
attractions were always far apart. In those days the stockman wanted
1o neighbors, and as a rule opposed the cultivation of the land

“To bring the water to the land it was necessary to construet a
diversion dam in the river about 150 miles below the Pathfinder. This
is known as the Whalen dam, and diverts the stream into a large canal
having a total length of nearly 100 miles. For many miles the canal
passes through difficult country, with shifting sand hills around which
canal construction was expensive. In places the canal passes through
rock formation, and in others it was necessary to line the ecanal with
cement to avoid loss by seepage. Across the deep couless the water ig
carried in underground siphon or overhead [lumes of ‘concrete. Sub-
stantial bridges have heen built with concrete abutments, All siructures
of importance are of conerele to ingure permanence and efficlency.
T'rom the main canals and laterals the farmers’ ditches lead the water
to the irrigated lands. A remarkable transformation has taken place in
the last three years. In 1904 one conid count the houses within the
radius of vision on the fingers of two hands. Today this same section
looks lke an old setfled conniry. More than 2 thousand homes now
dot the prairie,
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“Fifty thousand acres have been plowed, leveled and made ready for
crops. Last summer many thousands of acves were in grain, z}nd the
change from a vast expanse of desert to a well established agricultural
country scemed well nigh miraculous. Here was a pieture to content
the eye, to gratify our pride in the achievemenis of our fellow man.

“The landless man has come into his own, and one of the chief
purposes of national reclamation has been accomplished. In this golden
harvest which was being garnered there was promise of future comiort
and ‘the Dblessings of contentment.

“Nor was prosperity alene reflected from the farm. In the numerows
towns and villages in the valley there weve numerous cvidences of the
same well heing. Artistic and Deauliful homes attested the coming of
good times. Wide streels shaded with fine trees, broad lawis and [low-
ering plants spoke of civic pride and fine ideals.

“Phe economic value of a work like thig caunot he measured in
dollars and cents. The desert made fruitful olfers a home and inde-
pendence to the homeless. Our nation’s greatness has ils foundations in
the home of the man whose feel are firmily planted on his own land.
Creating additional opportunities for our citizens to own their own land
is a national duty too obvious to require argument, In every home thus
established there will be a yeoman ready to answer hig country’s call
in time of war, or to take his part in the councils of the nation. Ia
these homes there will be born citizens who will constitute a bulwark
against oppression, and who will impress upon our national thought the
fine sense of personal honor, the higher ideals, and the lofty purposes
which are developed in the Iand where every man has his heritage, a
home and the opportunity to make himself independent.

“T gay to you that the day is not far distant when the nation, yea,
the whole world, will be glad to listen to the exultant voice that comes
from oui the conquered desert. We have only to mark the trend of
Iuman events during the past ten years Lo realize that the west is
becoming more and more dominant in national affairs. Conservalion,
the commission form of municipal government, the broad, progressive
policies, the cleansing of politleal machines, these are all western, and
they threaten to sweep the whole country.

- “When the vast expanses of our treeless plains and the vacant and
voiceless valleys of the mountain region shall have been reclaimed;
when ten million families shall have been provided with homes of their
own; when blossoming orchards and flelds of goldem grain replace the
wastes of sand and sagebrush; when the stirring sounds of a thousand
industries break the agelong silence of the desert, who is there here
whose vision is so clouded he may not look behind the veil of the
fature and see a civilization better, higher and nobler than the world
has ever known?”’
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Al the general sessions of the second day a set of conservation
principles was adopted and addresses were made by Hon. Chas. Sloan,
Mr, D. A. Brodie, Hon. Henry Wallace and Ton, W. J. Bryan., TFailure
to secure Mr., Slean’s Mmanuscript prevents its publeation in this con-
nection,

CO-OPRRATION IN AGRICULTURAL BXTENSION,
BY 1n. A, BRODIE, U, 8. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULITRAY, EXPENSION.

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlomen: '

In the co-operation branch of the Department of Agritulture we have
sent out different men i conjunction with state experiment stations.
An example of how we work, making the money go twice as far, iz to
enter into an agreement with the experiment stations to put up half
the money, and we the other half. In that way we can get good men.
Tn Missouri we have such a contract and owr man spends half of ‘the
time at the experiment station and the other half in the field. Ile goes
out among the farmers, selects some topic and finds out where the
farmer is making a suceess and where he is making a fallure. After
studying with a certain unmber of farmers, zay 100, the expert is able
to select the most successful'one and can say why he is making more
of a success than others. A man who does nothing else bhut study a
state In this manner is bound to make himself an authority on agri-
culture in that state. When he gets the farmers going In good style
and many things rounded out nicely he holds institutds on the farms.
We held several of this kind in Missouri last year. They were larger
than had ever been held in that state. )

Another method of carrying on co-operation with the farmers is
through farm organizations. ¥n California the citrag growers are organ-
ized for mutunal protection and profit. The department sent a man out
there at their urgent request. He is helping to solve their problems
for them. One problem is how to prepare frult for market; another,
How to prepare fruit to ship to any part of the world without waste
or loss? 'The department sent two men to California to gtudy this
nroblem, They looked the situation over and after studying it in detall
found how to help In the best possible way. Fruit pickers., T think 100
In all, were selected and trained. Then when the picking season began
the proper methods were followed. This method was extended through-
out the state by demonstrations, The experiment was successful and
showed how to save many thousands of dollars to the growerd and to
the organization.

In Peunnsylvania we put a man in the field at our own expense at the
request of the farmers of a certain section. Mr. Ross went there with
the farmers teaching them how fto pick apples, and then he went to
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Philadelphia and showed how to market the apples; he is still in Phil-
adelphia selling applies for the farmers.

Mr, Hunter, a native of Iowa, was sent in the early days fo Oregon.
to study the seitlement of irrigation lands. Then, when a new project
was opened for settlers from many states, Mr, Hunter was ready to assist
in the selution of their problems. An urgent request came for the de-
partment to help solve these problems. EHunter had found where settlers
had made a success and where they had made a failure. IHe putl the facts
in the form of 2 bulletin which cannot be printed fast enough to meet
the present demands.

In New York they once had a lot of land that was very unpro-
ductive. Those people were in hard lnck. They sent an organized effort
down to Washington, and made ‘an appeal to the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, to send them help to see if something could not be done. The
request was granted and Munroe was put in charge of the work. Ile
knew a good farmer as well as a bad ‘one. He was Hke Hunter ol the
West, he knew trom long training what the success of farmers was
due to. FHe algo knew why so many failed. In two or three counties he
2ot the farmers growing crops according fo new methods. e advised
in regard to certain rotations. He introduced new seed corn, new pota-
toes and in three years he had made such @ sucdess that last year
Colonel Roosevelt went with him and visited those sections and saw
what the government was doing to help the farmers of New York.

In South Carelina we have a man who is co-operating with the state
department of sgriculture. ke has an office in the commissioner’s
office; he is co-operating with the state college and the experiment
station. ke is co-operating with every organization in the state and he
is producing resulfs. Last year he went down near the coast where an
appeal came for help. Their lands were worn ocut and they could not
grow crops. Our man toolt in the situation and being an Illinois man
and familiar with drainage he gave the larmers a practical application
of what tile draining would do, and the next year a great crop of cotton
was raigsed on the experiment field. . Today hundreds of farmers in that
county who have not yet done so, will put in tile drainage. In another
county, near Columbia, the same man was sent out to help a farmer
who wanted a dairy. The problem was to grow a crop to feed dairy
cattle on land that had for a hundred years been cropped to colton.
Our man pianned a system to meet the demands of the dairy. I was out
there myself three years alterwards and I found alfaifa growing—some-
thing that ] didn’t think could be done. There ware fields of ocats and
wheat, A little farvther out on the red clay of that stale a man asked
for help in the matier of producing a cron for hogs. IHe was a city
man and didn’t know anything about hogs or a crop system. {(Once in
a while it is 2 good thing for a city man to go out into a section of the
couniry where they have lost the art of farming.) Our man went out
there and planned a rotation of crops for the city man who wanted to
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raise hogs. He looked around fo sce where he would get leguminous
goil with which to inoculate the fisld. ¥e found an old worn out peach
orchard in which were legumes. This was dug up and spread on a
few «leres. The city man was so impressed with the proposition that
he sowed forty acres, contrary to Mre. Smith’s advice. Ile carted out
five wagon loads of this seil, spread it on every acre that he sowed.
“Now,” he said, " am going to see whother that seil has anything in
it or not.”” I saw the larm alterwards, and it proved the theory. IU wasg
4 SUCCess. :

4 Now, how ig this service of the Agricultural Department secured?
First the problem for investigation must be one of imporiance. Next,
no  matter how impoviant it is, money enters into the proposi-
tion—that is why we co-operate with the BExperiment Stations. ‘Where
the probiem is imporvtant encugh we put up part of the money and you
put up part ol it. The way the department looks at it Is, “here iz
someihing t0 be done for all farmers and if posgsible we will do it."
Phe plan calls for o willingness on the part of the co-operators and half
of the mwoney. An organized band of farmers can do far more, not only
with your own Experiment Station bui with the Department of Agricul
ture, under organization, than you can individually. Conseqnently, if the
farmers ovganize and make a reguest for these things, if there is a
pogsibie way of putiing o man in the Aeld to solve the problem, it will
he done, . . .

I was in Dr., Bailey's office at Cornell University in conference with
him and a repregsentative of the Lackawanna Railvoad for the special
purpose of devising a plan to put men in the Held in the vicinity of
Binghamton to help the individual farmers, The railroads were inter-
ested, of course, for obvioug reasons, in the upbuilding of Binghamton.
The university was inlevested for the state of New York; and we were
interested from the standpoint of the nation. During that conflerence
Dr. Dailey inlroduced to us a lellowship organization he had worked
out in order to get ab a certain problem. The organization was com-
pesed of frult growers and farmers. They came (o Dr. Balley’s ollice
and sald, we need the men for investigation, and so the arrangements
were made for co-operation between the college and the people. That
was only the beginning of whal proved to he a good work,

Another iltustration is one that has interested me during the last
yeal not only because it iz rather new hut because it hasg such wide
bearing on cerlain communities. T[4 is in "FPexas on a section of country
known as tho Black iand. TFor forty years those farmers have been
growing crops on that land, all the time without leguminous crops at all.
it ig rather unusual to find such a condition where farmers grow cotfton,
wheat, oats and corn in rotation without legumes. Quy man, Mr. Young-
blood, went in theve. He had been raised on black dirt and did not
think it needed any leguminous crop, and it was unusnal to think of a
gection of country that had heen farmed that long withoul Iegnminous
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crops. 1 looked the situation over and Inqguired as to what Che Expém’w
ment Station had doue. T found that the experience of ‘everybody was
that when they tried alfalla or clover the roots rotied and died. The
bBlack land iz naturaliy alfaila land, but they could not grow alfalfa for
the simple reason thal the roots rotied. The Experiment Station had
not lested out this thing and owr own people had not tested it out, huk
something had to be done. These farmers had paid $159 an acve for the
land. We got the heip of the Experiment Station, and they supplied
ali the leguminous crop plants and seeds grown in this country and some
imported from other countries. Mr. Youpgbleod went onto the fand,
picked out twenty-five of the bhest and most conscientious farmers in the
section. Ile spent the summer going among them and walching how
the different crops were doing. At the end of the season he was able
to report the experiment a great success and @ solution of the problem.
[Applause.| ‘

THIE COUNTRY LIFE COMMISSION.
BY HON, ILENGY WALLACK,

. Pregident, Ladics and Gentlomen:

I will try to condense under two heagds what the National Conunis:
sion found, and what your comuission of this state should find, Ouwr
National Commission did not make any exhaustive investigation, and
could ot do so in three months. We merely looked over the field and,
unfortunately, its findings have not yet in any official way been pub-
Hshed,

"We organized, sent out 500,000 ecivculars asking information on a’
nutber of leading subjects such as Sanitation, liducation, Transporta-
tion, Co-operation, ete. We received about 125,000 replies, some of them
ather interesting. We received a vast amount of circular reports
covering everything connected with lile in the open country. We made
a tour of twenty-nine states, and it is the rvesult of this tour alone that
has reached the public. 'We found lack of sanitation everywhere—hook-
worm in the South, and one of the best results of this commission has
heen that we have heen able to proceed in reclaiming and cleaning up
the South. We fouud buteher shops in the Ifast; we found men who
sold their cows with ftuberculosis; we found where hog's enlrails were
fed to other hogs and where rats lveguented and carried the poison to
the neighbors’ farms. So, don’t shake your heads and say that the
Southern people are wormy; you have a great problem al home.

On the subject of education we found dissatisfaction everywhere.,
In twenty-nine stales the dissatisfatcion was so universal that after visit-
ing three stales we knew what was coming. The only state in which
dissatisfaction was not expressed was Nevada. There were young giris
who were teaching awaliing promise of marriage or else getting experi-
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ence preparatory to teaching in the eity or town schools, We heard
everywhere that these givls preferred town life ; they did not say a word
about It but left the impression that town life was Dbetter than eountry
life. We found dissatisfaction everywhere with (ransportation, some-
times expressed justly and sometimes expressed unjustly. Bverybody
was in favor of parcels post. "These are some of the things we found,

The commizsion, let me say, gave its time free; the expenses were
about $5,800 (a little less than the expenses required to send one man to
the U, & Senale); $5,000 of this was paid by a party who is spending
greal wealth in just such enterprises as this; and the other was paid by
the commissioners themselves. It was a bad thing to make people do
this werk for nothing and Doard themselves, Roosevelt said: “You
can't have any money; vouwr expenses will not even be guaranteed; you
must work for nothing.” In fact he said that “the greatest amount of
work T get done is from men whe work for nothing and for the }ove
of it.” *

When the commission made its report Roosevelt sent a message to
congress asking them to put $35,000 in the hands of Secretary Wilson
for the purpese of tabulating and digesting the information gathered as
we had no time to put it in such shape that it might be available for
investigators and social life.

A suggestion same to me the other day in a most interesting report,
and surprising to me because [ had not heard of it, from my old county,
where an enterprising president of the Farmers’ Alliance and an enter-
prising superintendent of schools and another party had sent out a tract
Lo every rural school in thal county asking reports of the number of boys
and the number of girls; the number of boys who fed hogs, cattle, or
sheep; (he number of boys that can haress a horse, and the anmber
that can hitchk him uap; the number of boys that do chores: the num-
ber of girls than can wash dishes, can bake a calce, the number that
can coolt a meal, number that feed chickens, and so on. In the next
Ilace the town people took the matter up, and the merchants of the
fowns got wp a report, but it took in everybody, as to the amount of
money paid out for necessaries; the amount paid for luxuries by the av-
erage farmer-and by the average citizen in the towns; the amount or
per cent that it costs to distribute farm produets in the towns; the num-
ber of merchants that sold on tiek: the namber that required cash; thes
number that paid interest; the nwmber that received interest, and 1
don't know what all. It is astonishing to note the difference hetween
the amount of expense of the farmer and the zmount of expense of the
townsmen. The townsman spends three times as much in Tuxury as the
farmer; that is what you would naturaliy expeect. It seems to me that
the townsmen and the farmers should get together in the matter of
business interests. I often think of that serap just outside of the Gar-
den of Rden with Adam’s dog and Bve's cat—they got fnto a fight that
hag continued ever since—thal is, the fight between the people of the
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town and the people of the country. In the town the people don’t want
any parcels post; the farmers, wherever they have sound judgment,
want it. They are all afraid of the big stores, department stores. The
merchanls complain of the farmer whenever he has cash he sends it
to Chicago, but whenever he wants credit he comes to them. It is a
very important matter that you people In Nebraska get together, get ac-
quainted, and get in touch with each other, the people of the state, and
get in fellowship. That reminds me of a story that a fellow was telling
me the other day—he said for a good many years he was studying the
difference between fellowship and acquaintance. e had an acquaint-
ance, an uncle, a Scotchman, that he never liked, but as & maiter of
conscientions duty he went out to see him; it was on a cold, raw day.
The old man met him by a miserable peat fire; he hardly asked him to
git down. Aflter a while they got out the table, spread the cloth and the
old man and his family sab down to their meal hut did net ask the visi-
tor. To his surprise about fen o’clock the inner doors were opened and
there the table was spread for the old man’s family and his intimate
friends who were in fellowship with them. e said that they were just
acquainted on the outside, bhut on the inside there was fellowship.

In other words, the f[farmers arc not only not asquainted with the
city people, or city merchants, but are nob acguainted with each other.
It is ne wonder thaé the boys leave the farms for the town, because the
boy musk not be an acquaintance but he must have fellowship. You
will have (o stop making bhoys go to town; you must make farm life
pieasant, .

All over the country you will find four preachers where one ought
to bep  all looking out for rich, vespectable people who come in the
neighborhood; the church should be open for everybody; there is more
fighting belween people of the church than there is fighting the devil
Why not make the rural church one of social life? Yon can if you get
the rvight kind of a preacher. I am gpending some money in that direc-
tion mysell in one of our theological seminaries in trying to turn the
attention of our preachers te business life by putting $150 as a first and
gecond prize to the . person who can apply the principles of Christianity
to actual human conditions. [Applanse.’ 1 am neminating the men who
are to he the judges, leaving out all church members and putting in
large-headed husiness men to decide who wiil get the prize, T am doing
it for the simple purpose ol eventually getting preachers started off
right, fo get more praglical preachers and less theology, so that when
they go to the country they will start in with enough knowledge Lo ask
sensible questions to farmers to lead the farmer to believe they know
something about it, and then the farnier can give them credit for all
the theology they wanl fo know.

There must be improvement in country life, in the schools and
churches. You must organize clubs, you must get togelher if you are
ever going to do anything for your betterment. That is what your com-
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mission here will ask you to do—get the farmers {ogether; get them
to understand each other, as well as to come to proper relations with
the citizens of the towns; got yhe farmoer in proper relations with every-
thing that touches their interests. There is no use of this perpetuat
squabble between the different interests; therve is no use of lying about
the merchants, and there is no use ol his telling you where yeu should
buy or sell,

You must nof starve the boys and givls by withholding from them
their games. If you say to them: Let ug plan ouwr work. 1f you do the
work as planned you will have next Saturday afternoon to play bascball
or football [Applause], and if T were doing i, I would have the preacher
there to umpire the game. You can do this best when you gel the
cenfralized school, and the farmers instead of moving to town and
die from eating too much by not working enough, will find it is just as
cheap to build a house on the farm as it ig to build it in town-and
cheaper, and when you get that idea then we will have the socialization
of rural life. You will never do muech good untii you come to know each
other socially,

I was reading an articie not long ago where it stated how the farm-
ers Look up this subject and gettled it for their good. They decided they
should have a place to meet, and would organize a club. They thought
of going to the village bul concluded that was not the best place. In
casting about they learned there was a vacant church in that neighbor-
hood so they rented a room in it and afterwards bought the churech:
They put in a cooking establishment and then put in a library and then
a DBabeock tester, a seed tester, a microscope tester, and there they met
cuch other and discussed matters of interest, both social and business.
Thig would develop the rural life and be the means ol exiending their
knowledge. T would ilike to speak Lo you much longer, but will discuss
only one thing more. 1 took dinner the other day with Secretary Wil
son and his friends and the subject ol extension came up and during
the discusslon ¥ said, “You are out of date, you are three thousand years
behind the times.” I reached over and took Secretary Wilson’s Rible and
turned to a chapter in Chronicles where it spoke of extension, and that
Jehoshaphathad started a great reform. IHe tore down the heathen altars -
and destroyed the pillars bhuilt by the heathen and instituted a great re- .
form. Ile restored the services of the Lord. That is just what you find
here today. Some people would not go to church, so Jehoshaphat took the
church to blame for it and established an extension department. 1 can
not state the .chapter you will find it in, either Chronicles or Kings.
This was during the reign of Jehoshaphat, IHe sent the Levites out to
the people. IHe told them to get oul in the country and teach the peo-
pie who did not come to town; and the record says thal they went out
and taught the people and tock the book of the law with them. Tt
was the first extension that I know of, something like three thousand
yeiars ago. You must do that same thing right here in Nebraska., You
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must come to the idea Lhat yon wiil have an uplift of the farmer’s life.
Unless you get the farmers to understand that knowledge is not alto-
gether for the preacher, the lawyer, the doctor, not altogether for the
‘professor in agricultural colleges, not for the students in agriculturat
colleges, hut it is for everybody. There are people who don't know it
and you must give them a taste of it and then they will want more.

Give the renter on the farm a taste of real practical knowledge; get
his mind awake to see what is going on around him; get his mind
awake fo this continwous miracle of life that is performed before his
eyes and that’ he may become a creator of values, If you get him to
see this wonderful mystery, what wondevfnl things are going on all
about him, by teaching him in werds that he can understand and hy
experiments which he can conduct himsel!, gel him fo see all this, then,
the farmers will draw together as the smaill dew drops melt into the
rain drops.  Rducation is for all, and only by education can we do-
velop sterting manhood. The creator is always greater than the crea-
ture, and fthe only foundation of our government is based on gplendid
farm life.  You can't pour kunowledge into o man unless he is willing to
receive il.  Te must appropriate it himself. Give these people a taste
of knowledge and then you will have to put up three or four times the
nmber of haildings you now have.

THT CONSHRVATION MOVEWENT.
BY MOXN, WILLTAM JENNINGY BRYAN,
Mr. President, Ladics and Gentlemen: )

I hope you are all here because of your interest in the subject of
congervation, and that none of you will feel you have heen disabpointed
even il T speak for a short time. Tt is not that I lack interest in this
subject, but rather beeause it is o Jarge a subject that T have vet nol heen
able to get il gystematized in my own mind, as to how I should pro-
cesdl with it. It iz rather a recent subjeci, too, not one of the things
to which I have devoted a greai dea! of time. Yet no one can have
this subject brought to his mind without at once realizing that it hag
great importance,

Not only that, but as you consider it, it grows upon you, and as ¥
have Leen revolving the subject in my own mind, it seems to me il is
like otlier greal subjects. When one takes up a subject and begins
te sindy it and to follow it out as it conmects itseif with other sub-
fecty, he finds tha. every great subject ig really related, more or less
itimately, with all the affairs of life, with all the departments of
human activity and every line of thought. So, as I have been consid-
aring thig subject from time to time, I have become amazed at its en-
fargements, and T feel that it is lortunate for ail of us that our atten-
tion has boen drawn to a subject so vital at a period like this.
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The conservation of the resources ol the country is like the cou-
servation of one’s own strengih and powers. It ig a thing that does not
suggest itgelf in the beginning of a nation’s developmeni, We think
litkle of our health until we see signg of digease approaching. We don't
plan our eating or our exercisge, as a rule, with the purpose of removing
these beginnings or preventing the approach of disease. Instead of
eating the things we believe will be conduelve to health, we generally
eab the things thac we like, and not until & pain somewhere takes ug to a
physaician to learn from him that there ig a break-down, or a threatened
break-down, not until then do we. hegin to select our food with real
referentce to our health,

Sao il is in the conservation of the resources of a nation. When our
ancestors came here they found virgin forests and they went to work
supplying themselves with such woeod and timber as they needed, with
e thoughi ol exhaustion. When mines were discovered they Dbrought
forih the minerals and they had no idea of the size of the mineral de-
posit, and, of course, no thought of ever reaching the end of the supply.
We have gone on until our nation has grown from a litile band of three
millions, when our independence was secured, until now we have ninety
miflions of people, ane we are just beginning to ask ourselves if we
have not been wasteful; have we not consumed more than we need to
have consumed, and what ig going to be the result when we have reached
the Hmit?

I believes that the call issued by President Roosevell lor a conserva-
tion congress was one of the greatest acls connected with his adminis-
tration. I believe be gives the credit to PMinchot for having brought the
matéer to his attention. I believe in his speech to the Governors at that
cohiference he paid Pinchot the compliment of saying that it was his rea-
sons and his insistence that brought the matter actively to the attention
of the president. If this be true, then Mr. Pinchot deserves a very im-
portant place among those who have conferred a great advantage upon
the country because the couniry hasg taken hold of this idea of conserva-
tion. And we have already had, in the Federal congress and in the
various states, legislation as the result of thig first conference, as it was
called al the suggestion of Mr. Pinchot, and through the offeial act of
President Roogevell we already see the people are thinking on thig sub-
jeet and we see how that thought is developing new lines. ]

T shall not attempt to exhanst this subjeet tonight, nor shall T attemnpt
to go into detail in regard to any part of it; for T need to come to these
mectings more as a stwdent, as an inquiver, than as an instruetor,
Rather, in the time that I shall cceupy, let me eall your attertion to the
magnitude of this subject and show you how a suggestion is likely to
develop until a multitude of people will be tnrning their thoughts upon
a miultitude of phases of conservation. There are geveral kindg of re-
sources and each kind needs the conservation peculiar to itself. Tor
ingtance, there ig the mineral, when it is oxhausted it eannot he replen-
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ished. When we reach the end of an ore deposit, then there iz no hope
of retaining that deposit. We do not know how near we are to the end
of our ore deposits except that we know that we can now caleulate how
long it will take us to exhaust the coal, and the years are in sight; that
18, when we caleulate approximately. ¥ belleve that in the discussion
of the subject In congress there wag quite a wide range in its estimate.
I recall a Iittle bit of humor like this: One senator presented statistics
to show that it would last not more than slxty years, Another man says,
“Yes, that iy very well, but another authority has fixed the quantity suf-
ficient to last three thousand years” Another senator said: “Gentlemen,
the discrepancy is too great. You ought to get together. There iy too
much discrepancy between 60 vears and 3,000 years,” Another senator
sald there was enough to last 1,500 years, and the senator who had called
attention to the wide gap, or range of difference, sald, “We are making
progress, gentlemen; we have got half way bhaeck.”

Well, it 13 possible that there may vet be a wide difference between
the estimates of those who have heen calculating the quality in sight,
still, we have reached the point where we know that unlegs there are
future discoverfes upon which we cannot calculate, with certainty, we
are approaching the end of the supply. But there i this that we should
take iInto consideration, and that is ag we approach the end of the sun-
ply the price is likely to rige, and the foar of exhaustion and the in-
ereased price working together are likely to bring out gubstitutes that
were not before known, and thus the end may be, to some extent, de-
fayed, !

I read the other day that the cost on aluminum hag Deen reduced,
I think from $20 a pound to something like 20 cents a pound. I remem-
ber nearly twenty years ago when a man came before the Ways and
Means Committee and asked for tariff on aluminum; that he gave the
cost of the clay, and it was quite a hieh cost, and he thonght t# woul
be cheaper, but T think he never suggested that it would be as chean
as it is today. But what interested me, in his testimony, was thal he
gpoke of the sunply of the metal being practically inexhaustible. "TMhat
wag the first thing that interested me, beeause whenever T find anything
that is inexhaustible T feel a much deeper inferest in 1t than in something
that can be exhausted, Tor Instance, I have never folt any great en-
thusiasm In an oil well or gag well, because experfence shows that in
the course of time they give out. T have felt much more interest in
agricuitural landseapes, when, in looking over the land T could feel that
not for a year or ten years, but for thousands of years, people mieht
draw their Hving from this soil of ours,

Then, aside from the cost of any of the minerals, we come to the
supply of timber, which 1y not Hke minerals—when it is once exhausted
ft can be remewed, but it canaot be renewed immediately; that is, it
tales time, so that when we waste the timber upon a watershed it
means that it is golug to take a long while to replace 1t. Then we come



984  PROCHEDINGS NEBRASKA SEALEL BOARD OF AGRICULLURI,

to those resources that can be expanded. We cannot expand the min-
eral resources of the country, except we have found beds of the amount
of the deposit, but when we come to the other resources there is a
likelihood of conservation. I think it properly comes within the definition
of congervation~-it is the increase that can come from the expansion
of the resources. ! imagine that this part of this subject is going to
receive a very large amount of attention. We shall not only bring
under cultivation areas that have not been cultivated heretofore, but
we shall intensify the cultivation in fields that have long been culti-
. vated, We have today under construction many vast projects that have
for their object the knowledge of the cultivated avea in this country.
We have almost reached the limit of the amount of land that you can
have for the asking. ‘'here is quite a large area of swamp and arid
land. 1 have had the opporiunity and pleasure ol geeing the develop-
ment of some of these sections of the country. I spoke yesterday with
an official of the state of Missouri, who told me how down in Missouri
they had a great tract of land that was only worth 50 to 75 cents an
gere a few years azo, and now they have commenced to draln it and
have formed themselves into corperative bodies and commenced build-
ing dykes, and that they have already reclaimed land that iz producing
ay much as seventy-flve bushels of corn to the acre. That land is des-
tined to become even more valuable than the lands on the uplands that
were flrst taken. T vigited a year ago that section of the country known
as the Dverglades in Fiorlda—I do not know why they call it the Hver
glades, but I remember when I went there 1 experienced a surprise.
I realized that I had had in wmy mind a pleture of a country that was
overgrowi ‘with semi-tropical vegetation. I had thought of great trees
growing in swamps and of underhrush, making a place that would have
o wild aspeet or look like & wilderness. But when 1 went there I found
that the Everglade counlry wag largely a pine country with only ocea-
gionally a clump of trees; that it was a Lig saucer, 1f I may so describe
it, a limestone saucer, that had been filled with black dirt to the extent
of from 2 to 4 and 10 feet, and that that was covered with water that
had been drained over it out of a lake. They are now digging a ditch
and draining that water off, When they drain that water off it does
not. require elearing, but you can go on the tand, put a stick down,
making a hole, plant a tomato or other plant, and it grows. There is
a large tract of land you will find along the Gulf Coast and along the
Ablantic Coast and these drainage systems are being established; and
thus an additional area is being brought under cultivation, Then, going
out into the semi-arid country you will find that vagt tracts are being
brought under cultivation by irrigation. A year ago I vigited the Roose-
velt dam in Arizona, where they are storing water that will malke culti-
vation for something like—I suppose you can tell more aceurately than
150,000 to 175,000 acres. Ag X came in a few days ago from Arizona
T passed through Wl Paso. I learned scmething of the details of the
dam that will bring into cultivation a large area along the Rio Grande,
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Down along to Rio Grande and the Gulf you will find developments
of land that not many years ago was worth only a few dollars an acre,
land that people supposed would never be used for anything except
pasiure land. Thers they are drawing water from the Rio Grande and
running it back as far ag four, five, six, and even sight or nine miles
from the river for irrigation in raising large crops on land that thev
supposed a few years ago would@ never be valuable for tillage, Now,
this way in which we are extending areas and bringing new land under
cuttivation to my mind is not the most important part of this branch
of conservation. Nobody ean travel in the old world without realizing
that we have not yet commenced to farm with economy in the United
States. No one can compare the farming in thickly settled countries like
Belgiwmn, Austria, Germany, Java, Japan, or China or in India with the
tarming in this country. No one who has seen their cultivation but
what has been impressed with the thought that we are not yet making
full use of the land that has been under cultivation for a long while,
Yo that conservation witl have as one of its results the bhetter cultiva-
tion and better utilization of the land that we have.

Then, there 1z the question of the improvement of the soll and the
prevention of waste. At a congress, or rather a conference at the White
House, Mr. James Eill gave a very instructive treatize In regard to
the loss that comes to the soil by the failure to preserve its fertility.
I imagine that this wilt be, possibly, the most important branch of this
work of congervation; io take the goil that we have and build if uwp and
prevent its being ruined by the wasteful uge of it. Fere, it geems-
to me, iz an opening for the students in agricultural colleges. 'These
young men who are guallfying themselves for farming in agricultural
colleges that have multiplied and inereased in attendance, these young
men have here an opportunity by which they can render a real service
to thelr fellow men in experimenting and ascertaining what can be
aone to bring this soil up to the maximum of itg productiveness and
to keep It there. Go through some ol the countries of the old world
and you will find where a few thousand years ago there were fertile
fields, that there are now deserts. You will find that where cities once
existed are now barren wastes. It is all because no attention was given,
or an insufficient amount of attention, to the protection of those soils,
and people have wagted them until there 1s no foundation left to bulld
upon. I repeat that I think we shall find thig particular hranch of this
subject probably the largest one, and that more of our young men will
be inspired to search and experiment in thiz fleld than in any other;
and conservation will have brought a great blessing to thig country it
it does succeed in turning attention to these things,

We now come to conservation on a large scale in a dunal form which
has already ralsed some guéstions ag to how best to proceed. I remem-
ber not long ago attending a meeting where there. was conglderable
digcugsion as to the proper sphere of the state and of the natlon. T
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have not gpent a greai dea! of time trying to find out the exact limits
between the power of the state and the power of the United States. I
have not carefully read the decisions of the courts, and the reason is
this, that I have felt that 90,060,000 of people would take care of their
nwn 'interests, that the firgt thing to find out wag not just what the
courts have sald, but to find out what is necessary, for if we have any
constitutional provisions that prevent the conservation of the resources
of this country, it wili only be a guestion of time when thoge limita-
tions will be so changed ag to give the people the power to do what
they flnd it wilt be necessary to do. [Applause.] When I say this I am
sure that you will not think that I am speaking as one who places a
small estimate upon the work of the state. I believe that our form
of government is good, because it combines the idea of local govern-
ment with national authority, and if there were a doubt as to whether
a thing could best be done by the state or by the United States, I
would be inelined to resolve the doubt in favor of the state. But there
are certain things thet are fundamental and we must apply fundamental
rules to the discussion of a great guestion, Iiere is one of the funda-
mental rules that I think we can safely apply and that is that no one
man is able to attend to other people’s business asg well ag he can his
own, and that no state can attend to the business of people outside of
that state, and that wherever you find interest is national in extent
you find an interest that must be protected by mational auwthority; that
ig, that you can not trust the people of any state to act wisely upon a
question where the people of other states are also vitally interested.
This was brought up when I had to consider the guestion of watersheds
in a mountainous state. I traveled across the mountain range some two
years ago and I had an opportunity to see what 1 had not seen before
beeause my attention had not been called to it when I was in the moun-
tains before, and I had a chance to see what I had not seen bhefore,
the difference between g mountain side covered with timber and a moun-
tain side bare. As I crossed over thig mountain range I could see open
places where timber had been cut oft or burned off and there was no
snow, but immedjately adjoining it there would be a tract ol timber
and there the snow would be to the depth of from ten to twenty fest.
I found in June thig melting and running down and forming little streams,
and it ocewrred to me why should the general government build great -
regervoirs at such large expense and at the szame time permit God's
reservoirs to be destroyed without need. [Applause.} At Il Paso they
told me that the engineers caleulated it would rake about eighty years
for the great reservolr, some forty miles long—to fill up with silt to
guch an extent ag to really be huriful. That seems a long time and yet
while it is a long time in the life of an individual it s nol long in the
iife of a nation. Bighty yvears will soon pass, and if at the end of eighty
years the waters coming down and being impounded in that reserveir,
have deposited giit and sediment until the reservoir fills up, it will mean
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a tremendous expense Lo remove it or to build another reservolr——if
another site can be found. ‘These natural reservoirs on thé side of the
mountaing have been there for ages and they are as good today as they
ever were. Why should a lumber company be permitied to take the
timber off of these water sheds? Now, if a state will give to a nation
a gufiicient protection I am wiliing that the state shall do it but back
of it must be the power of the nation to protect itself if there is an in-
excusable waste on the part of those who are in immediate possession
of the country. I have thought of these states thal are mountain states
what would we do if these sources of water supply fail? I have not
made a study of the water courses in the ground, or the veins in the
earth. To me they are great mysteries. I do not know how inexhausgt-
ible the guantity is, but I do know that when we grow from 90,006,000 to
190,000,000 of people, probably within ity years, there will be a much
larger demand upon these underground waters than we are making today,
80 why should we take our chances on water exhaustion? FHere is a
subject upon which our estimate cannol be approximately correct, where
we cannot tell, we cannot see, cannot calculate. Certainly, if it be true
that in those mountaing we find the storage of Lhis water thal comes to
us as underilow, then we, who live even remote from the mountain peaks,
have an interest that must be protecled by national conservation.

But, my friends, I have a faith in the intelligence and in the patriot-
ism of the American people. There is such a sense of justice in the
human heart that when this subject reaches a point where it must be
settled when the facts have been presented and the people understand,
I have not the siightest doubt that there will be a way of adjusting
every interest the nation has without Injuring a single right that the peo-
ple of the state possess. 'These meetings where both sides are pre-
sented ave vastly valuable for they will give us a discussion out of
which wiil come that which is best. The same intelligence that leads
the people to begin now before the end is reached, will lead them to
devise ways and establish means for the protection of every right and
the guardian of every interest; and the patriotism that we can rely
upon at all times and under all circumstances will not fail us when we
come lo deal with this question of supreme importance. You see as
we go over this shject it hecomes a very large one. I have spoken first
of those deposits that are exhaustible and then of those resources that
are capable of expansion, of cuitivation that can be intensified and of
that conservation that looks towards the prevention of the exhaustion
and of the restoring of the vitality to the soil, then of that division of
government power, & question that confronts us as soon ag we enter
upon the discussion of the subject.

There is another branch of the subject that I desire to mentlon. It
is the matter of monopolizing the resources of the country. I believe
it ig about as important, not guite, but nearly as important, to prevent
the monopolizing of resources as it is to congerve them and perpetuate
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them—I say nearly, not ¢uite, because the firgt thing, of course, I8 1o
keep this wealth, but if we allowed it to gei into the hands of a few
go thalt it was of much less value to us than it ought to be, at any
time when we awake to the neccessity, to destroy the monopoly. But,’
my friends, 1 think it ig just as well to prevent monopoly as it is to
degtroy it. In fact, I think it ig in thig asg it is in everything else, that
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, I rejoice that we
have already commenced Lo provide against monopolizing of these re-
gources. I am giad that some of our mineral lands have already been
withdrawn so that they can no longer be bought up like our farming
lands were. I am glad that we have already commenced to put a.
limit to the greed that was attempting Lo enslave the nation through
the possesgion of these mineral resources. I am glad that a cry wag
raised in regard to our water power, for the water power of the coun-
fry was in the very beginuing of its development. The use of elee-
tricity and the faet that we could carry the electric power many miles
has given to waler power a value that it did not formerly possess. It
was necessary formerly to build the mill by the side of the dam; now
the current can be generated al the stream and lhe factory may he
erected a long distance away; and these companies seeing the possi-
bility of its development were reaching out and taking possession of
these sireams so thai the water as it tumbled down the mountain side
should be to them the means of becoming landlords of the whole pso-
ple. I rejoice thal we have already done scomething in this connec-
tion. I hope that there will be no meetling of a congervation congress in
any state, or in the nation, that does not have as part of its program
the study and discussion of the efforts that are being made to monopo-
lize the resources that remain. ! '
My friends, this subject is larger stiil. 1 have gone briefly over sev-
eral phasges of it. When we gef into this subject we find it opens out.
There is another part of this conservation subject and that is the con-
servation of the strength of those who are to convert these rescurces
into material wealth., As we study it we find that this is the largest
part of the subject, for the conservation of the health and strength of
those who are fo inhabit this country is of far more importance than
the mere congervation of the resources of the nation. So this conser-
vation movement ig connected with our institutions for the preservation
of heslth., We will find peopie guickenad in their gearch for a remedy
that will stay the hand of disease. I have reached the point where I
believe the government should encourage in every possible way the re-
gearch inte the causes of diseases that afllict mankind, a search for
remedies that may relieve. Bul, my friends, we don’t consider this
very much or very long until we think also of that voluntary waste of
human strength. Then we wonder if mankind can be so foolish while
stimulating the investigation into diseases that have not been prevented
and yet be so indifferent to thal wasting of the body that comes from
digsipation and from Lhe destvuction of man’s vital forces. [Applause.j
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8o, before we get very far we are going to consider questions that
might be regarded as debatable questions, and yet I am not willing
to concede that this question is debatable. I think we will see that
nobody appears before an intelligence audience to debate the proposi-
tion. that society is entitled to the services of the whole man and not
the services of a half a man as a citizen. [Applause.] That anything
that has for its object the destruction of the vitality of man; anything
that has for its object the wasting of man’s atrength or the destraction
of that impulge that gives mentality to his strength, anything that fmpairs
man as an asset of value to his country—that that thing deserves the
attention of those interested in the conservation of the natlon's re-
sources, Who will say that this man of flesh and blood, this man of
brain and musecle, this man of heart and spirit is not infinitely more
valuable that inanimate matter; and if we are going to try to find
remedies for the diseases that attack us against our will, ought we not
to find some way of preventing the diseases that can only enter the
body when the will invites it and ean onty stay as long as the will per-
mits? 8o we will turn our attention to the prevention of digsease and
waste, and the congervation of the strength, vitality and the productive
power of the American citizen. This will bring us to the subject of educa.
" tion, for It makes a great deal of difference whether our citizens are
- sluggish in mind or guick and active. Thus, those that are Interested in

comservation, in the expansion of our resources, In the multiplying of our
products, will be interested in establishing that Idea of education towards
which the world is moving; that idea that every child born is entitled to
the advanfages of mental instruction. Then, we will not go very far in
the consideration of the mind as a national asset before we find out that
moralg are more fmportant than vice, for when we have trained a man
and made his mind alert we ave then more interested is his nof using hisg
mind against us than when it was a mind of lesg strength. We eannot
Justify the expenditure of money ralsed by taxation for the educalion of
all the people unless there goes with it the education and maral develop-
ment that will compe! the eitizen to use hils education for the henefit of
others and not for the overreaching of others. We started out wlith the
preservation of a plece of timber, but the protection of the wasting mind
becomes at last a subject so large that 1t embraces every form of in-
dustrial development and every phase of human life. Then as we proceed
we find that government becomes an important factor in congervation,

If you vistt the Valley of Jordan you will be told that It Is as fertile as
‘the Valley of the Nile. If you ask why that country is a wagte, why that
land is not cultivated, they will tell you that I 1s hecause under the Sultan
there is no protection for the man who tills the zoil. They will tell you
that those lands He idle because If a man dares to cultivate the soll by
the time his crop 3 ready to harvest the Bedouing sweep down from the
mountajns and take what he has raised. So we see that one of the ele-
ments in conservation 1g & government that will proteet cach citizen from
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~every hand uplifted for his injury. After we have studied the subject of
conservation a while we find that, like olther subjects, it touches every
question with which we can deal.

1t is only another one of those inspiring causes that will result in a
larger inteliigence and therefore in the application of a larger patriotism
te the golution of the problems of our counfry. We find after we have
discugssed all thege questions that they bring usg all together, malke usg
interested in each other, and I am glad that as the world moves for.
ward we are coming to understand more and more our relations with
each other; we arc coming te understand more and more, whether we
like it or not, that we are indissolubly linked each one to every other
and that we must all rise or fall together.

Conservation {s a very large subject; the more we study it the bigger
it becomes and that at last we see that it touches us and all others svery-
where, and then it becomes a part of our lives, and we are ready to do our
part to conserve the resources of this nation, its material resources, its
human resources and the government under whose beneficence and the
beneficence of God the human being develops., T thank you. [Applause.]

DECLARATION (OF PRINCIPLES BY THE (ONSERVATION AND
STATE DEVELOPMENT CONGRESS.

. We endorse the gencral principles of development adopted by the
National Conservation Congress at ity gession in St. Paul, Minn., 1910.

I, We urge that a class known as grazing lands be included in the
government classification of the public domain, and that the State Soll
Survey clagsify and describe all land within the borders of the state to
serve as a basls for taxation and farm management,

ITE. We favor a carcful investigation of the resources and possibilities
of the Sandhil! Reglon. )

IV. We call attention to the serious decline in soll fertility due teo
erosion and continuous cropping and urge methods of eultivation which
will checlk this loss, and a system of crop retation which will conserve
the fertility, o '

V. We urge more active tree planting in all parts of the state.

VIi. We call attention to the practicabllity of inereasing the fruit pro-
duction of this state, and the need of the rencvation of neglected orchards.

VII. We favor the improvement of our cereal and forage crops, and
urge state supervislon of oyr seed industry, suggesting that this can best
be carrled out by growing and selling seeds under rigid ingpection.

VIIL. We call attention to the necessity of the further development of
the live stock industry, realizing that it is one of the best methods of
conserving our scil fertility and that it affords the mogt profitable method
of disposing of the grain and forage crops. To thiz end, we urge the
use of gilog, greater care in selecting breeding animals, 8 system of In-
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spectlon of the same, and measures for the eradication of contagious
and infectious diseases. ’

IX. We urge legiglation and investigation tending to conserve and.
develop our native plant, bird and fish resources. )

X. Wo heartily endorse the idea of creating a National Department
of ITealth.

XI. We recognize the social and ecomomic importance of good roadg
and urge the necessity of gpeedy and permanent development along ithis
line, '

XII. We favor the development of home industries which will usge
native raw materials and also the by-products of our manufactures, and
urge clogser co-operation between country and city as an important factor
in this development.

XIII. We urge a thoughtful consideration of the opportunities for in-
vestment afforded by this state, and we further urge state aid as a
means of gathering and publishing facts concerning the resources and
possibilities offered in Nebragka.

XIV. Recognizing that our basic industry is agriculture, we endorse
the principle of agriculiural education, but algo urge the importance of
special education for the various professions and industrial pursuits.

XYV. This being a declaration of principles, we have referred all detail
recommendations to the special commitice having the subject in charge,
their action to be subject to the endorsement of the executive commlittee
of this congress. This statement of principles iz subject to amendment
by future congresges.



