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West Texas, Hawai Host NDMC-RMA Workshops

Recent presentations from NDMC workshops
are available on the What's New section of our
website (http://drought.unl.edu/new.htm).

Goals of the workshops, sponsored by the Risk

Management Agency of the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, are:

» To gather user input on the suite of drought
decision making tools that the NDMC is
developing.

* To share what we've learned about reduc -
ing vulnerability to drought, and to learn
from our hosts.

Left, Mark Svoboda, NDMC climatologist, awaited his
dining companions at an outdoor catered lunch at the
Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center at San
Angelo on April 24. The audience of 70 was evenly
divided between ranchers and agency employees.

Above, Dr. Cheryl Anderson, Director of the Hazards,

Climate, and Environment Program at the University of

Hawaii, left, and Neal Fujii, Hawaii State Drought Co -

RUGLQDWRU MRLQHG WKH 1'0& IRU D ¢HOG WULS
Erdman’s Ulupalakua Ranch, upcountry on the island

of Maui. Erdman provided valuable information about

how his operation collects and uses climate data. Work

shops were June 24 on Maui and June 26 on Hawaii.

State Legislators to Learn About Drought

NDMC Director Mike Hayes, a Hawaii legislator, and a NOAA climatologist will be drought pan -
elists at the 2008 Legislative Summit, July 22-26 in New Orleans. The panel, “Dealing with
Drought: Opportunities for Innovation,” will be 1-2:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 24.

The Hawaii representative will discuss that state’s drought mitigation needs, and how the gov -

ernor and legislature are backing drought mitigation. As part of Hawaii's Act 238, Gov. Linda

Lingle released $4 million for drought mitigation, $1 million for each county in Hawaii. Dr.

Thomas Peterson, a coauthor of :HDWKHU DQG &OLPDWH ([WUHPHYV LQ@mN&KDQJLQJ &
ZLOO GLVFXVV NH\ ¢QGLQJY DQG SURMHFWLRQV 7KH VHVVLRQ ZLOO |
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The summit is also the annual meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures, and
will probably attract 6,000 legislators, staffers, and others interested in public policy.
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