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Editorial

We leve recaved generally favourable raviens
of Tragopan 15, and especially its distrsbution
as a pdf fife Aoy further thought or
sueg es lens me mbers have o a1d production
and d stibuti on weuld be very useful to me as
editor. Alsa [ would be grateful for any
suegestio s for features te include m
for thcoming 1s sues. One 1dea 1s to feature a
particular aspect of pheasant study in each
1szue. Thaswould effer leaders m the flel d of
pheasant study methods the chance te r2ally
help those ecolo gsts embading on new fiefd
projecks. Topics could inchude radietracking.
pbeasant capture methods, distance sampling
and method; te d entifyr bird -habitat
asseciations. Any volunteers, please ceatact
me.

Iamacaving a good number of
longer research re parts/papers and if wonld

belp me EZeatly if coniributors consulted
pI2vious issues of Fragepan and submntéed
their articles 12 a simlar style.

Once again, if vou have any preject
news. e quests for adsice, grank 1nfimation
or other'ifems for melusion 1n the next 1ssue,
plase get in teuch. TraBoP ar 7 should te out
by S eptember/October 2002. Thanks again o
Peter Gasson fer his 10va nable technical
ssistance and proef-reading

Stuart Marsden. Departrrent o
Environmental and Geograp hical Sciences,
Manchaster Metvopolitarr Uimversity, Chaster

Street, Manchester M1 SGD, UK
tel: =+ 44 162 247 6215

Jax: —— 44 162 247 6318

emarl: s .mar.sdenemmu .ac.uk

Cheer pheasant by Dave Showler
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From the Chairmaei

Thas 1ssue of Trapopart sets out the rew way m
which the PSG wall woik 1n fotwe . The pleces I

h ave con fmbuted on the censtituton (p.J),
operatmg by consensus (p.9) and appoinfments so
far (p.8) indicate that we have come a lorg waYin
the period since last June, when | mitated a
comprehena ve audit of our strncture, opesation and
actrities. The prnciples have now all been agreed
with the whole membership after tao email
consultatins, through whach I received many
helpfil suggestions.

All Ineed now 1; more solmteers, %o fillthe

reman ing vacant posk fer PSG O ficers and
Reprasentatives. So ple ase censider nhe ther you

h ave the time, skills and motivation to belp us by
offeriog to take up one of these roles, exther
ummediately or 1o the farare should an appointed

o fficer mish to stand down. I would paraculady hike
to hear from anyone who thicks they mighthave the
time, energy and <kills required to ed.t the next
edition o fthe Action Plan (covering 2003 99)
duing 2004, Speaking fiom expenence.] can tell

Y ou that this 1sa ver y domanding task. es pecially f
You are m full bme emplosyment already!

A pother prodact of om audit was a list of eaght
priority areas in whach our activities need either
1mbaton ora boost (seep.9). Can y ou contrbute to
thas effor: by
> offerme Maureen Woodbum (now our
M embe 1ship Offic ar) sugeestions for new
member s from under-repr2sented covmtries?,
» develowing a project proposal that relates
closely to anY in the ActionPlan that so far
remains darman) (see p 9)?, o1

> one that seeks to measure the impact of buffing
or develop sustaiaable conservation solubions
whilst safepvarding human live hheods?

Yom cellective enerey is once again reflected in
the number of Prosect Proposals [ have e ceived
over the past six months. We have been able to
endorse the follo waog:

*  1hastatus and conservation of the ring-neckad
Pheasantin Morgolia (3 February 2002):
Toetokhbaata t Bayant (*tational Uniwaraty,
Ulaanbaatar): 12 month pilot study coarmenced
March 2002, fimced through WPA .

®  Assessingpopulavons and habitats of the
Ellint's Phaasamnt S)amancus &lliot in
Guizkou. southwestern Chira (13 F ébrary
2002):Liang Weir (Hainan Normal Univer sity):
12 month pilot study commerm ed March 2402,
finded throuch WPA.

In addition there are Praject Proposals now in
review on Bulwer's pheasant (Lopkura buiwe 73 in
Sarawak. cheer pheasant (Caireus wal lich?) m
Neml [two projecés]. and surseys & Pipar Pheasant
Reserve m Nepal. Please keep the m comng. and
seek every oppertunity to focus on the prionty
actiuties outhoed 1n the Action Plan. Thank You fer
your contimmog sipport an dnow thatour
administrative and policy reshuffle 15 cemplege, |
bope we will be eve n more e fie ctive 1n om mu'sion
6 consezve pheasant species and theirhabifake
wordd wide. Go to it!!

Pever Garson, 2SG @hair
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Project round-up

NEW PSG PROJECTS

Ringnecked pheasant, Mongolia
Togtokbbas tar Buyant (National Univ
Ulaandaatar) bas just started a 12 month study of
the diséribution. ecology and threaks facine isolated
populabions of thering-neclsed pheasant
Phlestarus colckicus m the Hovd (wesiem) and
Domed (eas tern) regions of Mangolia. These are
the mos: northerly and 1solated natural pepulations
of this specie s, routinely endnning wintet
termperatures a; low as —50°C.Feld mps are
planned for M axh, M ay and September/® cbober
2092 with the aim of findbog localite sandhabitat
typ @& used by the pheasants dunong the pt e-
breedine, breeding and post-breeding periods. to
map thesem elaton to the habitats asailable. and
aiso assess the eflect s of lis estock management and
huntieg on these popul abons. Buyant carried out
fieldwork for hee Masters m her natrve Hovd area
since the pad-1990s (see Fragopon 15, p.11) and
hopes to extend this work 1oto a PhD s tudy, beyond
fhas first ye ar which 15 being funded thou gh WPA .

Elliot’s pheasant, China

Lia g Wei Hainar Normal Univ) has jomed
forces with L1 Zhu-mei (Guizghou Inst of Biology)
tocarv out a J2 month sudy of Elliot’'s pb exsant
S¥mmancws elliot in five protected arasand aher
remnapet pnmary broad/eafhabitat 1o the south
western exarennty of its pographica. range 1n
Guizhou prosince. Fieldwodk has just begun and is
focused on developing reliable population indices
for use 1n a lone term monrforme proprasyme.
whilit stadying the habitat requirements of this
sPecies In 5 pumaeva. habitatin spring and
agtume This projectis being fimded through WPA.

PSG PROJECTS PROGRESS

Sclater’s monal, India

Suresh Kumx« (Sharjah. UAE ; ex-Wildlife Inst. of
India) 1s ready to submit his definihise paver
proposing a new al l-white tailed form of Sclater's
monal Lop hophorws scleters. Thanks to a small
grant from WPA . he mas able to study the
collection of monal skms at the Natarali History
Museum (11ing, GK) in September.when he also
spake at the WPA Aonual Convent an.

Great Argus, Sumatra

Nurul Wiozeni (Wildlie Conservation Society
Indopesia ProEXam & Unver;ity of Georgia. USA)
bascompleted her fieldwork on 1anging p dternso f
great a cgus Argusionus argas m relation to
babitat skix ture and food abundance 10 Bakit
Barisan Selatan NP in southern Sum atra. Dring
July Nose mber 2001 she leg-snared mne males on
trails and neardancing grounds. and succeeded 1n
obtainmg 81-122 1adioJocatio ns for seven of the se
birds. Many radio-fixes were close to dancing
grounds, bat adjacent males had overlapping home
rangesof 7-22 ha each.

Western tragepan survey, India
Sbahid Bashir (Aligarh Mushm Unw ) bas
completed a GIS analXsis of forest habatat
distnbubon m the Western Himalaya . Thas is knke d
¢ bis 1998 -2800 field surveysof western
teagopan Yrafepon relen 6 cspkelus populations
1o the Chamba area of HumachaJ Pradesh.

See the Rasearch Reparts secton of this issie an
pp:17-33 for details of progres s on other current
projects that have been endorsed bythe PSG:
radiotrackine studies of Reeves’s pheasant
Syroatrcu s reevesii (by Zbhan e Zheng-wang) and
wes ern bhagopan Tragopan melanecepka lus (by K.
Ramesh). and sarveys of Sclater’s monal L. sclatery
10 Yunnan. China (by Han Lian-xaan).
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News from PSG

PSG structure, constitution and operation

1. IFie need for change
Sire 1ts fe)ndation 10 1993, the PSG bas been 1um
prinapally by the Chair, nith adkice and assistance
mamly comin g frem members of the U K-based
C or: Commuttee appointed by him. The PSGis best
d escribed a s a voluntary self-help oetmork’, and 1s a
typical IUCN/SSC Seecialist Group in this tespect:
relatively few have aether substantial funds or pad
staff However there ae tno mportant waysin
which 1t difers from many other S Gs, Ope 151n
having ifs executve function centred 10 acom fry
(UK) wnhich i1s oudsade the native range of the
species fo r whach it 1 s responsible {(prin capally
Asi1a). cluarly a less than ideal situation. The other
dafieren ce 1s in b 3 ne three parent bodie s (the
IUCN Species Sursival Commtision [SSC]),
BrrdLi$: International and the World Pheasant
Ascoastion [WPA]), and m receiving very
substantial core sop por: fiom WPA . The current
oPeration of the PSG.withmost o fits func bions
belng performed bythe Chair, tozether vath the
great mcrease 1 o activity since 1k foundation. has
made the workload of the Charr unsustainable.
F rom now on amch gre ater use needs tobe madeof
the expertise andc ommitment of PSG members
vorld wide, and especially 10 Asian countres rich
1npheasants.

Geners] guidelmes on theresp cusbilities
and operation of SGs are et out on the SSC
website (bitp - ww.uce org/themes/ssc) , and
more details are giwen 1o the Terms of Reference
1sued to all SpeaalistGioup Chairs in May 2040.

2. Ihe Choir

Under IUCN r2gulatians all SG Chaiss ae
periodically appointed (or re-appointed) by the
Chair of S S C Invitations to ind. viduals are sent out
afte r the dissolution of the whole SSC at each
IUCN World Conservatioo Congress . These
meetings recur evesY 3-4 Years, the Jast one bempg 1o
@ctober 2000 « Amxmmon 1o Jordan A

Memor and wrn of Under:tanding between SSC and
WPA stz bes that (1) WPA bas responsibility for the
d a¥ to day managementof the five SGs for
Galliferme; species, and (i1) the Cbairs
appeintment (or re-appo wtent) for these SGs

should be approved by WPA, SSC and BirdLife
International . Thk, at least 6 months befor:z any
I World Conservation Congress, W PA will
tzke the lead 1nseekine opinians from PSG
member: and others abeut the appeintment (or r >
appaintme of) of the Chair for the neat 34 year
period and will then make a recommendation to
SSC with the agreemen of Birdlife International

3. 2he Choir’s Advisory Comimniiliee
The cwurent Cere Commattee harboaus agnific ant
globa. knowledee and expertise, and the Chairc
vaues greatty the advice he receives on many
meues. both in the regular bi1-an mn1al meetmes held
0 UK. and indinadnally at other ttme s: Re cently.
time set aside for informal discussionat the Care
Commrfiee's meeting venues has proved to be
exvemely valuable m developme a strategic
duse cion fer PS G, and pushing ferm ard project
plamning . fundraising and action oo parhcular
speci es, regions or fopics. Thus despite the decision
6o distuibue the function and operation of the PSG
x s s the whole membesship . a U R-based
committee will mmainin existence for the
foreseeable fotur. 1t willbe renamed tke Chair’s
Advisory Committee (CAC) to moze accimately
r2flect 16 function . All member ; of the prasent
Cor2 Commitbee have agreed o sere on the CAC
No teim of office has been fixed. but members are
free to 1estg8 when they please. New me mbers may
beinvited to Join by the Chair, in consultabonwith
carrent CAC members, fo either r2place a n2s1gning
member or in r:spense to chanping needs

The be-annual 1ssues of TraEoPats are
prepared in the period emusdiately folloning
committee meetings, and cover sh ebusiee ss of each
meeting thoough the C hamrs c ontribaifions, pro ject
teports and other new=. The formal minutes of
meefings go to 1 members, plns keY contacts in
SS5C. BirdLife. WPA, and Gallifemes T axon
Adasory Groupe (GalhTAGs) canstituted ander
the American Zoo and AQuanium Associabion
(AZA) and the European A sseciat pn of Zoos and
Aawana (EAZA).
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4. 1he Membership

Each SG Chair 1s empowerad by the SSC Chaicbo
appeint and remove me mbers from hisfbe ¢ SG All
membets of all SGs are alse members of SSC, a
globa. vohmteer netwoik cusvently pumbenng more
than 7,004 people. Neather SSC nor the SGs can
afiord to suppor:mactive members . Tha s current
policy within the PSG s for ihe Cbair to invife
anvone who 15 inwlved 1n work relating to the
conser vaton of pbe asank and their habitat: 1o join,
and for exstieg members who cease to focus thear
atienhon on any swwhactrity to be ramoved frem
the hst. The Cbair will discuss all propose d
addtons to and 1emos als from 1he me mbership hist
with the CA C. CAC will also review any case that
15 brought {0 1ts o tic e, of apparent
misepresentation ofthe PSG by any member. and
may ithen request the Cbair to expel him'her.

3. PSG Officers

Each SG Cbair is alse charged by SSC with
responsibi lity for the gevemance and arganisation
of his’her SG, inchuding the appo mtrment of anY
offcers. Inth e PSG these appeintments will have
no fixed term, but officer; w1l be fie e to resien at
any time (although normally givm g 6 months

no tice). From he 6o time and with the agreement
of the CAC, the Chair may negotat: the
replacement of along-servmp officer with anew
volunfeer . The CA C willbe responsible fer
reviewlnE any case of apparent misrepresentation
or under-per formance by anY o fficer. and mght
then request ithe Chaur to r2mo~e bom her from
office.

Alongside all exastiog members, vobunt eers
who bave not previously been members ofihe PSG
will be elieible for appointment The fellowmg
offices nill be filled by iniitation from the Chair,
with the agreement of the CAC:

Webmaster

Editorof Tragopan

Membership O fficer (fo maintain postal and
email addres list of members and mc 1pients
of Tragepan)

e Recoids Officer; (koJog all knom n sightings,
wath dates, lbocafions and obse rver s” namizs and
contact deta1k. eachofficer achne fer a
diffe rent counfrvy orregion)

e Literatare Databaie Offxer (to mamntain a
hterabre caration database and provide the
membershap with detai b; of all recent

publx ations oo pheasant c ouser ¢ation by am azl
andior via Tragopan)

e Actior Plan Editor: (b be appointzd m time to
start woik in early 2004 on the 200599
edition)

o AZA and EAZA GaliTAG Represeatatives

e CITES, Traffx and IUCN Trade Program
Repiesentatives

e WPA Consers ation Breeding Ads 1501y
Committee Representative

o Sustainable Use SG Representative

e Consenaton Breeding SG Represeatative

e Renfroducton SG Representative

6. Fimancial arrangements
The PSG operates by asing ‘thee accovmts

I. A Tragopan production account into wnhich
all subscriphon meeme is pa.d. 17agpan is
free to all PSG members, although some
cheose to make a peniedic dnaton equvalent
to or greater than :ithe subscaption. M any
people 10 Asian countries rich i pheasants
recsave Jragoson free of charfe at (he
discretion of the Chair @thers wodd wide pay
a subscription. either annuallyviaa surcharge
to WPA members. or directly and normally for
three years at a ime. This account 1susedto
pay for the cost of artwork fer and printing of
Tragopan. Posal charges arecevered by the
pres ent Cham's inshitution, which also holds
this account.

2. Acore costs account which holds an annu al
danation from WPA . This 1s operated by the
WPA Administraborand 1s used at the
disce tion of the Chair & pav for some of the
necessay expenses mcuried by the Charr and
CAC members n attendin g (heir on n and other
meebtmnEs.

3. Aprojeci @apk account info which anv
donations made specifically to cover thecosts
of mnnieg PSG-endoced praects are paid.
WPA's s:afus as a regastered chanty in UK
then allows Gzft Aid (a tax cence=sapon) ko be
claimed and added to (he sum donatad. This
account is also operated by the WPA
Administrator und ez instic ions from (he
Cbaic The valve of grants awardedto projects
1s agreed by the Chair with the donot(s) and
the CAC.

Peter Gaisen, 25G Ckair - 4 March 2042
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PSG priorities for action

Dwime the cond half of 2001 the PSG reviewed
16 responsibihties , drucoure and function in tle
light of general guidelines offered by the SSC, and
mor: partculacly through an andit base d on the
Temus of Beferrnces for SG Chais 1ssued by SSC
in Mayv 2009 . Thas process involved the entire
membes~hap i n an e mail consultation, and was a
major item on the agenda of the las: two C ore
Committee meetings July 2001 and January 2092).
In eeneraf the PSG emerged from this aidit wath
credzt. but some parficular facets of itsachm tes
were seen to be innee dof 1nmovation or change.
BEght immediate prorites emerged:

1. Esteblish an ind¢pen denr presenc ¢ on the world
wde web

Thas 15 beme t&ke n forward i1n collaboration with
the Gante Conse svancy Trust (UK). which almady
hosts the PQF SG websik . The PSG site w3ll be
wdmiated by putting up statemenks on our
responsibilities, parentage (math links). s tructme
and constitation, all denved from text used duing
the audit. @ ther 1%ems to include are ah st of names
of all pheasant taxa. details of priorif;; projects
(fiom the 2000-04 Action Play) and posaitle
sources of funds for projests: In due course 1t w1l
also feature ad ownload area for obtaining the
Project Proposal Form and euidebnes, and allpa st
issuesof Tragopan. The most c2centissue will be
advertised thro ugh 16 front paee mchedme the
contents details, accomp anied by an 1nutabon to
become a subscriber. 1.ater stll, a m ap will mdicate
the lecation ofall curent PSG-end orsed projects,
and clickmg a them wall give ip4o-dale details an

each one.

2. Seek members i A san conntries shat are rich
i pheasanes butp oorly represenke d in the PSG
This enll be taken forward rxmanly by
the Mem berchip Offic er through seeking contacts
from both the existng membership. and
rec anmendations fro m Manano Giminaz -Dixon
(Programme @Officer — Fauna) and the SSC
membesrship admimistrators at the IGCN Species
Programme @ ffice at Gland.

3. Immplevtent she present Adction Plan andprépare
1o revise w agaxn for she 2005-09 period

The Chair has reviewed progress on all current
Action Plan Projects (see p.9) and will now be
aaking a concerted effort to ind Principal

Invest gators to take forward tho se not currently

rxening significant alention. The Chairis also
w=eking offec; from PSG members w ho w1 sh to be
considered for appeintment a s edisors of the ne xt
Acti an Plan edibon, ready for w ork on thicin 2804.

¢. Encourage research aioted at assessmn g ke
wpact of kunong on pkeasant populations, and
mproving the sustamabihity of kupran activires in
Pheasant kabuats

The Chair made a request in Tragopan 15
(September 2801) for project proposals of thas kmd
& be prepared . Ideally suwch projects needto
determome human 1mpacts quant tatively, and then
move 1né a socio-economic phase designed to
inceease the sustanabihity of all nataral re source

use 1n the locahty. Smce this plea was made, Ratml
Kaul (WPA , Delhi) and Fitender Jandroti a (Dastnct
Institute of Educaton & Traming, Chamba.
Himachal Pradesh) have been awarded a exantby
the ®aental Bird Club to study the extent of and
motrvations for the hantme of Galliforures species
1n foees s under the contiol of the goverement and
the Jocal commuanmity in the weséern Himalaya. In
addition Sarala Khalmg (D arjeeling . NE India) has
begun a pilot project on commmity participab oni n
two villages adjacent to SinghalilaN_P. Thiss
focused on the sustainable use of all fores:produce,
momtoring the satvr hagopan (Iragopan s adra)
and other wildlife populations as flapships and
indicasors. and seekine lass consumipty e alfernatav e
activ:ties through which to condrbate to family
incomes. Lo firther promote this aree of work,

Phil p Mceowan has agreed to draft a

sipple mentary project bnef whach wall be added &
the 23 already given pnionty in the 2000-04 _Ac tion
Plan.

3. Promote indcpendsont fimd raising by dre
praapal investgators of PSG- endorsedpiofects
The existing Iist of international funding agencies
will be updated. expanded and re-distnbuted by the
Chair,with arequestto all members for
mfoonation on anv other possable sovgces of
project funds. The Iis: wail also be placed on tke
PSG website.

6 Iviprove the sechaical cap abilistes of Prin cipal
Invesagators, m terms of research teckm@ues and
the preparason of reports and your nal
pubhicanions

Proposals on how o increase the potential for
shaneg information and
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expeatise across the whole PS Gmemberitup are
detailed in ‘PSG furc fian : op erz ing mou: by

consersu s’ (p9).

7. Become mmrolved 1n advecacy fer conservaticn
action threugh ketson wish gorerrnment offices
and NGOs

The trad tional stren gth of the PSG membership,
and of the whole SSC membership, 15 in technacal
and research exper@ise. leading to recommendations
for consarvation action on behalf of parfic ular
species or inpartcnlar places. The cext objective.
of pesusding the responsible autbenties b0 chan ge
polices for the censersation of particul arpheasant
specias or the Protected 2reas 1a which the y live,
requires advocacy actiuty on a broad front

Add fional c aoservation recommen dations d exxs ed

bv other researchers, and dealing with other taxa,

ecosMstems or issues, need %o be mtegrated nto a
single strong argumert for chaoge, and then
Presented 10 an appropriately targeted way to the
cancerned govemment avtho nkes. Phahip

Mc Gowan (Conservation Director, WPA) has
wndertaken to spearhead thas kiad of activ+ty on
behalf of the PSG andthe other four SGs fer
Gallifotmes species.

8_Snnv to operase more by comseansies through
giiang greater numbers of w embery responsibiliy
for paticPanrg in reustné acrivistes of $he PSG
See ‘PSG func bion: opeatmp more by censensus’
®9).

Peter Garson, PSG Chair

PSG Appointments

The fello wing appoiatments (or 1:-appeintments) have beenmade so far by the Chair:

Ediiors and Officers

W ebmaster

Editor of Tragopan

Action Plar Editors (2004)
M embesship Offacer
Recoids @fficers

Liter atwe Database Officers

Reprecentatiies

AZA GalhIAG

EAZA GalhTAG
CITES/Traffic/ SSC Trade Prog.

Sustainable Use SG
C ansezvation Breeding SG
Re-ntrodacton 5G

WPA Cons. Breeding Advs.C anm.

Chair’s Adhvisory Comuniiiiee ( CAC)
Iohn Cozrder, Mike Crosby. Keith Howmaa, Carol lnskipp, Stuart Marsden, Phalip

McGowan. Roger Wilkaason. Maue ea Woedburo

James Long

Stuar t Mas=den

%0 be appomired

Mamreen Wood buru

to be appornted

Rajrv Kalsi, others requir ed (e.g. China)

Do Brunieg, Christne Shewpard
Alain Heanache, Garty Robbins
Roger Wilkunson, Jobn Corder
Han Assink

GautamDas

tobe appointed

%o be appointed

Peter Garson, PSG Chai 4 March 2082
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PSG function: operating more by consensus

With mnmedi 2e effect faur wavs are proposed
threugh whech to inciease the invok-ement of and
PSG members wordd wide. in addion to members
of CAC, in 166 routine achivities:

1. Pigject Advisors

Intimation s that a Project Proposa. is being
prepared by someore with relatively lite
experience of project plannisg or mmplementabon
may prompt the Chair ¢ identfy a mon:

e Ipenenced Provect Advisor. who could then be
aproacted for belp, and would if pos sble belong
to the same country as the propeser.If the proposer
s a cwazent orprospecthve pestgraduate student, the
Chair will seek the permission of the unaveraty
9Ipm visor before app roachmme anY additional
Project Advisar. The role of Project Adsisors will
be acknowled ged by name i Tragop ar and other
reperts on PSG actisity (e.g. # P4 News, FP4
Anrnual Review, Specres). By aranee ment with the
Principa. Invesfig abor (and any Ph.D. supervisor). a
P1oject Adsisor might make vi & to the proiect
when work vwras m progress. acd‘or become a co-
autho « of r2 ports and pubhc dions ansm e fromthe
proiez:for which s/be has accepted this
responsibility on bebalfof the PSG.

2. Review of preposals

T be Chair will routmely ce quest confidential
comments on Project Proposals fro m PSG members
(and others) worldwide. A Proposal R enew Form,
d esigmed to focus the reuienet’s attention on critical
features of the proposal, »all be produced to mzle
thas a r2latively :1mple task. Reviewers "work will

be acknowledged by name (but not withreference
¢ partic ular Project Proposals) m Trapopan.

3. Project oversight

Fach endorsed project in progress (1.e. from
ihation to production of final repor: and/or
Joarnal publicatior)} will be aicigned to a member
of the CAC as Project Overseer, She wmill be
r2quired to obtair and aisess interim and final
rzports aed draft publx abons from Pnacipal

Inwes bgator in ime for commitee meetings,
accordme o the schedule set up at endorsement
Ge.iotecm repoits by each 15 Fene and 15
Decemb er during the project; final 1eport ocjaurual
public ation draft withno six months of co mp] ebon
of the wodk). S‘he will a so be responsible for
obtaunenp comment< on these re ports fiom any
Ph.D. sipervisor and/or Project Advisoc. Ap
Interim Repor: Form for Principa Invesbgalors.
and a Repor: Assessment Form for Project
Overseers, Supervisor: and'or Advisors. will fecus
attenbon on the achievement of objectives and
expe:’ed outcomes accoding to the time tabl e set
out 1n the endorsed ver;ion of the Project Proposa.

4. Appointment of officers

There will be a pelicY of deliberately b ut gradually
transfeirme r2sponsibility for c ore fianctions. and
commmication with other organisat ans. beYond
the membeiship of the CAC and towards tte PSG
membership ip Asian countnes rich inpheasants.

Peter Garson, PSG Chai» 4 March 2042

Actien Plan (2000-84) project review

T be table below sitTnmanses 1nfo ana tion on pro ect
proexess kpown the PSG Chai:: o fac, abmest half
w ay throueh the 5 year period for the
mplementatian for this Action Plan If there are
erors or ami sians,please supply him with the

d ¢tails.

Mos: Acton Plan projects b ave severa.
aspects to them So, in oider to identi fy activities
shll ¢ be 1mitiated withan prolects where there bas
been at least some activaty, itis necessaY to look &

the contents of the ‘progressto date’ c obima m this
table alon @ade the projest brief in the A cton Plan
wself. The Char wouldlike to hear from amyone
nbo feels that they ate ina position to take forward
any activities still cemainmnp ¢ beimplemented.
Proposals that tar@et species or actisibes

taghlighfe d in the Action Plan will be gnen prooty
atention dunng the project rzview process and are
more hikely & attract fundiog from donots

followmg PSG endocsement.
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No.

A
la
1b
2a

2b

@

10

11

e

10

Title

Global Praojects

Increasine the effechveness ofthe PSG
Increasing the effectiveness of project
moprfonng and evaluabon

C aoverting project outputs nto
consersatien actioo

Impr oving 1nternational expesure of
research indiogs

M anfaeme an Asian Gallife rmes sit 2
database

Asses ing pepulations of Asan
Gallhiformes within protected areas

Regional Projects

Rewview of mformation 10 Indochinese
pheasants

SuneYs for thre #ened pheasank m
southnest Chana

Swreys for thre#ened pheasank m
Sumatra

SurseYs for thre #ened pheas ants m
B omeo

Strategic Projects
T ax onomic r2-ass acsmend of pheasants

Effective management of capbive
pheasant stocks

Developing methods for r2aptrodiachion
of phe asants

Derring and 1mplementine habat at
manag ement str-ate gies for be Her-
known theeatened pheasants

Progress to date

In band followine PSG audit
Inhand followane PS G audait

P talp M cGowan (WPA Conservation Direcior)
has agieed to a2iast nath ad vocacY for acton

‘P aper wniting camp’ for Chinese researcher;
prior to JOC (Axgust 2€02) 15 beme plaaned by
Peter Garson

Appointment of PSG Kecord s Officers in
several coonfoe/regions 1n hand fellowing PSG
audit; liz1son with BirdLife required on
threatened spacies records; no host institution
yet identifsed

Proje ct proposal for India being developed by
Rabul Kaul and Philip McGowan

Nick Brickl : now involved. tovang compl 2ted
work onregion’s PQF species

3 year project on disttibution andec ology of
Sclater’s monal (Laphkophorus scia®ri) in
Yunpan by Han Lian-xian contones

No activify ko own other ‘than radiotracking
strdy of ereat argus (4rgusiarius argus) in 2041
nowbeme wntten up by Nural Winarm

No activity kpnown other than sarveY project
being planmed by Aodrew Sbeppy 10 Sabah, and
radiotagging study of Bulwer's pheasant
(Loghwa budwwri) in Sarawak proposed by Jchn
Rowden for summer 2402

Pubhsbed papas by Kebecca Kimball. Ettore
Bandi, T mm Crowe and ofthers, relat: & hieher
tadenomy of pheasanfs and other Galhformes:
Ettore Rand. and Alain Henpache have paperin
preparation on the phylo@eny of Annamese
Loptara ta:a; thesis by Sybile Moulm 1n
preparation on phylo geny of silver-kah)
Lopiwra c omplex

Existieg ¢ridbooks due for rzpublication: no
new studbooks lnown

No activity known

No actvity known
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D

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

23
24
23

Prajects far Critically
Endangered and

Endangered species
Vie tnamese lowland LdPhwra
pheasants

Bomean peac ock-pheasant
(Polyp! ectro n schleigrmaciien)

Projects for Vulnerable

species
Brown eared -phessant (Cro ssopt lon

m1an ic huy icumt)
Elhot’s pheasant (Srmeaticus ellior)

Hume 's wheasant (Ormraticus humiae)

Reewes's pbeazant (Hrmasncus
resvesii)

Mountan peacock pheasant
(Polyplectro n dropina tunt)
Germain 's peaceck-pheasant
(Polypiectro ngermaini)
Malaysian peacock-pheasant
(Polypiectro n malacerse)
Palawan peacock-phe asant
(Podp lectro n emephanuns)

Coz=ted arews (Rhedardra ocellata)

Coneo peafewl ({fropans congensis)
Gre en peafow] (Pavo muticws)

Ettore Rand . and Alain Hennache have paper in
preparation on the phylo @ ny of Anname se
Lophura taxa: they have identified and excluded
hybnd lines of captive Edwards’s pheacant (L.
edwar &) wath Sennboe’s pheasant (L.
swhhoi?) from the studbeck populaton: field
swveYs and protected area designaton and
management inhand thro ugh BirdLife
Intemational Vietnam Pro&Famme

SurveY projectin Sabah bang planned by
Andiew Sheppy fer summmer 2002

No acthaty known

12 moath projectjust s:arted by 1aang Weaon
population sazes andhabitatuse 1n 5 PAs 1o
Guizhoo

Pigectbeing planned in northern Thailacd by
George Gae

3 vear 1ad otagging projec t by Zhane Zheng-
wang conhnoog 1n Doneghai NNR . Henan:
surveYs of other PAs also bemg andectaken
No acaivity known

Surv-eys o fCat Tien NP 1n Vietnam by Nguv
Tran Vyconhnue
No achwity knowm

Smixeys o flowland fere st birds by Davad Lee
currently suspended due to pohitical unrest on
Palawan Island

No actvity knswn

No activ.ty keswn

Sunieys 310 Cambodia by Tan Setha cenfinue
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Other news

Himalayvan monal: brst recaord in

Yunnan, China

Y ang Z1ao-jun (Konmang Insttute of Zooloey) bas
clanfied details ou the fisst r2cord for the
Himalrymn moosl Lopkopkoerus impgaus in this
province of China The specimag of amale
originated from Qingldong village (28°04'N,
98°38F). to the east of the Sa ween over in the
?husban mountain o ge 10 NW Yunnan, and close
to the boid ers with beth Tibet and Mysnmar. and m
the Bingz bongh o &s trict of Goo@shan coun fy . It
was taken - 3. 400m 1n a maxed fir, rhedodendron
and bamboo foreston 13 February 2001. Villageis
m the are a rzported that Himala yan monal is rare
there. but ind cated that Sclater s monal (L. s clarerii)
1saso present. The speamen s being kept at te
Gon eshan A dminis frato o Bur eau of the
GoaliEonesban Nabral Reserve. Tlese detals
correct sever d errors and add details to thos:?
orignally given in Da Zirar { ChinaNatursf, 3: 43
(28001) in Chinese. and then tri10slated for Orienral
Bird Club Bulleuin, 33 - 48 (December 2001) .

2092 WPA Annual Canvention fo
be held m Belfast, Narthern

Ireland

The *orthern Ireland Omzamental Pheasanit Society
(AH1@PS) bas kindiv offered to host the 2882
Conventiou in Belfast on the 23® —29* Sepserber
2042. fellowed by apostconvento ntour. The main
conference will be held at the City of Belfast
Zoological Gardenss; by kind permussion of the
Drecter, John Strong More details and the
programme an: to be published in the WPA M ay
Nen<letter: other mfrmation is ava Jable from
Jhmmy Reekre Tel. 01324 562239

Updates of addresses/email

addresses

Ifyoubave changed your postal addiess,

tel ephona’fax number or, especially. your email
recently. please make sue you let Maureen
Woodbam (Mem bership Officer) and Peter Garsen
know.The database of all members™ detals will be
updated regularly but if you bave ttoubl e contactme
acvmember. please getintouch with Marreen at

m.woodburo@g c org uk.

New Chairman for WPA

An-ard wmning omathologist Dick Potks is to a ke
over from Richard Howaré as chaiiman of WPA

fr om cext April Known especially fer has work on
grevpafridge and generally for game bird
conseivation in UK. Dick joins WPA fellowing his
retireme nt 25 Director Genesal of the Game

C onservaecy Trost in December 2801. Dick joms
WP A at what is probably the most chalbngne time
0 i exsstence, ai the birds 1t cai 2s for are more
threatened than ever before. Dick’s Jon e-rurming
and miensive work mn the UK willnow prose a
great aiset worldwide as WPA conthnuesitsbattle
b enswe the snianal of these birdi and their
babifak. Dick said “ Anyone who cares for these
beautiful birdibas a role b0 play in conserving
them , and] look fernard to wodomg nith thes:
dedx ated people from ma«y different coimbies.”
adapwd frorm WPA News No. 68 January 2002

Species Sminvival Commission e-

bulletin

The e-bulletm of the SSC as well as other usefal
updates, new publ xations and ew 15 avarlable &
bt (7 /'orw w ecn.orgfthemes/ sec/ nbats-new htm

New members

Gaulam Das (South Assa Regional Sustainable
Use SG,Delhi) bas accepted me mbership of PSG,
offered n1eceemton of his effa & to organiseand
find fundiog for stud.es of red j mglefo wl Gallus
fallus _doxmestic fowl Gallis domestic us
bvbodiston n the wild and e status of green
peafowl Pavo muncus spryfe r inNE India

C bache Comwalltis (Univ.of She ffield UK) has
accepted membersbip

followme has explor ahoos ob 1slands hosting both
ferall red jungiefowl and domestc fewl (seep 26);
ke now starts a Ph D._on the sexwal beha viour and
mafing system of red jungle fewl populations in
Sweden aod Singapore.
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Tibetan earedpheasant:
publications and new research

gramt
Lu Nin (Wuhan Univ, Hebet) is ¢ be congratulated
for sublishang thr ee papers m inlervatienal jeurnals
recenfly. with the prorase ef at least tno mere to
ceme. The population ef Tibedan eared phersant
Crossopiilon karmani thal be has been studyme;,
since 1994 at Xiong-se Monastery nearl hasa
flnctuates 1ns12e quite markedly frem year 60 year
and he hasjusl been awarded a thiee Yesar exant by
the China *atenal Natura] Science Foundaton e
stud y its @ynaancsin detail . thereby aizking full use
of the 104 individuals he has banded so far. His
recent pubficatons are:
10 Xin & Zheng Guanem e (2000). W'hyd o eared-
pbeasaats in eastern QuinghsiTibet shew
so muchmopholog .cal vanaton? Bird
Conservarior Inrernatiorsal. 10-305-309.
1n Xin & Zheng Guanemer (2001) . Hahitat
selecten anduse by hvbnid white and
Tibe tan earedpheasants 1 ne astein Tibed
dunng the postincubation period.
Canadian Journa!l ¢f Zoology. 79:319-
324
10 Xin & Zheng Guangmei (2002). Habitat nse of
Tibe tan earee -pheasant Crossoptilos
karmari flock s m shrub veg etaben dming
the non-breeding season. /bis, 144: 1722

Palawan peacockpheasant: name
change and altitude range

extension

A detailed mview of theluséorca. lxteratire on thi s

species by Edward Diclanson sndicates thal under

the crifep a cet eul 10 the Indernatonal Cedeof

Zoslegic a. Nemencla ture there 1s a stren g case feor

reverbng to the eriganal bmemsal: Polsplectron

napoleonax (I.esson. 1831). The specific name 1n
curren) wide usage (P. ewpharum) was firsd used

by Temmmck 10 1832}

Dickinsen . E.C. €4801). The correct scienhfic name
of the Palawan Peaceckpheasant is
Podplecoro n napoleonis Tesson, 1831
Bulla tinr qfthe Brirish Ormithologists
Club.121:266272.

Jaceb Esselstyn (Palawan Cemncit for
Swtainable Develo pment) ob served and bea:d this
species at fmo s 1tes pe ar Puerto Pnncesa 1ne arly
2040. He witnessed the ease mith wbichvillagers
were able to trap birds atene pnimar¥ lo wland

forest site (300-700 m). Ad a primary mentace
forest site mterspersed with old landships covered 1n
bamboo scmb. be frequently heard birds calling.
Pasor & these ebsarvations at 1.380-1 500 m, there
appear to have been no reports ef its ecc mrence
abeve 800 m.

from Oriental Bird Club Bullein, 34: 69
(Decomber 2001)

Survey in Tay Ninh Province,

Vietnam

Bucag Oclober 2041 ateam frem the BirdLife
International Vietnam Pre yamme, the Instbide of
Ecology and Biclogical Resouxes and the
Previncial Departoent of Sci ence, Tecbnolegy and
Eniire oment carmied eut a rapid bird survey of the
Le Go SaMai and Chang Riec ferestsin the sounth
of the ceimty: Germain's pe aceck-pheasant
Polyplact ron germawi (Vulnerab k) and Siamese
fireback LopAura diardi (Ne ar-thre atened) wen:
amongst 130 species 1ecorded in this area, which
now qualifies as an Jm®ortand Bird Area. On
acceunt of its high biodversity va e and
ecotounsm posential, 1t1s a candid & for pr otected
area s:atus as a natenal park.

from BrrdLife Internanional Vistmam Programme
Quarterly Reports. 3(4) (Recember 2001)

Waoarkshop and Svmposium in

India

Fellewing the sucoessful WWPAled Captive
Breedine Work:hop at Mormi HilIs Pheasanfry
(aryana) in Aonl 2041, a furthsr wedk shop was
beld at Cbail Foiestry Schoe! (I1ymachal Pmdes h)
on 2627 November 2081. Thss was sun by the
State Wildhife Wme and WP AInda, with fusding
from the Central Zoo Authorxfy. The 23 partcipants
were mamly ammal keepers and the medium of
wstructien was Hindy

from WPA News 08 {January 2002]

MC. Sathyanarayana (AVC Colle pe. Tamil
Nadu) hosted a natienal s3mposinm on Galliforme s
on 2022 February 2042. This meeting attracted 1 7

visihine deleEate s and featured 29 papers whach
w1ill ©on be available as a booklet.

Saciety for Conservation Biology
Annual Meeting, 14-19 July 2002

Philp McGowan (A7 2A
C onservatien Direcler) and
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Richard Fuller (2008_4c &ien Plar editor; Ouchzro
Unev ., UK) are scheduled & present twopapers at
the SCB meeting at the University of Kent
(Canterbury, GK). They deal withth e effe chveness
of Action Plans 10pn ootismg and shmalating

c ansez vation ac hon, d rawing heavily on the
experiene of the theee Galliforme s SGs that
publisled Action Plans m 1993 and agamn in 2090.

International Ornithaological
Congress, 11-17 August 2002

At this major event in Beljine, Peter Garson
Mewcastle Univ. UK) and Zben € Guane-mex
(Beying Normal Unw.) ae joint con venors of a
session on Forest pranagepient and ¢on serva Zon
ofGallifio pies.. whilst Eteore Randt (AINFS. Italy)

consene s an ather on Evelunionary genestcs of she

Plasiamidae. Therenill a so be a day-long meebmg
on 16 AuBust for all Gallifome s biologi st attending
the mam JOC, orgamsed by WPA -China. Tbe
Scentfic Programmne Committee has accepted

ab stracts from the following, amongst other.:: John
C arroll (Sustainable nntmg of Gallformes m
Euarope and USA), Philip Mc Gowan (Galhformes
and protected arasin Az1a), Nonmoto Kawnan
(stitus and h abitat ase of copper pheasant in Japan),
Gao Yuren (vocalisations of Hainan greypeaco ck-
rheasanf) . Liane Wer (golden phe = ant
conservation), a1 Xm (secal organisation of
Tibetan earedpheasant). Zban g Zheng-wany

(b abitat use by Reeves’s pheasanf), Dip ankar Gho
(status and conservation of Galliformes mm NE
India).

Newly published

Threatened birds of Asia: the BirdLife Iniernationol Red Dato Book
published

@ver the lait 20 vears, Budiife Interna tional has
worked to identifs- and decumest the wor ld's
threatened bird species. Red Data B ooks I BDBs)
were published for A$ca 1n 1985 aed the Apierxcas
m 1992, and globa. checkhsts of the atere d birds
were publiched 1n 1988 and 1994 (a< Bird to watck)
and 1n 2000 (as 2hrearered biwds of ¥ worid). The
therd 1ee oxal RDB was pabhshed m 2001. the
1 kreatened birds f Asia: the BirdLife
Imernational Red Bota Book, with the support of
the Mamstry of the Environme ot of the Goverament
of Japan throush WING-W11d Bird Soc'ety of
Japan. Thas RD B will be of greates: interestto
members of PSG, as » covers all bt ane of the
wor.|ds globally threatened pheasant species (=
well as a high proportion of threaened meeapode s
and partnid ges).

Anotable deve lopment sinc e the earhiec
RDB volame s bas been the full 1nwlvement of the
region’s ormtholngists and conseivationises 1n the
projec:, with the imtal drafis of the threatened
species accounts beine prepared by mtional
c anpilers in almost all Asian countries. As a result.
the se ac 50 mts contaun many proposal s for acbon
by mglonal experts. and the basehne data required

& develop new mitiati ves 1n the fature  3nchiding a
wea th of information that bas never be fore been
synthesised in an mternational work. A imQque
fea tare of the book 1sthe distnbution maps, as for
the first ime 1n the history of either 3c d ogy o1
conservation a major segment of an entire fauma is
p2appe d asing folly refenanced point loc ahties. The
p:apping element of the book was undeztzken to
prozide a graphx 1illustration of the distmbution,
and hen ce conservaton status, of the threatened
birds of Asia, and to 1dentify the key areas that need
to be conserved.

Perhaps themost staking feature of the
1 ¥ eatened birds ef Asia i1s its sheec size! It is
publiched 1n two volupies, and totals 3.038 pagaes . It
covers 323 globally threatened bird species(cl2%
of the emmire Asian aviyfauna), inc hades ab oot 490
paps, a black-and -white i1llas trationof each
globally threatened. Data De ficient and
C anservation Dependent specie s, and two colour
fr onfispieces. About 7.200 pzferences are ated in
the book, and #otal; of abomt 160 principal
compilers and data confibutor; and over 1,088
contributor; are ceedrted and
acknowledged for their mpat.
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The species accounss for threatened, Data D efic jent
and ConservatonDependent species inc lude
comprzhensive sec ions on therr disteibuth an,
populabion smes and trends. ecologic a] parameters
Ibabitat . § #0d. breeding magzration), the threats th at
ace affectine them and cizrent manaeement
actisities. Most craciially, if idenhfie sp rojects,
proerammes and policies for thesr conser sahon that
the compilers or dh ers recommend on the bass of
the assembled evidence.

A total of 24 pheasant specie:s are covered.

mnciluding the Endan pered Edwardss Pheasant
Lopkura edwardsi., Vietnamese Pheasant L.
larbhensk and Bornean Peacock-pheasant
Pobplectron schieigrmacheri, and the Impemnal
Pheasant I.imperialis, which is treated as Data
Defici1ent because of uncerfaintiez abouf wh ether 1t
15 a valid species. T he main threat< to these speciss
are habitat loss and exploitation for food: In some
parts of the n2glon there i1s on-eoing rapd forest
Joss, mos: notably n the Sundaic lowland s.
Fkewhere, for example m many paits of Clepa and
in the Hmalaws, foests are alread v baghly
fragmented a ndmany pepulations ofphe asanks are
small andisolated. Th eimpaci: ofhunfing is
generally poo1y understood. batthi s must pese a
sentous threat ¢ many pheasant populations. Many
rec anme ndations are made far new or extended
protected areas, and for mproved prote ction and
manaeement of babitats, Surveys and ecologicd
studies are n2qurred for many species. and studies

¢ improve understandime of the imp acks of hunting
and buman dsturbance are pa ticularly impertant

In addition to the bock, the Thireasened
birds of Asia 1s publiched on CD-ROM, and spexes
accouants can be dowmnlo aded from a website
(wwwzxdb.orid). Dunng 2002, a new version of
thas webszte will be launched, which wall allow
asers to confribute new records of Asian threatened
Yards and other mfomation a2l esant to their
conservation. and through this make 1:p4o-date data
on the conservation status of Asia’s birds. freely
avarlable on the internet. T s imbative willneed o
be coordinated with the projeci of th e Galhiformes
speaalis! exoups to manfain an Aga b sites
database (Project 3 in the Pheasant Action Pl n).
Brrdlife is planning to publish another follow-ap to
the RDB duning 2802, a Sirategy for e threatened
birds of Asia. This will essenfially be a summary of
the threats and conseri-abon measmes sctons of
the RDB species ac ~eunts, and w3ll present an
arabysis of the mos: important actons for
threatened birds and a baseline for monitoring
proeress with these actions. If will baghl ghéprionity
sites, priority species for survey and research, and
poority habitak and conservation 1s sues.

Mike Crosby. Ressarch and Data Manager {3sia
Dnaision}, BrrdLife Inemarrion al, Welib rook Court,
Grton Road, Cambridge CB3 ONA, UK. Em ail:
mws crosby@bird!{fs.org.uk

BOOK REVIENM?: Pheasants, Partridges and Grouse

by Steve Madge and Phil McGowan. Colonr
Plates Netman Arlett. Robin Budden. Dansel
Cole, John Cex, Carl D'Si1lva KtmFranklin
and David Mead. by @mistopher Helm,
Londen, 2002. 488pp. 72 celour pletes. Over
250 species, each with celour maps. ISBN 0-
7136-396 6.0. Hardback £45.

Thas 1s the latest vohmne mn the popular and well-
es:ablished series of Helm Identficattan Guides

The beck covers over 250 species o fmamly
gllnaceous birds. As well as including birds from
the former, enlarged family Phasianidoe (®heasants
quails, fianco lins, partrid@es, grouse. guine fowls
and turkeys) the book covers the quail-like
buttonquails. the sandgrouse (Ptereclidae)and also

the Plainssvandei er Pedionomus torquaitus, a
buttongaarl-like bird whech 1s aost closely related
o the seedsnipe and

20 belones amone the Charedpformes. Two
famnbies of gallinaceous birds are nof covered by
thas book: the Neotropical Cracidae (which
comprises over S0 species of guans, chachalacas
and c'wrassows) and the Me Eapediidae (comprisin g
more than 2@ =pexes of megapodes, scr wfowl] and
brash -turkeys).

The grenw descambed includ es some of the
worlds mos; beauh ful and spectacualar birds, such
asthe trapopan and the monal pheasants It is
among the mos: threatened of ali bird gre ups,
anaoly e to habitat loss and
degradation and hunting
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pressies. A cec ently completed ass2<sment of the
status of the pheasants considered that as many as
ha!f of them a2 at nsk of extinchon, accordine to
theRed 1 25t of categoriesus2d by The War ld
Conser va ion Union @ GCN). The book inclndes
some of the best<tudied species in the wodd, for¢

e xample the Red Grouse I a€oPus flagopus}
scotrcus, Noirthern Bobwhite Cal mnius virginia nus
and Common Pheas at PRasia s colchrcus.
Homever. the breeding biclogy. ecoloey and
taxonomic relationsheps of many spexes are shll
poarly known. The taxonomic relationsheps
between szveral taxa of Vietnamese Iophura
pheasants 15 still uncestain, for instanc e. In thepast
ten years there have been :mportant discoreilas. A
s o-far und escobed monal phea sant was discovered
in the Hmalayas of Atamachal Pradesh 1n 1998:; its
taxonomic status is shll being investipated.

TIEAR IS PTREATRON T

PHEABANIY,

& e Madgx i al1Vd N Parvan

A ered D noamd i St tmbha et 14
} Antay L (X Aa CO TTRAR &= WY Hpae

Thas book has the same lagh quality of produchon
and attractive design as the othee Helm

ld enhfic aftion Gades. The 72 fi1l colom plates that
h ave been executed by leadine bird arhst-. are dl

of a high stand ard and some are excellent With as
many as seven arhic.ts 1t 15 mesitable thatthe styleof
the plates varies . Some show rather too mnch white
back zound baut this 15 a @ubble. Other:, notably
those by Dan Cole, have evecative backdrops of

ve @etation whic h add to their ye<atchine appeal.
In contras: to bis. plates, Dan Cole’s front cos-er 13
cather disappeinhng showing a somewhat
dimmuhve pair of tagopan. The colaupldes
lustrate betwe en two and fve species. Each shows
malle, female. juvenile and sub species phmapes
where relevant. Each brrd 15 coded and ¢ aptioned
on a faring page with thexr s2x and age. and with
notes on rdentific ation featimes, habitat, alhitude
(where rz2levant) and wordd d stedtatron. On the
same facing paee there 15 a colour dis.trbnticn map
for each species.

There are s2ctions entitled C oofents,
Preface Acknowled cements, Intredrtion, Style
and Layout of the Book. Topography [ofa bied].
Glos sary, Sy<tematic Sechon, Bibliography and
Index. There i1s no menfion of tzxonomyinthese
wtroduceory sections. The all too short secbon on
conservation in the mtrodu<tion 15 also rather
disappomtmg. It runs o less than three-quarters of
a paBe and is secy een eralised ;, 5andgy onse are not
even mentioped.

The Systematic Section comp 13sing the
species accounts, i; a large provortion of the text.
Detaaled accounts foc each species areincluded
under the headings Identfeaton. Descrmtion,
Geographra. Vanation, Measiremenss. Habitat .
Voice Habits, Breeding, Distn bution, Status and
References. The inchision of Synonyms 1s certainly
us2ful . In some cases more dis cussion of t zzon amy
would have been uszful, forexample on Red
Grouse.

At £43 the book 15 not cheap, bat 1t 15 well
worth the investment and should remain a vauable
reference book for years to come. It covers a
number of ch ansmatic and thieatened spexe s. The
text is authorirative acd the illustrations are both
accurate and a delight to bronwe though.

Carol Inskipp
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Research Reports

Soine notes on behaviour in Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus

T be knowledze of bebasiours of threaten ed species

is ericial for the mamgenance of viable populations.

Particularly, fe atures influencing these behaviours
mus.t be 1dentfied &0 develop promiaog
comservation strategies.

F rom JapmarY to August 1996 1o Fopine Natine
Reseive, Shaanxi Provimee, and from @cécber 1998
to September 1999 in Kuarkuosbul Nature
Reserve, Guizhou Prosince, China, the Golden
Pheasant Chrjxolo phus pictus , anendemic species
of pheasant & China, was studied inten sely usine
radio -tracking. We found the follbwieg note worthy
behasiowrs of the species.

1. Though breedmefromMach to July, the
Gol2en Phe asant was often obsersed to display
whilst living j pgroups dwme the wmter period
Display behaviourwas easy & obsezve m the
foraeing Eroups:. and there were usaally several
adult male s displayin e together (thou ph they miglst
Leh#ly peck e ach other some times) towa«d s ane o«
two females whlethe other adult males, femal es
and jusenile male sne aby looked om. This pattern
W asvery simil ar to the “lek™ behavioimr of grouse .
2. Radio-tracking and observation indicated that
tw- ofemna les le ft thear nests onlvy once dunng a

23 dayincabation pened. No males were found
nearby when the female incubated To our
knowledge, thi; bas not 3etbeen r ported m othec
pheasant s 10 Cbira

3. Group segregation was observed. Th s may lead
to formatio o of “icland”™ groups, though there

was no habitat fragmentation at the site. It micht be
the resclf o f rsouice partifion amo bg groups.

4. Male Golden Pheasants ofien call durine

thedaytime dvning bremding season. However, we
alse mitnessed some crowing at mieht, e g. 23h80 to

02h00.

5. We could freely touch the female onh ernest
(tmno of the 33 pests. and 1n the middk of
ocubation). The $emale didnot fly or leave s nest
when we touched ber, and 1p order to see the egas,
we bad to actnally moxz2 her from tte pes:, and then
czplace heronthe nest.

Golden Phe asant i1s a particularly goed spe cies for
behavioural studv because 1t 1s so easy & find and
cheerve. Itisespecially easy to catch forradio -
tracking wodk. In the Kuankuosina Nature Reserve,
the population dens1ty of Golden Pheasant was
estimated to be 26 birds'km’ in pamary forest and
up to 40 birds’km? m regeperating forest.
Continamg cesearch and surv ey woik 1n this area
oey generate c omparable resulés to allow detection
of long-%erm chanees m abundanc e. There 1s 2 need
¢ conhnue freldwork on thi; species, espe azlly
work on its bebamoural ecology. Therefio . anyone
nterested m thas 1e5pect should contaci-us, as Your
suggestions will be very helpful for our contipuine
work .

Thas rsearch 1s funded by the National Science
Foundation of Cbina (N0 39838038 aud No.
39500017), and 1s part of w01k funded though an
OBC Small Grant.

Iiang Wei Bspartniens of Biology, Hainar
Normal Uriversity, Harkou 371138, Haman
Province. Cliina. Email: lapzwe /aba jnen.edu cn
Zheog Guaongmei: College Qf I ife Sciences,
Beiring Normal Uriversity, Beiiing 10087 3, Chira.
Zhaong ZheoBwvang. CollsEe qof Lik Sciences.
Beyrin g Norma! University, Bedfing 100873, Chira
Din g Chaogying . Jnsaaire of Zoology, #himese
Acadmy qf Sciences, Be{iirtg 100080 Chira.
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Studies on habitat selection and home range of Reeves’s Pheasant
Syrmaticus reevesii #sing radiotracking techniques

Report on the piogress of a WPA Praject

The project entitled “Studres om habimet selection
and kowse range of Resves s Pheasant Syrmaticus
reevesi ) usingradionacking techriques’ was
endorsed by WPA Pheasant Speciahst Growp m
Januarv 2008. The following is the report of the
proeress of thas piaject in 2091.

In Dongzhai Nature Re<enve.. we expended
our study sabes fiom the cor: area of BaiYunto other
areas. 1o 2801, we conhmed to ridiotrack 7 malles.
two of whe ch were riadiotzacked last year. This means
we have two successive year:s data on thear home
ran g< and actisibes. The signals of 1adiotraasmitters.
are muc b better this year and we shll bave three birds
bem e followed.

We inwests gated habitat fragmentation in the
study area. as well as the influence ofthis on the
population d s hibution and breeding densites.
Usine ryd otracking, we also studied the dispersa.
of Reee s’s pheasant 1n different seasons. We
found that ueswotable habitad isolates indrmiduals
withns populations. In the breeding season, we
surveyed pepulation densities in the nature nserse
using count s of territonal males. In the field, we
have found a further 6nests and made detasled
obseri-ations of tbe mcubation be basiour. We also
fond 33 broods in Dongzhar nature Reserve. The
habitat of the broods was recorded. Nine blood
samples have been taken from wild birds, whrh
w1l be used for the study of @enetic: diversity of this

species.

Figure 1. Reeses’sPheasant nest and egas found n
2091.

Apart from fi eld work m Dongzha natue
Resarve, we also conducted mvest gations in
Qinling M t. The imvestgation sho wed that the
population denstty of R eexes’s pheasant was10.9
and 2 4 individeals ¥mm? m the spong of 2001 m
Yangxan County and Taibai County respectively.
We alwo studied the mlationsmp among the theee
species of eamebirds in the same areas, ep.
Reeves’s pheasant, Golden phe a; ant and Ring-
necked pheasant. The habitat used by the thee
specae’ have been compared .

Figure 2. Reeves s Pheasant habitat in Don gzbai

We bave Gmshad two paper: on thiswork. Ope
paper ‘Habitat selectons by Reeve s pheasant in
DongZbai Natuze Reserve” has been accepted and
will be pr:sent on the 23rd IOC m Beyyme2092. At
presend, three PhD dudents are working on
Reeves's Pheasant in Dongzhai Nature Resenve.
Sun Quanbu, Zhang Xiaohm and XuJiliang just
r:tmued fromthe field.
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proxiding erants for the freldwork and PSG for

en do1sing this project We thank De Peter Garson
for bas enc ouracement and be Ip dunng the project

Zhang Zhengwang. Coliege of Life Scizices,
Besing Noma! Uriversity, Betfing 100873, China




.T ragopan Number 16 19

Research on Sclater’s Monal in western Yunnan, China

WPA Profact Progress Repart: Ay to Decernber of 2001

Introduction

Thas project aims to gather data onthe distnbution
and ecology of S hiter’s Monal in weséean Y unnan .
then to implement conservation measures for the
pheasant after the study work. The project

contm ued between July and December 2001. This
report detaids the msearch work during that peried
in terms of fi eldwork davss and sites. bird density
and sex rat o, diet and faecal analysis, and
predation.

Research pr-ogiess

Field wodk days and s tes: We under todk two
period; of fieldwork. The fist field study was
camied out at Danaoz and Ernaoz m Gaoligone
Nature Reserve duriag QOctober. Due to heay Y
ranfall, wehad & end the field work eadty and plan
to arrang emon: me inthe second fie ldnork

period. Two persons spent 1 6 davs m the field for
fir ¢ survey. The second penod of fieldwork was

canoed out at the same s1es dmme Decemb er.

Density and s ex ratio : Dunng the October fiel d
period, we surveyed dong 6 transect-line=with
total length of about 12 km each day. We saw-the
mona five imes in flocks of 2.4, 4.3, and 3
mndivadvals. The prop orfon of cock s and bens was
1:1.

Diet and faecal apalysis: We observed the ph easant
eating 3 kinds of food plants not recorded inthe
dietbefore . and a:so observed the sp ecies

c oasuming an ear thnorm. We once ob sarved 3
brrds fee ding m erassland near bambo o and . zalea
for' 23 mnutes - the birds mainly usmg their bills to
pick from the ground oc turn leates over to find

fioo d. The birds rarzly used their feet to scratch the
gremd. We analYsed 34 faecal samples from field
o identify the species of pla nts eaten by thebuds
but ne have not 1dentified all the contents of the

droppings precisely yet.

Predation dsk: Indian Black Eagle Ilcriraerxs
malgensis and Hedgeon's H &% k Eaele Spi: aerus
ri Polensis were observed fixve times durme the firse
fieldwark period. Thase birds were cecorded flyne
around the feeding aea of Sclater'sM anal and
produced an alert reacton 1nthe pheasants.

Planned Activities and problems

We plan to organize two finther field teams to
undestake research 1n 2802. We will use call counts
¢ record the number of the pheasanks dunng
breeding season at different <ites in the Gao heane
Moimitzins and then compare the densitv of the bicd
n d ferept areas. Because we bad to chanee study
site since birds wer2 absent from Nazasgongfang
during the spnng fieldwoirk of 2001, wehave lost
obsarvation time 1n the field. We has-e decaded to
fix om ecology research a6 at Datane next sprine
and to r2peat the research work of spnne 2091
using a proup of 3-4 persons from March & Jime,
2092. We will also try to mprove our dent fi cation
of plant spectes from dreppings of the pheasant

Hanliansian Coriservation Brology College,
Southwest Foresey University, Bailang Temple,
Ewnming Yurnar 63824 P_R. #hina. Em ail:
hixian/@public Jom 1%.cr
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T he status and distribution of Green Peafon:l Pavo muticus in
southern Mondulkiri Province, Cambodia

Introduction
Historically, Green Peafowl Pavo peticrs was
disttibute d througbout mos: of the wicede d ] owland
ad lower halls of Cambod a, and anc et Khmer
carved it onthe temples of Angho«. Gn formmately
due to bunhng o« fo od and for tade of its tail
fe dbers 1t 1s now exttrpated from laree pats of the
c ountry . Jmpe1tant populations were recently
discovered in Mondulkio and Preah Vihear
Provmees (Setha & Bunmt 2000).

M mdulkirn Province hes in the north-east
o f Cambe<da, muc ho fit betereen 200m and 400m

eleration. It remains ore of the most forested

prosince of Cambodia.In the south of the province,

alacBe part bas been leased as alogeing conce sam
to Samling Intermational and mmch o f the remamder
15 1n Snonl Wildhfe Sanctoary. Moaduflun
Provmncee hasa lnmman population in 1998 estima ted
to be 32 487. one of the lowest human densitesin
the c o try (2 person /km®).(Piseth 2001).

QOur survey fec used mainly on the Samlmp
concession and ad)acent areas of Snoul W.S._
where there are many areas of geod habitat- such as
eve:rgreen forest, semi-everereen forzst. decidaous
dipterocarp forest, grassland, bamboo, squb and
many wefla nds - s&reams. Jakes and ponds (Walston
et al. 200]).

Objectives

T be sur<e ¥, whichwnll be continned and expanded
durang 2002 dry season, ams to:

1. ldentify ke y aas foe Green Peafo wi
consmvaton.

2 lovestipae the species habitat use and limibmp
factors.

3. Predict - the d stnbufin of Geeen Peafowl across
Mondulln, and & e stmate 1's population.

Methods

The survey was carred out between 23 M arch and
5 Apml 2€01. The surveyased Green Peafow] call
connks as the pnmary tool to investgateits
distnmbution. following the methodolo gy of Backle
et al. (1998). The calls of Green Pe afew] are very
loudandeaily heard in goed c ondihons at
distances up to about one km. The surve y was
conducéed in bremding season as in thds time males
are most veca .. Ontsde of thi; period, the bird;s ace
penerally silent.

Point coimts m-ere conduci:ed at least 2km
or more apart. The callc ounts weie usually made in
early mormme (05h30 to 07h30) and in the evening
from (16h30 to 18h30).Only aftec heavy rainwen:
Gree n Peafowl be ard calhog dvnng other bouis
(from 18h00 to the early aftermoon). Coimts were
made by two obseness. The compass bearine and
distance, tme and type of call w ere noted for exery
Gree n Peafo Wl call heanl

At the end of each observation penod we
estimated the mmbec of calling birds present Th s
was based on direction and fmime of the calls. For
example 1f two calls w ere heard fr an dfferent
compass beanng or d stances tw o birds mere
judged tobe prasent. If we heaxd calls from the
same distance and direchon we counted only ame
bird. Sighhngs of peafowl or their racks were also

e corded. separ @ely, but these were seldom made.

Results

A total of ten independent pomt counts wer: made
1nthree distnc & of soathern Mondulkio P rownince;
O Reang. Keo Sexma and Sasul. Table 1 detals the
dates. locations and major charac ten shes of each of
the survey sites and the oumb eis of peafond
e2corded. As the arailability of water in the dry
season may be a key hmmtine fackor foc peafowl
drstribuhon, ates are named by the prncipa dry
season streams (Khmer lauBuaee — O).
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Figure 1. Gieen Pesfow] survey site.
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Table 1. Green Peafewl survey nasults by site.

Surver site Date TTAL No.of Demmant Waterin | Humsn
(India T hailand birds foresthabitat | dry presence
datum) min <eason

mas

®Pure 24/3:01 0715893-1365535 ] ® | Sem: Yes Medium to

eVergreen high

Near O Pue | 25/03/01 | 0715944-1363108 2 2 Deciducus Yes Medium

dipterocarm

® Kamong 26:93/01 | 0715616-1362282 4 5 Mixed decid. Ne Low

HNear O 26:9301 | 0716634-1362128 2 ) Mixed decid. Ne Lew

Kamone

® Fhneng 278301 | 0716952-1359526 7 |8 | Deaduous Some Medium to

diotesrocarp hich

® Chhlone 28/03401 | 0717198-1358844 2 ) Eergveen Yes Medium to

high

Ceupe 2a 29 0715363-1346936 [ ] [ ] Everpreen Some. Hieb

309301

Saoul W.S. 31/03M01 | 8663806-1335917 1 2 Sem:- Yes High

evErgleen

Stenng 01- 06699981332482 S 6 | Mixed decid. Yes High

Chemeans, 02,0441

® Rola‘ge 050481 | 0717217-1359965 ) 3 | Mixed decid. Littie Low
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Paafow] nere i®corded from eight of the fen cates.
T be minimum numb errecorded duiing the survey
was 25 and the maximum was 30. The highest
numbers wwere recarded 1p deciduous d pterocarp
forast apd mex ed deciduous forzst. They were
rarely mcerded m evergreen forest Thew
distibation a so appeared to be relate d & both the
presence of permanent water and the distanc e from
human settlerent, althoush distabance le wels at
each site did not appear to sippress rumbers &
certain sifes,

Intotall 1 62 bxrd species wer2 re corded
during the sun.ey. but the only othe r threatened
galliform to berecorded was Geam:zin's Peacock
Pheasant Polypleciron gemain. Thisnas lo ally
common 1in the logged merezeen and sema-
evergreen fores: of Coupe 2a, with five recarded,
pnmanly beard. with anly tno direct sighb pas.

Discussion

This nas the first spec les-speci ¢ surse y for Green
Pefowl 10 Cambodia and there were a mmmber of
pro blem s that himited its success. The survey was
begun rather late, as by the time xf started the
calling season hadnearly finished {(accordine &
loca repaits). & was also 1mplemen ted 1n a small
area only . The sizvey period was shor : and 1t rained
everydav ., making it difficult to move betoreen sites
duning fieldwok. The number of Green Paafow']
recorded at each site is therefore not cons idered to
bereprasentative of the relative density at the site.
P ot counts could be located only wheie access
was possible, and the distance betweenr poinés was
not 3 waYs two km . doe to access c onstramts,
habitat type and nater.

However, we conclude that Jasge.
relatively undsturbe d areas of decid aous
dipterocarp and mixed forest with access to
prrmanent water ar2 e sential for G enPeafowl
This babxtat 1s also of maor impoxance to several
Ia rge mammals species. patcalady wild cattle
(Sorryuo 2401). as well as severa. erdangered large
wiaberbirds such as adjatant todks Lep toptilas sp. It
15 ther2fore a major priority for conseri/aton.
Althourh Mondolkin Province shll contams large
area of forest. 1t x heavily disturbed by resie
collecters and local people collectin g non & mber
fores t prodacts. The mos: significant the at to the
peafowl in Mondulkio is tareeted ard inciden tal
hunting by such lecal people for both domestic
consumptopr andtxade.

Recommendations

Mor 2 1ntensive and longer fie d surveys using the
point call count methodology aie planned for the
div' season of 2002. They should begin aarherin
the Year (ie. early February) to comcde betéarmiath
the mam calhog seaion . They should focus on
msurveyed areas of sutable habitat in O Reane
Dismict Snoul W.S . and Phnom Prich W S. m both
Mondulkio and Kiatle Provinces. The long-term
coms e1vation of Green Peafowl as well as other

mp artant threatened Jarge mamma s and birds. wall
mvolve the protection of large. contirnous blocks
of decaiduous dipterocarp and mixed forzs: with
andistus bed ac cass to permanent water.
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Old niisidentified record of Himnalayan Monal Lophopherus
impejanus from Adung Valley, Myaninar

Himaliryan monal Lo phophorus imp gjanus Latham m a specamen takenm 1969 from Hpymgae Pass
1790, 15 a mide rneng species occumas d laong Q7°30'N 96°48 E), along the Indo-M yan mar

tte Himakh yan Range from eas=m Afehanistan in torder (Y 1970) Here 1 repoit on two skins of
the west through Pakastan, India, Nepa:, Bbutan, Himailayan monal collected much earlier. 10 1931
SoutheastT et ko Myanmarinthe east (Al & from Adung val ley 10 Myan mar dose to tie
Riplev 1983: Johnsgard 1986 Mc Gowan & Garson Chinese border (see Fie. 1), the se skins were
1995); and now further uast in Yune an. China. The angnally mesidentified as Sclater's monal
alyrecord of the spez e 10 Myan mar was based Lophophorus sclateri.

Figurel. Map shonme HimilaYan monal sites in Mvanmai-.

MYANMAR

1o 200). mntefe examinmg mooal skins & The The two skans were collected frem the Admg
National Museum of Natural Historyr (NMINH), vallzy. north-east Bnma by Wad-CGranbrook
Washnglon D.C and & The Matural History duing Captain Kingdon Ward's 193 1 expediton to
Musezm (NHM), Tring. UK. [ came across two the sowuces of the Izawaddy (Kxomear 1934).
fermale monal skins 1abelled Sclaier 's mona | (one Though labelfed Sclater's monal, the tail coloration
skin was loaned to tte NMINH from the Field of the skins (dak brown. baed with 1ufous ad

Musewrn of Natural Hisory (FMNH ), C hic age ). tipped with white) appeared
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likein Himala yan monal, On examination of other
body part ce lorations and on compari;ons with
juvenile and immature skins of Himalay an and
Sclater s mooal,, the skins strongly matched with the
former. See Table ] for farthesr analyzis on plumage
coloration of the monal skms.

The NHM skinwas obser ved to be bigger than the
FMNH skin. Many pnmary wing feathers and
rechices were not full vgrown Information m the
skin Jabel s indr ates that beth birds were c ollected
at the same time and at the same locality. See

NBM BM¥H), Toog, U.K. (1932-12-10-82): 19
Aungust 1931 from Adun: valley, Nath-East
Buima - 232N 97°43°E_Alatude 13,000t Leid
Cranbrook . (153). Bill - dar k olive brown: Feet -
yellow black: Iris - brown; Skin around eye - blue.

FMXNH, Cbicago (97920): 19 Augus 1931 from
Adung valley, Nocth -East Buma-23° 28N
97°43°E. Altitude 13,080 £t Ward-C ranbroek.
(134).Bill - datk obre brown: Feet - yellowblack;
Irss - brow: Skin around eye - blue.

d e¢tails below:

Table 1. Anadlysis of plumagec oleration of the monal skins from Adung valley, Myanmar in comparis an with juvemle and
immature H:imalayan and Sclater’s monal (The bodypars shown in the ta bk were used ai only inthese mere distinct
d.fferen:es obseived).

a daik shaft streak.

a dark daft sireak.

Bedy part Hom al ay'an Monal Ward-C'canbroek'sMenal Selater’s Meonal
shans
Rec tces Dark brown, barred with rufous Dadk brown. bared with rafous Brownish black, with narr’ow white
and withnarrow white tip and mithnarrow white tip wavy bars. pae cinnamon or rufous
laterall mo tthog beta~zen the white
bar.. Broad v izz2d with white.
Rump Upper nump pale Genamon with | Upper nmmp paie cinoamon with | Greyish white background with a
faint brown wavymarkangs. In faint brown wasv maikings. pa e cream wmash, nith dark brevm
older brrds the brown madong Tomards the upper tail covers wavy madone bordering the
become darker and 1s V-shaped. |iump 15wale cuomarmen with dadk | %erminal end .
Towards theupper tail coveits bronm i7regulbsr bars, and with
nmp 1s pale cinnamon with dadk | dishne t shaft shrea k.
brown irregular bar:. and with
distapc t oba ft streak.
Upper ta1l Smular to lower rump but Siumelar &0 Jower rump baf Smmila rto tal Bromnish black wath
coverts broadly tipped with white. broally tipped with white. thin way nhite b ars, and tipped
with nbite.
Wing : Brownish black with number of | Browmsh black with pumber of | Browmish black wih thm irregular
Secondares 1rregualar rufous crossibars rrregilarr ufous crossbars stnpes of pale rufous and heavy
mottlize.
Breast & wpper | Pale 6o dark trowm wnith a wide Pa e to dak browu with a mide Pale trown or grey.sh brown
belly central area of pale buffsplit by cenhal area of pale buff sphit by | backgzround. with dark br ewn wnavy

patterns. Im adult the dadk wa vy
patternc ewve place &0 fine madungs

Ward-Cranbrook’ s mesidentific abon of the

Himalayan monal skms as Sclater’s monal 1s
Pnmanly due to the fact that the fermer was not
kno wn to eccur as far e ast as Myaamar at that time .
Moreoner, thev also reported sighting Sclater's

monal at the site frem where the tad juvenile
monal were collected (Kinnear 193 4). Himalayan

monal at that tme was known to oc cur only tll
Bhutan and m the adjoining
parts of Aruacbal Pradesh
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(then &ssam) in India. wher it meets Schter's
monal In 194647 Frank Ludlow, dunng a bird
collection P in Kongbo and Pome; Southeast
T ibet , obtained H malayan monal there (L udlow
1951), whic h te des cabes as:

“The diswver) of $he Impeyan Pheasant
as figr east as Jrubkinig caused me no little
swr ise, and I wa s almost equally
astonished (0 )%1d Schter s Monal at th e
same altiede and i the same valle:
Being petfiecth good species, ef course.
thers is no reason why they shouldrat be
found together. solll I hardl)y expedated this

to oaccur.”

T be records of Himala yan monal from A dune
valley andin Y unnan. China suggests that the
species occurs firther east from its earlier known
ste and well into the Selater’s moaal range.
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The status and degree of hybridisation of Red Junglefow! on three
islands — a com mnent

Iniroduction

There 15 good ev.dence that the sed jungle fowl,
Gallus gallus, (here dfter. jungle fawl). 1; the sole
ancestor of the domest c fowl, Gallus gallus
domestrcus (Fumihito et a .. 1994; Fuomhafo et al
1996). D omesbcation of jungle fowl stll occus
and throughout their native range thev coe xast math
domestic fowl (Bump & Bohl 1961): Due to theic
promic uou; nafure, hvbiidication frequentlyoccuis
between dome:itic and jungle fowl, resalteg:n

fer tle boybods and thereis now increasing concern
about the genetsc integrity of wild populations of
Jungle fow] (Bump & Bohl 1961: Collias &
Saichmae 1967). Indeed, it has been suegested that
the ancesral m1ld type jungle fowl has been Jost
and that wnld populatons found today are all
hybrdised éo some extent vath domestic bizeds
(Biisbm 1996; Siegel et al 1992).

The objectives ofthis projectm-ere to: 1)
de fermine the abimdance of jungle fowl an thee
1slands, K aua1 (Haw 2m), Rarotonga (C ook Islands)
and Pulau Ub:n (Singa pore) ; 2) assess the exkot of
h3bridisat oo betaeen jungie fowl and domestic
fowl usin emophologica. features, and 3) idenh fy a
potentiallloc ation for i p-depth behasioura . research
on jungle fonl The study cons:sted oftno sapacae
expeditions to three different island populations of
jungle fonl

Study areas

The firse survey wascamed out :n August 2000 m
Kokee State park on the1sland of Kaua (22°13' -
22°14N;159°4®¥ - 159*41'W). Thepars bas an
ar22 of 22 km®. T he second survey was conduc ted
i August and September 2009 on the idand of
Rarotonga (21°10' -21°12S; 159°43’ - 159°49° W),
which has an area of 68 km’. Kauai and Rarotonga
are oubaide the nabive 1ange of jungle fowl and it 13
beheved that the jungle fow]l wer: infroduced &
both 15]ands around 3000 year i ago by the
Polynesians (Ball 1933: AL & Riplev 1981). The
Polynesiaps ac qured jungle fowl from Ma a3 ~ia
and eastern India for the purposes offeod, sacnfice
and entertainment m the form of cock fighhng (Ball
1933).In the 13th Century domestic fow] were allso
introduced to both iclands with the awrrv-al of
Ewropeans (Ball19233)_ The thard sinv-ey was
conduct -ed in December 2001 on the 15]and of Pulaa
Ubin (1°24' - 1°26'N; 183°37' - 1€3* 59'E), which
has anarea of 12 km’. This is on the south-aastern

edgeofthe native ringe of junelefowl and 1t 15
belie ved that junele fowl reached the icland from
Peninsular Malaysia by fljing over the Fahor Straits
(S. Rajaflura Pers.comm.).

Methods

Two methed s were used on the islands to stady
Jupgle fowl: 1) transects, and 2 )béhazaoural
observahons to evalude dominance hierarchies,
sexnal activi ty and scnal st wtare . Footpaths
»roxided roukes through the othermise dense jungle
on all 151ands. Where jungle fowl were heard
callmp or seen, the tme , esttmated location and
number of brrds was recorded. A deserniptian of all
bicds was made on Kauai and Rawtoneaandon
Pulau Ubio the birds were filmed.. On all 15lands
tape recordings n'er taken of crowmp males. On
Kaual suanse was at #6h30 and sunset at18hi5.
Transects nece carried out between 86b35 and
12h33 and behazaoural obsmv-ahons were made
betax:en 15h43 and 15h00 arovmd Kokee Naturall
History Museum where a population of fow] reside .

On Rarotenga sunnse was al: 06h30 and
suns:t at 18b30. Transec & nere conducted between
07h00 and 11h30. After locatme a site where jungle
fowl congregated. bebavioural ob servations were
canied out between 07b80 and 18h10. On Pulau
Ubiosumise was at 7hl 5 and sunset at 19h20.
Treansects were conduct ed between 6988 and
13h90. Between 14h€80 and 19h1 5 atéempts were
madeto locate and obsarve bicds.

The genetic punty ofjungle fo nl was
axessed on the basis of the following phe notypic
features: honzontal camaee of the tal: absance of
comb :n females; crowing shorec and hagher
piiched than domestx fowl; sate grey legs. andth e
plumage (Delacour 1977). The followme
description of plurnape was used and anY desiation
from thas was considered a 51 gn of hybnidis ation..

M ales adomed with 3 12d comb and wattie,
elongated refousoranee and eolden yellow hackles
across nape and mantle, blackish-bremnundez paus,
crimson band across back, rufous secondares and
long greemis h-black, sickle-shaped tail. Females
bave a ‘shanl’ of elongated (edeed golden-buff.
black-centred) feathers actoss nape and man tle, and
2 naked eddis b face. Rest of Upperpaits ate
wnfous-bronu. finely vermaculated with black . and
Underpests are rufous-bionn stre aked with buff
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(del Hoyoetal.1994).

Results

1) Kauar

Six dfferent transec ts were conducted within
Kokee State Park tota ling 28 km. Ceowiog was

he ard 14 imes and was edistioguishab le from that
of domestic fowl Twomales and one female wem
seen on separate occasion; and all showed a80s of
hybndisation. Around Kokee musewm a populstion
of about 38 fowl were obserxed. All but tw» of
these biurds displased mdications of babndisation
and many appeared the same as a number of
domestic breeds. Ouatside of the padk many
domestc fowl were seen both fiee rangine ad
beingkept bypeople .

) Rarotnnga

Sixdifferent trails were surveyed covenog a total
of 38 km. Aroymd the edge of the sland, wher-e all
kiuan actvity was based, many & wl (c.130) were
seen free rangieg nearsmall dwellings. on
agncultural land and in fruit plantbtions. The
mepholo gy of these birds was baghly vaniable with
plumage rangicg from that typica. ofjungie fowl to
that charac'enistc ofdomestc breeds such as white
l2ghoms. These fow] wereusaally seen 1n grovipe of
about five males and ten famoales . Ma es were
frequently hear d croviing and when stailed the
whole Eroup mould often elicit the alarm call for
teaestrial predators (Callas 1987). Townads the
centre ofthe island the teirain beco mes
meuprf2anous reaching apeak of 653 mand 1s
devoid of se ttlerre nts. When conduchn ethe
transects that pere hated the ntenor . beyond the
mner island road, 11 different bouts of cowine
wen2 heard and nine fow] were seen of which four
were males and fize were females (Table 1).
Albhourph the morpholo gyo f these birds was closec
% jungl: fowl an d less variable than those seen
armmd the edgeof the 1sland. there were shll

nd .catoe s of hvbndisaton . Foi example. two
males bad vellow lees and all Serle s had combs.
Futhermore al | fowl displayed apright carnag e of
tails and all croming was indisbnguishable from
that o f domesnic fowl

Ninet y-six hours of be hawvioural

observations were carried ot in the oran8e
orchards below the T alahumu Conservation Area

(FCA) whece a population of fowl c ald be
watched c onhmuously. This population consisted of
around 3@ birds and had askewed sex mtio of
about theee females to each male. Of the malas seen
contmuowsly (o= 12) four sho wed d efimite signs of
bvbodisaton. The proportion of femalzs that were
hobods was estimated éo be aroumdbaif. From the
birds th at had phrmaee consistent wath jungle fowl
1t was exvident that at leasttwo sabspecies of jmel:
#wl may have bee nintroduced. A mimber of
1ndriiduals had white earspots typical of Gallus
gallus gallas whereas the otheas had red e ar spets
characienstic of the other four subsperies (G. g
murgi. G.g.spadiceus, G.g Jaboulller, Gg.
bankio) (AL & Riplev 1981). Tha s 1s consiséent
withthe esidence prasensed by Ball (1 933)
suggestng that these fowl weaze jotroduced from

eas tem India (whete G. g, p1uv g occur) and
Malaysia (whee G.g.gallus eccur)

3) Pulau Uhin

The majorty of heman activity i1s based 1n the
central-south area of the 1sland and her e many
(c.109) domestic fowl were being kept bty lecal
people. Beyond these settlaments 76 kmof bansect
was surveyed. on which 33 boutsoe fenowing beard
and 16 diffe rent 2o ups were located. A total of 16
maks and 26 emales was seen, o fniuch one male
(6%) and one female (4% ) were considered

bob ods, The two hybnds were seen on two
occasions in the same place near a small-holding.
The morpholggy of the other 40 biurds was highly
consrtent and met the caterza for nild type jungle
fowl, with all mdisidmals bavine slate ey lea@s,
bhonaental camaee of the tail, no plumage defects
and white ear patches suegestng they nere of the
subspecies G. g. gallus . Furthermon: all females
lacked combs and the crowing of jmele fowl was
distinct from that of domestic fowl being higher
pikched and abbresiated. As these brds were
extremely secretave it was only possible to obserte
them for a total of 11 minats and film them for 5

men utes .
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Table 1. Occurresc e of jungle fonl and the extent of hybridisation or six transects on Rarotonga

Treail Crowing Sightings Signs of Hybndisation
{bouts) Individwalls Dist from (¢1-indixiduals)
houses (km) Yellow leEs  Plumaee defects
Maungtea Bluff Trail 6 1 2 0 |
Raemaru Trail ¢ ]
Axana Steam Trail 0 [
Takitumu Consersation 4 ]
Area Trail
Cross Island track 1 B8 25 23 125
Inmer Island Read 20+ iB 9.2 83 72
Discussion bybrd ind x1dualls are likely to be e lmmna ted

Jungle fowl ard domestic fowl wer 2 commeon on all
1slands On Kanai 96% of all the fowl observed
nere either pherot ypicdly armlar to domest e
breeds or showed some mdication of hybridisation .
Local natural hiicionians mentioped that 1f domesnic
fow] were no longecwanted the owners nould jast
release them 1nto the wild. Furthesmenz, people
sometime < purposely r2lease domestic fowl with the
am of epharring the natural populab @ of fomi.

On Raretonga hybndisation was extensive,
althourh not & the degzee observed or KauarL
There app2a:ed ¢ be a ezadient with interbre eding
occurring fre quently around the ed:z e of the 151 and
where people kept domestc fowl, but 1n more
remote areas furtberinland hybrids wwere e
common. I was informed by a local woman that
amund 28 years ago alaree oumber of domestic
fowl escaped from a batterv farm whech has led to
a gieat amomt of interbreeding with the wild
populabop. Furthermore. the domestic fowl 1
observedner a waks free raneing and with oo
predators on the 25sland there 1s nothing to s op these
brrds fro m becoming feial and hybnidisin g,

lo contras:, on Pulau Giom ther: appeared
to be extremely little hybridisation. Nmety five
percent of the jangle fowl seen met all the
moipboloecal aiteria for mald type himgle fowl. 1
believe thathybrid. st on i< kept to aminimam b y:
1) most lecals restnicting the movements of their
domestic fowl throueh fencing. and 2) the
e limization of bybr ds by predators and hunhng.
Astifrial selechon 15 hkely ¢ have favoned
ind s1duals that were not sressed by human
presence as these buds were probablymon:
preductve and easiecto keep. Domestic fow] mary
therefor: have been indirectly selected to be kss
war y of predator : includme bumaas, ad hence

through natural selecbon . On Pulau [ Jbir pntenhal
predators mehbide leopad cats, Pnonalluws

ben galenws, and reticulated pythons. Python
naticulatas, which are likely to $eedon fowl. In
conclusion. the jungle fond on Pulau UJbin appear
to bave mnimal gene intogression from domeshc
fow] and I fer] maasures should be taken to ensure
that this, perhap s unique, population 1emaips free
fr an hybodisation.
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Report on radio tracking of western tragopan in the Great
Himalayan National Park, I'ndia

The Western Tragopan Tragopan mélarocapbalu s
15 one among the poorly studied thre atened
pheasants of the wodd. The elobal stabis of the
population 15 priecanously low (<3800 individuals)
and seems that thev b ave about only 2080-3800
km’ fer suriva. in the enfire dishibuton mnge
(Gason o a/ 1983; Brrdlafe Inéereatn nal 2841).
Conservaton mifiatne s have often been

handx apped byinadequate scientific suppert on the
ecology of the species The dearth o f knowledee 1s
such that, prio r#o two 1ndependent studies just
completed in Ipdia (Ramesh et af. 1999, Khan et al.
2040), the a1x mondhs stedy by Islam (1985) 10
Pakistan was the only mtensive efibr: to studythe
ecolo gy of the species. Perbaps its eluave
behavioar and low density have resolted m highly
variable and poor sighfiog records, which himt
conclusiv e inferences on 1ifs ecology. In otder to
counséer such problem and also %0 obtain home
ranee estmate fer Wes:prn tapopan, we inrfisted a
study 1n Great Hinal avan National Park (GHNP),
India with 1 ad1o te lem ey as the pamary sampling
protocol.

Attern phs w ere made o frap the birds
dunng spring (Apri!— lune) 1999 in Tirthan valky
of GHNP using two typ s of bceally made ttaps vis,,
‘Fall ner’ (n=6) and “Leg-hold noose '(n=9)_A
total of 12 localities were chosen fer frapping and
fraps were placed 10 prenviously 1denkified ate s such
as water hole s, roost sites and da b move ment
&ea. and were monatored peniodically. Also, on
Jocating orbearmg the bird the frap s mere set at
200 m abeve the bird and the bird was chased

tonards the netby 3 — 4 persons fermme
semicoce. A total of 256 man-day: (4 persans x 64
days 10 thre e months) were spent ttappm g in the

a tvtudinal range between 2600m and 3000 m, where
w-e bad @axioum sightings of fragopans deing the
p = : three yeari of fieldwozk as partof a larger
proect carcied out by Wildlife Instifote o f lnd a.
Considenng the mmber of ttaps and the amountof
time spent each day, the total tap howrs amounfed
to 6694 during the tapping exercse, contributed by
3924 nethours and 2767 noose hours.

On 14 May 1999. 3 female Western
ttagopan was tapped ina leg-hold noose placed m
anullah within mived broadleaf and conmifer forast
above Grahani thach. The bud was firked with a
nd: o transmitier using smndard Biotrack necklace
type collar weighing abouat 58g, which had the
potential life span of minanum 12 months, The bud
was.radio-fracked (using thie'e el ement Yam
ante nna and Maneer 57 Biotag receiver Juntl
November 1999 covering both suawner (May-—
September) and mamann (@ctober and November)
seasons, after which there was o aagnd obtained
pedhaps due to fransma tter fahure or the nido
tagged bird had been taken by a predator. A total of
72 radiolecations repri=enhng sammer (51
locations) and autumn (21 lo: afions) seasons were
obtained and the home 1anee was esbmate d ba sed
on 100% Minimsm Convex
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Polyg an (MCP) method usingthe arc/uew
softnare.

The home 1ange of the femaie trtagopan for
the entire stidy period was eshmated to be 31 .6 ha,
and for siummer and winfer, the home ranges wee
20.5baand 4.7 ha respectively. The bird was found
to move 1o the elevatonrange 2334 - 2710m in
summer and 2440 - 2538m m aubmmn. In both the
seasons, the bird was using broad le af d oman ated
forests (Fig.1). wmith @~derate leve | of canopy cover
and shrub density. If used area; with bigh free
density (3.4 £ 12/ plot. o = 9) and sheub denaty
8.7+ 1.5 /plot n=9). The dominant shi wo
species 10 the home range area was montane
bamboo (Zhansnocalamus spa.thifiorns).

Despife our mndensne effork to 1adiotag a
mnimnm of 6indwviduals, our frap saccess was
Jimited ¢¢ just one bird The time seleclion and
mexperience could pesably have contnbuted to
Jow trap succes:z. R mas a great challenge to trap
the birds durme the breeding seas on when they
were largely secret 1ve and bad dispersed m wide
areas. Local ttappers, who claimed to have happed
the birds in earlier days. mese of the samevew ad
w ere unambi guously pessimistc on tiap success 10
this season . Nonetheles s wen ere cerainly
conuinced that with tke experience pained, the trap
success can be increased if attempted 1nwmter as
the birds are then c oncentrated 1n Jower e le vabon
a12as and perhap s baiing can also aftract the birds
fo the traps dwz & resowce eninch 1n tha s season.
Future study with adequate oymber of 13dio tagge d
brrd would not coly belp to armise at decisave
wfererc e on the home range and hahtat prefieience
of the speci es, but might also reveal other
1nterestine factson its ecology and soxal
behavioar. The collec trve empirc al d ata obfained
frem recent studies. past suneys and through
tel emetr y study would gre atly benefit cons ervation
of the speaies
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Figure 1. Vegetaion types and elevation used by the radio-tagged
Western ragopan during summeer (upper large polygon) and auturm
(lower small polygon) seasons in GHNP (May — November 1999).
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Habitat associations of Grey Junglefowl! Gallus sonneratii in the
Western Ghats: A PhD synopsis

Intreduction and aims

The Grev ingle fow] Galfus sorsseratii 1s a near-
threatened spec &s.wach has a fraemented global
ranee and is endemic tolndia (Fuller & Garson
2040). Its distribution 1s confire d to peniesalar
India and extends 1p to Mount Abu insouthern

R gasthan mn the North . @caanng from sea level to
around 1,500 m, the species inhabifs evergreen
forest as mell as scrub. bambeo, teak and mixed
forests (J chns gard1986). Although the species bas
received profection through the Pro éected Area
Network , and 15 mc luzon m Schedule JV of the
Indian Wildli$ (P otection) Act, 1972, the
manazement of the species 1s sfill constrained by a
pauaty of scie nhific knowledge. It needsoo
further emphasis tha such scientific information 1s
crucal for 115 Jon e-term consenation. In ao attempt
to bridee some o fthe gaps 10 knowledee. the
present PhD stud y was conducted m TheasFores:
Dizision, Meghamslai, Westeam Ghats, Tanminadi.
Thbe stndy bad the following objectives:

® Todescribe the habitat available to Grev
Jymglefow] withmn the Theni Forest Division.

* To document habitat use and relative habitat
piefarence duning the breedme and non-
breeding seasops.

* To study the role of mcrohabitat oo Grev
Jymglefowl d stnbution and abund ance:

Study aseas and metheds
Two mtensive study areas vis., Gudalar 23 km?)
and Meghamalai (82 kmz) Ranees wee chosen
wifhae the Thens Forzs: Division (723 kmr) loc ated
at9°31°to 10°1@'HN, 77730" &0 77°40 'E » Them
Distict, Tamalnadii. Based on the pilot shavey, the
infen;ive shidy area was selected and ‘emdded .
Vegetation structare and composibonwas stndied
vsing the Releve method of Mueller-Dombors &
Ellenberg (1 967) and Kershaw (1973) . Plant
commuamity clas sific ahon was performed wing
TWINSPAN ( Two WaY Indicator Species
Apalyas) Softnare.

Based on this classafication, 30 transecls
(each I kom in len gth) coverme df ferenthabitat
types wer e sampled once 10 a mon th: The dif§erent
habitat types that we:e covared we:e (1) Soanthem
Deaduous Scsub Forest (SDSF) [4 fransects], (11)

Soothern D1y Mixed Deciduous Fores: (SDMDEB)
[6 ttansects). G11) Southern MoistMixed Decidious
Forest (SMMDF) [10 transects]. (iv) Miscellaneous
+ Plantation ferest IWMISC+PL) [7 b.ansects] and (v)
Soathern Sub -Tropica. Hill Fores: (SSTHF) [3
transects ]. For'every GreY Jungefowl sighting on
te transect data oo number, perpendxcula r
distance and s2x were record ed.

The habitat type and mierohabitat
vanables used by Grey Junglebw] nererecorded
for all sightings obtained alone the ttansecés. For
thas purpose.. bird fecal plots (18m x 10m) wee
laid out to qua atsfy variables such as campy cover
(%) and tree numbers ( N). Wifie these bird focal
plots. subquadrats (5m x 5m) nere laid out to
quanhfy sheub cover (%) followed by laving of
even smaller quadrats (1m x Im) to estmate the
grass coser (%@, htter cover (%), and litter depth
(cm). Similarly, the 2rvalability of mx roh aitat
v ariables 2. ong transects were quant fied in 1 Om®
plots placed at 100m wfervall alane all tansects. Ap
availability -salization approach (*teu ezal .1974)
for habitat use nas adopted for the analysc using
the 'PREFER’ Softwar ( Pvas al & Gupta 1993).

Results

Junglefeowl abund ance
A otal of 88 Grey Junzlefow] sightin g5 were
obtamred diriag the entire study period. Ofthese,
ther e was onlv one sighting 10 SSTHF so this
habitat type was not censidered fe1 farthes anabysas.
The oxnzrall density esttmate for Grey June lefowl 10
the stody a-ea was 119 birds’km2(93% CI=80 -
18.0). The density eshmates tanged from 2.8/ k™
(95% C1=054 - 14 2) in SSTHF & 34 9/km?
(95% C1=184-664) 10 SDSE

The Grey Junelefow] sehtingssanied
sigmfic antly aaoss seasons and habitats (xz =144
df=3, p < 0.05). Howexer, ther e were no
siemificant d ffe renc es 1n Grey jungiefowl sightings
i d.ffeeot habitats in the pestmoos oon sexon (X 2
=4 52 & =3.p>003) and monsoon season o=
22, &=3 p> 0.03).

Habitat use

The Avalability Lrhhizatto b analys s showed that
Juo glefiow] weed SMMDF habitat more than s
avatlability (preferred) and
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used MISC+PL las< than i awailability (avoided).
T be habitats SDSF and SDMDF were used 1n
proportion & avai:lability. In summer, SMMDF wias
used man2 than 1ts availability and SDMDF was
used o6 than its availability. The nimaimn g
habitats were used inproportion o thear

avaz lability. Dunin e the premonsoon season,
DMDF was used less thanits availabilty and
other habitaés were used 1n proportion to their
aallability.

Acros seasons, the Grey Jim ekfow]
tended to ase moderate sheub cover (41 - 60%0). Jow
grass coer @1 -40%). low Litter cover @1 - 48%).
with hiphec iter depth (> Sem). Although the
species use<low canopycover and areas with low
free pumbers, it appear s that canop ycover and tree
number does not have any diect nflurnce on
juwelefow] habit# use.

Ivlev's Index of Selectvity rmveaed that
except $oc SDMDF. the junglefow] seems to prefer
the hiphe ¢ cate gory- of shrab cover (> 41%) and
Jow levels of grasscover (< 40%) in all the habitat
types. In SDMDPF, low levels of litter cover (<
40%) andbigher levels of litter depth (> 3em)
werz used In MISC+PL . low httec cover (< 40%)
and higher litter depth (> Scm) were prefe red.

Habitat use across seasons

Grey Jungle fowl aightnes in different habitats did
not 1ary sagnifr antly ip the be2eding and non-
breeding seasons (2 =286 ¥ =4p > 0.03).
Homever. they did appearto :yvoid bagh amourts of
canopy cover (& 41%). In both seasons. unglefo wl
avoirded hagh levels of shrub cover (> 41%). In the
breedine season, low amounts of grass (< 40%) and

hitter cover (< 40%) were prefaszed but 1n non-
breedmg season. hagh levels of grass cover (= 41%)
ner preferred . In the breeding and non breeding
seasons alike, hiph levels ofliiter de pth(> Sem)
were preferred by junglefo wl

Breeding habitat

Dunng the study peiiod, 12 sichtings of hens with
chacks ssece obtamed in four diffarect habit as:
SDSF (»=2), SDMDF @ = 1), SMMDF {:1=4)
and MISC-PL (a = ). Hens with chicks as2d
aeas where mean percentage s of microbabit at
vanzbles wer2 32 5% 5.4 for canopycover, 442 %
4.7 for sbrub cover, 33 72 for grasscovrar. 3.3 %
1.3 for tree numbers, 397+ 13 .3 for' littercover,
and 272 1 4 bter depth.

Conclusion

From this study. it appears that choice of habitat by
Grey Jum glefowl depend s lar eely on the

wters persion of moderate sheub cover (41- 60%
bagher htter cover (> 41%). high hiter depth & 3
cm) and low grass cover (< 48%).W hale <hrab
cover may offer prokction from predators (escape
cover). the hitter and grass or herb covel prozide
wvertebrate $ood 1tems. This informaton along
with fo od habit stad es, 1 fc:arried out 10 frnare, will
be of significanf use for Grey Jum elefo wl

consesrvation and management.

C. Subramanium. Division of Wildlife Bioio.
o AVCollsgs (Autronomas ), Marnampandal.
Mayrladunerai 609 305. Tami!l Nadu, India
Email: mahkcha@ ediffmail com
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