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I am proud to present this first annual report of the Robert B. Daugherty Water for Food Institute 
describing our initial activities and accomplishments during  2012 and 2013. Although our work 
is just beginning, we’re proud of all we’ve accomplished in this short period to begin to address 
one of the 21st Century’s most urgent challenges: ensuring global food security in the face of a 
changing climate and increasing competition for scarce water resources.  

Located in one of the world’s major food-producing regions and in a state known for technological 
and institutional innovation, the University of Nebraska has a 144-year history of leadership in 
agriculture and the management of water. The work described in this report has been carried out 
by affiliated faculty of the University of Nebraska campuses – at Lincoln (UNL), Omaha (UNO), 

Kearney (UNK), and the Medical Center (UNMC). We also work with and through the Nebraska Water Center, which has a long 
record of engagement with the people of Nebraska and is now an integral part of DWFI. My colleagues and I are grateful to our 
affiliated faculty members and strategic partners for sharing our vision of a water and food secure world, and for working with us  
to build bridges across diverse disciplines and communities.

I would like to pay a special tribute to the leadership of the University of Nebraska, especially the President and his senior colleagues, 
for their vision for the institute and their extraordinary leadership in turning this vision into reality. I also wish to acknowledge  
with thanks the very generous financial support of the Robert B. Daugherty Charitable Foundation and other donor organizations 
that have contributed to our work, without which all the work described in this report would not have been possible.  

Letter from the Director

Roberto Lenton
Founding Executive Director
Robert B. Daugherty Water for Food Institute at the University of Nebraska
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Working to Ensure a Water and Food Secure World

The Robert B. Daugherty Water for Food Institute was founded in 2010 to address  

the global challenge of achieving food security with less pressure on water resources 

through improved management of water in agricultural and food systems. We are  

committed to ensuring a water and food secure world without compromising the  

use of water for other human and environmental needs.

Our approach is to extend the University of Nebraska’s expertise through strong  

partnerships with other universities and public and private sector organizations.  

Together we are developing research, education and engagement programs in a focused  

effort to increase food security while ensuring the sustainability of water resources  

and agricultural systems. We work locally and internationally, bridging the water and  

agriculture communities and the worlds of small- and large-holder farmers to deliver  

innovative solutions to this complex global challenge.
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