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reward for services done in one of the two last wars. The Set-
tlement and pre-emption rights arise from occupation. Every
man who, before March, 1780, had remained in the country
one year, or raised a crop of corn, was allowed to have a set-
tlement of four hundred acres, and a pre-emption adjoining it
of one thousand acres. Every man who had only built a cab-
bin, or made any improvement by himself or others, was en-
titled to a pre-emption of one thousand acres where such im-
provement was made.

In March, 1780, the settlement and pre-emption rights
ceased, and treasury warrants were afterwards issued, autho-
rizing their possessor to locate the quantity of land mentioned
in them, wherever it could be found vacant in Virginia.

The mode of procedure in these affairs may be instruc-
tive to the reader. After the entry is made in the land-office,
there being one in each county, the person making the en-
try takes out a copy of the location, and proceeds to survey
when he pleases. The plot and certificate of such survey must
be returned to the office within three months after the survey
is made, there to be recorded; and a copy of the record must
be taken out in twelve months, after the return of the sur-
vey, and produced to the assistant register of the land-office
in Kentucke, where it must lie six months, that prior locators
may have time and opportunity to enter a caveat, and prove
their better right. If no caveat is entered in that time, the plot
and certificate are sent to the land-office at Richmond, in Vir-
ginia, and three months more are allowed to have the patent
returned to the owner.

The validity of the right of Virginia to this extensive west-
ern territory has been disputed by some, but without reason.
The western boundary of that state, by charter, restricted by



