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munity colleges and UNL. Students reap‘the benefits of expe-
riencing two different academic environments and save money
by spending the first two years of their college education at a
community college. Community colleges have a new program
to offer, and UNL benefits because the community colleges
have the facilities to provide hands-on learning.

Skilled and technical sciences, also called “industrial

technology,” is much more than nailing two-by-fours or
tearing an engine apart. It is work-based learning with an
emphasis on science, technology, engineering and math.

I t’s not your father’s shop class. The program can be a win-win-win for the students, the com-
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Communication is designed to help fill that need. In this
program, students attend a community college for their first
two years, getting their technical education and an associate’s
degree. Then they attend UNL for two years to learn the

skilled and technical
sciences program in
their school, said Eric Knoll, ALEC assistant professor of practice.

“It gives students an opportunity to explore careers, and it may
help them decide at an earlier age their future career;” he added.

teaching component. They receive from UNL a bachelor’s of “Many students from rural areas want to return to their com-
science degree in agricultural education, as well as a profes- munity after college. This program could provide an oppor-
sional endorsement and certification to teach skilled and tunity for them to move back home,” said Mark Balschweid,
technical sciences. ALEC department head.
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