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For information about Documentary Editing or to address editorial matters, 
contact the editor, J. Kent Calder, at kent.calder@asu.edu, or Documentary 
Editing, Department of History, Arizona State University, PO Box 874302, 
Tempe, AZ 85287-4302. 

Submit copies of new editions for review to the book review editor, David E. 
Spiech, at dspiech@iupui.edu or Documentary Editing, Institute for American 
Thought, Education, and Social Work, Building 0010, 902 West New York 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202-5197. 

Please direct inquiries regarding back issues and general information on the 
journal to the secretary of ADE, Lisa Francavilla at lfrancavilla@monticello.org 
or Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series, Thomas Jefferson Foundation, 
Inc., PO Box 316 Charlottesville, VA 22902, (434) 984-7525.

All submissions to Documentary Editing should be submitted electronically on 
disk or as an e-mail attachment, in a double-spaced WordPerfect or Microsoft 
Word document. If photographs, diagrams, or holographs accompany the 
document, please include each in a file separate from the text or send them as 
individual e-mail attachments. Scanned images must be in TIFF or JPEG format 
at 300dpi or higher resolution. Any images submitted must contain all copyright 
information and captions. Authors are also required to obtain permission to print 
such images in Documentary Editing and to send those permissions to the editor 
before publication. 

Documentary Editing (ISSN 0196-7134) is published by the Association for 
Documentary Editing (ADE) and is provided free to all members. Membership 
categories are Annual, $35; Sustaining, $70; Patron, $100; Canadian/Overseas, 
$50; Student, $15; and Retired, $15. Institutional subscription rates are 
Annual, $25; Two years, $48; and Three years, $70. Single copies (including back 
issues, most of which are available) are $3 for members and $5 for nonmembers. 
Periodicals postage paid at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes and all questions concerning subscription to the journal to the 
secretary of ADE, Lisa Francavilla at lfrancavilla@monticello.org or Papers of 
Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series, Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Inc., PO 
Box 316 Charlottesville, VA 22902, (434) 984-7525.

Design by Seungeun Kim and Mookesh Patel
Department of Visual Communication Design, Arizona State University

© 2008 The Association for Documentary Editing
Printed in U.S.A.
All rights reserved

Member of the Conference of Historical Journals
Printed by Metagraphix, New Berlin, Wisconsin



Contents

If You Have to Explain It, Is it Still Funny?
Beth Luey

Humor and Its Hazards: Editing The Papers of Will Rogers
Steven K. Gragert

Yet Another George Washington Website: The Digital 
Edition and the Future of Documentary Editing
Jennifer E. Stertzer

Long before the NHPRC: Documentary Editing and 
Nineteenth-Century Virginia
Brent Tarter

Balancing Public and Private Lives in the Letters of 
Lucretia Coffin Mott and Florence Kelly
Beverly Wilson Palmer

Founding Fathers Face the Senate
Charlene Bickford

President’s Letter

The Risks of a Mammoth Edition: The Example of The 
Complete Letters of Henry James
Kevin J. Hayes

The Pitfalls of Digital History
David Spiech

A Place in the Sun: The Selected Papers of Margaret 
Sanger, Volume 2
Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer

3

8

29

36

47

56

1

74

82

88

94

102

123

Articles

Reviews

2007 ADE Award Recipients

Recent Editions
Complied by Linnéa Caproni

2007 Business Meeting Minutes



Charlene Bickford, director of the First Federal Congress Project at the George Washington 
University, is a former president of the Association for Documentary editing and has served as the 
chair of its Federal Policy Committee since 1981. She represents the ADE on the boards of the 
National Coalition for History and the National Humanities Alliance.

Steven K. Gragert, director of the Will Rogers Memorial Museum and the Will Rogers 
Birthplace Ranch, both in Oklahoma, has served as an editor of seventeen volumes of the writings 
and letters of Will Rogers and as director of the Will Rogers Research Project at Oklahoma State 
University. His most recent book, the fifth and final volume of The Papers of Will Rogers, on which 
he collaborated with Dr. M. Jane Johansson, was published by the University of Oklahoma Press in 
December 2006.

Robert F. Haggard has been an associate editor for The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement 
Series since 2001. Before joining his colleagues at the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, he worked 
for five years at the University of Virginia’s Papers of George Washington, where he served as the 
project’s copy editor, CD-ROM editor, and as an assistant editor.

Kevin J. Hayes, professor of English at the University of Central Oklahoma, is the author of 
several books, including The Cambridge Introduction to Herman Melville, An American Cycling 
Odyssey, and The Library of William Byrd, for which he won the Virginia Library History Award. As 
bibliography editor of Documentary Editing, he founded the “Recent Editions” column in 1993 and 
maintained it for the next six years, for which he received ADE’s Distinguished Service Award. 
His latest book, The Road to Monticello: the Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson, will be published  
in June.

Beth Luey is director emerita of the Scholarly Publishing Program at Arizona State University 
and a past president of the ADE. She has also served as a past editor of Documentary Editing, for 
which she received the 2002 Distinguished Service Award, and she is the 2007 recipient of the 
ADE Lyman H. Butterfield Award for her significant contributions to the ADE in the areas of 
documentary scholarship, service, and teaching.

Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer, an independent historian and editor, teaches first-year students at 
the College of Wooster in Ohio. She earned a PhD from Case Western Reserve University, 
studying the history of women and reproductive policy. Her publications include Any Friend of the 
Movement: Networking for Birth Control 1920–1940 (Ohio State University Press, 2004) and U.S. 
Aging Policy Interest Groups (Greenwood, 1993), co-edited with the late David D. Van Tassel. Dr. 
Meyer is the guest curator for a forthcoming exhibit on the history of contraception at the Dittrick 
Medical History Center in Cleveland, Ohio.

Beverly Wilson Palmer is editor of the letters of Lucretia Mott and Florence Kelley. She has also 
edited the Selected Letters of Charles Sumner (Northeastern University Press, 1990), the Selected 
Papers of Thaddeus Stevens (University of Pittsburgh Press, 1997, 1998), and A Woman’s Wit and 
Whimsy: The 1833 Diary of Anna Cabot Lowell Quincy (Northeastern University Press, 2003).

Jennifer E. Stertzer is an assistant editor of the Papers of George Washington at the University 
of Virginia, where she oversees the production of the digital edition and serves as webmaster for 
ADE. Her most recent project was assembling a presentation given at the Society for Textual 
Scholarship’s annual conference exploring digital documentary editing.

Brent Tarter is a senior editor in the Division of Publications and Educational Services of the 
Library of Virginia and a founding editor of the Dictionary of Virginia Biography. He also serves on 
the Advisory Committee for The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series. 
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