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Preface 

The papers in this volume were presented at the third annual meeting 
of the National Collegiate Honors Council at the Olympic Hotel in 
Seattle, Washington, October 18-20, 1968. Some 240 faculty members, 
administrators, and students attended this meeting. We were pleased 
with the lively participation of the fifty students at this meeting and hope 
that honors students representing colleges and universities across the 
land will continue to challenge us to build better honors programs. 

The papers indicate our focus on the problems of the relevance of 
curricula to learning and the relevance of higher education to the world. 
Black and white students alike urged us to make our programs, our cur
ricula, and our concerns more relevant to the moral and social issues of 
our time, more relevant to a truly liberal education. Two representatives 
from the world of business, Nils Eklund, Vice-President, Kaiser Indus
tries, and Ralph E. Boynton, Vice-President, Bank of America, pleaded 
for a greater understanding and communication between the worlds of 
business and university in one of the most spirited sessions of our 
meeting. 

The NCHC continues to grow-institutional members are listed at 
the end of this volume along with the program of the Seattle meeting. 
Our next meeting will be held in New Orleans, October 3D-November 1, 
1969. 

The Council is grateful to its president, Professor Vishnu Bhatia, for 
his many years of active service and for his year of dedicated leadership. 
Professor James Tallarico and Professor Julian Barksdale receive our 
thanks for their labors to make this meeting a success. Professor Dudley 
Wynn deserves special recognition for his work in organizing the pro
gram and for his help in editing this volume. 

Professor Dudley Wynn, of the University of New Mexico, is our 
president for this year and John S. Eells, Jr., Winthrop College, our vice
president. The following members were elected at the Seattle meeting to 
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a three-year term on the executive committee: Julian Barksdale, Univer
sity of Washington; Thomas W. Phelan, St. Norbert College; C. H. 
Ruedisili, University of Wisconsin; Vivian J. Tellis, Alcorn A&M Col
lege; and D. Burnham Terrell, University of Minnesota. 

WALTER D. WEIR 

National Collegiate Honors Council 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
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CHAPTER 1 

Relevance: An Introduction 

WALTER D. WEIR 

University of Colorado 

Our country, our society, and our institutions of higher learning are 
being torn apart by the struggle between those demanding change now 
and those relatively satisfied with their present affluence and power roles. 
If the polarization continues to grow between blacks and whites, young 
and old, poor and rich, students and other segments of the multiversity, 
university and community, the American dream of a society governed by, 
of, and for the people might well perish in a totalitarian plague spread by 
either the extreme left or the extreme right. If faith in the American 
dream continues to wane amongst both the left and the right, the uni
versity's only relevance will be as handmaiden of a state repressing all 
freedom in the name of revolutionary order. 

Impatience, resentment, bitterness, hate, and violence are building in 
both camps and time may be running short. We who still believe in the 
American dream and a free university must act now to give evidence of 
our commitment. The road to hell is paved with good intentions and 
endless talkers. More of the same unplanned growth, more of the same 
affluence for those already affluent, more of the same technology and 
specialization used to build power structures, war machines, and more 
consumer demand for material goods, more of the same pollution of our 
good earth and crying souls, will not do. The cry of our students for 
relevance in their education is first and foremost a cry for a more just and 
meaningful society. Growing numbers of students are no longer satisfied 
with the traditional hedonism of college life, with playing childish games 
in the anti-community of the multiversity. 

They demand we face Holden Caulfield's experience and make our 
actions correspond more nearly to our professions. They insist we act now 
to provide opportunities for all men to realize their dignity and potential 
and that we alter our power structures to create a participatory, demo-
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2 RELEVANCE AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

cratic community. They seek the elimination of poverty and squalor in 
the richest society man has ever known and are sympathetic to the rising 
expectations of those less fortunate in other lands. Nonetheless, they are 
convinced that man cannot live by bread alone; they are suspicious of a 
technological society.l They would have us spend less of our resources 
on technical, specialized, and professional know-how and spend more on 
the search for vision, for something man can live and die for. They wish 
to escape the wastelands of J. Alfred Prufrock and search for the Second 
Coming. They want their universities made relevant to these concerns. 
They want to resurrect and rebuild the American dream. 

We in the university world must listen to their fervent voices and make 
a commitment to the American dream or fall with it. We must educate 
"free" men to enter and build a freer and more humane world or be 
crushed in a new wave of irrational and violent totalitarianism. In our 
hubris and our blindness, we may be unconsciously preparing for the 
death of the American dream and our own death as well. Lewis Mumford 
warns us: 

As the church ceased to be the repository of new values, the uni
versity gradually took over some of this office. This fact placed a 
premium upon the detached pursuit of truth, as the dominating life
value, and has ignored in large degree the realms of esthetics and 
morals. Thus the university has become a classic example of that 
overspecialization and limitation of function which now curbs 
human development and threatens even human survivaJ.2 

Our educational establishment has gone a long way in achieving techno
logical competence and, even, expertise, but it is far from realizing human 
and humane goals within its own institutions or in society. 

The present widespread dissatisfaction with the character and quality 
of undergraduate education stems in large measure from those who dis
agree with the ends and means embodied in the multiversity. This dis-

1 See Jacques Ellul, The Technological Society. John Wilkinson, the translator, 
notes: "It is, in fact, the essence of technique to compel the qualitative to become 
quantitative, and in this way to force every stage of human activity and man himself 
to submit to its mathematical calculations. Ellul gives examples of this at every level. 
Thus, technique forces all sociological phenomena to submit to the clock, for Ellul 
the most characteristic of all modern technical instruments. The substitution of the 
tempus mortuum of the mechanical clock for the biological and psychological time 
'natural' to man is in itself sufficient to suppress all the traditional rhythms of human 
life in favor of the mechanical" (p. xvi). The current hippy movement, the new 
music, the reduction in science and engineering majors and the almost insatiable ap
petite for courses in religion and the humanities, are all symptoms of today's student 
revolt against the technological society. 

• Lewis Mumford, The City in History, p. 276. 
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