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B UDG E T

AND

F I S CAL

Budget and Fiscal includes two sections: (1) Permits and (2) Budget and Accounting.
The Permit Section has three departments : Boating Administration, Accounts Receivable,
and Permit Accounting . The Budget and Accounting Section includes four departments :
Audits j Records Management, Plant and Equipment, and Fiscal Accounting.
The major functions of the Budget and Fiscal Div isi on are :
l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10 .
11 .
12 .
13 .

Maintain all fiscal records in accordance with state and federal laws.
Maintains area cost accounting on income and expenditures for internal
control of the Commission .
Administers the fiscal operatio n and control of federal programs.
Administers the fiscal control of the State Boating Laws.
Issues all hunting and fish i ng permits to vendor accounts.
Receipts, deposits , and maintains accounts receivable records on all funds
received by the Commission .
Pre pares the Commission Biennium Budgets.
Prepares and mainta i ns the Commission fiscal and operating budgets.
Administers the purchasing of all equipment , supplies, and materials for the
Commission.
Maintains in ventory control and records of real and personal property of the
Commiss i on .
Performs audits of federal programs relating to participating subdivisions
and internal audits of the other divisions of the Commission.
Administers an internal program of forms control, including development of
f orms and defining their purpose, use , and retention, and maintains an agency
policy and procedure manual .
Performs other administrati ve functions as assigned by the Board of Commissioners,
Director, and/or Assistant Director.

Boating Admi nistrati on: Annual activities continue to increase each year . In 1969
a total of 26,776 powered boats were issued registration certificates, This represents
an increase of approximately 9½ percent over 1968.
Accounts Receivable: Activities remained basically similar to 1968 , A total of
280 cash transmittal reports was prepared and submitted to the State Treasurer. These
reports represent deposits of all cash income received by this agency. A total of 13,739
individual audito r receipts was prepared to support monies received and deposited by
cash transmi ttals f or 1969. This department also recei ves and distributes all incoming
mail for this agency .
Permit Accounting: Duri ng 1969, this department maintained accounting records on
1,398 permit ven dor accounts . Ninety-three (93) new vendor accounts were opened and
92 vendor accounts ceased handling permits dur ing 1969. Detailed accounting records are
maintained for each vendor account. An annual report of number of permits sold by type
of permit by counti es is prepared .
Fiscal Accounti ng: This depa rtment i s responsible for prepa rati on and processing of
all payments to vendo rs; i ntr a-department transfers on use of equipment, employees time
and expenses applying proper distribution of costs to each area or admin i strative units ,
pre paration of monthly Commission Reports of paid vouchers and coding of all vouchers for
payment .
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Activities of this department remained similar to 1968. A total of 15,103 vouchers
were prepa red and processed for payment in 1969. Twelve monthly Commission Reports of
paid vouchers were prepared,
Plant and Equipment: This department is responsible for purchasing all materials,
supplies, and equipment and administering and maintaining all inventory records of real
and personal property for this agency.
Seven- hundred and eighty-six (786) purchase orders were processed in 1969. Inventories
were maintained on 208 areas and administrative units, Inventories and reports were
maintained on 353 vehicles.
Audits: This department reviews all vouchers and intra - department transfers to insure
accu r acy of amounts paid. Correct data process i ng code information is completed on all
documents. It audits all expense vouchers to insure compliance with state laws, rules, and
regulations of this agency. It maintains various electronic data processing ledqers,
assists i n preparation of various area reports , and performs all field audits of political
subd i vi si ons participating in the Land and Water Conservation Program .
During 1969 , a total of 9 pre-audits , prog ress audits, and final audits was performed
by this Department .
Records Mana ement Department: The Budget and Fiscal Division was directed to
establ i sh a reco r s management program for thi s agency in November 1968, for the purpose
of establishing uniformity in the design , use, retention , or disposal of forms and records,
elimination of duplications and to develop a budget and fiscal policy and procedure manual.
Some preliminary guidelines were developed but very little was accomplished in 1969 since
staff ing of this department was delayed due to lack of facilities .
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Administrati on of the Budget and Fiscal Division is performed by the division chief,
who is also this agency's budget officer. In addition to the administration and supervision
of all activities of the Budget and Fiscal Division, the division chief is responsible for
the preparation and submission of this agency's Bi ennium Budget Requests.
FI NANCIAL STATEMENT
January 1, 1969 - Cash or General Fund Appropriation on Hand
Game Fund
State Park Facilities Cash Fund
State Park Special Cash Fund
State Park - General Fund - Balance of 67/69 Bienni um App~
Touri st Promotion - General Fund - Balance of 67/69
Biennium Appropriation
Tourist Promotion Cash Fund
Land & Water General Fund - Balance of 67/69 Biennium Appr.
Land & Water Conservation Cash Fund
Cash Gifts
Total Cash & General Fund Appropriations on Hand Jan. l, 1969
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182,350.54
139,847.82
29,348.54
1,253,874.33
24,650.81
35,801.39
l ,052,432.93
576,172.04
4,141.49
3,298,499 . 89

Cash Revenue Rece i ved Du r ing 1969
Game Fund
State Park Facilities Cash Fund
State Pa r k Special Cash Fund
Les s amount lapsed to General Fund 6/30/69
Tourist Promotion Ca sh Fund
Land & Water Con servation Cash Fund
Cash Gifts
Less amount lapsed to General Fund 6/30/69

3,392 ,090 . 04
214,905 . 97
14,779 . 20
(44 , 182.29)
. 00
( 4, 141 . 49 )

Total 1969 Cash Income Less Lapsed Amounts

(29 , 403.09)
24,404 . 61
861 ,724.66
( 4 , 141.49 )._ _ _ __
4,459,580.70

General Fund Appropriations Ava i lable Duri ng 1969
Tou r ism Promotion & General Operational &
Maintenance - General Fund
Gene ral Fund Reapp ropriation (Indian Caves Acquisition)
General Fund Reappropri ation Subdivision Capitol Projects
General Fund Appropr i ation 69/71 Biennium Capitol Projects
Total Gen eral Fund or Reappropriations Available During 1969
Less General Fund Balance 6/30/69 lapsed or reappropriated
Touri sm Promotion & General Operati on &
Maintenance General Fund
(21,496 .05)
Land & Wate r Conservati on General Fund
(266 ,966 . 66)
Total General Funds lap sed or reappropriated
Total General Funds App ropriations Available During 1969

976,420 . 00
100 ,660.00
165,615 . 00
26,005.00

------

1 ,268 ,700 . 00

(288,462 . 71)

------

980,237 . 29

Total Cash Revenues and Gene ral Fund Appropriations
Available during 1969
Total all f unds ava i lable during 1969

5,439,817 . 99
8,738 ,317.99

Total al l f und s expended during 1969

7, 256 ,765 . 58

Janua ry l , '1970 Ca sh or Gene r al Fund Appropriation on Hand
Game Fund
Sta t e Pa r k Fac i l i ties Cash Fund
Touri st Promoti on Cash Fund
Land & Wate r Con servation Cash Fund
Tou ri sm & Maintenance Operational General Fund
General Fund Reappropri ation fo r Indi an Cave Acquisition
Gene ral Fund Reappropriati on for Subdivision Capitol Project
General Fund Approp r iati on 69/71 Bienn i um Capitol Projects
Total Cas h & Gene ral Fund Appropriation on Hand Jan . l , 1970
Total of 1969 Expend i tu res & Funds on Hand January l, 1970
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305 , 210 . 92
245,543.14
44 ,927.74
599 ,325 . 84
86 ,644 ,52
99 ,180.06
74,715 . 08
26 ,005 . 00

~,-,4~8~1~,5-5-2-.3-08,738,317. 88

SOURCE OF

INCOME

Hunting Activities:
Source

Amount

Resident License to Hunt
Nonresident License to Hunt
Resident Trapping License
Nonresident Fur Buyer's Permit
Resident Fur Buyer's Permit
Deer Permits
Antelope Permits
Turkey Permits
Game Farm & Pet Permits
Beaver Seals
Buffalo & Venison Sales
Fur Sales
Duck Blind Rental
Controlled Shooting Area

Total

378,684.00
389,625,00
5,187.50
800.00
630.00
370,165 . 00
19,530.00
17,300.00
l , 126. 00
20 . 00
670.75
32,75
3,286.25
_ _ _2_s ~
. o_o 1 ,187,os2.25

Fishing Activities:
Source

Amount

Resident License to Fish
Nonresident 5-day License to Fish
Nonresident Annual License to Fish
Bait Vendors
Seining Vendors
Private Fish Hatchery License
Trout Permits
Sale of Food Fish

518,707.00
41,610.00
65,052.00
5,400.00
4,030.00
1 , l 00. 00
67,188.00
5,738.33

Total

708 ,825.33

Hunting & Fishing Activities:
Source
Resident Combination Hunt & Fish Licenses

Amount

Total

353,465.00

353,465.00

151,276.00

151 ,276.00

526,072.90

526,072.90

Special Stamps:
Source
Upland Game Bird Stamps
Federal Reimbursements :
Source
Pi ttman -Robertson & Dingell -Johnson
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Miscellaneous Receipts:
Source
NEBRASKAland Magazine
A. Subscriptions
B. Newsstands
C. Advertising
Duplicate Permits
Liquidated Damages
Sale of Equipment
Sale of Miscellaneous Surplus
Agricultural Leases &Crop Income
Boating Permits & Printed materials
Transfers between funds
Incidentals
Sales Tax

152,492.00
11 , 114 , 44
28,594 .84

Amount

Total

192 ,201 , 28
885.00
9,139.00
24,047.52
351.59
58,166.42
136,138.00
23,842 . 37
18 ,129.28
2,468 , 10

465 ,368.56

Total Game Fund Income - 1969

3,392 ,090 .04

STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME
1.

Pa r k Facilities
Source
Arbor Lodge
Buffalo Bill's Rest Ranch
Chadron
Fort Kearny
For t Robinson
Niobra ra
Ponca
Stolley
Two Rivers
Victoria Springs
Miscellaneous Areas
State Sales Tax

Amount
6,795.00
4,293.39
34,907 . 21
l ,018.21
66 ,832.16
24 ,213.79
27,869.27
2,010.33
18,897 .80
2,251.60
22,671 ,51
3,145.70

Total State Park Facilities Cash Fund Income 1969
2.

Total

214 ,905.97

Par k Non- Operating Income
Surplus property sales and transfers between funds

14 ,779.20

Total State Park Special Cash Fund Income
Total State Park Cash Income 1969

14,779 .20
229 ,685.17

SPECIAL CASH FUNDS
Source

Amount

Tou r ist Promotion :
Sale of Promot i onal Materials
Nebraskalander Program
Sales Tax

21,814 .16
2,300 . 00
290.45
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Total

24,404.61

Land and Water Conservation Fund:
Federal Reimbursements
Sale of Surplus

861,574.81
149.85

Total Special Cash Funds Income

861 , 724.66
886 ,129.27

Summary of Income Received During 1969:
Game Fund
State Parks
Special Cash Funds
Total income received 1969
Less lapsed funds on 6/30/69

3,392 ,.090 . 04
229 ,685.17
886 ~129 . 27
4,507,904.48
(48 ,323.78 )

Total 1969 Cash Income

4,459,580.70

1969 EXPENDITURES

Game Fund
Purpose of Expenditures

Amount

Total

Administration:
A. Central Office
B. District Offices
Information and Tourism
Commissioner's Expense
Law Enforcement
Radio Communications
Boating

284 )701 .38
56 )351.59

341,052.97
588 ,.915.93
12 , 236.49
632,121 . 10
24,692 -43
86,872.2 9

Fisheries:
Administration
Grove Lake Trout Station
Salvage & Distribution
Gretna Fish Hatchery
Valentine Fish Hatchery
North Platte Fish Hatchery
Rock Creek Hatchery
Fish Management

40 ,000.24
32 , 378.90
85 ,014.42
48 ,603.36
57 ,823.41
34 ,953 . 18
56 ,977.76
203 ,416.65

559 , 167.9?

34 ,087.16
117,412.69
7.56
401.78

151,909.19

Engineering & Operations:
Administration
Special Use Areas
North Platte Headquarters Building
Salt Creek & Tributaries
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Amount

Purpose of Expenditure

Total

Game:
Administration
Game Farm

36,796.13
21,330 . 12

58,126 . 25

69 ,847.27
702 . 46
5,077 . 31
43,958.33
1,124.57
17,980 . 13
561 .37
49.89

139 ,301 . 33

. 15, 121 . 97
164,253 . 31
177,815 , 76
31 ,803 , 45
514 . 35
22,765 . 92
6.56
3,398 .42
60,260 . 70
14,000 . 00
1,560.00

491 ,500 . 44

5,040.66
72 ,454.33
75 , 345 . 78

152,840 . 77

Land Management :
Administration
Pressey
Lake Mcconaughy
Reservoir Areas
Sacramento Agricultu ral Area
Youth Conservation Education
Conrhusker Farms
Miscellaneous Agricultu ral Areas
Federal :
Pittman - Robertson (Game)
Co - ordinatio n
Wildlife Survey & Investiga tion
Habitat Restoration
Sacr amento Wildlife Development
Pheasant Life History & Ecology
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Area
Ecology of Prairie Grouse
Acquisition of Hunt & Fish Areas
Research studies on Terrestri al Wildlife
Game Production & Hunting Areas
Of fice & Laboratory Building
Dingell . Johnson (Fish)
· Co -ordinatio n
Fisheries Inventory and Investiga tion
Fi sheri es Development

266 . 52

Work Study Program

30,106.03

Commercial Fisheries

3,269 , 109 .66

Total Game Fund Expenditures 1969
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Land and Water Conservation Program
Purpose of Expenditures

General Fund

Cash Fund

Total

State Projects :
Administration
State Plan
Branched Oak Acquisition
Ponca Park Development
School Section 16 Acquisition - Ft. Robinson
Johnson Lake Development
Wayside Park Development
Grand Island Road Ranch Development
Martin Bay Development - Lake Mcconaughy
Branched Oak Development
Ni ne Mile Creek Acquisition
Chadron Park Development
Gibbon Road Ranch Development
Killdeer Special Use Area Acquisition
Rock Creek Station Acquisition
Indian Cave Acquisition

117,036 . 20
36,158.55
19,495.00
13,573 . 19
40,000.00
19,071.66
31 ,618.35
91,684.70
42 ,542.64
201,905.80
59,120.00
26,999.28
4,512.87
27,979 . 00
21,000.00
1,479.94

71 ,720.66
19,346 . 41
107 ,032 . 01
21 ,6 38.40
6,588.94

1,479.94

117 ,047 .70
36,158 . 55
19,495.00
13 ,573. 19
40 ,000 .00
90 , 792.32
50,964.76
198,716 .71
64,181.04
208,494.74
59,120.00
33 ,037.70
166,525.26
27,979.00
21,000 . 00
2,959 .88

754 , 177 . 18

395,868.67

1,150,045 .85

35,494.72
25 ,804.93
796 . 12
2,502 . 06
3,802.16
9,604.44
14,698 . 18
1,643.91
34,011.69
2,515.97
1 , 948 . 43
7,080.65
l , 524.68
5,817,37
3,933.66
9,019 . 33
15,692.01
6,859.09
12 , 089.23
1, 250.00
579. 16
2,943.62

74,725.69
47,516 , 70
580.00
2,510 .68
9, 218.83
37,766.80
30,943.53
3,200 .00
70,618 .64
4,365 , 54
3,831.00
14,906 .63
3,125.00
12,247.09
8,302 . 43
18,988.03
33,035 . 80
32 ,890.91
24,012.50
2, 500.00
1,219.29
6, 197 .10

110 ,220 . 41
73,321.63
1,376 . 12
5,012.74
13 ,020 .99
47,371 . 24
45,641 . 71
4,843.91
104,630 . 33
6,881 , 51
5,779. 43
21,987.28
4,649.68
18 ,064 .46
12 ,236.09
28,007.36
48 ,727.81
39 , 750 .00
36 ~ l O1 . 73
3,750.00
1, 798.45
9,140.72

Total Subdivision Project Expenditures 1969

199 ,611.41

442 , 702.19

642,313.60

Total Land and Water Conservation Fund Expenditure
For 1969

953 ,788.59

838,570.86

l ,792,359. 45

Total State Project Expenditures for 1969

11 . 50

6,038.42
162 ,012 .39

Subdivision Projects:
Alliance
Ki mba 11
Henderson
Mil ford
Genoa
Hall County Stuhr Museum
Lincoln
Ewing
Omaha
Ainsworth
Dwight
Seward
Randolph
Cambridge
Harvard
Crofton
Ashland
Scottsbluff
Chappe 11
Eustis
Schuyler
Friend

Page 11

State Park System:
Purpose of Expenditures
Administration and Design
State Parks :
Chadron
Fort Robinson
Indian Caves
Niobra ra
Ponca
Historical Parks:
Ash Hollow
Arbor Lodge
Buffalo Bill 1s Ranch
Fort Atkinson
Fort Hartsuff
Fort Kearny
Rock Creek Station
Recreation Areas:
Fremont
Lake Mcconaughy
Lewis &Clark
Minatare and Box Butte
Stolley
Two Rivers
Victoria Springs
Salt Creek and Trib~taries
Sites General
Blue Stem
Branched Oak
Conestoga
Olive Creek
Pawnee
Stagecoach
Twin Lakes
Wagon Train
Yankee Hi 11
Miscellaneous Areas
State Wayside Park Areas

General Fund

Cash Funq

Total

182 ,972.22

1,656.63

184 ,628 .85

88 , 734.63
108,289.06
4,683.27
37,097.97
136,088.47

14,667.85
16,317.95

103,402.48
124,607.01
4,683.27
51,748 . 27
157,066,42

30 , 210 . 64
19,427.88
51 , 160. 99
466.76
l ,290 .85
48 , 723 .81
684 . 11
39 , 792.25
98 ,527 . 13
46 , 174 .85
9,217.89
16,671 .65
97,088.00
15,755.32
17 ,221 . 95
9,784 . 99
48 ,504.88
4,891.70
5,000 . 38
18,126.03
6,288.81
406,48
9 ,046.23
130 . 40
577,565 . 54
290,118.08

Total State Park System Expenditures for 1969

2,020 ,143.22

14,650 . 30
20,977.95
9,275 . 13
611 .08
205 . 46

30,210.64
28,703.01
51,772 . 07
466.76
1 ,290 . 85
48,929.27
684 . 11

63.23
21,796 . 36
5,887.54

39,792 . 25
98 ,527 . 13
46,174 .85
9,217.89
16,734.88
118 ,884.36
21,642.86

l, 139 ,86
1,906 . 76

17,221.95
9 ,784 . 99
48,504 .88
4,891 . 70
5,000 . 38
18,126 . 03
6,288.81
406.48
9,046 . 23
130 . 40
578 ,705 .40
292,024 .84

l 09 , 156 . l 0 2,129 , 299.32

Tourist Promotion :
General Fund

Cash Fund

Total

Supervision
Tourist Stations
Nebraskalander Program
Promotion and Advertising
Travel Shows

19 ,783.41
9,998.05
2,108 . 98
11,424 . 39
7,404 . 06

l ,697 .84
l.95
13 ,578.47

21 ,481 . 25
9. 998 .05
2,110 . 93
25 ,002 .86
7 ,404 . 06

Total Tourist Promotion Expenditures for 1969

50,718 .89

15 , 278 . 26

Purpose of Expenditures

65 ,997.15
7,256 ,765.58

Total Agency Expenditures - 1969
Page 12

DISTRIBUTION OF ALL FUNDS EXPENDED DURING 1969 BY MAJOR SOURCE
Source

Amount

General Expenses - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5,091,380.29
Includes salaries and wages, operating expenses, supplies
and materials, maintenqnce and repairs - not applicable to
Capital Improvements - and includes purchase of all equipment.

% of Total
70.2

Land Acquisition - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Includes purchase price and other administrative costs
directly applicabie to the acquisition.

264,453.02

3.6

Capital Improvement - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Includes construction of all new structures, improvements
to lands and major renovations .

l ,900,932.27

26.2
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1969 PERMITS ISSUED BY COUNTIES

COUNTY
Adams
Antelope
Arthur
Banner
Blaine
Boone
Box Butte
Boyd
Brown
Buffalo
Burt
Butler
Cass
Cedar
Chase
Cherry
Cheyenne
Clay
Colfax
Culning
Custer
Dakota
Dawe s
Da0son
Deuel
Dixon
Dodge
Douglas
Duhdy
Fillmore
Franklin
Fron ti er
Furnas
Gage
Garden
Garfield
Gosper
Grant
Greeley
Hall
Hamilton
Harlan
Haye s
Hitchcock
Holt
Hooker
Howard
Jefferson
Johnson

RES.
FISH

RES .
HUNT

3,236 2,408
l, 110
479
65
16
29
45
89
38
626
624
1,393
908
403
229
497
318
3,837 2,868
1 ,092
655
746
527
2,243
l ,269
570
494
662
504
1 , 310
342
l , 105
l ,082
680
655
1 ,057
652
964
541
1,692
997
1 ,277
1 , 169
1 ,494
876
3,172 1,900
323
238
529
413
3,936 2,365
27,322 19,527
336
139
646
697
294
346
398
295
1 , 112
680
2,404 1 ,583
689
346
342
156
743
109
174
61
309
277
5,372 3,558
750
483
2,323
363
71
61
664
299
1 ,547
661
182
56
718
397
l ,094
803
623
527

RES. FISH
HUNT
l ,090

471
19
17
107
335
581
186
253
1,376
314
363
754
243
373
487
526
371
499
421
765
378
475
1 , 137
157
249
1 , 113
6,920
184
355
152
166
481
831
249
144
153
50
165
1 , 761
305
367
50
212
814
124
366
470
278

N.R.
HUNT

ANNUAL
N.R. FISH

5-DAY
FISH

247
45

37

4
3
157
216
21
30
251
91
19
46
114
214
57
267
141
49
22
288
348
88
193
82
30
80
426
151
192
87
36
518
303
88
7
29
2
53
256
42
378
17
113
41
5
69
173
58

2
l
9
35
20
24
58
14
8
53
8
143
99
80
8

100
84
3
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13

11

3
25
198
47
93
500
21
81
566
671
4
14
11
123
67
316
7
39
10
1
57
17
460
4
1 , l 02
31
12
13
42
10

8
29
143
32
73
196
28
19
95
22
127
318
136
31
34
19
88
79
174
286
863
26
143
834
158
7
14
37
176
105
818
20
198
21
17
167
25
632
4
580
105
17
28
63
19

TRAP
17
22
3
l
17
26
6
11

42
51
27
46
54
20
12
32
7
5
38
55
18
24
24
45
4
14
118
81
8
21
1
8
75
8
9
20
1
37
14
10
3
53
3
25
52
50

UPLAND
STAMPS

TOTAL
AMOUNT

3,533
872
23
64
128
1 ,062
l ,659
335
567
4,243
914
843
1,849
764
l ,057
719
l ,802
l , 140
1,074
886
l , 961
1 , 752
1,395
2,949
472
614
3,262
24,599
445
l ,206
584
48,3

7,135
2,224
l 06
98
263
1,806
3,282
902
1 ,237
8,637
2,221
1,728
4,514
l ,471
2,035
2,645
3,203
1 ,891
2,340
2,025
3,873
3,473
3,178
6,826
2,167
1,282
7,836
55,676
1,647
l , 922
908
943
3,098
5,368
2,514
685
l , 271
338
823
11,208
l ,636
4,533
207
2,973
3,252
399
1 ,616
2,697
l ,565

,

:

i::;n-:i

, >JV..J

2,516
614
267
249
83
495
5,244
76 0
935
127
571
1 , 133
167
772
l ,329
795

1969 PERMITS ISSU ED BY COUNTIES
COUNTY

RES .
FISH

RES .
HUNT

RES. FISH
HUNT

N.R.
HUNT

Kearney
494
466
3,223
Ke i th
750
Keya Paha
45
39
Ki mba 11
589
472
3, 164
Kno x
498
Lancaster 15 , 743 10,302
4,861
Lincoln
2, 574
Logan
94
69
Loup
126
56
McPhe rs on
75
25
Mad i son
2, 816
2,148
Merrick
861
570
840
Morr ill
474
484
Nance
358
Nemaha
757
781
426
Nu ckolls
487
l ,382
l , 217
Otoe
Pawnee
555
224
Perki ns
304
254
l ,001
Phelps
781
901
Pier ce
358
2,899
Platte
l, 997
Polk
641
339
Red Willow 2,623 1,283
l, 385
Richardson
832
222
Rock
120
l , 138
Saline
981
3,134 2,464
Sarpy
Scptts Bluff 4,152 2,569
1 , 227
Sewa rd
971
946
She r idan
637
1 , 157
Sherman
275
Si oux
21
72
349
Stanton
206
Thayer
649
591
106
Thomas
73
Thu r ston
262
401
Valley
796
403
Saunders ** l ,382
l , 218
Was hi ngton 1,116
917
566
Wayne
558
Wepster
356
490
131
50
Wh ¢eler
1 , 190
l ,003
York
Colorado
52
Iowa
Karisas
South Dakota 540
52

203
913
40
254
641
4,239
1 , 651
60
47
23
l ,032
438
266
270
338
203
655
257
174
434
341
l ,302
350
741
616
172
662
814
l , 247
634
454
288
52
202
342
62
137
395
564
438
259
185
56
546

87

126
166
3
100
113
2, 29 1
246
14
13
3
294
72
93
51
99
121
99
80
92
259
29
193
40
709
152
26
82
78
230
88
125
75
2
68
792
17
14
80
49
84
32
255
2
193
168
125
28
60

GRAND TOTAL 148,355 95,117

50 , 741

14 , 278

**Saunders county out of order
Page 15

ANNUAL
N. R. FISH
11

l ,233
4
110
317
181
256
2
3
l
32
27
44
5
33
16
44
88
24
29
17
32
4
l ,024
278
5
15
47
321
11

33
17
24
6
16
7
4
15
13

19
6
32
15
409
49
209
392
10 ,648

5- DAY
FISH

TRAP

33
2
3,974
9
2
3
79
l
667 48
425 100
575 54
4
2
19
3
3
2
99 62
49 24
113 10
22 20
35 32
14 16
47 68
52
11
28
64
6
9
31
124 60
17
10
1 ,035 26
74 24
36 21
36 29
1'17 28
359 45
34 32
56
28
89
6
15
5
4 11
41
11
9
8
5 18
55 13
34 64
33 52
15 13
6
36
20 11
51
13
78
6
11
397

UPLAND
STAMPS

TOTAL
AMOUNT

783
1,448
71
763
866
16 , 265
4, 127
134
l 09
45
3, 256
995
724
628
1 ,080
764
1,809
534
532
l ,418
655
3,299
661
2,655
l , 235
266
l ,583
3,148
3,653
1, 596
l , 152
545
51
425
l ,680
146
391
823
1, 722
1, 292
783
753
94
l , 645
169
104
27
135

l ,335
10 ,268
136
l ,605
5, 448
33 , 281
10 ,217
245
267
132
6,483
2 ,041
1 ,840
1 ,210
2,075
l ,283
3,512
l , 267
876
2,574
l ,686
6,607
l ,40 '1
7,441
3,361
602
2,943
6,682
8,923
2,997
2, 279
l , 907
191
846
2,442
282
841
l , 757
3,324
2,659
l ,449
1 ,360
270
3,011
655
232
248
1,528

16 , 324 2,233 147,955

337,696

RES.
FISH

RES.
HUNT

Turkey
3,050
29,375
Deer (Rifle )
Deer (Archery )
4,042
Ante 1ope (Rifle )
1,835
Antelope (Archery )
69

RES. FISH
HUNT

N.R.
HUNT

ANNUAL
UPLAND
5- DAY
N.R. FISH FISH TRAP STAMPS

136
1 , 217
74
16

TOTAL
AMOUNT
3,186
30,592
4,116
1,835
85

10,648 16,324 2,233 $147,955 377,510
50,741 . 15,721
GRAND TOTAL 148,355 133,488
$2·,279, 796
$519,242.50 .$748,928 $355,187 $398,200 $63,888 $40,810 $5,585.50
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E NG I NE E R I NG
This division functions as a service organ izatio n offering engineering services to
the Game and Parks Commission and providing construction, heavy maintenance, building
services, and emergency repair work through their Operations Section.
'

Engineering services available include design of small buildings, fish hatchery
facilities, utilities, water and sewer facilities, specifications, estimates, roadway
des i gns, land surveys, area development design, drafting services, construction co-ordination
and review of consultants' services, as well as review of political subdivision design
work . Construction engineering and technical assistance to the other divisions in the
maintenance and repair of capital improvements is also provided by the division.
Du r ing 1969, contracts were let for major developments including latrines, parking
areas, and roads at Martin Bay; shower latrines at Two Rivers; a maintenance building
at Lake Mcconaughy; road utilities, camping facilities, and laundry building at Panda
State Park; the area development at Branched Oak ; Elkhorn State Wayside Area development,
and the road ra nch at Gibbon.
App roxi mately 40 contracts were awarded during 1969 for a total construction cost
of about $840,000, and a total of 101 separate projects were processed.
The Engineering Division also provided a considerable amount of liaison work in
the contracting and construction of the Wildlife laboratory and in the negotiations with
the City of Lincoln for the Central Office Building.
The Operations Section of the Engineering Division began 1969 with two major projects
on the agenda: Branched Oak Reservoir and the renovation of ponds at Gretna Fish Hatchery.
An additional 53 projects were completed by this section.
The dirt moving group spent almost the entire summer at Branched Oak completing 10
plus miles of roadways, slopes, shoulders, etc. This work was finished in August in time
for seeding. The crew began preparing roads for gravel and base preparation of the parking
lots also. Finish grading and cleanup at Johnson Lake and other projects of this type
finished out the program for the year,
At Branched Oak, the building crew built 17 pit latri nes and 12 well platforms, and
i nstalled additional boat ramps. They also completed construction of the Blackbird and
Beaver Dam state wayside Area s and innovated prefabrication techniques that provided
considerable savings in buildi ng costs . .
The truck spread was highly util ized during 1969. On one project alone, over 20,000
cubic yards of fill was hauled, plac~d, and compacted to assist the Fisheries Division
in the reb uil ding and renovation of the Gretna Fish Hatchery. Hauling gravel for the
emergency repairs of the Pont:a sewers w~s another example of their utilization.
With the acquisitions of a triple axle lowboy, the movement of equipment has become
a simple and efficient operation . . Because of this, a heavy road maintenance schedule was
i nitiated as the equipment could be moved from one job site to another progressing
continuously around the state.
Equipment movement enabled us to rebuild roads at Clear Creek, Martin Bay, .cornhusker
Game Farm, Bassway Strip, Sacramento Game Farm, White Tail, and other areas, including
the District III Headquarters as a part of this continuous schedule.
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Hauling hay, autos, trucks, and other equipment and material seems to be a commonplace
activity for this new lowboy operation, and the efficient movements of the heavy equipment
is one of the key factors to the very low unit hourly equipment costs assessed against the
various projects.
In emergency situations such as floods, windstorms, etc., the heavy equipment and
crews available from the Operations Section can be mobilized to any area of the state
within a few hours. Traveling from one end of the state to the other building roads,
repairing cabins, replacing riprap, hauling hay and other miscellaneous are all a part of
the operations forte.
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F E DE RA L

AI D

Primary responsibilities of the Federal Aid Division include: (l) administration
and co - ordination of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program; (2) administration and
co-ordination of the federal aid programs for fish and wildlife, and (3) development and
maintenance of the comprehensive state outdoor recreation plan for Nebraska and such other
planning activities as may be assigned.
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND
The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 was enacted by Congress to assist
the states in acquisition and development of urgently needed outdoor recreation areas
and facilities. This act provides 50 percent federal grants - in-aid to the various states
for comprehensive planning, acquisition , and development of outdoor recreation areas .
It also provides that the states may allocate some of the money received to political
subdivisions.
State legislation provides that 60 percent of the money received from the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Act shall be allocated to state projects and 40 percent to projects
of political subdivisions. In addition to the 50 percent grant of federal funds , the
Game and Parks Commission is authorized to make state grants-in - aid of up to 25 percent
to political subdivisions for approved proJects,
The Game and Parks Commission delegated authority to an internal 11 control qroup 11 to
formulate policy, determine allocation of funds, and establish priorities for projects .
The Control Group consists of the director . assistant director, division chief of state
parks, and division chief of land management . The director serves as state liaison officer
to the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation which is the federal agency responsible for ad~inistration
of the Fund Act .
The Federal Division is responsible for administering the program in Nebraska.
Acti vities include : (1) review and processing of all required program documents: (2) fiscal
and project control ; (3) liaison with political subdivisions , and (4) liaison with other
agencies.
The following is a summary of the use of federal funds which have been made available
under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 since inception of the proqram to
December 31, 1969. This is followed by a brief s ummary of each project completed or in
progress during 1969 .

Page 19

Summary of Funds for LWCF Projects to
December 31, 1969
Federal apportionments credited to the state (Total LWCF apportionment to Nebraska):
FY 1965 .
$ 129 ,580.00
FY 1966
. $1,059,758.00
....
FY 1967
. $ 712,736.73
. .
FY 1968
$ 775,441.88
. . . .
. . . . . .
. .
$ 568,240.00
FY 1969 . . .
$ 782,602.00
FY 1970 (made available in December, 1969) . . . ,
, $ 193,494.00
Contingency Grant (Project No , 26 -00029 Omaha).
16,718.64
$
Contingency Grant (Project No . 26-00044 Omaha).
. $ 150,000 . 00
Contingency Grant (Project No. 26-00097 Lincoln).
Total
$4,388 ,571.25
2. Requested obligation of funds . . . . . . . . .
$ 3,967 ,336 .48
3. Funds obligated by Bureau of Outdoor Recreation
$ 3,799,336 .48
4. Reimbursements from Federal Government . . . .
$ 2 , 840,674.16

l.

Allocations for state projects
l.

2.
3.
4.

Federal apportionments credited to the State (60% of total LWCF
to Nebraska):
FY 1965 .
.
FY 1966
FY 1967
.
FY 1968
.
FY 1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.
FY 1970 (Made available in December , 1969).
Total
Requested obligation of funds . . . . . . . . .
Funds obligated by Bureau of Outdoor Recreation . .
Reimbursements from Federal Government . . . . . .

apportionment
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

77 ,748 .00
635 ,854,80
427,642.04
465,265.13
340,944.00
469,561.20
2, 417,015.17
2,024,560.86
2,024,560.86
l ,557,030.36

Allocations for projects of political subdivisions
Federal apportionments credited to politi cal subdivisions (40%-of
apportionments to Nebraska):
$
FY 1965 .
$
FY 1966
$
FY 1967 .
$
FY 1968
. . . . . . . . . .
$
FY 1969 . . .
$
FY 1970 (made available in December, 1969) . . .
$
Contingency Grant (Project No . 26-00029 Omaha).
$
Contingency Grant (Project No. 26 - 00044 Omaha) .
Conti ngency Grant (Project No. 26-00097 Lincoln) . . $
Total
$
$
2. Requested obl i gation of funds
$
3. Funds obl i gated by Bureau of Outdoor Rec rea tion
4. Reimbursements by State to politica l subdivisions
$
a. Federal Funds
,
$
b. State Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

l.
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total LWCF
51,832 . 00
423 ,903 . 20
285,094.69
310 ,176.75
227,296.00
313 ,040.80
193,494.00
16 ,718 . 64
150,000 . 00
1,971 ,556 . 08
1,942 ,775 .62
1,774,775 .62
l ,283 ,643.80
636 ,495.11

Summary of Land and Water Conservation Fund Projects Completed .:i.D_ 1969.
State Projects
l.

Title: Furthe r Development of Ponca State Park
Descripti on: Construction of four vacation cabins , installation of water treatment
and distribution system , and construction and hard surfacing of
'
-·
approximately four miles of interior roads.
Total Project Cost: $168 , 453.71
Federal Fund Share: $ 78,500 . 00 (50% of approved project ceiling)
Reimburseiiients :
$ 78 , 500 "00

2.

Title : Acquisition of School Section 16 - Fort Robinson
Description: Acqu i sition of 626 acres , more or less, owned by the State of Nebraska
Board of Educational Lands and Funds . The land will be used for
outdoor recreation as part of the Fort Robinson State Park complex.
Total Project Cost: $ 40 ,000 . 00
Federal Fund Share: $ 20 ,000.00
Re i mbursements:
$ 20 ,000.00

3.

Title: Nine Mile Creek - Acquisition
Descri ption: Acquisition of 180 ac res, more or less, in Scotts Bluff County for
public hunting and fishing and to obtain control of approximately 2
miles of Nine Mi le Creek as spawning and nursery area for migratory
rainbow trout of the North Platte River Drainage.
Total Project Cost : $ 60;000.00
Federal Fund Share: $ 21 , 750 . 00
Reimbursements:
$21,750 . 00

4.

Title: Acquisition of Killdeer State Special Use Area
Descripti on: Acquisition of approximately 89 acres from the Salt Valley Watershed
District. Included i s a dam and a 20- acre reservoir constructed as
a part of the upper Salt Creek Watershed Protection Program .
Total Project Cost: $27 ,979 . 00
Federal Fund Share: $13,989 . 50
Reimburseriients :
$13, 989 . 50

5.

Title : Acquisition of Addition to Rock Creek Station
Description : Acquisit i on of approximately 120 acres in Jefferson County, adjacent
to other land previously acquired for outdoor recreation, including
the original Rock Creek Station site on the Oregon Trail.
Total Project Cost : $21,000.00
Federal Fund Share: $10,500 . 00
Reimbursements :
$10,500 . 00

Political Subdivisions
l.

Title : Construction of a Municipal Swimming Pool - Alliance
Partici pant : City of A11 i ance
'Description : Construction of an 11 L11 shaped pool (7,750 sq . ft.), wading pool and
bathhouse .
Project Cost : . $197,960 .00
Federal Share: $. 76 ,550.00 (50% of approved project ceiling of $153,100)
State Share:
$ 38,275 . 00 (25% of approved project ceiling of $153,100)
Page 21

2.

Title: Kimball City and County Park and Rec reation Area
Participant: Kimball County as trustee fo r City and County of Kimball
Description: Development of the Ki mbal l Ci ty and County Park and Recreation Area
was executed in three phases and included the following elements:
4 ballfields (2 lighted), bleachers and dugouts ; restroom- concession
building ; 9- hole grass green golf course; an irrigation well and
buried sprinkler system for the go l f course, ballfield, picnic and
administration areas ; seeding of 85 acres to grass for future
expans i on of the golf course; field archery range with 28 targets;
trap r ange with 4 traps ; double tennis court; shuffleboard court ;
picnic facilities; admi nis tration building ; maintenance building ;
interior r oads; parking lots, and landscaping and nursery.
Project Cost: $247,927.89
Federal Share: $123 ,963 . 94
sfateshare: $ 61,981.97

3.

Title: Development of Lacy Park - Scottsbluff
Participant: City of Scottsbluff
Description : Development included construction of two baseball fields for ei ther
softball or standard baseball use, two model airplane flying circles,
a playg r ound area, a picnic area, a well for potable water supply,
two shelte r houses and a restroom with sto rage . Seedi ng , landscaping,
and fencing were als o a part of this project.
Project Cost : $53,050.81
Federal Share : $26,500 . 00 (50 % of app roved project ceiling of $53,000.00)
State Share:
$13,250 . 00 (25% of approved project ceiling of $53,000 . 00

4.

Title : Addition to City Park - Ewing
Participant: Village of Ewing
Description: The Village of Ewing acquired 8. 6 ac res, more or less, of land in fee
simple title, with no legal rights retained by any othe r pe rs on or
organ iz ation .
Project Cost: $6, 400 . 00
Federal Share : $3,200.00
State Share:
$1,600 . 00

5.

Title: Acquisition of Chappell Pa r k and Rec reati on Area
Pa r t icipant: City of Chappell
Desc ri pti on: Acquisition of 216.97 acres of land at Chappell Interchange on Interstate
80 f or development of a reg i onal ou t doo r recreation area.
Project Cost: $67,760.38
Federal Share: $24, 01 2. 50 (50% of appra i sed value of $48,025 .00)
State Share:
$12,006.25 (25% of app raised value of $48,025.00)

6.

Title: Development of a Bikeway System - Omaha
Pa r ticipant : City of Omaha
Desc rip tion : Development and marking of 65 mi le s of bike trail: 5 miles were
designated on ci ty streets and bou leva rds ; approximately 11 miles
on park streets or sidewalks ; and 3 miles of 6-foot wide asphalt
mat t rai ls were constructed and marked in parks . A total of l ,288
signs and 516 posts we re i nstalled to delineate the tra i l.
Project Cost : $33,437.28
Fede ral Share: $16 , 718 .64
State Share:
$ 8,359 . 32
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7.

Title: Ainsworth Municipal Recreation Area
Participant: City of Ainsworth
Description: Conversion of nine - hole sand -green golf course to grass greens , with
irrigation syste1;1.
Project Cost : $29 ,424 . 36
Federal Share: $14,712 . 18
State Share:
$ 7,356.09

8. Title : Centennial Park Development - Seward
Participant : City of Seward
Description: Development of Centennial Park by installing a restroom, two picnic
shelters , drinking fountains , area lighting, picnic tables and grills,
playground equipment, roads, seeding, and landscaping.
Project Cost : $33 ,489.80
Federal siiare : $16,744.90
State Share : $ 8,372.45
9.

10 .

Title : Expansion of Randolph City Park and Recreation Area
Participant: City of Randolph
Description : The City of Randolph acquired 10 . 4 acres of land in 2 parcels for
public outdoor recreation adjacent to the existing city park .
Project Cost : $7,000.00
Federal Share : $3,125.00 (50% of appraised value of $6,250.00)
State Share : $1,562.50 (25% of appraised value of $6,250.00)
Title: Development of Village Park - Eustis
Participant: Village of Eustis
Description: Facilities completed under the project include a 24 -foot by 42 - foot
combination restroom-shelter building, 2 large picnic tables and
2 waist - high fireplaces mounted on concrete platforms. Underground
utilities were also in stalled to service the restroom-shelter facility .
Project Cost: $5,362 . 60
Federal Share: $2 , 500 . 00 (50% of $5,000.00 approved project ceiling)
State Share:
$1, 250 .00 (25% of $5 , 000.00 approved project ceiling)

11 .

Title : Construction of a Park Shelter-Creighton
i5arffcipant : Village of Creighton
Description : Construction of a park shelter and installation of picnic tables ,
park benches and f ireplaces.
Project Cost : $2 ,025 . 73
Federal siiare: $1,000.00 (50% of approved project ceiling of $2,000.00)
State Share : $ 500.00 (25% of approved project ceiling of $2,000.00)

Summar of Land and Water Conservation Fund Projects .i!:!._ Progress but not completed .i!:!._ 1969 .
Includes those projects which have been approved by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and
for which federal funds have been obligated)
State Projects
l . Title : Acquisition of Lands for Indian Cave State Park
Description : Acqui sition of 2,075 acres , more or less, in Richardson and Nemaha
counties for a major state park in southeastern Nebraska .
Total Project Cost: .
$300,000 .00
Approved Federal Share : $150,000 . 00
Federal Funds Obligated : $150 , 000 . 00
Reimbursements :
$ 9, 340 . 74
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2.

Title: Acquisition of Lands for Enlargement of Ponca State Park
Description: Acquisition of 427 acres, mo re or less, contiguous to Ponca State Park .
Total Project Cost:
$43,350.00
Ap~roved Federafshare:
$21,675 .00
Fe eral Funds Obligated: $21,675.00
Reimbursements:
$18,720.00
Status: All but one pa r cel consisting of 75 acres, more or less, has been acquired.

3.

Ti tle: Acqu i sition of Rec reat i on Lands for Salt-Wahoo Dam 18
Desc r iption: Acqu i sition of approxi mately 3,000 acres of recreati on land -0n Branched
Oak Reservoir .
Total Project Cost:
$698,000.00
Approved Federal Share:
$349,000 .00
Federal Funds Obligated: $349,000.00
Re i mbursements :
$346 ,630 . 00
Status: All lands have been acquired. Final judgments have not been made on two
tracts under condemnation by the Corps of Engineers .

4.

Title: Development of Johnson Lake State Recreation Area
Desc ription: Development of west inlet and southeast shore by constructi ng
roads , parking lots, comfort stations, boat ramp, and other
facilities .
Total Project Cost:
$109,180 .00
Approved Fede ra'ishare:
$ 54 ,590 . 00
Federal Funds Obligated: $ 54,590.00
Re i mbursements:
$ 23 ,886 . 54
Status: All development work comp l eted . Final billing and final progress report to
be submitted duri ng ea rl y 1970 ,

5. Title : Acquisition and Development of Platte Valley State Wayside Areas
Description: Development of Wa r Axe, Cheyenne, and Union Pacific state wayside areas
i n the Platte Valley for intensive day use . Developments inclutj,e
toilets, ar ea l i ghts, picni c tables, fireg r ates, sanita ry facil fzties,
shelters, playg round equipment , gravel roads, park i ng lots , wate r
system, and fencing.
Total Pr oje ct Cost:
$65 ,870. 00
Approved FederaTsha re : $32 ,935 .00
Federal Funds Obligated: $32,935 . 00
Re i mbu rsements:
$27 ,156 . 64
Status: All developmen t work completed , Proj ect will be closed out with submission
of f i nal bi ll i ng and fina l prog r ess report.
6.

Ti t l e: Gr and Island Road Ranch Development
Descr iption: Development of an 88-acre area in the NE quadrant of the Grand Island
In t erchange of Interstate 80 f or a majo r state wayside area al ong
Inte rstate 80 . Facil i t i es i nclude primary utilities, maintenance
bu i lding, showe r -latrine bu i ld i ng , toilets, information build i ng,
s helte rs, irri gation and potable wate r system, and foot paths .
Total Project Cos t:
$240,000 . 00
Ap~ roved Federal Share:
$120,000 . 00
Fe eral Funds Obl i gated : $120,000 . 00
Reimburseme nts :
$ 95,579 . 95
Status : Deve l opment work vi rtually comp l ete with a few items i dentified i n
engineeri ng i nspecti on to be corrected. Area will open for publ i c use
i n spri ng of 1970 .
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7.

Title: Martin Bay Development - Lake Mcconaughy
Desc ription: Development of the Martin Gay Area on the north shore of Lake McConauqhy,
Keith County, :)ebraska . Developments will include site preparation,
parking lots , interior roads, sanitary facilities, picnic area equipment,
electric power, boat docks, signs, and seeding.
$130 ,020.00
Total Project Cost :
$ 65,010.00
Approved Federa"lshare:
Federal Funds Obligated: $ 65,010.00
$ 32,046.52
Reimbursements:
Status: All development work completed and project will be closed out in early 1970.

8.

Title: Branched Oak Reservoir Development
Description: Development of interior roads and parking lots, campgrounds, picnic
areas , boat ramps and docks , swimming beaches, toilets, wells . lights ,
and fencing.
$290 ,396.00
Total Project Cost:
$145,198. 00
Approved Federais-hare:
Federal Funds Obligated: $145, 198.00
$101,386 .37
Reimbursements:
Status: Work i dentified under Segments l and 2 virtually complete. Segment 3 work
will be started in spring of 1970 .

9.

Title: Chadron State Park Development
Description: Construction of three restrooms including sewage disposal and underground
electrical utilities at Chadron State Park.
$52,000.00
Total Project Cost:
$26 , 000 .00
Approved Federalshare:
Federal Funds Obligated: $26,000.00
$21,949.81
Reimbursements:
Status: All project development work completed. Project will be closed out with
final bil l i ng and final progress report.

10. Title: Camp Area and Group Camp - Ponca State Park
Description: Development of campground, group camp, and day--use areas by installing
shower and restroom buildings, electrical system, tables, fireplaces,
service building , utilities , roads, and parking.
$269,440 . 00
Total Project Cost:
$134,720.00
Approved FederalShare:
$ 74.500.00
Obligated:
Funds
Federal
;Jo ne ·
Reimbursements:
Status: Bids are currently being reviewed on camp area, shower-latrine buildings ,
and electrical service.
11. Title: Gibbon Road Ranch Development
Description: Development of Gibbon Roa d Ranch State vJayside Area in Buffalo County
for ca~ping (70 - unit capacity) and day-use activities. Facilities
included under the project are utilities, toilet buildings, maintenance
building, change buildings, shelter houses, landscaping , interior
roads, parking lots, canping pads , and picnic facilities.
$345 , 770.00
Total Project Cost:
$172 ,885.00
Approved FederalShare:
Federal Funds Obliqated: $1 07 ,575.50
$ 2,256.43
Reimbursements:
Status: Work is well under way on this project and developments are approximately
50% complete.
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Political Subdivision Projects
l.

Title: Deve lopment of CommunHy Park and Camp Area for Howells
Participant: Village of Howells
Description: The existing city park will be developed by constructing a municipal
swimming pool and re lated f acilities under Segment 1 and wi ll provide
picnic facilities, playground equipment, lighting , water, ice-skating
ri nk , parking area, signs , and landscaping under Segment 2.
Total Project Cost:
$137,750.00
Approved Cost sfiares:
$ 68,875.00 Federal
$34,437,50 State
Funds Obligated Phase.!_: $ 40,000.00 Federal
$20,000.00 State
Reimbursements :
None
Status: Plans and specifications prepared and ~nder review.

2.

Title: Development of a Three-Acre Park for Vill~~e of Table Rock
Participant: Village of Table Rock
Description : The existing villa ge park will be developed by installing a restroomshelter building, picnic and playground equipment.
Total Project Cost :
$8,500.00
Approved Cost sfiares:
$4,250 .00 Federal
$2,125.00 State
Funds Obligated :
$4,250.00 Federal
$2,125.00 State
No ne
Reimbursements:
Status: Plans and specificati ons were prepared but not accepted by the Village.
Revised documen ts are currently be ing prepared . No work started.

3.

Title: Land of the Prairie Pioneer Outdoor Recreation Area
Participant: Hall County
Description: Development of about 60 ac r es for picnicking, camping, nature study,
walk i ng and sightsee i ng on the south side of the Stuhr Museum property
at the i nte rsection of Highways 34 and 281, 3½ miles no rth of
·
Interstate 80. App roxi mately 6 acres will be acquired for an
entrance area.
Total Project Cost:
$125,150.00
Approved Cost sfiares:
$ 62,575 .00 Federa l
$31,287.50 State
Funds Obl i gated:
$ 62,575.00 Federal
$31,287.50 State
Reimbursements :
$ 35,430 . 40 Federal
$16,829 .45 State
Status: All wo r k ha s been completed except the natu re trail; surfacing of roads
and camp ing ar ea ; wate r hyd ran t s, l andscapi ng, shelters, playground
equipmen t, and ballfields.

4.

Title : Acquisiti on of a Regional Metr opolitan Park - Omaha
Participant: City of Omaha
Descr iption: Acquisit i on of 355 acres, mo re or less, f or a regio nal ·metropolitan
park along the west side of Big Papio Cre~k on the northwest edge of
Omaha i n the vi ci ni ty of · 120th and Fort .
Total Project Cost:
$386 ,988.00
Approved Cost sfiares:
$193,494 . 00 Federal
$103,125.00 State
Funds Obl igated:
$193,494 . 00 Federal
$103,125.00 State
Reimbursements:
$193,494.00 Federal
$103,125.00 State
Status: Property acquired by condemna tion . Final judgments pending action on
appeals to Di s trict Court.

5.

Title: Acqu is itio n of 193 Acres f or a Metropolitan Park - Omaha
Pa r ticipant: City of Omaha
Descr iption: Acquisition of 193 acres, mo re or less, for a metropolitan pµrk along
along the west side of Big Pap i llion Creek immediately southeast of
Ralston and in the vici nity of 72nd and Harrison Streets.
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Total Project Cost:
$233,430,00
Approved Cost Shares:
$116,715.00 Federal
$58,357.50 State
Funds Obligated:
$116,715,00 Federal
$58,357.50State
Reimbursements:
$104,200,00 Federal
$49,495. OOState
Status: The City of Omaha ha s acquired 130.73 acres in 5 parcels at a cost of
$210,400. Cost sharing was limited to $208,400 because the city paid
$2,000 more than the apprai sed value , The city has 63 . 7 acres left to
acquire divided i nto 2 parcels at an estimated cost of $75,500 which
will exceed the project ceiling about $50,000.
6. Title: Holmes Park Development - Li ncoln
Participant : City of Lincoln
Descriptio n: Fur ther development of Holmes Park in east Lincoln. Project
includes paving of i nte ri or roads and four parking lots , lighting
of interior roads, area lighting, landscaping, fencing, shelters,
and playfields.
Total Project Cost :
$207,800 . 00
Approved Cost Shares:
$103,900 .00 Federal
$51,950.00 State
Funds Obligated:
$103,900.00 Federal
$51,950.00 State
Re i mbursements :
$ 89,975 . 79 Federal
$42,738.00 State
Status: All wo r k has been completed. Project will be closed out with audit, final
progress report, and final billing.
7,

Title: Development of East Pa r k and West Park - Harvard
Participa nt: Village of Ha rvard
Descripti on : Installation of pi cnic she lters, playground equipment, and picnic
facilities in East Pa r k; ballfield lighting, bleachers, dugouts,
storage building , and fe nc i ng in West Park.
Total Project Cost:
$20,363 . 00
App roved Cost Shares:
$10,181 . 50 ~ederal
$5,090.75 State
Funds Obligated :
$10,181.50 Federal
$5,090.75 State
Re i mbursements :
$ 5,439.50 Federal
$3,943.66 State
Status: All wo r k i n East Park has been completed. All work in West Park
completed except fo r irrigation system, fencing, dugouts, and storage
building ,

8.

Ti tle: Development of Crofton Muni ci pal Park
Pa rticipa nt : City of Crofton
Descri ption: Development of 16 . 5 ac res as a community park and recreation
area by installati on of well, water distribution system, sewer
system, lighting system, swimming pool and related facilities,
playground equipment, and landscaping.
Total Project Cost:
$84,000.00
Approved Cost Shares:
$42,000 . 00 Federal
$21,000.00 State
Funds Obligated:
$42,000 . 00 Federal
$21,000.00 State
Reimbursements:
$ 2,520 . 72 Federal
$1,197.35 State
Status: The swimming pool and wading pool tanks and plumbing are completed.
The bathhouse and fi ltering system approximately 50 percent completed.
Project should be completed by May l, 1970 .

9.

Title: Development of Trailer and Tent Camp Area - Schuyler
Participant : City of Schuyler
Description : The City of Schuyler i n Colfax County will develop a 30-ac re area
as a campsite by installing i nterior roads and spurs, restroom
facilities, water system including a well, lighting, and underground
wiri ng .
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Total Project Cost:
$10,000 . 00
Approved Cost Shares:
$ 5,000 . 00 Federal
$2,500.00 State
Funds Ob li gated:
$ 5,000 . 00 Fede ra l
$2,500.00 State
Reimbursements:
$1,219.29 Federal
$ 579.16 State
Status: All work completed except for water system and completion of restroom
buildi ng (75% complete) .
10 . Title: Development of Genoa Mun i ci pal Pa r k
Participant: City of Genoa
Descri ption: Further development of the existing city park within the city l i mits
of Genoa by i nstalling picn i cking facilities, camping area, playground
equipment, water supply, and sanitary facilities, renovating a
swinging bri dge , landscap i ng, comb i nation tennis court and ice rink,
wa r ming shed , lighting, and i nte rpretive market .
Total Project Cost:
$29,800.00
Approved Cost Shares:
$14 ,900,00 Federa l
$7,450.00 State
Funds Obl igated:
$14,900 . 00 Fede ral
$7,450.00 State
Reimburs ements:
$ 8,827 . 78 Feder al
$4,193.21 State
Status : All work has been completed exceot t he domestic wate r well, tennis
court, interpretive ma r ket , swingi ng br idge, and la ndscap i ng.
11. Ti tle: Improvement of a Mun icipal Pa r k - Camb ri dge
Par ticipant: City of Camb ri dge
Descripti on: The Cambridge Mun i cipal Park wi ll be i mp roved by i nstalling tenn i s
courts, s hu ffle board cou r ts? restroom bu il di ng with storage space,
interior roads, and pa r ki ng lots, lake development, unde rgr ound
wiring, playg round equ i pment , picnic faci lities and landscaping.
Total Project Cost:
$30,000 . 00
Approved Cost Shares:
$15 ,000 . 00 Fede r al
$7,500 . 00 State
Funds Obl igated:
$15 ,000 . 00 Federal
$7,500.00 State
Re imbursements:
$12,247 , 09 Fede ral
$5,817 . 37 State
St atus : Al 1 wo r k has been completed except f or application of soil sterilant
and ben t on i te t o l ake ,
12 . Titl e: Mun i cipal Swi mmi ng Pool - Ashl and
Participant: City of Ashl an d
Descri ptio n: Constructi on of swi mmi ng pool , bathhouse, wading pool , and related
f acil iti es .
Total Project Cost :
$74,900 . 00
App r oved Cost Shares :
$37,450 . 00 Fede ral
$18,725. 00 State
Funds Obl i gated:
$37,450 . 00 Fede r al
$18,725.00 State
Rei mbu r sements:
$33, 035 .80 Federal
$15 ,692 . 01 State
Stat us: The project i s completed except for the electric moto r for the_
rec irc ulati ng system wh ich will be i nsta lled ne xt spring when the
poo l is put i nto ope ra t i on,
13. Title: Mun i cipal Swi mmi ng Pool - Valley
Partici pan t: City of Val ley
Descripti on: The city wil l cons tr uct a mun ici pa l swi mming pool, wading pool,
bathhouse and related fac i l i ties i n the existing City Pa r k.
Tota l Proje ct Cost:
$65,300 . 00
App roved Cost Shares:
$32,65 0. 00 Fede r al
$16,325.00 State
Funds Obl i gated:
$32,650 . 00 Federal
$16,325.00 State
Re i mbu rs ements:
None
Status: The swimmi ng pool tank is installed with some ba ckfilling completed.
Actual construction was started very late i n fall .
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14. Title: Construction of Bathhouse - Friend
Pa r ticipant: City of Fri end
Description : The City of Fri end will construct a new bathhouse and related facilities
to service the existing pool.
$18 ,500.00
Total Project Cost:
$4,625.00 State
$ 9,250.00 Federal
Approved Cost Shares:
$4,625.00 State
$ 9, 250.00 Federal
Funds Obl i gated:
$2,943.62 State
$6,197.10 Federal
Re i mbursements:
Status: All work has been completed except for a few miscellaneous items. The
facility was in use last summer .
15 . Title: Arthur Vi llage and County Development - Swimming Pool
Participant : Arthur County and the Village of Arthur
Desc ri ption : The Village of Arthur and Arthur County will construct a municipal
swimming pool , wading pool, bathhouse and related facilities on
land in the Village of Arthur which is owned jointly by the village
and county.
$32,000.00
Total Project Cost :
$8,000.00 State
$16,000.00 Federal
res:
Sha
Cost
App r oved
$8,000.00 State
Federal
00
.
$16,000
igated:
Obl
Funds
None
Reimbursements :
Status: Plans and specificatio ns approved and ready to let bids.
16. Title: Municipal Park Development - Pierce
Participant : City of Pierce
Description : The city will i mprove Gi lman Park by constructin g a 13-acre lake, a
well , and roads and by i nstalling picnic facilities, playground
equipment, and landscap i ng .
.
$65,500.00
Total Project Cost:
$16,375.00 State
Federal
00
.
$32,750
Shares:
Cost
Approved
$16,375.00 State
Federal
$32,750.00
Funds Obligated:
None
Re i mbu rsements:
Status: Plans and specificatio ns for the lake excavation and well have been approved
and bids let . Excavation is about 25 to 30 percent completed.
17 . Title: Frank Park Baseball Diamo nds (Development)
Participant : City of Scottsb 1uff
Descripti on: The city will develop four ballfields (unlighted) , construct a
restroom-concession building, and provide parking facilities in
Frank Park .
$30,250.00
Total Project Cost:
$7,562.50 State
$15 , 125 . 00 Federal
Approved Cost Shares:
$7 ,. 562 . 50 State
$15,125.00 Federal
Funds Obl igated:
None
Reimbursements :
Status : Plans and specificatio ns approved and contract let for all work except
ballfield lighting . Const.ruction is being delayed due to problems in
vacating a street.
18 . Tit le: Alma Outdoor Recreation Development
Participant : City of Alma
Description : The City of Alma will expand and improve their existinq nine - hole
golf course by relocating and constructin g two new grass greens
and by converting the other seven sand greens and the practice green
to grass. An underground irrigation system will also be installed.
$29 ,000.00
Total Pr oject Cost:
$7,250.00 State
$14,500.00 Federal
Approved Cost Shares:
$7,250.00 State
$14,500.00 Federal
Funds Obl igated:
None
Reimbu rsements:
Status: Project agreement sent to city for signature. Development of plans and
specificatio ns will begin immediately .
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19. Title:

Municipal Swimming Pool - Gretna
Pa r ticipant: Vi llage of Gretna
Desc ripti on: The city will construct a swimming pool, wading pool, bathhouse and
related facilities i n the existing city park.
Total Project Cost:
$81,000.00
Approved Cost Shares:
$40,500.00 Federal
$20,250.00 State
Funds Obl igated:
$40,500 . 00 Federal
$20,250,00 State
Reimbursements:
None
Status: The swimming pool tank and · f ootings for the bathhouse have been installed.
Actual construction was started very late in the fall.

20. Title: Development of Municipal Park - Wahoo
Participant: City of Wahoo
Desc r iption: The city will further develop the municipal pa r k by installing a
restro om-s helter building and a tennis court-ice skating rink .
Total Project Cost:
$20,000.00
Approved Cost sfiares:
$10,000.00 Federal
$5,000.00 State
Funds Obligated:
$10,000.00 Federal
$5,000.00 State
Reimbursements:
None
Status: Plans and specifications we re prepared and bids taken. The cost was too
high so documents are being revised. No work started.
21 . Title: Acqui sition and Development of Village Park - Uehling
Participant: Vi llage of Uehling
Des cri ption: The village will acquire approximately 24 acres of land for a village
park and develop the area by installing restrooms, roads, utilities,
picnicking and li mi ted campi ng facilities.
Total Project Cost:
$21,120.00
App roved Cost Shares:
$10,560.00 Federal
$5,280.00 State
Funds Obligated:
$10,560.00 Federal
$5,280.00 State
Re i mbursements:
$ 3,670.00 Federal
$1,743.25 State
Status : The village has acquired the land (24.4 acres). Construction plans
specificati on s are be i ng prepared for development.
22 . Titl e: Northeast Lincoln Pa r k - Acqu i si tion
Pa rticipa nt: Ci ty of Li nco l n
Desc ri ption: The city wil l acqu ire approx i mately 232 acres of land adjacent to
the Have l ock area in no rtheast Lincoln. Future development is expected
to i nclude a swi mming pool, game courts and fiel ds, 18-hole golf
course, pi cnic area, playgrounds, winter sports areas, roads, parking,
an d landscaping .
Total Project Cost:
$300,000 . 00
Approved Cost Shares:
$150,000 . 00 Fede ral
$75,000 . 00 State
Funds Obl igated:
$150 ,000 . 00 Federa l
$75,000.00 State
Re i mbu rsemen ts:
None
Status: Appra i sals have been completed on t hi s land and the University Regents have
approved sale to the Ci ty of Lincoln. The land is currently be i ng surveyed
to determine correct ac reage.
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FEDERAL AID TO FISH AND WILDLIFE RESTORATION
A major portion of the fish and wildlife restoration work undertaken by this
department is accomplished under the Federal Aid Fish and Wildlife Restoration
acts. The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, commonly referred to
as the Pitmann-Robertson progran, provides that receipts received from an 11 percent
federal excise tax levied against firearms and ammunition be apportioned annually
to the states ah~ territories for wildlife restoration. Companion legislation
was passed in 1950 when the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act (Dinqell Johnson program) was approved. The Dingell-Johnson Act provides that rece~pts from
a 10 percent federal excise tax on fishing equipment be apportioned annually to
the states and territories for fish restoration.
The general types of projects that can be undertaken are prescribed. Before
a project is initiated the state must submit detailed plans to the administering
federal agency, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wi 1dl if e, for approva 1 . The work
is then performed at state expense after which 75 percent of the state~s costs
are reimbursed from the state's apportionment which is determined according to a
prescribed formula.
During 1969, $571,159.68 was made available by the Pittman-Robertson Program
to Nebraska for game related activities. The Dingell ~Johnson program earmarked
$127,907.07 for work pertaining to fisheries . These monies are available for
obligation for two years, after which any unobligated money reverts to the Secretary
of the Interior. No such loss has occurred in Nebraska in the past 13 years.
During 1969, expenditures were as follows:
Land Acquisition
FW-10-L-9

-

Piller Tract

$ 3,398.42

W-37-L -8

-

Lindsay Tract

$14,000.00

$17 ,398.42

Development
Fisheries Development, F- 7- D

$76 ,634.12

Habitat Restoration, W-17'- D

$179 ,585.02

Sacramento-Wilcox Game Management
Area, W-23- D

$31,533.15

Plattsmouth Waterfowl Management Area
W-29-D

$ 22,773.50

Construction of Office/Laborato ry
Building, FW- 11-D

$ 1,560.00

$312,085.79

Research
Fisheries Research, F-4-R

$ 72,656.21

Wildlife Survey & Investigations ,
W-15-R

$163,844.75

Research Studies on Terrestrial
Wildlife, W~38-R

$ 61,470.11
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$297,971.07

Coord i nation
Fish & Wildlife Management Co-ordination,
FW-6-C

$ 20,783.18

TOTAL EXPENDITURES . . . .

$648,238 .46
COMMERCIAL FIS HERIES

The Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act of 1964 provides aid
to the states and territories i n the development of their comme rcial fisheries.
Projects funded under this act must be directed toward an economic improvement
of the domestic commercial fishing industry. Such projects should ultimately
improve the productivity of t he processor or fisherman, expedite the diversification
of an existing industry or the establ i shmen t of a new i ndustry , or lead to increased
consumption of domestic fishery products .
The one project in Nebraska funded under t his program is designed to provide
more efficient ultilization of undesirab ·le species, such as carpsuckers and gizzard
shad . The feasibility of trapping and mar keting large numbers of rough fish is
being tested on the North Platte Rive r at Lake Mcconaughy. Expenditures i n 1969
were $25,598.81 of which fede r al fund s paid 75 percent.
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREAT ION PLANN ING
The senior ou tdoor recreation planner resig ned i n Ap ril and could not be
replaced until Decembe r. One of the assista nt planners was i ndu cted into the armed
forces in 1968, and the positi on was he l d open during 1969. The other assistant
planner was not hired until De cembe r 15, 1969 . Thus, t he planning section was
without staff during most of t he year .
Major activities and accompl is hments du r ing 1969 incl uded the following:
(1)

Condensation and publication of Outdoo r Recreation for Nebraska - A
Comp rehensive Plan . Thi s 6O-page publication will be di strib uted to
ci vic cl ubs, city offici als, and others who do not need the techni cal
detail of the total plan.

(2)

Participation on the deve l opment wo r k grou~ of the State Water Plan
being prepared by the Soil and Water Conservation Commiss ion .

(3)

Participation in t he Lower Platte Basin Study being conducted by the
Soil and Water Conservati on Commi ssion .

(4)

Continuation of work on the Compr ehens ive Fis h and Wildlife Plan
although highly limited by staff . Dr aft copies of the fish and wi ldlife
inventory volumes were completed and are being edited for f inal review
and publication , Substanti al work was also completed on the volume
dealing with envi ronmen t al changes and demand f or fis h and wildlife
resources .
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F I S HER I ES
Main responsibility of the Fisheries Division is to provide for perpetuation,
development, and utilization of the aquatic renewable resources of Nebraska . These
renewable resources include some hundred species of fish, plus frogs, turtles, crayfish,
and freshwater mussels. Aquatic habitat which supports these species includes 560
permanent streams of 11,000 miles, plus 281 artificial public lakes and reservoirs
totaling 123 ,000 acres, about 17,000 private ponds of 30,000 acres, and 222 natural
lakes totaling 38,000 acres.
The objectives of the division are to assure perpetuation and to control utilization
of these renewable resources and their habitats for the benefit of man . These activities
are carried out by the following main sections: Administration, Fish Production , Fish
Management, and Special Projects .
Administration
The administrative section plans, organizes, directs, and controls activities of the
division . Other admin i strative activities include maintenance of basic business records,
personnel records, statewide stocking reco rds, and general files, All special fishery
permits are also issued. During 1969, these permits issued include, 154 Missouri River
seining vendor, 197 bait vendor, 4 private minnow hatchery, 16 game fish hatchery,
14 commercial put- and - take, 4 nonres i dent fish dealer, and 14 scientific collection permit.
Fish Production
Fish for stocking Nebraska waters are produced at 5 state production stations,
including Gretna, just off Interstate 80 ; Grove Trout Rearing Station , 2 miles northeast
of Royal ; North Platte Fish Producti on Station, 4 miles southeast of North Platte :. Rock
Creek Fish Production Station, 5 miles north of Parks , and the Valentine Station, 2 miles
northeast of Valentine. Fish for stocking are also obtained through activities of the
Salvage and Distribution Station located at North Platte . In addition to fish produced
in Nebraska facilities and from salvage and seining operations, fish are obtained from
the federal service and other states through fish trades.
Gretna Hatchery
The transportation, holding, and redistribution of catchable-size rainbow from Grove
and Rock Creek to the Two Rivers Trout Lake is a major activity of this station. These
fish are moved to Gretna in large numbers and redistributed to the trout lake as needed.
In addition to trout operations, the Gretna unit rears warmwater fish and redistributes
fish obtained through trades from state , federal , and out-of-state hatcheries. Coho
salmon eggs were hatched at the unit during 1969 .
Fish production for the year totaled 210,967
salmon, largemouth bass, and channel catfish. An
outside sources were stocked out or redistributed
largemouth bass, channel catfish, chain pickerel,

warm and coldwater fish , including coho
additional 951,932 fish obtained from
including rainbow trout, rock bass,
and walleye.

Major renovation of rearing ponds , started in the fall of 1968, was completed during
the year . However, only 3 ponds were completed in time to be used in the production
program for 1969 .
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Grove Trout Rear i ng Stati on
This unit continued to produce trout fo r sto cking at the Two Rivers Trout Lake and
no r theast Nebraska trout streams. Some 69,618 t rout , weighing 29 ,639 pounds, were
stocked during the year . Planning and enginee ri ng des i gn for additiona l rearing facilities
were completed , with constructi on to be ca r ri ed out du r ing 1970 .
In addition to fish production, buildings and grounds we re maintained and improved.
Also , 26 truck loads of broken concrete were hau l ed to stream locations to stabilize
banks .
North Pla t te Hatche ry
Producti on included northern pike, walleye , smallmouth bass, striped bass , and
golden shiners . Hatchery propagati on of nort hern pi ke, walleye, and smallmouth bass
origina t ed with the collection of eggs or f ry f r om establ i shed popula ti ons of these
speci es in state waters. Striped bass f ry we re obtai ned fr om South Ca rol i na and Vi r ginia
th rough fish trades . Golden shiner brood sto ck was obta i ned from a priva t e hatchery .
Northern pike eggs were col l ected f rom pi ke popu l ations i n Nebraska' s Sand Hi l l
Lakes and were transpoited to this un i t fo r hatchi ng and rear ing . A total of 4 ,371 ,750
fry and eyed eggs was hatched from 9, 135,000 green eggs . Fi ngerling production totaled
907,829 fish .
Walleye eggs were obtained f rom Maloney and Mcconau ghy and f rom Mi nnesota .
Approxi mately 11,220 ,000 eggs wer e hand l ed at the hatche ry . Extra eggs and fry we re
traded to federal and other state organ iz ati on s . Rearing ponds produced l ,000,836 f ingerling
walleye.
Smallmouth bass fry were collected at Mcconaughy Rese rvoir.
produced 127,168 fingerling smallmouth.

Seven rea r ing ponds

A total of 19,699 golden shine r mi nnows was stocked i n selected wate r s fo r use as
fo r age f i s h.
Experi ments in the produ ct i on of str iped bass f inger l i ngs continued i n 1969 , Fry
were ob ta ined from South Carol i na and Vi r gi ni a . Be cau se of adver se weathe r cond i t i ons,
wh i ch produ ced water temperatures below the mi ni mum to l eran ce , produ ct i on was l i mi ted
to 869 fi ngerlings .
Rock Creek Ha tc hery
Thi s un i t conti nued to ha t ch and r ea r rainbow t rout . Fi nge r ling t r out are r ea red to
catchable s ize for stock i ng Two Rive rs Trout La ke . Fi ngerling trout are al so t ransferred
to Grove Rea ri ng St ati on and prov i ded fo r stocking st reams . Coho salmon eggs we re
recei ved l ate i n t he yea r for ha tching . Warmwater f i sh pr oduction was l i mi t ed to rock
bass duri ng the yea r. A to t al of 334,460 f is h was pr oduced and stocked or transferred
i ncluding 156 , 443 r ainbow, 92,070 coho salmon , and 85 ,947 rock bass . In add i tion to
fish producti on buildings, rearing un i ts, and grounds were ma i ntained du ri ng the year .
Valen ti ne Hat chery
Th is hatchery continued to rear nume rou s speci es of fi sh includ i ng no r thern pike,
Kentucky spotted ba ss, la r gemouth bas s, rock bass, blueg il l, redea r sun fi sh , yellow
perch , and coho salmon. Northe rn pi ke eggs we r e supplied fo r the enti re st ate and f or
use i n t rade s with other states and the f ede ral servi ce . App roximately 27,340 ,000 pike
eggs were taken in 1969. In add i t i on , 625,478 f i sh were handled during the year i ncluding
fish produced and stocked and tran sferred to oth er hatche r ies , received f r om othe r
hatche r ies , and stocked and salvaged fi sh. In add iti on to f ish pr oducti on , nume r ous
imp rovements were made on reari ng ponds , wh i le bu i ldi ngs, grounds , and equ ipment were
repai red and maintained .
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Sa l vage and Di stribution
This project involves salvage of fish f rom canals, collection of carp and bullheads
for put-and- take stock i ng, coa rse f i sh removal for sale , fish population sampling and
population man i pulation for fish management purposes, collection of fish for spawning
operations, and transportation of f i sh. During 1969, 31 lakes, canals, and reservoirs
were i nvolved i n the various f i sh removal and sampling operations . A total of 305,420
pounds of rough fish and 416,000 game f i sh we r e handled during the year , In addition ,
39 new nets were constructed , wh i le 46 nets we r e repaired including rehanging 4,750 feet
of sei ne . Normal maintenance of build i ngs, grounds, and equipment was carried out .
Fish Management
The f i she ry management secti on i s r espons ible for management of the aquatic renewable
resources and hab i tats of t he st ate . The primary objective is to produce the maximum
numbers of desirable speci es and s i zes of f ishes i n waters where fish population control
is practi cal . In wate rs where popula t ion control is not practical, in whole or in part ~
the pri ma ry objective i s to secur e i nformati on which is useful in developing the
de sirab l e fishes and i n achiev i ng util i zation of all f i shes. The attempt to achieve these
objectives i nvolves many activit i es i ncludi ng f i sh population surveys of lakes and streams,
creel census , fish taggi ng , hab i t at i mprovement , population manipulation , renovation , new
fi sh introducti ons , acqu i sit i on of new fi shing waters, recommendations, and assistance to
pri vate pond owners, and special stud i es ,
These acti vi t i es are ca r ried ou t by f i sh management personnel located in five district
offi ces, plus personne l on spec i al projects at Lewellen , Hastings and Columbus .
Fish Popul at i on Surveys
Su r veys are ca rried out on reservoi rs , l akes, ponds, and streams throughout the state .
They provi de information on fi sh popu l ati ons concernihg life cycles, relative abundance,
sizes, growth rates, surv i val of s tocked fish, opportuniti es for habitat improvement,
evaluati on of management techn i ques , and provide a basis for regulations . Surveys were
carri ed out on 97 lakes, totaling 42 ,743 ac res, and on 14 streams .
Creel Census
Creel census provides i nf orma ti on on use of vari ous waters by anglers and harvest .
Limi ted creel cen sus was ca rr "ed out on Pel i can Lake . A complete creel and pressure census
was mainta i ned on Two Rivers Trout Lake .
Fi sh Tagging
Th i s activity provi des i nf ormati on on stock i ng success, seasonal migration, harvest,
and population size . A total of 26 , 562 fi sh was tagged or otherwise marked during the
yea r. Speci es included rai nbow and brown t r out, largemouth bass, smallmouth bass , white
bass, northern pike , black and wh i te crappie , bluegill, flathead catfish , channel catfish,
carp, carpsucker, Sac ramento perch , coho salmon , walleye , and drum .
Habitat Improvement
Habitat improvements of va rying types were carried out on eight lakes and three
streams . Lake work involved spawning habitat, aeration to prevent winter kill, fertilization
to cont rol submergent weeds , and placement of brush shelters for fish attractors. Bank
stabi li zation was carri ed out on Ni ne Mile Creek , wing deflectors were installed on the
public ar ea of Long Pine Creek , and about two miles of Otter Creek was fenced .
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Population Manipulation
Carried out in waters where practical, this practice involves removing ro ugh fis h or
overpopulated game fish populati ons by nets. Objectives are to improve conditions for
survival of restocked fish and improve growth of remain i ng fish. This work was carried
out on 12 bodies of water totaling 1,072 acres , Species removed included bluegill , white
sucker, carp, carpsucker, and black bullhead ,
Renovation
Renovation is a form of population manipulation used in situations where fish
populations are completely unproductive of desira ble fish and good control over reinfestation
of undesirable fish is possible . In such work, the entire fish population is removed by
chemical treatment and desirable game fish are restocked . During the year, 9 public lakes
totalinq l ,160 acres were renovated. Included were Kimball Reservoir, Lake Ogallala,
and Smith Lake plus several smaller reservoi rs and gravel pits.
New Fi s h Species
They were introduced into several lakes. Some species were brought in from other
states while some were moved to different waters within the state. Species i nvolved
were Sacramento perch, muskellunge, white perch, no r thern pike, chain pickerel, emerald
shiner, striped bass, and rock bass . These fish were stocked in 12 lakes and 6 streams.
New Fishing Waters
No new fishing waters were acquired du r ing t he year.
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous activities included the presentati on of 23 programs to various groups
throughout the state. In addition, 50 admin istrati ve and special reports, concerning
management activities or related i n some way to fisheries, were completed ,
Pond Management
This project is concerned primarily with management of private fishing ponds in the
state. Management activities involve co-ordination with other state and fede ral groups,
promotion of pond management workshops throughout the state, providing pond owners with
technical assistance and management recommendati ons, an d the developmen t of publications,
leaflets, and articles on pond managemen t f or distribution t o pond owners.
Pond management workshops were held at Scottsbluff, Albion, Nel son, and Fairbury.
Programs on pond management we re presented to 8 groups during the yea r incl uding over 300
people.
During 1969, a total of 444 applications for pond stocking was received, with 370
totaling 1,643 acres approved for stocki ng. An additi onal 168 requests were received from
pond owners ~ksing f or technical assistance. A total of 26.3 acres was renovated and
restocked. There were 301,708 fish stocked i n ponds during the year.
Rough Fish Utilizati on
Work on t his project was primarily directed to research on developing methods for
increasing the utilizati on of fo od fishes in streams through development of i nfo rmation
on life history and population dynamics of species invol ved ,
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Approximately 37 mil es of streams were sampled with electro-fishing gear. A total
of 363 fish were tagged and 2,345 fish were marked by finclipping and returned to the
streams to secu re informati on on angler harvest, fish migrations, standing crops , and
possi ble shocker mortality and effects of pollution . Results indicate that possibly 25
to 50 percent of ca r p and ca rpsucker populations in streams are permanent residents of a
certain area, while other parts of the populations may move long or short distances
seasonally. Channel catfi sh move upstream into small streams in the spring with a mass
exodus downst ream duri ng October . Standing crop estimates for carp and carpsucker ranged
from 200 to l ,000 pounds pe r acre . Experimental stocking of northern pike fingerling in
small streams and drainage di t ches located in Pierce, Madison, Platte, Colfax, Dodqe,
Antelope , Holt, Merri ck , and Burt Counties , was evaluated,
Assistance and gu i dance was g·f ven fishery management personnel in designing fish
population sampl i ng progr ams and population studies . Some aid was rendered on local
pollu ti on problems that required i mmed i ate attention . Pollution sampling was co- ordinated
wi th the State Health Depa r tment . Ni ne programs were presented to inter ested parties.
Fi ve admi ni strati ve repo r t s and papers were written during the year .
Commerci al Fi she ry Inves t i qat l on s
The comme rcia l fis heries pr oj ect is con cerned with establishing the seasonal migration
and avai lab i lity of commer cial fis hes fr om Mcconaughy Rese r voir into the North Platte
Ri ver upstream . Obje ct i ves are to establ is h the season periods of movement of each
species of fi sh, the magnitude of th is movement, and the potential for annual harvest.
Info rmation on fish mi grati on i s collected at an electric barrier and fish trap l ocated
on the river about th ree mil es east of Lewellen .
During 1969, pe r iod s of seasonal movement we re established for several species, and
l i fe his tory info rmation was col l ected on a number of species . During the year, 10,856
f is h were collected i n the trap in cl uding rainbow trout, brown trout, walleye, wh i te bass ,
carp, ri ve r ca rpsucke r, qu i llback, gi zz ard shad, northern pike, largemouth bas s , channel
catf i sh, wh i te sucke r, longnose sucke r , coho salmon, and striped bass.
In addition to sampl i ng of fi sh at the r i ver trap, sampling of fish in Mcconaughy
was started in 1969 . Th e objecti ve i s to gain an understanding of the relationship between
mi grating and reser vo i r populations. Duri ng the late summer, 10,327 fish ·were collected
in the rese rvoi r and 7,676 were ma r ked for the pu r pose of being able to identify them as
ri ver mi grants i n 1970 .
Li mnology
This project is respon si bl e f or developing basic information on Nebraska f i shing
wate rs concerning l i mno l ogica1 f eatu res , i ncluding water quality , plankton and benth ·lc
organ i sms, and basi c pr oducti vity . Suppo r t i s also given fish management and fish
producti on prog r ams on spec i al ized s tud i es . During 1969 , activities were curtailed by
a reduction in the tempo r ary sta f f and resi gnation of the assistant limnologist. Sampling
i n regard to spec i al stud i es was carried out on Goose Lake in Garden County, Lake Mcconaughy ~
several t urb i d farm pond s, and s triped bass production ponds at the North Platte Hatchery.
Much effort was con centrat ed on compilation and evaluation of past field data collections .
By the end of 1969 , fou r pape rs, dealing with past ·1,mnology studies, were in press and
seven we re in t he fo rmati ve stages of preparation .
Mi gr atory Rainbow Trout Inves t i gations
Studies we re conti nued on the rainbow t rout population that matures in Mcconaughy
Reservo i r and mig rates up the No r th Platte River to spawn in tributary streams. Additional
info rmation was collected on 'l ife his to ry concerning length of stream and lake residence,
numbe r of repeat spawn i ngs, and sex rati o of fish in the spawning run. Tagging of
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spawners and marking of downstream migrants were conti nued, as were attempts to establish
runs in new streams and strengthen runs in others , through stocking . Scale samples
were collected and analyzed for 118 fish in the spawning run. Tagging was carried out
on upstream migrants, and juvenile fish in Nine Mile and Otter creeks were marked by
finclipping . A total of 70,271 fish, hatched from eggs collected from native spawners,
was stocked in 3 streams. Efforts continued in developing tecnniques for estimating the
numbers of fish which make the spawning run each year and to estimate numbers of young
fish migrating to Mcconaughy Reservoir each year ,
Interstate 80 P-ro'ject
This project involves management of 52 artificially created public gravel pits ,
located along the Interstate 80 in the Platte Valley . These lakes total 886 acres ,
During the year fish population sampling was carried out on 31 lakes . Fish were stocked
in 12 lakes including smallmouth bass, rock bass, golden shiners, and channel catfish.
In addition to management work, walleye spawn - taking and smallmouth bass fry collections
were carried out. Some 16,434,000 walleye eggs were collected at Mcconaughy, the
Lewellen Trap, and Lake Maloney. Smallmouth bass fry totaling 134 ,000 were collected at
Mcconaughy. Fish cultural activities were ca r r i ed out on striped bass at the No rth
Platte Hatchery.
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Pheasants
The summer ru ral ma i l carrie r survey, conducted ~n late July, showed a 16 pe~cent
statewide decrease i n pheasant numbers . The only area indicating an increase was the
Sand Hi 11 s, generally not considered pheasant range. nre areas sufferi nq the l arge·s t
drops were the northeast (down 35%) and the southwesL (down 25%). The southeast showed
a lesser drop of 10 percent 9 while the Panhandle and central areas indicated populations
about the same as those of 1968 .
The decrease shm,rn by the rural mail carriers is offset somewhat by the production
data gathered by Commi ssi on personnel who recorded adults and broods throughout the
summe r . These data generally indicated better reproductive success for this year in
the categories of br ood size and percentage of hens with young.
The 1969 hunting season was shor tened a week compared to last year and ran from
ffovember l through January 11 in all of the state except the southeast, where it opened
November 8. The bag and possession l i mits were also cut to 2 and 4 for that part of
the state east of U.S. 81 . The area west of U.S . 81 retained a bag of 3 birds, but had
a reduced possession limit f r om 12 i n 1968 to 9 for 1969.
Opening weekend check stat i ons recorded hunting success of l bird per hunter day,
which was about the same as 1968 . The number of hwnters checked at comparable stations
was down 29 percent from last year . Weather and field conditions were generally poor
during the opening weekend, with rain and snow creating muddy ,roads and fields. These
unfavorable hunting conditions may have affected both the success and number of hunters
checked,
Quail
Results of the 1969 qua i l whistle counts ri ndicate the effect of the severe winter
experienced last year . Statewide , a 31 pencent .decline was recorded, with the north-central
and northeast areas showing the greatest decrease -- 65 percent. The south-central, West
Platte, and Republican areas all dropped over 30 percent while the southeast showed the
only increase -- up 7 percent. While this statewide drop is substantial, it is somewhat
misleading due to the extremely high population present in 1968. Based on number of calls
per .stop, the 1969 population is only about 7 percent below the average of the past 10 years .
Season length and bag and possession limits were reduced somewhat from 1968. The
season ran concurrent with the pheasant season -- November l through January 11 in a 11 of
the state except the southeast , where it was fJovember 8 through January 11. The ba9 and
possession limits were 6 and 12 statewide.
Li mited hunting data from one check station in the southeast indicated success about
equal to that of 1968, at 3 quail per hunter day. No data was yet available for the
remainder of the state .
Grouse
The 1969 grouse spring display ground counts indicate a substantial drop of 29 percent
from 1968. Prairie chickens and sharptails were down in about equal amounts from 1968,
but in comparison t0 the average of the past 5 years, prairie chickens were down 44 oercent
while sharptails were down 13 percent .
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Summer production data for
size compared to 1968, but only
Part of the reduction in number
operations . Not enough prairie
brood size.

sharptails indicate little change in the average brood
115 broods were recorded , compared to 155 last year.
of .broods observed could be attributed to late haying
chicken broods were reported to establish an average

The grouse season length and balQ and possession limits were reduced as a result
of the lowered population. Season dates were September 20 through October 31 and bag
and possession limits were 2 and 4 birds, respectively.
Opening weekend success. recorded at 14 check ' stations showed 24 percent less hunters
and success (bird/hour), down 13 percent from last year. Prairie chickens ~n the kill
dropped f rom 28 percent last year to 19 percent this year. Age ratios indicate a slight
increase in production for prairie chickens while sharptails remained about the same as
1968.
Comparison of Opening weekend Hunter Success

Hunters
Days
Hours
Birds
Bi rd/Day
Hours/Bird

1968
l ,539
l ,909
l O, 197
2,287
l. 20
4.46

1969
. l , 165
l ,481
7,346
l ,441
.97
5.10

Percent
Change
- 24.3
- 22.4
- 28.0
- 37.0
- 19 . 2
+ 14.3

Cottontails
The 1968 harvest of cottontails was 406,800, down 7 percent from 1967 . Hunter
numbers also dropped, from 51,300 in 1967 to 45,800 in 1968, Success was higher than
in 1967, so the reduced harvest was a result of less hunters seeking rabbits.
Together, the northeast and southeast areas had 72 percent of the hunters and yielded
72 percent of the harvest , while the Panhandle had the highest success with 1.78 ra bbits
per day .
The seaso n is open all year, and the bag and possession limits were 10 and 30,
respectively.
Squirrels
There were 25,800 squirrel hunters in 1968, down 8 percent from the previous year.
Squirrel harvest was 130,100 in 1968, or down 25.4 percent from the 174,300 takeB in 1967.
The decrease in harvest was due to both fewer hunters and poorer ·hunting success.
The 1968 season opened September l and extended through January 31.
were allowed in the daily bag with 21 the legal possession limit .

Seven squirrels

Game Bird Introductions
Chukar Partridge: During 1968, 5,017 chukar partridge, which were produced at the
Sacramento Game Management Area, were released at sites in western Nebraska . This is the
fifth year that chukars have been released in parts of the -Panhandle and at one site in
the central Sand Hills . Since the introduction program began , 19,482 birds have been
released.
·
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Hungarian Pa r t r idge: 67 Hunga ri an partr idge, which were trapped in Alberta, Canada,
we r e t r ansplanted to two sites located i n no r thwest and southwest Nebraska. Thirty birds
were released nea r Whitney and 37 at a site south of Curti s . Observations following the
releases have been quite limited . Two sightings of 3 and 10 birds have been reported from
the Wh i tney release, and about 20 bi r ds representing 3 different observations have been
reported from the Curti s release .
Ti namou: 31 crested t i namou were hatched at the Sacramento Game Farm during 1969.
These birds, togethe r with 13 adults, ar e being held at the facility for production
pu r poses . No t i namou have been released to the wild .
Permit Sa 1es
The t rend i n up la nd game hun ti ng pe rmit sales i s presented to illustrate what has
taken place wi th rega r d to the numbers of hunte rs. Free landowner permits were first
authori zed f ollowi ng the 1963 legi slati ve session , which is reflected in the drop between
1963 and 1964 .
Trend in Hunting Pe rmi t Sales- - Resident and Nonresident
- - Resident sales
- - - Nonresident sales
180,000 170,000 160,000 150,000 140,000 -
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FURBEARERS
The 1968-69 f ur ha r ves t
prev i ous year and 31 pe r cent
sale of the fu r s resulted i n
14 percent from the prev i ous

totaled 77,273 furbearers, which was 20 percent below the
under the past 5-year average . Due to a higher market value,
a r eturn of $202,017 to the trappers, for an increase of
year. The table summarizes the harvest of furs in 1968-69.
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Table 2.

Species

Percent
Taking

Muskrat
Beaver
Mink
Raccoon
Skunk
Opossum
Badger
Bobcat
Weasel
Civet
Coyote
Fox

68.6
38.9
44.9
64.2
9.2
19. 2
8.7
. 03
.02
.03
22.8
8.4

Statistics of 1968-69 fur harvest by species .

Average
Take Per
Trapper
Taking

Calculated
Harvest

Average
Price

Calculated Value
of Harvest

35.98
7.91
3.70
13. 31
6.36
4.07
3. 24
2. 71
l. 73
l.62
9.79
4.31

45,055
5,614
3,024
15,580
l ,064
l ,426
513
129
59
77
4,070
662

$ . 71
13.01
7.92
3. 17
.94
. 49
2. 73
18 . 37
. 58
l.69
3. 63
4. 90

$

31,989
73,038
23,950
49,389
l ,000
699
l ,400
2,370
34
130
14,774
3,244

$

202,017

TOTAL

77,273
WATERFOWL

The Sand Hills breeding area was generally dry at the time of the spring surveys.
Exceptions were noted in the western and northern portion, in which fair water conditions
existed. Nesting habitat was considered as good to excellent in the south - central
rainbasin counties. The breeding duck index was up slightly in the Sand Hills from the
previous year and up about 25 percent in the rainbasin area.
Production surveys showed summer brood observations down three percent in the Sand
Hills. Brood sightings from the rainbasin area were up considerably from the preceding
year , but no direct comparisons are available since the area was not surveyed in 1968 .
Dates and Bag Limits for the Waterfowl Hunting Seasons
Season
Opens
Oct. 18
Oct. 18

Season
Closes
Nov. 26
Nov . 19

Ducks** (Experimental)

Dec . 13

Jan. 4

Teal

Sept. 6

Sept. 14

Species
Ducks*

Mergansers***
Coots
Gallinule
Geese****
Wilson I s Snipe
Rail (Sora and Virginia)

Same as Ducks
Same as Ducks
Same as Ducks
Oct. l
Oct . 4
Sept . l

Dec . 25
Nov . 22
Nov. 9

Daily
Bag
Limit

Posses sion
Limit
8

Open Area
East of U.S. 83
West of U.S . 83

Point System

West of U.S. 83

4
4

4
5
10

15
5
8

25

8

Entire State

8

101
20 ,
30 _JI

15 (
16 ·
25

j

Same as Ducks

Entire State

*The daily bag limit for ducks other than mergansers may not include more of the
.following species than: (a) 2 wood ducks, (b) l canvasback or redhead, (c) 2
mallards. Possession limits for ducks may not include more of the following than:
Page 42

(a) 4 wood ducks, (b) l canvasba ck or r edhead, (c) 4 mallards.
**Special permi t, cu rrent hunti ng l i cense, and federal waterfowl stamp are required.
Application fo rms fo r the speci al permits are available from all permit vendors
and Game Commiss i on offices. Bag limi t i s computed on a point basis, with mallard
dr akes counting 10 points, and malla rd hens, al l other ducks, coots, and mergansers
counti ng 40 points. The daily bag l i mit i s reached when the point value for the
bi rd last taken, when added to the sum of the points for birds already taken that
day, reaches or exceeds 40 points. Possession l i mit is two daily bag limits .
***Not mo re than l hooded me r ganser i s allowed i n the da i ly bag or 2 in possession .
****The daily bag and posses si on l i mit on geese may not include more of the following
species than (a) l Ross' goose, (b) i n the alte r native, l white-fronted goose ;
l white-fronted goose and 1 Canada goose or i ts subspecies ; or 2 Canada geese or
the i r subspecies .

Two special du ck seasons wer e autho riz ed i n addi t i on to the regular duck season,
a 9- day ear ly teal season and a 23 -day 1a te expe ri men ta 1 point season . Both seasons
are rece i vi ng f urther analysi s fo r evaluati ng the ir i mpact on the resource . The 86-day
goose seas on was t he longes t autho rized i n recent yea rs, and was extended from 75 days.
Fi nal ha r vest figures ar e not ava i lab l e f or the 1969 waterfowl season . Since the
ha rvest data f or 1968 was not ca l culated unti l after the previous year's annual repo r t
was prepa red, it i s i ncl uded at th i s time ,

Speci es Ha r vest of Waterfowl--1968 Season
Harvest

Harvest

Speci es

Mallard
Green -wi nged t eal
Blue-wi nged teal
Gadwall
Scaup
Baldpate
Redhead
Canvasback
Wood duck

141, 225
24,544

Shoveller
Merganser
Unknown

l , 185
849
3,377

Canada goose
Blue and Snow
Wh i tefronted
Unknown
Coot
Sn i pe

8, l 82
5,303
795
76
828
828

Total Du cks
Total Geese

197,462
14 ~356

Species

10,268

4,028
3, 515
3, 456
l , 757
l ,678
1 ,580

BIG GAME
Mo re dee r pe rmits we re i ss ued t han du ri ng any previous year, and hunting success
declined to the second lowest on record . Antelope season set records for both numbers
of permi ts and numbers of antelope ha r vested . Success during the spring turkey season
was excellent, while fall hunting produ ced below average results.
Two laws we re passed in 1969 affecti ng big - game permits. L.B. 615 required a
"reasonable waiting period fo r pe rmit applicat i ons and a drawing for permits in oversubscri bed un i ts. Drawings we re held in 8 of 9 antelope units and in 4 of 18 deer units.
L. B. 507 autho ri zes issuance of limited permits for landowners who are unsuccessful in
obtai ni ng permits in the drawi ng . Under this provision, 10 antelope and 23 deer permits
we re i ssued .
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1969 Big-Game Harvest
S[!ecies

Season

Number of
Permits ·

Harvest

Percent
Success

Deer

Rffle
Archery

30,584
4,122

13,581
761

44
18

Antelope

Rifle
Archery

l ,831
85

1,440
13

79
15

Turkey

Spring
Fall

l , 185
l, 994

323
860

27
43

Deer
The recorded deer kill from all causes was 15,673, which was 13 percent higher than
in 1968 and l percent lower than i n 196 7 •
The regular rifle season was from November l to 9 inclusive in the Blue and Nemaha
units, and November 8 to 16 inclusive in all other units . The season on the DeSoto Refuge
was held December 27 and 28 . Method of allocation of either sex permits was a major
departure from the method used in prior years . Previously, all permittees in a given
unit were allowed the same privilege in taking of antlerless deer, which may have been
permitted throughout the season or on only the last day or two. During 1969, a specified
number of either sex permits was authorized for most units, and a portion of the hunters
was allowed to take antlerless deer throughout the season, Regulations were generally
more liberal than the previous year--authorized permit numbers were increased by 35 percent
and harvest of antlerless deer was permitted in 13 units, compared to 5 units the previous
year . Hunters purchased 30,584 permits and bagged 13,581 deer, for a success of 44 percent.
The comparatively poor success was at least partially due to a major increase in permit
numbers . Species composition was 40 percent whitetails and 60 percent mule deer .
Archery hunti ng was permitted f rom September 20 through December 31, exclusive of
the period open to rifle hunting . Hunting success was 18 percent, with 761 deer taken
by 4,122 permittees . Harvest was the second highest on record, while success was about
2 percentage points below average.
Severe weather during the winter of 1968-69 resulted in numerous depredation complaints,
probably more than were received in the previous 5 years combined.
We examined 114 does --84 whitetails and 30 mule deer, to obtain productivity data ,
Incidence of pregnancy in whitetail fawns was 43 percent , the lowest on record. However,
adult does of both species indicated near normal in utero production.
Followi ng a 4-year period of stable highway mortalities, losses jumped by 19 percent ,
Reports were received of 1,331 highway kills, compared to about l ,100 each year from 1965
to 1968.
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Summary of 1968 and 1969 Deer Harvest by Rifle Hunters

Management
Unit
Blue
Buffalo
Calamus
Elkhorn
Frenchman
Keya Paha
Loup East
Loup Wes t
Mi ssouri
Nemaha
Omaha
Pine Ridge
Pla i ns
Platte
Republican
Sandhills
Upper Platte
Wahoo
DeSoto
TOTALS

Val i d Pe rmits
1969
1968
l ,000
1,000
2,200
l , 499
2,065
l ,594
l , 261
999
l , 917
1, 397
l, 748
2,296
l ,099
l ,499
1, 000
l ,699
2,400
l ,500
302
300
200
4,995
3,492
1,000
749
2,052
l ,800
l ,200
898
1,586
1,499
1 , 757
l ,499
l ,255
999
l 00
100
23,780

*Type of season:
day either sex .

Type of Season*
1969
1968
B
B
B
25
B
B
B
20
B
20
20
B
20
B
25
LO
B
12 . 5
B
B
ES
50
LO
B
B
12 ,5
B
16.7
B
10
B
20
LO
B
B
ES
ES

Harvest
1969
1968
227
313
926
691
683
718
506
504
990
706
,005
l
711
536
464
849
734
796
666
84
119
63
3,048
2,074
527
461
900
902
437
315
845
950
817
l ,087
339
406
66
61
11,945

30,584

13,581

Percent
Success
1969
1968
23
31
46
42
33
45
50
40
51
52
44
41
36
42
50
73
33
44
28
40
32
61
59
53
62
50
44
36
35
53
50
46
73
27
41
66
61
44

50

B-Antlered only; ES - Either sex; LO- Eight days bucks only, last
Numbers unde r 1969 refe r to percentage of either sex permits.

Ante l oQe
Hunter s uccess duri ng the r i fle season was 79 percent, with l ,440 antelope taken
by 1,831 permi ttees . Ha r vest was almost the same as during the past two years, while
s uccess was below average . Season dates we re September 27 - 29 and October 4- 5. The
second weekend provided ni ne pe rcent of the harvest . Harvest and hunter success by
un i t are s hown below .

Management
Un i t
Banner
Box Butte
Brown
Cherry
Cheyenne
Dis mal
Garden
North Sioux
Rock
TOTALS

AnteloQe Hunti ng success -- 1968 and 1969
Harvest
Permits
1969
1968
1969
1968
258
175
300
200
317
326
400
400
24
30
50
50
88
101
127
100
112
179
173
250
34
45
52
50
127
127
151
150
399
426
502
500
44
48
76
50
l, 750

l ,831

l ,420
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l ,440

Percent Success
1969
1968
86
88
82
79
48
60
80
88
65
72
87
68
84
85
79
85
63
88
81

79

Eighty-five archery permits were issued for a 41 -day season. Thirteen antelope
were taken for a success of 15 percent . Permit sales have increased each year, but
are still at a very low level.
The summer population of antelope in the Panhandl~ was estimated at 5,900. This
was an indicated increase of four percent from 1968 and was about the same as the 1967
estimate . Increases were apparent in the North Sioux and Box Butte units, and antelope
decreased in the Cheyenne Unit. Productivit y was the. second lowest on record, with a
buck:doe:fawn ratio of 38 :100 :57.

,,

In the Sand Hills, the severe winter of 1968-69 caused direct and indirect losses
of antelope. Adult numbers were down, and the indicated productivit y of 33 fawns tb
100 does was very low.
Turkey
Fewer areas were open to hunting than during previous years. However, permit
numbers were not reduced significant ly from the average and were consfd~rabTj· higher
than during 1968.
Du r ing the spring season, from April 19 through April 28 , hunters took 1,185 of
the l ,210 permits autho r i zed. Overall success was 27 percent, the highest on record,
with 323 toms taken.
The fa 11 season extended f rom October 25 through November 9, with only the Round
Top and Niobrara units open to hunting . With l ,994 valid permits , hunters bagged 860
birds for a success of 43 percent .
Brood routes in the Pine Ridge indicated relatively high numbers of turkeys with
low productivit y . Average number of young per hen was 3, and average young per hen
accompan i ed by young was 4. 3. An average of 32 turkeys was observed per route i n 1969 ,
compared to 25 in 1968 , and 50 broods were observed this year compared to 35 last year .
Five releases wer e made in early 1969. Fifty- two birds , trapped in the Pine Ridge,
were transplante d to sites in Boyd, Dixon , Lincoln and Red Willow counties. Because
of the relatively poor success of Merriamts tu r keys in deciduous habitat, it is expected
that the transplantin g program will be minimi zed ,
Ninety- four turkeys were trapped, marked and released at four trap sites.
bagged 25 of these birds during the spring and fall hunting seasons.

Management
Unit

Turkey Hunti ng Succes s - -1968 and 1969
Permits Issued
Harvest
1969
1968
1968
1969

Spring Season (Ap r il 19 to 28)
Halsey
35
Li ncoln
19
Niobrara
200
Nuckolls
10
Red Wi 11 ow
15
Round Top
562
Silver Creek
25
Ve rdi gre
50
Wildcat
14

- - - - -

Sub - total

- - - - -

930

35

26
750
25
50
50

3
5
53
0
3
143
2
21
6

l , 185

236

249

------ - - - - -
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3

Percent Success
1968
1969

8
13

9
26
26
0
20
25
8
42
43

323

25

69
3
226
l

- - - - - - - -

Hunters

9
28
12
30
4
16
26
27

- - - - -

Turkey Hunting Succes s-- 1968 and 1969 conti nued .
Fall Season (October 25 to November 9)
25
Hal sey
500
250
i~i obra ra
494
,
l
500
Round Top
50
Verdig re

6
114

- - - - - ------ - - - - - - - - - - - -

Sub - total
TOTAL

293
14

216
644

- - - -

24
46
59
28

43
43

825

l ,994

427

860

52

43

1,755

3,1 79

663

l , 183

38

37

Page 47

I N --F O R -MA -T I -ON AND TOURISM
-Major objectives of the Information and Tourism Division are to keep the public
informed on hunting, fishing, vacation, and recreation opportunities in Nebraska, to
project Nebraska s image and potential as a recreation and travel state, to keep the
public up to date on Commission activi ties, and to origtnate and distribute the various
publications of the Game Commission to accomplish the stated objectives .
1

Although there is considerable overlapping of activities and combining of
personnel, the division operates through six sections--art and illustration, magazine,
photography, printing and distribution, special publications, and tourism. Each of
these sections has its specific functions in addition to co-operating on primary
division duties.
All media are employed in carrying out the dissemination of information to the
people of Nebraska and other states, including newspapers, radio, television, outdoor
writers, magazines, films, house organs, group and business publications, Commission
publications, and others.
Carrying on an intensive news program is an important function of the division,
and efforts during 1969 resulted in second place for the Game and Parks Commission
in judging for top-quality overall news program by the American Association for
Conservation Information . The AACI is a group of officials and employees engaged in
conservation information for agencies of some 40 state and Canadian provincial
governments . Included in the Commiss i on s news program were the weekly news packet,
special news releases, radio and television progr amming, special stories prepared on
request of the media, twice -weekly releases on field conditions for hunters and
fishermen, plus twice-weekly radio reports via a three -minute telephone-answering
service for exclusive use by radio stati ons, and slides and scripts for television
stations for occasions such as season openings.
1

The weekly news packet, 11 NEBRASKAland Notes", was sent to nearly 1,000 newspapers,
wire services, radio and telev is ion stations, outdoo r writers, house organs, magazines,
and Commission personnel. This packet carries features and news stories on hunting,
fishing, conservation subjects, regulation dates and changes, field conditions, work
of the Commission, and other pertinent matters. Late -breaking news items or subjects
with an important time element such as hunting and f ishing reports (in season) are
handled by the special news releases which go to the local media plus other daily
newspapers in t he state, radio, and televis ion vi a the wi re services. During 1969,
some 238 specials we re distributed .
11

11

A campaign to attr act nonresident hunte rs was conducted, wi th the Commission
purchasing advertisements in four riational magazines, Field and Stream, Outdoor Life,
Sports Afield, and TV Guide . Br oadcast t i me was purchased in Minneapolis, Minn . , arid
St. Louis, Mo . , and newspaper space was purchased in Detroit, Chicago, Wichita, Kansas
City, Minneapolis, and St. Paul . National adve r tising was also purchased to promote
Nebraska s fishing among nonresident anglers.
1

Some 57,000 hunter packets were mailed to pe rsons who responded to ads of the
hunter promotion and to persons who hunted i n the state prev i ously . These packets
contained a copy of NEBRASKAland Afield , the cu r rent hunting guide, a highway map,
synopsis of all seasons, applicati ons fo r permits , and addressed envelopes. These
efforts, in conjunction wi th other promoti ons , helped bring in $398,200 from the sale
of nonresident hunting permits.
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Another national promoti on dur i ng 1969 came from 15 sport shows which personnel
from the I and T and other div i si ons manned across the nation. In addition, displays
were featured at the Sta t e Fair and at several community celebration s. Purpose of
these appearances i s to promote Nebraska's outdoor recreation and vacation opportuniti es.
Sports and/or travel shows attended we re San Francisco, Los Angeles , Kansas City,
Chicago, Columbus, Omaha , Detroit, Denver, Sioux City, Cleveland , Milwaukee , Rock Island,
Des Moines , Indianapolis , and Minneapol i s . More than l , 250,000 persons from coast to
coast viewed the la r ge Nebraska displays ,
Personnel appea red on i nte r vi ew -- type shows on several television stations in the
state, and 51' prog r,ams we re presented to youth, civic, church, and sportsmen's
organi zations. These are an i mportant publi c relations activity for the Game Commission
and are also an i mportant means of convey i ng information to the public . Among the
many films available, NEBRASKAland , Where the West Begins " vrns again the most popular
with 46 book i ngs . In all, f i lms were booked on 424 occasions by various organizatio ns .
11

The Commi ssion's 15--minute weekly r adio show, "Outdoor Nebraska", was broadcast
over 42 stations in Nebraska and ne i ghbo ring states . The show featured specialists
from the Commission and outside sources speak i ng on a variety of outdoor subjects.
A twi ce -,monthly publ i cat ion , "Travel Talk", was mailed to NEBRASKAlanders , travel
writers, and agenc i es ac ross the nation and in several forei gn countries.
For the third consecutive yea r ~ the Game Commission published a highway map
independently of the State Department of Roads. The I and T Division prepared tourism
copy for the reverse si de of t he map , and Continental Oil Company paid all printing
costs and provided the Game Commis si on with 500,000 copies free . Total savings to
the Commission was $25,000 ,
NEBRASKAland magaz i ne , th e off icial publ i cation of the Game and Parks Commission,
published 720 pages i n its 12 i ssues du r ing 1969 . Of these 720 pages, 351 featured
color illustration s , The 54 , 756 subscri pt i ons brought in $180 ,987.27 during 1969 .
NEBRASKAland had subscri ber s i n all 50 states and in 34 foreign countries during
1969 , as well as news s tand ~i stributi on i n 22 states . Advertising revenue was
$29,912 . 24 . The combined income of the magazine from subscriptio ns, advertising , and
newsstand sales amounted to $221, 985. 66. A special hunting issue was printed in
September, and porti ons we re repri nted for distributio n at sport shows and mailing in
the hunter packet . The rep r i nt wa s ent it led "NEBRASKAland Afield" .
To illustr ate NEBRASKAland maga zi ne and other publication s of the Commiss i on,
the photography sect i on made a total of 4, 768 black- and -white exposures and 14,272
color expo sures du ri ng 1969 . These were al so reproduced for state, national , and
i nternat i onal agenci es on a no - cha r ge ba si s. These agencies include newspapers,
medi cal journals, telephone compan i es , church publ i cations, chambers of commerce ,
school yearbooks, encyclopedias , publ i shing firms , ma9azines, airlines , travel
organizati ons, and othe r s . Colo r sl i des, cop i es of photos appearing in NEBRASKAland
magazine, were sold to i ndividuals , edu cators , schools, and others. The division's
3 photog raphers traveled mo re than 76 , 951 mi les during the year and soent 421 man ,-days
in the field . In all, the section produced 11,946 black-and -white prints for various
uses.
To supplement the photog raphy section and to provide artwork for a wide range of
purposes, the division has three staff ar tists and illustrator s . They devote about
60 percent of their time to i llustrat i ons : artwork , and layout for NEBRASKAland
magazine . This includes about two major pi eces of artwork per month , plus several
smaller illustration s , as well as supervis i ng the complete format of the magazine
through all stages of production . The ar t department is also responsible for design
of all other Commiss i on brochures and pamphlets . The staff paints some 200 showcards
and signs for use at the State Fa ir, the Discover NEBRASKAland Travel Conference , and
other events requiri ng display mate r ials. The artists also designed and installed
displays at the State Capitol . Two displays for travel shows were designed and painted
by the art and i llustration section , as were two floats for the NEBRASl<Aland Days Parade.
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The printing and distribut ion section is responsib le for printing all material
which is not done commercially, plus processing and mailing NEBRASKAland magazine,
mail from various District V offices, and all promotional news material sent out by
I and T. During 1969, the section ran 949 jobs on the printing presses. These jobs
involved the use of nearly 4,267 Multilith masters and required 2,358,410 sheets of
paper. Postage for all mail handled by the section during 1969 amounted to $36,729.26.
Promotion of Nebraskals scenic, historic, and recreatio nal potential is carried
on throughout the year by distribut ion of informative literatur e. This work is done
by the tourism section, both at the tourist stations and by mail from the main office,
Year-round tourist information stations were operated at ·the Melia Hill Rest area near
the Gretna Interchange on Interstat e 80, and at the state Capitol in Lincoln, in
addition to experimental summer stations along U, S, 73-75 at Auburn and U. S. 30 at
Kimball. In addition, an information center at the Westroads Shopping Center in Omaha
distribut ed hunting and fishing information, as well as assisted tourists .
Visitatio ns at the stations during 1969 was: State Capitol, 14 ,060 ; Melia Hill,
54,694; Auburn, 2,208 ; Kimball, 6,271, and Omaha, 5,650,
Another phase of supplying information to tourists is through the NEBRASKAlander
program, which completed its fourth year in 1969 . Membership in the program is open
only to businesses involved directly with the traveler, and by the end of the year,
there were 98 members, plus others in the process of gaining full membership. Deputy
NEBRASKAlanders, persons intereste d in promoting Nebraska even though they are not
directly involved with the traveler, numbered 23 in 1969.
The Commissionls team of oxen, Neb and Raska, and the Conestoga wagon appeared
in several communities during the year, with 16 bboki~gs fforn April through Nbvember . .
A major effort during the year was the Discover NEBRASKAland Travel Conference
in Lincoln, which featured top national speakers represent ing several phases of
tourism . NEBRASKAlanders, newsmen, chambers of commerce, community represent atives,
businessmen, and other persons concerned with travel or tourism were invited.
The volume of mail handled by the tourism section exceeded 46,000 pieces and
was sent to all 50 states and 51 foreign countries .
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MAIL REPORT FOR 1969
Alabama- - --------- 300
Alaska ------------ 51
Ari zona ----------- 291
Ar kan sas---------- 243
Californi a-------- 3288
Colorado------- --- 641
Connecticut---- --- 438
Delaware------- --- 93
Florida -------~-~- 776
Georgi a----------- 591
Hawai i------------ 76
Idaho---------- --- 150
Ill i noi s---------- 2685
Ind i ana----------- 1187
Iowa --------------1374
Kansas ------------ 723
Kentucky------- --- 364

Louisiana - - --------- 426
Maine---------- ----- 176
Ma ryland ------------ 476
Massachusetts ------- 816
Mich i gan ------------ 2074
Minnesota ---- - ------ 1482
Mississippi --------- 189
Missouri ------------ 1146
Montana ------------- 131
Nebraska ---------- - -8222
Nevada -------------- 78
New Hampshire ------- 102
New Jersey ---------- 1372
New Mexico --------- - 149
New York ------------ 2649
North Carolina ------ 1042
North Dakota -------- 162

Ohio----------- ----- 1885
Oklahoma- ----------- 337
Oregon --- - ---------- 508
Pennsylvania--- ----- 2240
Rhode Island ---~---- 109
South Carolina------ 212
South Dakota-------- 242
Tennessee ----------- 417
Texas --------- - -----1356
Utah --------------- - 193
Vermont-------- ----- 87
Virginia ------------ 745
Washington ---------- 789
Washington D.C. ----- 85
West Virginia ------- 184
Wisconsin -----------1211
Wyoming ------------- 127
TOTAL -------------46,442

Germany-------- ----- 46
Guam----------- ----- 10
India ---------~----- 8
Ireland-------- ----- 8
Italy---------- --- - - 8
Japan ------------- - - 8
Mexico -------------- 14
New Zealand --------- 7

Poland -------------- 7
Puerto Rico--------- 10
Spain --------------- 7
Sweden -------------- 21
Switzerland --------- 8
United Kingdom- -- -- - 97

For ei gn Requests*
Argentina------ --- 5
Australia --------- 20
Belgium-------- --- 7
Brazil ------------ 85
Canada--------- --- 1224
Czechoslovakia- --- 12
Denma r k----------- 29
France--------- --- 17

*Countri es wi th fewer than five requests are not listed .
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TOTAL---------- ---- 1 ,752

L A ND

MA N A G E M E N T

Land Management is responsible for managing and developing certain lands with i n
the department for hunting, fishing access and related outdoor recreation. Generally,
these areas are designated as Special Use Areas. As needed, these activities were
co-ordinated with other divisions.
During the year the Realty Section was transferred from this division to the
office of the assistant director. Since realty matters affect the entire department,
assignment of this section to one division was no longer feasible.
The activities of the division are divided into three primary categories-(1) management, (2) conservation education, and (3) resource project investigations.
Most of the personnel are involved in the management activity .
Management
Management of some 70 special use areas for wildlife, fishing access, and related
outdoor recreational activity was a primary divis i onal activity. These areas range
in size from 3 acres to approximately 7,000 acres . In some instances, such as major
reservoirs, zoning is effected which results in both special use areas and 11 intensive
use 11 recreation areas. Most of the capital development, camping, day use, picnic
areas, etc., are concentrated on the recreation area and managed by the Parks Division .
The 11 less intensively used 11 areas such as fishing access and hunting lands are classed
as special use areas and managed by this divisi on.
For the most part, management and development activities are accomplished with
Pittman-Robertson or Dingell -J ohnson funds, as matched with fish and game funds,
Habitat restoration, wildlife management areas, and fishing access areas account for
most of the activities.
Management personnel devoted much time to habitat restoration on public and
pri vate lands . This was done by individual contact with interested landowners and
farm operators. It was accomplished by working with state and federal agencies such
as the Soil Conservation Service, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Reclamation, the
Cor ps of Engineers, the Soil and Water Conservation Commission, the State Department
of Ag ric ulture, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Agricultural Stabilization and
Con servati on Service, and several of the public power and irrigation districts .
In some instances the divisi on acted in an advisory capacity, while in other
cases land was actively managed under permit or lease from another agency, Management
personnel also worked with local governmental subdivisions and special districts.
Specific management activities on special use areas included: (l) keeping the
areas free of trash and litte r resulting fr om public use, (2) planting trees, shrubs,
grass, and legumes to improve the areas fo r wildlife and people use, (3) providing
access roads, parking areas, sanitary facilities and signs for the public, (4) .:
controlling, to the best of our ability, the primary noxious weeds on uncultivated
lands, (5) negotiating and servicing leases wi th tenants on certain of these lands,
(6) construction of dams, dikes, and levees to protect fishing waters for management
pu r poses or for waterfowl habitat improvement, and (7) monitoring wildlife use and
production as well as the people use of the special use areas .
11

11

11

11

Several areas are listed below because of their importance, size, or intensity of
management activity:
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Sacramento-Wilcox Game Management Area (4 miles west of Wilcox)
A waterfowl and upland game management area, Sacramento consistently provides
many hours of hunting opportun ity to both residents and nonresidents. A captive
flock of Canada geese is located the re and provides a source of Canada geese for
other sites within the state .
This natu r al wetland area has been improved for waterfowl by water wells and
a water distribution system . This year was one of the best in recent years for duck
hunting, as well as fo r pheasan t s .
Located nea r the pri ma ry area are t hree satellite areas that also offer waterfowl
and upland game use opportun i ty.
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Management Area (1 mile north of Plattsmouth)
Located at the con fl uence of the Platte and Missouri rivers , Plattsmouth is a
na tura l II fo r wate r fowl att r action . Although frequently subjected to flooding, the
locat i on and ext remely fert i le l ands have wo r ked to assure success of this area .
The pri mary pu rpose of management ·! s to attract waterfowl and provide hunting
oppo r tunity o Both goals have been accompl i shed extremely well ,
11

Duri ng peak waterf owl use l as t f all , over 80,000 snow geese and 25,000 ducks used
the area . App rox i mately 1, 000 hunter- days were provided to the public.
Although fishing i s not the pr ima ry purpose of the area,, it may have accounted
for more public use than did the waterfow'! activity. Three and one - half miles of
access to the Platte and Mis souri Rive rs i s attractive, especially at a site so close
to Nebraska s la r gest urban area ,
1

Clear Creek Wate r fow l Management Area (½ mile south and 3 miles east)
Again, th i s i s a 11 naturaP waterfowl area. The location at the upper end of
Lake Mcconaughy, the state's lar ge s t lake , as well as on the Hmany - channeledH North
Platte Rive r , assures the yea r - r ound presence of waterfowl. Many of the channels
remain open year- round ,
11

11

Both a refuge and pub l i c hunti ng area, Clear Creek attracts ducks and Canada
geese . A captive f lock of Canadas is also located there, serving as an attraction
to waterfowl and as a base f l ock for rep roduction.
The peak goose populati on last fall was about 13,000 . It is estimated that over
6,000 man - days of wate rfowl hunt i ng occurred around the perimeter of the refuge,
including adjacent pri vate l and s o
Although wate r fow l management activ i ty i s of prime concern, Clear Creek is rich
in fi shery resou rces . Many people fish the area from March through September .
Inc i dental to other activit i es was the banding of some l ,000 doves on or near
this area, in co -ope ration with the Fish and Wildlife Service .
Pine Ridge Wildl i fe Management Areas (in the Pine Ridge Area of northwest Nebraska)
The div i sion managed some 10 , 000 acres in the Pine Ridge , primarily for deer and
turkey. Some 80 turkeys and nearly 100 deer were taken by hunters on these areas
during the past year .
Management act i vity included planting of food and cover plots , wildlife and
publi c- use su r veys, and guiding and di recting public use. The management theme on
these areas i s the provi sion of a qua l ity hunting experience in a unique and beautiful
section of the state .
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Salt Valley Reservoir Wildlife Management Areas (Lincoln vicinity)
Although most of the Salt Valley reservoirs are designated as recreation areas,
the division manages the upper portions of most of these land and water areas for
public hunting, including some 8,000 acres at 12 sites.
As far as upland and small -game management is concerned, these lands .are probably
the most intensively managed of any within the department , Their proximity to an
urban population and the diversity of terrain and plant life makes intensive management
feasible in this complex.
Although no exact measures exists, public use is extremely heavy on these areas
for all forms of outdoor recreation, including hunting.
Platte Valley Wildlife Management Areas (adjacent to Interstate 80, Grand Island to
Ogallala)
The division is involved in the management of about l ,000 acres of land in the
Platte Valley, divided into about a dozen separate tracts. Although the areas are
focused around sandpit- type lakes for public fishing, considerable hunting also takes
place on these areas.
Much of the division activity along the Interstate during 1969 was focused on
landscaping, better known as the Platte Valley beautification project, Emphasis was
placed on perennial plants.
Time and money were also devoted to the construction of protective dikes around
sandpit- type lakes to protect them from certain loss occurring when normal or flood~
stage river flow can fill a lake with sand. The protective dikes also enable the
Fisheries Division to manage the lake for sport fishing.
Southwest Reservoirs (in the McCook vicinity)
During the year, the reservoir crews were transferred to the Parks Division .
The portions of the reservoirs designated as special use areas remain the management
responsibility of the Land Management Division. For the most part , these lands are
used and managed for wildlife, resulting in hunting and fishing opportunity.
Sherman Reservoir (4 miles east and 1 mile north of Loup City)
As in the case of the Southwest Reservoirs, the Sherman Reservoir crew was
transferred to the Parks Division.
Conservation Education
Seven issues of WILDLIFE GUIDE FOR YOUTH LEADERS were published during the segment
climaxed by the 75th issue and a Waterfowl Identification Scrapbook. Revision was
completed on two of the six project books of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Youth Program.
Division personnel were extensively involved in implementing and servicing the
new NEBRASKAland Acres for Wildlife program. This program provides an opportunity to
bring the habitat story to each individual applicant and corresponding landowner. By
the end of the period some 383 acres had been certified for wildlife use with
approximately 1,000 additional acres pending certification.
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Still dominating the conservation education efforts are the continuous requests
for personnel to appear before vari ou s youth groups, youth leaders, and adult groups
in situations ranging from informal field trips to more formal classroom work and
after-dinner speeches .
The FFA Wildlife Con servati on Speaking Contest concluded its fourth successful
year emphasizing the top i c of habi tat development .
Watershed Investigation
Watershed projects throughout the state were evaluated for recreation development
potential and project effects on fish and wildlife " Incorporation of enhancement
features was explored . Investi gation during the year involved 21 watersheds in
va ri ous stages of planning , organ izati on, or construction.
River basin i nvest igati on included continued study of the Corps of Army Engineers
proposed Lower Platte Rese rvo ir . The Bureau of Reclamation made significant changes
in the Calamus Re servoir Plan which was i nvestigated.
Much effort was exerted towa rd the evaluation of habitat changes caused by small
watershed projects.
Othe r Activities
Division personnel were in volved i n other projects and activities about the
state. These i ncluded the t r umpete r swan project near Haigler, assisting in lake
renovations and ass isting at game check stations . The division also was responsible
for approving and co-ordi nati ng dog training areas. Some 44 training trials, 24
licensed field t ria ls, and l na ti onal trial were approved during the year.
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LAND MANAGEMENT AREAS
Special Use Areas
NAME

LOCATION

PRINCIPAL INTEREST

Alexaridria
American Game Marsh
Arcadia Diversion Dam
Ba 11 ards Marsh

4 E Alexandria
19 S Johnstown
3½ S Comstock
20 S Valentine

Hunting
Hunting
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting

Bartley Diversion Dam
Bassway Strip
Basswood Ridge
Bazile Creek

3 E Indianola
I-80
2 NW Homer
15 N Crofton

Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Natural Woodland
Hunting, Fishing

Beaver ·Bend
Lochlinda
Big Alkali
Blue Bluff
Box Elder Canyon ·
Bufflehead

½ NW St , Edward

Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Fishing
Fishing
Hunting, Fishing

Burchard
Cambridge Diversion Dam
Clear Creek
Coot Shallows
Cornhusker
Cottonwood Canyon
Elm Creek
Freeze Tract
Game Production Area
Game Production And
Hunting Area
Gilbert-Baker
Goose Lake
Grove Lake
Hansen Memorial Reserve
Hayes Center
Hedgefield #lOA

2 W, 6 S Grand Island
17 S, 3 WValentine
½ N, l E, 2 S Milford
3 S, 2¼ WMaxwell
3¼ WNewark -Minden
Interchange
3 E, ½ N Burchard
2¼ E Cambridge
½ S, 3 E Lewellen
2 WOdessa Interchange
5 WGrand Island
4½ S Maxwell
I-80, Mile Post 264.2
I-80, Mile Post 275.5
2½ N, l E Brainard
2 N, ½ E Abie
4½ N Harrison

Fishing, Refuge
Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Refuge
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting
Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Game Production
Game Production
Hunting
Hunting
Hunting, Fishing
Natural Area
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge

22 S, 4 E O'Neill
2 N Royal
6 N Curtis
12 NE Hayes Center
l E Holland
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ACREAGE
395 land, 46 water
41 land, 120 water
773 land, 109 water
962 l and, 340 water
260 marsh
53 land
39 land, 14 water
320 land
2,530 land, 10 water
l O marsh
25 land, 2 water
25 land, 2 water
25 l and, 35 water
2 land, l water
9 land, 11 water
400 land, 160 water
21 land
5,709 land, 300 water
815 land
15 land
190 land, 111 water
71 land, 60 water
5 land
4 land
2,452 land, 5 water
49 land, 300 water
l ,525 l and, 67 water
79 land, l water
79 land, 40 water
71 land, 44 water

NAME

LOCATION

PRINCIPAL INTEREST

Jeffrey Lake
Kildeer #16A

5 SW Butte
Beatrice SE to Kansas
Border
5 S, 3 W Brady
2½ N Martell

Limestone ~luffs
Longbridge
Metcalf
Midway
Milburn Dam
Nine Mile Creek
Oxford
Pawnee Prairie
Peterson
Pintail Marsh
Plattsmouth

6 S, l E Franklin
3 S Chapman
14 N Hay Springs
6 S, 2 WCozad
14 SE Brewster
3 E, 7 N Minatare
4 E, l S Edison
8 W, 5½ S Pawnee City
9 WCrawford
3 W, ½ S Harvard
l NE Plattsmouth

Plum Creek
Ponderosa
Pressey
Rat and Beaver Lake

10
2½
17
30

Red Willow Diversion Da~
Sacramento-Wilcox

9 N McCook
2½ WWilcox

Hull Lake
Iron Horse Trail

SW Lexington
S, 4 E Crawford
S Broken Bow
SW Valentine

Fishing
Hunting

Access, 6 water
675 land

Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge
Hunting
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting
Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Game Production
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting
Hunting
Hunting, Fishing
Refuge
Fish in g
Hunt i ng
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing

35 land, 11 water
70 land, 20 water

Sandy Channel
Schlegel Creek
Shady Trail
Sioux Strip
Smartweed Marsh
Smith Lake

Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Refuge
l½ S Elm Creek Interchange Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
11 S, 4 WValentine
Fishing
l½ W, 4½ N Crete
Hunting
2 SE Randolph
Hunting
2 W, 2¼ S Edqar
Hunting, Fishing
23 S Rushville

South Sacramento
South Twin Lake
Southeast Sacramento
Sutherland Reservoir
Teal #22A

2 S, 2½ WWilcox
19 S, 3 WJohnstown
3½ E, 2¼ N Ragan
2 S Sutherland
2 S Kramer
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ACREAGE

Hunting
Hunting
Hunting
Fishing
Hunting, Fishinq
Waterfowl Refuge

,iso 1and, 1 water

108 l and, 86 water
·1 ,317 1and
38 land, 1,300 water
317 land, 355 water
180 land
23 l and
792 land, 8 water
2,401 1and
40 l and, 240 marsh
l ,281 land, 29 water
8 land, 320 water
3,659 land, 1 water
l ,524 1and
205 land, 33 water
5 marsh
56 land
1,239 land, l water
l ,000 marsh
134 land, 47 water
599 land, l water
5 1and
25 land
6 land, 34 marsh
421 land, 200 water
20 marsh
85 land, 82 marsh
107 land, 53 water
174 land
37 land, 3,017 water
66 land, 27 water

NAME

ACREAGE

PRINCIPAL INTEREST

LOCATION

Wanamaker
Wellfleet
West Sacramento
White Tail
Willow Lake

l WImperial
½ SW Wellfleet
6 WWilcox
½ W, 3 S Schuyler
22 S Valentine

Refuge
Fishing
Hunting
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing

Wood Duck
Wood River West
Yellowbanks
Dogwood

3 SW Stanton
3 S Wood River
3½ N, 2½ WBattle Creek
I-80, 3½ S Overton overJllss

Hunting, Fishing
Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing

160 land
115 land, 49 water
43 land, 117 marsh
185 land, 31 water
170 land, 240 water
30 marsh
312 land, 27 water
13 land, 15 water
254 land, 5 water
264 land, 10 water

Salt Valley Complex
Bluestem #4
Branched Oak #18
Conestoga #12

3 WSprague
l N, 4 WRaymond
2 N Denton

Olive Creek #2

l½ SE Kramer

Pawnee #14
Stagecoach #9

2 W, 3 N Emerald
l S Hickman

Twin Lakes #13
Wagon Train #8
Yankee Hi 11 #10

3 N, 5 E Milford
2 E Hickman
2½ E, l S Denton

Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge
Fishing, Refuge
Hunting, Fishing
Hunting, Fishing
Waterfowl Refuge

483 land, 325 water
4,407 land, 1,800 water
486 land, 230 water
438 land, 175 water
1,906 land, 740 water
412 land, 195 water
l ,015 land, 255 water
720 land, 315 water
728 land, 210 water

Southwest Reservoirs
Enders Reservoir
Medicine Creek
Red Willow Reservoir
Swanson Reservoir

Hunting,
Hunting,
Hunting,
Hunting,

5 E, 4½ S Imperial
2 W, 7 N Cambridge
11 N McCook
2 WTrenton

Fishing
Fishing
Fishing
Fishing

3,643
6,726
4,320
3,957

land,
land,
land,
land,

l ,707
l ,768
l ,628
4,974

water
water
water
water

Other
Sherman Reservoir

4 E, l N Loup City

Hunting, Fishing
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4,721 land, 2,845 water

L A W E N F O R C E ME N T
Responsibil i ties of the Division are not limited only to the activitie s implied
in its title. The operation of the departmentts aircraft, the radio communications
system , and the boating section are also a part of its function. ,
The conservation officer's dut i es and responsi bilities are many fold, However,
the primary function i s to obta i n cnmoliance with and enforce all laws and regulatio ns
pertainin g to the management and pro t ecti on of wildlife, and the safety and conduct
of persons participa t i ng in boating act i viti es or using the areas of the state park
system. Officers pl ay an i mportant role in Civil Defense and are required to assist
in any emergency unde r thi s program . They may al so be ca 11 ed upon by other law
enforcement agencies to assi st i n the investiga tion or apprehension of persons
involved in va r ious unlawful acts .
The nature of a conse r vati on offi cer's service requires him to perform many
non-enforcement duties, especiall y those of an educational and informational nature
in which he can assist both youth and adults . Of ficers conduct and take part in
programs for sportsmen's groups , youth groups , churches , schools , civic organizat ions,
radio and televisio n prog rams , exhib i t s at fairs and various community functions , and
sports and vacation s hows. In the past yea r, they presided at 571 meetings for various
groups .
Office rs al so make or as sis t in makinq investiga tions and surveys concerning
populations and the management of fi sh, game animals , game birds , migratory bi rds ,
other species of wi ldl i fe , the s tocking or transplan ting of fish and game, and pollution
problems. As a part of t he i r f i eld acti vities, officers contacted and checked 27 ,015
hunters and 50,259 f is he rmen , They inspected 7,615 boats . The deer mortality record
increased again du r ing the yea r. The di st ri cts reported 1,510 deer and 19 antelope
mortaliti es the major i ty of which were road killed .
There were 16 known or repo r ted hunter casualtie s in 1969, of this number 3 were
In seven of the casualtie s, the victim was shot by
fatal and 13 were nonfatal
another person . Howeve r, i n nine of the casualtie s , the shooting was self inflicted ,
Firearms involved in the casualtie s included 2 handguns, 2 rifles, and 12 shotguns.
o

Age Brackets of Persons Involved
VICTIM
4
Less than 15 yea r s ot age
1
yea rs of age
16 - 21
1
years of age
22 - 26
0
yea rs of age
27 - 31
1
yea rs of age
32 - 36
0
yea rs of age
37 - 41
1
yea rs of age
42 - 46
1
47 yea rs of age and older
1
Age unknown

SHOOTER
2
5
2
0
1
1

1
0
0

During 1969, the Law Enforcement Division had a maximum complement of 51
conservation officer s, i ncluding the di vision chief, assistant division chief, l chief
pilot-communicatio~s officer , 1 boating superviso r , 5 district superviso rs , 1 officerpilot, and 41 area officers ,
Officers drove a total of l ,685 ,678 miles in their patrol cars . The average
mi leage per gallon of gasol i ne for the total miles driven was 12 .05 miles per gallon.
The average cost per mile of veh i cle operation was . 0510 cents per mile, This figure
represent s all fuel , oil, grease , tires , service, repair, and special equipment.
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A total of l ,909 arrests was made during 1969, including l ,980 offenses . Of the
total number of arrests, 1,859 were found guilty by the courts, The conviction
percentage for the total number of arrests and citations issued is 97.38 percent, and
the conviction percentage for the total number of arrests actually brought to trial
is 99 . 06 percent. These percentages not only reflect the high efficiency on the part
of the officers, but also shows the excellent co ~operation of Nebraska~s prosecutors
and courts ,
HUNTING OFFENSES
Loaded Shotgun in or on a vehicle

235

Hunting, attempting to take or possess game in closes season

203

Hunting, attempting to take or possess game without a permit

105

Hunting without permiss1on

62

Taking, attempting to take game by the aid of an artificial light

52

Taking, attempting to take or possess game from a public road

48

Overbag limit of game

38

Accessory to game law violation

15

Taking or attempting to take protected species

14

Hunting in closed area

14

Hunting or checking deer in wrong unit

12

No migratory waterfowl stamp

12

Failure to seal big game

9

Hunting or carrying a firearm on a refuge

9

Failure to leave sex ID on game birds or animals

6

No upland game bird stamp

6

Nonresident hunting on a resident hunt permit

6

Wanton waste of game

5

Hunting from a vehicle

5

Other

33

TOTAL

889
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FISHING OFFENSES
Fishing, attempting to take or possess fish without a permit

430

Too many hooks or lines

34

Nonresident in possessio n of resident permit

13

Using illegal methods or devices

10

Snagging fish

6

Overbag l i mit of fish

5

Other

18

TOTAL

516
BOATING OFFENSES
157

Improperly equipped vessel
No registrat ion, numbers or symbols

26

Towing sk i er without mirro r or observer

22

No l i fe jacket on child under the age of 12

10

No signal device or lights on boat

6

Skiing without the life jacket

5

Speeding

5

Other

7

TOTAL

238

MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES
Littering

95

Mino r in possession of alcohol i c beverages

59

Drink i ng on s tate property

46

Speeding or reckless driving

29

Driving or parking in restricte d area

18

Entering or swimming in closed park area

18

Overn i ght camping on refuge

11
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MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES continued
Operating vehicle on expired plates

6

No dri·vers 1i cense

6

Malicious mischief

6

·' 1

Failure to stop at stop sign

5

Destruction of property

5

Possession of marijuana

5

Other

28

TOTAL

337

TOTAL ARRESTS AND SUMMONS ISSUED

1,909

Not guilty

14

Cases dismissed

28

No complaint filed

8

TOTAL CONVICTIONS

1,859

TOTAL FINES

$36,822 .50

TOTAL COSTS

9,174.91

TOTAL LIQUIDATED DAMAGES

11,935.00

GRAND TOTAL
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$57,932.41

PERCENTAGE OF
TOTAL ARRESTS

YEAR

TOTAL ARRESTS AND
.SUMMONS ISSUED

TOTAL
CONVICTIONS

1969

l ,909

l ,859

97.38

1968

l, 767

l, 743

98.64

1967

l, 799

l , 768

98 . 27

1966

l , 971

l , 930

97 .91

1965

l , 921

l ,897

98,82

1964

l ,943

l ,904

97.99

1963

2,000

l , 943

97 .15

1962

l ,393

l ,379

98 , 99

1961

l , 731

l ,696

97.97

1960

l ,520

1,472

96 ,84

1959

1,000

986

98.60

1958

801

761

95,00

1957

509

502

98.62

1956

484

474

97 , 93

1955

572

562

98.25

1954

477

473

99 .16
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BREAKDOWN OF ARRESTS FOR 1969
AGE BRACKET

ONLY ADDRESS GIVEN IS NAME OF TOWN

URBAN

. RU.RA~ ...

. ·-· ..PR POS$IBLY A.PQS,: QFF'ICE BOX NUMBER

12 - 15

24

44

4

16 - 19

441

114

83

20 - 23

296

52

37

24 - 27

174

29

33

28 - 31

106

16

15

32 - 35

81

15

11

36 - 39

54

16

10

40 - 45

76

13

15

46 - 50

36

10

9

51 - 55

40

8

9

56 - 60

24

8

5

61 - 65

12

2

6

66 and Over

16

1

4

1,380

288

241

Less than 12

GRAND TOTALS
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=

1,909

AERO COMMANDER AIRCRAFT OPERATION REPORT
During 1969, the Game and Parks Commission aircraft was used primarily as a
tool for the transportation of Game and Parks personnel about Nebraska and out- of-s tate
areas. Trips were made again to the east coast for the striped bass and, as last
year, all the transportation of fish was successful.
During all of November, the aircraft was down for a complete overhaul on both
engines. Although work was finished in December, no billing was made until January,
1970, so this cost will not be reflected in the 1969 report but will be included in
the 1970 annual report.
The aircraft was not used for almost 3½ months (J anuary, February, and March).
Very bad icing conditions prevailed , and many scheduled trips had to be cancelled, as
the aircraft is not equipped with any deicing equipment. The total and direct
operating costs for 1969 was much higher than 1968 or 1967 . Although maintenance and
other fixed costs remained about the same or less than 1967 and 1968.
During 1969, pilot proficiency time was increased due to the fact that the chief
pilot was engaged in flight training for the Airline Transport Pilot Rating, which
was issued in August of 1969. This rating is recognized as being very important to
a11 operators of aircraft engaged in our type of flying and is required by many
companies for the chief pilot .
In 1970, it is hoped that more utilization of the aircraft can be made by
department personnel for in-state travel.
DIRECT OPERATING COST BREAKDOWN
Aircraft maintenance
Gasoline
Oil

Storage and Preheat
Charts and Publications
Co-pilot Service
Miscellaneou s Supplies
Radio Repair
TOTAL

1968
$2 ,T'fB.52
4,103.09
142.60
1 ,432,75

1969
$1,327.52
3,507.75
142. 17
1,547 ,57
124.04

17.83
28,00

29.76
1,151 . 17

$7,842.79

$7,823.98

352,0

Total hours flown
Direct Operating Cost Per Hour

22,35

*Total aircraft engine operating time will be approximately 10
more than noted, since aircraft recording hour meter is run by
pressure over the wing and is operating only when aircraft has
speed . Total flight time is air to ground time only. Average
consumption for 1969 was 26.0 gallons per hour total.
483,4
387.2
319.6

Total Engine Time for 1967
Total Engine Time for 1968
Total Engine Time for 1969

1 , 190 . 2

Total Engine Time to Date
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290.3*
26,95
percent
air
flight
gasoline

TOTAL OPERATING COST BREAKDOWN
1968
282.00
l ,218. 00
ll ,027. 37
7,842.79

1969
455,00
l ,218.00
11 ,027 . 37
7,823.98

$20,370.16

$ 20,524 . 35

1968
$57.87
.33
6.2
5.3

1969
$70 . 77
.67

$500,000 single limit bodily injury

and property damage each occurrence
Hull All Risk Basis $85,000 Insured Value
Depreciation with 25% residual 7 years
Total direct operating cost

TOTAL OPERATING COST
1967

Per Hour
$4"9.57
Per Mile
. 31
Total Operating Cost Per Seat Mile
.05
Seat Load Factor
5.6

l l. 9

5.6

PROJECTED DIRECT OPERATING COST PER HOUR
For 1969
Actual direct cost for 1969
With engine overhaul reserve 8.06 cost -would be

$30. 13
26 , 95
35 .01

1968 PROJECTED TOTAL OPERATING COST PER HOUR

For 1969
Actual total cost for 1969

61 .44
70 . 77

PROJECTED DIRECT OPERATING COST PER HOUR FOR 1970
Normal 100 hour inspections
Normal 50 hour inspections
Radio overhaul and maintenance
Instrument overhaul and maintenance
Propeller overhaul
Remanufactured engines each 900 hours
*Fuel 30 GPH@ 45¢ per gallon
Oil
Storage and preheat
TOTAL

3.00
,50
.83
. 50
.50
8.06
13,50
.60
2.64
30. 13

PROJECTED TOTAL OPERATING COST AT 400 .00 HOURS
Direct Operating Cost
Liability and Hull Insurance
Depreciation
PROJECTED TOTAL -OPERATING COST FOR 1970
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$30. 13
3.75
27 ., 56
61 ,44

per
per
per
per
per
per
per
per
per

hour
hour
hour
hour
hour
hou r
hour
hour
hour

AIRCRAFT INCOME
Gas refund for 7969
Other Departments outside Game and Parks Commission
Parks Division
Federal Aid
Game Division

$190.85
503.49
377. 91
554.47
435.87

Charges were made to other departments requesting the use of the Commission
Aircraft as follows:
All Game and Parks divisions - 1968 Direct Operating Cost of
$22.35 per hour.
All other departments - 1968 Total Operating Cost of $57.87 per hour .
Charges to othe r departments for 1970 will be ba sed on the total
operating costs for 1969 of $70.77.
Charges to other divi sions wi thin the Game Commission for 1970 will
be based on the direct operating cost for 1969 of $26.95.
Refund and charges to other departments was not used to lower either
the direct or total operating costs.
BREAKDOWN OF AIRCRAFT USE BY DIVISIONS
Di rector and Combined Depa rtment Transportation
Engineering
Federal Aid
Fi seal
Fisheries
Game
Information and Tourism
Land Management
Law Enforcement Survey and Patrol
Maintenance
Parks
Research

1969
99.3
6.6
l. 9

35.4
33.3
23,l
11,6

3.7
3.6
16 .9
6.0
20,5

Commissioners

8.5
4.0
15 . 9
290.3

Other Departments
Lands and Water
Pilot Proficiency
287.8

TOTAL HOURS OF DAY FLYING

2.5

TOTAL HOURS OF NIGHT FLYING
· TOTAL HOURS OF INSTRUMENT FL YING
TOTAL HOURS FLOWN
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3.7
290.3

CHAMPION AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS REPORT
The Champion aircraft flown by Officer Leonard Spoering is located at Bassett,
Nebraska. As in past years, this aircraft has been utilized to the ful~est extent
on waterfowl surveys, game surveys, and law enforcement work.
The Champion aircraft was flown a total of 408.90 hours during 1.96.9. This was
about 40 hours less than ,in 1968. The decrease in flying time was brought about ·by
inclement weather. Several flights has to be cancelled because of poor vi ,s ibility.
The 408.90 hours consisted of 356,85 hours of daytime and 52.05 hours of night
time flying. _ The cost of the aircraft operation was $5.12 per hour plus insurance
and depreciation.
There were 16 violations of the fish and game laws and regulations detected from
the aircraft during patrol. · A11 of the violations were detected during night patrol.
These violators, when brought .to trial, were a,.1'1 found guilty by the courts and were
assessed $200 in fines, $77 in court costs, and $25 liqui.dated damages. There also
were two confiscations of raccoons.
BREAKDOWN OF OPERATING COSTS
TOTAL HOURS FLOWN
Daytime
Night Time

356,85
. 52 .05

Total Time Flown

408,90

DIRECT OPERATI~G COST
Aircraft maintenance
Gasoline

$ 672 ,49
l , 156, 54
75 , 16
187.50

Oil

Storage
TOTAL
DIRECT OPERATING COST PER HOUR

$2,091

.6e

5 .12

TOTAL OPERATING COST
Direct cost per hour
Insurance
Depreciation 25% residual

$2,091 .69
128. 00 .
1,047.64 TOTAL

TOTAL COST PER HOUR

$3,267 ,33
7,99

AIRCRAFT INCOME
Federal aid (Nov. 1968 through Dec, 1969)
$2,338,40
14.42
Gas refund
This income was not used to lower the cost of direct or total operation.
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HOURS OF FLYING TIME

PURPOSE OF RENTAL
Law Enforcement Patrol and Orientation

129.55

Duck Survey

72 ,85

Antelope Survey

91 ,30

Deer Survey

12.75
4 .10

Depredations (Deer)

32.75

Depredations (Antelope)
Transportati on of Personnel

6.90

Fisheries Survey

8,l0

Aerial Photography

18 ,05

Federal Waterfowl Survey

22,25

Federal Photography

10.30
408,90

TOTAL FLYING TIME

BREAKDOWN OF RADIO OPERATION COSTS
Mobile radio contract with Midwest Communications

1968
$8,814.00

1969
$8,814.00

Radio equipment contract for Towers, Repeaters and
Controls with Midwest Communications

4,470 ,00

4,482,00

Other radio equipment service not covered by contract

142 , 70

342.05

New Installations

194 . 00

l ,295.00

870.67

Tower repairs not covered by contract
Upgrading present equipment, including Arthur Tower
and Wolbach Towers

3,305.63
$16,926,33
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$15,803.72

BOATING
In 1969, Nebraska hit an all time high in its 9 years of motorboat registration
with a total of 25,370. Since sailboats, kayaks, rowboats, and canoes do not have to
be registered there is no way of counting them, but there is no doubt that their
numbers are increasing rapidly just as with motorboats, This is shown by the numberous
regattas, boat shows, and races which are promoted constantly during the warmer months .
Five canoe races and two sailing regattas were held during the summer. They were
checked and approved and were successful in every way.
As during the previous summers, the Game and Parks Commission joined the Lancaster
County Red Cross and the City of Lincoln Recreation Department to give free Red Cross
canoeing and sailing instructions during the summer on Holmes Lake, Youngsters and
the not -so-young availed themselves of the classes and approximately 500 received Red
Cross certificates.
City, rural, public, and private schools desiring instruction received it,
Concordia College in Seward, Nebr., has taken many classes from the Game
Commission and in return has made its pool available on Saturday and Sunday afternoons
for training small groups.
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campfire Girls, FFA, rural youth and 4~H took the Game
Commission Boating Safety Courses.
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission was represented at the South Central Boat
Law Administrators 1 Meeting at New Orleans, La. , and the National Association of State
Boat Law Administrators at Milwaukee, Wisc .
In addition to their regular duties, the personnel of the Law Enforcement Division
has done an excellent job in educating the public in boating and motor safety.
The Information and Tourism Division has continued to keep the public informed
through various publications, radio, and television .
In 1960, just over 14,000 motorboats were registered in Nebraska . In that same
year, there were 28 boat accidents, 14 injuries, and 7 deaths , In 1969 , over 25,300
motorboats were registered, and there were 18 accidents, 3 injuries, and 9 deaths , ·
The figures show improvement , but there · is still room for a great deal more .
YEAR

ACCIDENTS

INJURIES

DEATHS

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

28
17
27
25
17
22

14
9
12

7
6
6
7
3
8
l
6
2
9

18
11

3
7
12
3
3

11
11

9
18
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P A R K S

This division is charged by state law with the administration and management of
the Nebraska state park system . State park areas are administered in the following
statutory classifications:
STATE PARKS are resource based recreational areas of substantial size , having
scenic, scientific, and historical values and complete development potentials. Nebraska
at present has four such areas in operations: Chadron, Fort Robinson, Ponca, and
Niobrara. One offers a restaurant and hotel rooms, two have group camps, three have
swimming pools, and all offer modern housekeeping cabins and overniqht camping
facilities.
The Commission is in the process of acqu1r1ng a fifth such area, Indian Cave
State Park, to meet some of the urgent need for complete state park facilities in the
heavily populated southeast section of the state.
STATE RECREATION AREAS possess primarily day - use potentials with overnight
camping also an important consideration . Such areas are also resource based and are
located in accordance with sound park management principles.
STATE HISTORICAL PARKS are sites wh i ch are of notable historical significance
to the State of Nebraska and are of sufficient size to permit the interpretive
potential of the site to be fully developed. Limited day-use facilities may not
detract or interfere with the primary purpose of the area.
STATE WAYSIDE AREAS are located along main traveled highways, at points of scenic
and historical interest where possible. These areas are developed specifically to
afford the traveler a safe place to stop and to rest and picnic, with overnight
camping of a limited natu re.
The following is a resume of 1969 activities by principal areas:
STATE PARKS
Chadron
Three new modern r estrooms were completed in the picnic and camning areas. A
new residence was completed fo r the assistant superintendent. The swimming pool
was sandblasted and painted, and normal housekeeping maintenance was conducted.
Fort Robinson
Routine maintenance was performed on the grounds . Two permanent light projection
towers were moved to the east side of the camp area for the Crazy Horse pageant. The
interiors of the brick 1900 officers' quarters were repainted and floors sanded.
The floor in the conference hall of the park administration (lodge) building was
refinished.
Niobrara
There was no major flooding at Niobrara in the 1969 season, Guests were
registered from 37 different states and 3 provinces in Canada . Silver maples and red
cedar trees were planted to replace those lost to the high water table and Dutch Elm
disease. The cedar did not adjust to the high water table, but the survival rate of
the maples was high.
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Ponca
Construction was commenced on a new modern camping area which will have electrical
hookups and sewage disposal . The swimming pool was refinished by sandblasting and
repainting. Four of the cabin units were reshingled and a new ceiling was installed
in one unit . A new sewer system was installed for cabins 9, 10, 11 and 12 . A new
innovation, well received at the park, was the boat concession on the Missouri River.
Two adjoining pieces of land were purchased, and development of these was initiated .
Construction was completed and usage begun on a new storage building for linens .
Indian Cave
Development of this new area was commenced, The cemetery grounds were mowed
and trimmed , trees were planted, and fire access roads were repaired. Three miles
cf boundary fences were constructed. Existing access roadways were mowed.
STATE HISTORICAL PARKS
Arbor Lodge
A hemlock tree and a golden rain tree were planted in honor of Joy Morton Porter
and the former park superintendent , Grant McNeel . Other replacement tree planti ng
was accomplished . Routine maintenance was performed . The removal of dead elm trees
continued . Fencing was completed and a north -south sewer line installed . Income
and patronage were up at th i s park.
Ash Hollow
A long - range interpretive plan for the park was completed . An existing cabin
was converted to a temporary visitor center , Park roads were laid out and surveyed.
Development was advanced by mowing areas, trimming trees , and a general cl ean -up of
the entire area. Windlass Hill and the stone schoolhouse tract were fenced. A
low~water crossing was constructed on Ash Creek and flood control dikes installed and
repaired on the lower creek channel. About 30 acres of -fields formerly under
cultivation were seeded to grass.
Fo r t Atkinson
No capital development was carried on at Fort Atkinson other than road and
parking area surfacing . Archaeological exploration scheduled for 1970 will determine
the exact location of the various features to be developed at this area . The
legislature authori zed a superintendent for Fort Atkinson which will allow basic
development and protection of the historic resource .
Fort Hartsuff
Stabilization of the guardhouse and dispensary area was completed, and some work
was performed on the commissioned officers quarters , Plans have been formulated fo r
a superintendent's residence and a water system to be installed in fiscal 1970-1971.
1

Buffalo Bill Ranch
The Parks Division continued to acquire artifacts related to Buffalo Bill Cody .
The bar n, cob house, ice house , and restrooms were repainted, and a number of trees,
shrubs and flowers was planted over the area and around the mansion . Twenty- three
television programs were presented, and 52 radio programs, lectures, and pre -arranged
tours of the grounds were given .
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Fort Kea r ny
This park continued to be beset by Dutch Elm di.sease , Some 224 dead elm trees
were removed . The area was str uck by a severe wi nd storm in June, and 220 additional
trees ~ere demolished . Thousands of flowers, shrubs, trees, etc , , were planted in
the beautification program inaugurated this year. Several hundred cottonwood and
cedar trees were transplanted to offset the loss suffered from Dutch Elm disease and
storm damage . A 10-foot by 40 - foot cover was constructed over the sewage plant to
prevent fr~ezing damage . Visitatio n increased over previous years.
STATE RECREATION AREAS
Dead Timber
Visitati on was up in this area. Dirt work and filling were done on the west
road, foot paths were mowed, and small trees pruned and trimmed . General maintenance
was conducted on equipment, buildings , and wells.
Fremont Lakes
The heavy use patte r n at this area continues . Camping particularly showed an
increase. Proper secu r ity control of the ar ea continues to be impossible due to
the many entrances to the area , Vandalism of state property and theft of personal
property from par k users are constant problems . Vandalism damage alone is estimated
at $10,000 per yea r. Gene ra l repa ir and maintenance were conducted on the area.
Maintenance of the 12 . 2 miles of dirt and gr avel roads was facilitated by the
acquisition of a motor-g ra de r.
Lewis and Clar k Lake
Routine maintenance was accomp -1ished . Forty-five yards of sand were deposited
on the Weigand beach area . The blacktop road between Weigand and Miller Creek was
completed. A crew of Gree n Thumber s was utilized in this area. Erosion of the
banks along the shoreline conti nues to create a problem.
11

11

Lake Mcconaughy
Eight asphalt parking lots we re constructed at the Martin Bay development,
togethe r with two miles of asphalt roads . Three modern latrines were erected at
Martin Bay . These latrines are complete wi th hot and cold running water, heat, and
electricity. Six aluminum picn i c shelters and two por table change houses were also
constructed in this development. Security lights, two additional hand wells, and
one drinking fountain were i nstalled.
The constr ucti on area at Martin Bay was seeded and mulched . A combination
headquarters and maintenance building was constructed at the south end of Kingsley
Dam . Security lights were installed at the public - use area on Otter Creek. Some
1,200 assorted trees, shurbs, and flowers were planted below Kings ·ley Dam. Directional
signs were installed to facilita te the general public's use of the area. Two floating
boat docks were i nstalled adjacent to the launching ramps at Otter Creek and Martin
Bay. The wash sand was re moved from the shoreline adjacent to the launching ramp
area at Martin Bay. Lake Ogallala was rotenoned and restocked with rainbow trout.
There was an increase i n the leasing of private cabin lots during the year .
A modern hydraulic -contr olled garbage hauling unit was acquired, easing the area
garbage disposal problem .
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Lake .Minatare
General maintenance and repair were conducted, and 10 picnic tables and 7 grills
were installed at this area. All boat ramps were riprapped. The usage on this area
was down five percent.
Louisville
Additional areas for camp sites were cleared and 10 new water fountains installed.
Public use of the area showed an increase.
Sherman Reservoir
A crash musk thistle control program was instituted at this area. Some 550
gallons of chemical were used in the spring spraying, and 235 gallons were used in
the fall spraying. And, 200 black walnut trees were transplanted to the area along
the creek bottom below the face of the dam. General maintenance was conducted.
Stolley
Some 100 dead trees were removed , Part of the roads were graveled, and general
maintenance and repair continued. The continued encroachment of an urban environment
constitutes a serious long - term problem.
Two Rivers
The overall annual patronage count of this area was down due to the closing of
the trout lake in October . Two new toilet accommodations were set up at the carp
lake . Some 1,200 dead American elm trees and stumps were removed by contract. Then,
542 trees were transplanted from the Two Rivers' nursery to public use areas. The
trailer lot septic tank field was renovated, a modern shower- latrine building was
erected in the North River camping area, and 25 additional picnic tables were added .
Blacktop roads in the parking lots were armor coated. The administration building
was reroofed .
Victoria Springs
Visitation and income remained constant in the 1969 season.
and repairs were conducted on the area.

Routine maintenance

Southwest Reservoirs
ENDERS: Fou~ vault pr~fabricated .latrines were installed at the boat ramp and
George Grove areas . Erosion-control projects were carried out by riprapping and
changing the access road and parking lots. Routine maintenance and upkeep were
carried out.
MEDICINE CREEK : The swimming area was enlarged, test wells were sunk, and
riprap ~control measures were initiated at the East Side recreation area . A security
light was installed in the West Side recreation area. Routine maintenance and upkeep
were conducted .
SWANSON LAKE: Usage increased in the 1969 season. Repairs were made to the
water system in the Macklin Bay area. A new road was constructed in the Spring Canyon
recreation area as part of an erosion control measure.
RED WILLOW: Erosion control projects were carried out, as were routine maintenance
and upkeep. Grass ~fire damage was sustained on the state -operated lands as a result
of untended fires left by fishermen. Tornado damage was sustained to the docks and
trailer houses in the concession area.
Page 74

Salt Valley Rese rv oi rs
BLUESTEM: Selecti ve cleari ng was accomplished, the camping area enlarged, and
150 new trees planted .
CONESTOGA:

Routine maintenan ce and upkeep were performed.

BRANCHED OAK : Six teen vault latrines, 3 boat ramps, 9 wells, a ski jetty, and
10½ miles of roads w~re constructed. Sand was hauled and spread for the two new
beaches. Some 120 acres of clea red ground were seeded, and 650 new trees were planted.
OLIVE CREEK :

Eros i on control work was perfor med and 25 new trees planted .

PAWNEE : A new entrance sign was installed .
routine mai ntenance and upkeep perfo rmed .

Some 122 trees were transplanted and

STAGECOACH: The dead elm trees we re removed from the area and burned.
maintenance and upkeep wer e performed .

Routine

WAGON TRAIN : Seventy - five new trees were planted , and 30 truckloads of sand
were added to the existing beach . The dead elms were cut down and burned, and routine
maintenance performed.
YANKEE HILL : This area is undeveloped but receives extensive use from fishermen
and at the f i eld trial area . .
TWIN LAKES:

Routine maintenance and upkeep were performed .
STATE WAYSIDE AREAS

Progress on some f r onts and frust rating delays on others --that was the story of
the state waysi de areas in 1969. Seven state wayside areas were developed and opened
to public use. These included Li ttle Nemaha , east of Unadilla on Nebraska 2; Blackbird,
no rth of Decatur on U.S. 73 ; Beave r Dam , west of Jackson on U.S . 20; Elkhorn, north
of Norfolk on U. S. 81; Cheyenne, on I-80 at the Wood River Interchange; War Axe, on
I.80 at the Shelton Inte rcha nge, and Union Pacific, on 1-80 at the Odessa Interchange.
Progress was slowed on the Grand Island and Gi bbon interchange state wayside areas
due to contractor delays and budget problems. The wayside system now contains 22
areas open or unde r development and 4 s i tes awaiting development funds.
MAINTENANCE SECTION
District 1
General maintenance and housekeeping were conducted at Box Butte, Cottonwood
Lake and Walgren Lake state recreation areas and at Cochran State Wayside Area.
Twelve new picnic tables were added to the Box Butte area.
District 2
Routine mai ntenance and housekeeping chores were performed on Ballards
Marsh State Special Use Area and at Merritt, Long Lake, and Atkinson state recreation
areas.
District 3
General mainte nance and repairs were conducted on the Hord Lake, Pibel,
Ravenna, Bowman and Cottonmill recreation areas and at Mormom Trail, North Loup,
Chalkmine, Beaver Creek, Republ i can Valley, OLD, and American Legion wayside areas.
A boat dock was constructed at Cottonmill Recreation Area , Routi ne duties such as
rock, tree, and shrub hauling were performed.
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District 4
Champion, Gallagher Canyon, Jeffrey Lake, Johnson Lake, Maloney Lake and
Rock Creek Lake areas were maintained and repairs performed as necessary .
District 5
Mud Creek and Verdon state recreation areas were maintained. Trees were
removed from the Alexandria and Memphis state recreation areas. Trees were planted
at Brownville, Memphis, and Riverview recreation areas. Beaver Dam Wayside Area
was developed and readied for opening in the spring of 1970. General maintenance
and repair were performed at Blue River , Blue Valley, Crosstrails , Millstone, Little
Nemaha, and Blackbird state wayside areas. Two new latrine buildings were constructed
at Brownville State Recrea~on Area . A foot bridge was inst~lled at Memphis State
Recreation Area .
PLANNING SECTION
Activit i es during 1969 were concentrated primarily on comprehensive site planning
for projects associated with the Commission's Land and Water Conservation Program.
Assignments consisted of preparing preliminary and detailed site plans for new areas,
redevelopment studies, narrative planning reports, reservoir development studies,
and park structure sketches .
The tree-plantin g program continued, aid with park operations was provided field
personnel, and some planning assistance was furnished associated agencies.
The following areas received some form of major planning work :
l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11 .
12 .
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18 .

Blackbird State Wayside Area
Beaver Dam State Wayside Area
Elkhorn State Wayside Area
Blue Valley State Wayside Area
Mormon Island State Wayside Area
Windmill State Wayside Area
Smith Lake Special Use Area
Basswood Special Use Area
Fremont State Recreation Area
Kearney County State Recreaton Area
Louisville State Recreation Area
Memphis State Recreation Area
Sherman Reservoir
Red Willow Reservoir
Swanson Reservoir
Medicine Creek Reservoir
Big Indian Reservoir
Ash Hollow State Historical Park
SIGN SHOP

The Sign Shop constructed 1,967 signs. Of these, 1,846 were silk screened,
48 routed, and 73 special hand or spray - lettered. The entrance sign and the barn
signs at Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park were completely refinished.
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YEAR 1969
STATE PARK AND RECREATION AREA INCOME
1968

AREA

1969

$ 6,453,51

$ 6,977.07

3,643.48

3,963.22

28,361.61

34,873.21

795.00

l ,050.62

Fort Robinson State Park

75,047.89

68,219.82

Niobrara State Park

24,409.27

24, ,113.79

Ponca State Park

23,258.75

27·,869. 51

Stolley State Recreation Area

l ,260.00

l ,970.80

* Two Rivers State Recreation Area

11,840.07

19,839.56

l ,724,00
$176,793.58

2,224.60
$191,102.20

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park
Buffal10 Bill Ranch State Historical Park
Chadron State Park
Fort Kearny State Historical Park

Victoria Springs State Recreation Area

* $65,881.50 -- Additional income collected at Two Rivers State Recreation Area in
relation to "fish and game" activities during 1969.
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VISITATION
AREA

1967

1968

1969

195,822

161,417

182,566

64,358

61 , 900

45,411

215,515

191,314

192,921

* 43,725

111,553

103,731

No Estimate

No Estimate

No Estimate

Niobrara State Park

102,270

130,071

128,201

Ponca State Park

163,596

184,037

175,639

Stolley State Recreation Area

111,607

163,568

142,752

Two Rivers State Recreation Area

330,297

435,439

370,716

552669
l ,282,859

50,314

71,033

1 ,489 ,613

1,412,970

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park
Buffalo Bi 11 Ranch State Historical Park
Chadron State Park
Fort Kearny State Historical Park
Fort Robinson State Park

Victoria Springs State Recreation Area

* Area under development

CABIN GUESTS
AREA

1967

1968 .

1969 ·

Chadron State Park

2,992

3,247

2,753

Fort Robinson State Park

2,816

3,848

3,146

Niobrara State Park

2,598

2,951

2,317

Ponca State Park

3,119

3,078

2,477

327

432

387

11,852

13,556

10,980

Victoria Springs State Recreation Area
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CAMPERS
1968
Individual
Campers

Area

1968
Group
Campers

1969
Individual
Campers

1969
Group
Campers

11 ,407

774

11 , 945

606

Fort Robinson State Park

8,469

none

6,547

none

Niobrara State Park

6,850

l ,305

4, 623

589

Ponca State Park

9,411

none

9,249

none

Stolley State Recreation Area

8 , 930

none

7, l 08

none

Victoria Springs State Recreation Area

l ,647

none

2,045

none

29 , 754

none
2,079

26 , 350

none
l , 195

Chadron State Park

Two Rivers State Recreation Area

76,468

67,867

HORSE (TRAIL RIDE) AND SWIMMING . POOL INCOME
Area

Horse {Trail Ride)

Swimming Pool

$ 3,558.00

$ 4 ,966 . 00

Chadron State Park
Fort Robinson State Park

2,970 . 00

none

Niobrara State Park

2,092 . 50

3,277.85

Ponca State Park

5,797.50

4,145 .85

none

5,039.25

Two Rivers State Recreation Area

$14,418 . 00
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$17 ,368.94

P E RS ONNE L
Responsibilities of the Personnel Division include, but are not limited to
(1) the administration of payroll, retirement, workmen 1 s compensation, insurance,
accident reports, performance evaluation, personnel records, etc., and (2) interviewing,
testing, checking references, and processing personnel recommendation transaction
forms.
·
During 1969, there were 369 applicants for temporary positions and 251 applicants
for permanent positions, and 311 office interviews were conducted.
Payro 11 s
PERMANENT
Average number of employees per month

355

New employees

49

Terminations

58

TEMPORARY
Average number of employees per month

168

Largest payroll

331

Smallest payroll

44
Accident Reports for 1969

Number of personal injury accidents

55

Number of lost time from work

16

Number of vehicle accidents

36

Number of vehicle accidents by division:
Law Enforcement 17
State Parks

6

Land Management 5
Fisheries

3

Game

3

I &T

l

Engineering

1
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Nature of Injuries of Personne 1
Back
Hand
Knee
Eye
Fingers
Foot
Head
Hip
Ankle
Bites - snake
raccoon
Poison Ivy

Neck
Shoulder
Broken Wrist
Broken Nose
Broken Tooth
Bruised Rib
Leg
Burns (arms )
Broken Rib and
Sprained Ankle
Broken Hip and
Broken Shoulder

7

6
5
5
5
4
3
3
2
2
1

2

Total Workmen's Compensation Medical Expense in 1969 - $4,195.60
Medical Expense by Account
2332 -9
$211 . 25
2332 - 10
8.00
16 . 25
2332 - 20
2332 - 40
57 .00
2332 - 53
140 . 00
37 . 75
2332 - 54
147 . 00
2332 - 58
2332 - 59
32.00
72 080
2332 -61
20 . 80
2332- 61
10.00
2332 - 81
58 . 00
W-15- R
8.00
W-23 - D
20
.00
W-29 - D
57 . 50
W-38- R
30 .00
l 372 -62 - 7021
State Parks
29.50
1370- 8
418.40
1370- 11
8. 00
1370- 16
2192 . 65
1370- 17
14 . 50
1370-20
83.50
1370 - 21
4, 00
1370 - 23
20 .00
1370- 23- 20
l8 o40
1370- 23 -68
63.00
1370-25- 1
304 . 20
1370 - 25 - 11
37. l 0
1370- 25- 12
31 .00
1370- 26
15 . 00
1370-30
30 . 00
1370- 30- 18

Boating
Budget and Fiscal
Information and Tourism
Law Enforcement
Fisheries
Fisheri es
Fisheries
Fisheries
Engineering
Parks (Maintenance)
Land Management
Game
Land Management
Land Management
Research
Engineering

Amount of Workmen's Compensation Payments Paid in 1969 - $1,215.00
1370- 11
1370 - 17

$ 90 . 00
1125.00

State Parks
State Parks

BANKERS LIFE NEBRASKA - 2 - Life Insurance Claims - $6,029.93
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1
l
1
l
1

1
l
1

l
1

REALT Y
In 1969, the Realty Section was involved in land acquisition, appraisals,
negotiations, land reconnaissance, record breakouts, lease payments and renewals,
schools and workshops, legal liaison, and various miscellaneous assignments.
LAND ACQUISITION AND APPRAISALS
During the past year, title was acquired to 14 tracts, totaling 2,099,33 acres
at a total cost of $262,638.18, Six of these tracts were purchased for use as
state special-use areas and consisted of 818.77 acres, costing $135,051.42. The
remaining 8 tracts were to be used as park or recreation areas and totaled l ,280.26
acres at a cost of $127,576.76. A 50-year lease was obtained for 41 ,63 acres on
the Offutt Air Force Base for the new aerospace museum,
Seven tracts were appraised during the year for acquisition and/or exchange
purposes. A report was started on Niobrara State Park in an attempt to establish
a replacement cost for the relocation of the park. The aggradation at the mouth
of the Niobrara River is causing the park to become unusable and thus the relocation
seems imminent.
CONDEMNATION, NEGOTIATIONS, AND .RECONNAISSANCE
The remaining tracts at the Indian Cave and Ponca state parks are being processed
under the right of eminent domain . We also carrted out numerous negotiations in an
attempt to effect a purchase prior to exercising eminent domain,
Sixteen reconnaissance t ri ps were made to prospective tracts which were offered
for sale or sites the department wanted to purchase which might fill needs for
wayside areas, parks, and special-use areas,
IRON HORSE TRAIL
Since the passage of L.B. 606 during the last session of the legislature, numerous
letters were received from landowners who own land adjacent to the abandoned railroad
right•of-way stating whether they want to sell, trade, or not offer for sale their
respective tracts. This bill authorizes the Game Commission to sell portions of this
abandoned right-of-way under the provisions stated in the bill.
LEGAL RECORDS
In an attempt to have ready answers to the many queries concerning the what, when,
where, etc. regarding the Commission real estate a reference has been compiled.
l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Alphab~tical list of all deeded land, by designation
Alphabetical list of all deeded land, by county, by designation
Alphabetical list of land, by -county
Deeded lands by county, by year acquired, by designation
Year acquired, by designation
·
Total areas, by year acquired
List of all owned and/or leased lands, by county
Alphabetical list of leased land
List of lands owned and/or leased by legislative districts
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There is also a state map showing the approximate location of each area and a
key to the map showing the total acres of land, marsh and/or water on each tract .
The Department of Roads was provided a complete legal description of all lands
the Commission owns and/or leases, so they would be able to plot these areas on the
individual county maps as they are revised .
LEASES
This section handles all lease payments and renewals.
areas leased which consist of storage and office spaces.

At present, there are 25

WORKSHOPS AND SCHOOLS
During February, the department was represented at the Federal Aid Realty workshop
held in Minneapolis, Minn . , and in August at the International Association of Assessing
Officers Training School in Lincoln.
APPRAISAL REVIEW
The realty secti on was charged with the res pons i bi l i ty of revi e1,11i ng and
determining initial acceptance or rejection on all Federal Aid connected with
real estate appraisals.

Page 83

RE S EA RCH

As implied by its name, it is the responsibility of the Research Division to
design and conduct studies and experiments in the areas of bio-logy and ecology, to
supply facts needed for improved management of Nebraska I s .wildlife resources. The
majority of this work, performed under Federal Aid, is described in the following
paragraphs.
Terrestrial Research
Pitman - Robertson Projects W-28- R, W-33 - R, and W-38-R
Terrestrial research covered a wide array of work during 1969, Both of the
major studies on prairie grouse and pheasant entered the analysis and publication
stages. Only that field work which would provide needed definitive data was continued.
One aspect of such work included the systematic counts of grouse display grounds
on the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey. This study was designed to test the
ability of such counts to measure changes in population size.
Other field work, designed to measure the impact of current and future land -use
practices on prairie grouse populations , was continued. Data on vegetation and
topography of grouse display grounds were collected by temporary employee Curtis
Twedt, a Ph.D. candidate at the ~niversity of Nebraska.
An enthusiastic public - use response to the blinds available for observation of
the spring display of grouse was evident in 1968 . As a result, the Forest Service
co-operated in making 2 more blinds available to the public in 1969.
Pheasant life history and ecology studies were continued during 1969 . Work
was directed toward completion of data analysis and publication of results . Emphasis
during the analysis and publication stages is being placed on habitat requirements
of the species, census techniques, and factors affecting reproduction.
Pesticides and their effects on wildlife continued to be a major concern during
1969. One study to measure the effect of parathion on juvenile pheasants was
completed. Results showed that young pheasants were not directly affected by exposure
to this organo -phosphate insecticide . A significant amount of blood cholinesterase
depression did , however, indicate that re -exposure to the chemical within a short - time
could be detrimental.
A co-operative study initiated in 1968 with the University of Nebraska to measure
effects of wide-area application of malathion was continued. Data collected in
Dawson County to date has not shown that wildlife is harmed by this chemical as used
in this experiment.
Aquatic Research
Dingell -Johnson Project F- 4-R
Study I
Study II.

Sauger and Walleye Investigations in the Missouri River.
Flathead Catfish Investigations in the Missouri River,

The objective of the Missouri River study is to pinpoint factors of the aquatic
environment which limit the size of fish populations. Knowledge of these factors is
basic to better management .
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In the unchannelized section of this river, studies are being conducted to determine
the location and number of spawning sites as well as annual movement patterns of sauger
and walleye. The studies have shown that both species congregated below Gavins Point
Dam preparatory to spawning but that they do not spawn there. Apparently they scatter
back downstream before spawning . Further research will more accurately pinpoint
spawning sites, so that the provision of similar habitat may be considered when this
section is channelized.
In other studies researchers are try i ng to determine if the catfish, as well as
other species wh ich live in the river, use a tributary stream for spawning purposes .
Although this study is not complete, results of netting in spring and summer indicate
that the catfishes do not move into the tributary stream but that some species do.
Study III.

The Ro1G of Pheromones in the Reproductive Behavior of Problem Fish
Species and their Potential for Use in Management of These Species.

Knowledge of whether certain fishes congregate during the reproductive season
by perceiving odors released by one or both sexes may lead to an effective tool in
controlling populations . Du ri ng the past year studies have been carried out in the
laboratory to provide this knowledge.
The black bullhead was one of the fish species studied. The female was found to
be attracted to the male during the spawning season by means of an odor (pheromone)
released by the male . If through further work this pheromone can be produced artificially,
then it can be used to concentrate female bullheads in areas accessible to fishermen
or to traps. Both techniques should help reduce the populations of this species which
frequently overpopulates small bodies of water.
The other fish species studied was the carp. However, only preliminary tests
were conducted on this species . These preliminary tests were to determine if , by the
use of odor , immature carp can differentiate between other individual carp regardless
of sex. The early work was also .performed to develop and refine procedures for
working with carp in the laboratory . For these tests the carp were rewarded if they
responded to the odor from one indiv i dual and punished if they responded to the odor
from another. The test carp did not learn to differentiate between the two donor carp.
Additional studies have been pursued to define the role of communication by sound
among black bullheads. As in the preceding studies, knowledge of this could lead to
an effective tool for controlling black bullhead populations ,
Three basic sounds produced by black bullheads have been identified along with
some variations of these basic sounds. However , the significance of these sounds
in the life the black bullhead has not been determined, It is known that the frequency
of sound production i ncreases during the spawning season and that the loss of the
sense of smell results in an increase in sound production. This is circumstantial
evidence of the importance of communication by sound during reproduction.
Study IV.

Investigations of the Use of the Sterile -Male Method for Bluegill Control.

The objective of this project was to determine if bluegill reproduction can be
controlled in small ponds by the introduction of sterile, but sexually vigorous male
bluegills.
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Fifteen hatchery ponds, located near Orchard , Nebr., were used as sites for this
project. During June, 10 of the ponds were stocked with varying ratios of sterile to
normal males and female bluegills. The remaining five ponds received only normal
males and females. These experimental populations were allowed to reproduce during
the summer. The ponds were drained in the fall so all of the fish in them could be
captured. When the young fish have been counted researchers hope to d~termine if
the sterile males lowered reproduction by comparing the numbers of ybung produced in
ponds with and without sterile males . If successful , this project could result in a
means of controlling the rate of reproduction and the production of larger bluegills
for Nebraska s anglers.
·
1

Study V.

Preliminary Studies of Hybridi zati on Between Three Species in the Family
Ictaluridae.

In heavily fished waters, we frequently fi nd overpopulations of some small-sized
forage species and a virtual absence of the large-sized predatory species. The
reasons for this are diverse and interrelated but one of them is man's unnatural
pattern of predation . Fish evolved under conditions of predation which were heaviest
on the very small fish and nonexistent on the very large fish. Mants predation
(harvest) , however, focuses on the large fish while ignoring the small ones contributing
to an unwanted shift in favor of the small-sized species, Hybrid fish may be part of
the answer.
During the past year hybrid sunfish were produced which have been found to be
less wary than native fish. These hybrids are more susceptible to hook - and-line
fishing as well as to predation by larger fish than are either of their parent species.
Those hybrids produced were a cross between the bluegill and the redear sunfish and
a cross between the green sunfish and the redear sunfish. These hybrids will be
tested in small lakes during the next few years.
Further work utilized members of the catfish family. This has been concerned
with resolving, in the laboratory , problems in the hybridization of three species;
the channel catfish, the flathead catfish, and the black bullhead.
Study VI.

The Relationship Between the Use of Ag ric ultural Chlorinated Hydroca rbo ns
and Their Residues in Channel Catfish.

Thi·s study was designed to determine the levels of pesticide contamination in
various watersheds throughout the state. Ten channel catfish from each of 18 major
drainages were collected and analyzed for residues of two long-lived pesticides,
namely DDT and dieldrin. During the past segment, the results of these analyses were
compiled and a manuscript was prepared for publication in a technical journal. Fish
from all dra i nages contained at least trace amounts of both pesticides and thoie from
Salt Creek below Lincoln contained concentrations of DDT which exceeded federal
tolerance limits.
Study VII.

Direct Effects of a Wide -Area Malathion Application oh Fish.

The objective of this co -operative study by the University of Nebraska and the
Research Divis ion was to determine the probabil ity that fish mortality will result
directly from a wide-area application of ma lathion. This study is being conducted
near Lexington in Dawson County. Observations were made on both native fish and
captive bluegills. Preliminary analysis of the data which were obtained last summer
indicate that the ultra-low volume of malathion applied over a wide area had no
direct effects on fish populations.
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Non-Project Accomplishments
In addition to the above- described work, the Research Division is charged with
providing certain technical services to other divisions and department administrators.
During 1969, equipment was acquired for the purpose of making immunoelectrophoretic
determinations " With this equipment, it is usually possible to identify with
certainty the species of animal represented by a sample of fresh meat. In view of
the obvious value of such dete r minations in suspected game law violations, this
equipment was purchased by the Law Enforcement Division. Its usefulness in developing
evidence has already been demonst rated.
The essence of usefulness in research hinges upon keeping it relevant to the
problems that actually exist or are imminent in the future. To this end numerous
meetings and conferences were conducted with personnel from other divisions and from
other agencies to discuss their problems -- and to integrate this information into the
program of research .
Division personnel also participated in several special assignments including
preparation of specific portions of the state fish and wildlife plan and assembling
of technical information on programs and projects under consideration.

Page 87

