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unnecessary undesirable effects, it
could be implemented in such a way
as to impair the freedom of scientists
and retard the acquisition of knowl-
edge needed for sound conservation
strategies. Concerned scientists
should pay close attention to the steps
that the National Marine Fisheries
Service and the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice take this year to implement the
amendment. Biologists should make

their views known, so that implemen- ,

tation is not to the long-term detri-
ment of either basic research or pro-
tected species.!

The permit application and review
processes required of those seeking to
conduct field research on protected spe-
cies are already stringent. As with lab-
oratory animal research (Kaplan
1988), adding even more layers of bu-
reaucracy may easily do more to inhibit
research than to protect species.
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