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If the godliness of Roman culture did not make an overly strong impression in western Rough Cilicia, 
Roman ideas about cleanliness certainly seem to have fared better. One of the more common forms of public 
architecture at the sites of western Rough Cilicia is the bath. Monumental bath buildings are preserved at 
five of the urban sites; in fact, only Kestros and Nephelion lack identifiable bath buildings. Iotape, Lamos 
and Selinus all have multiple baths. Even one of the secondary sites, Göçük Asarı, was endowed with a bath 
building. The prevalence of baths in the communities of the survey zone attests to the vitality and desir-
ability of this particular aspect of romanitas within the indigenous Cilician culture. These bath buildings can 
be large and extravagant such as the large bath at Selinus, which exhibited a nymphaeum, an aqueduct to 
supply it with a continual flow of water, and possibly a palaestra177. Other baths were fairly modest in scale 
and appearance. For example, functionality and economy, rather than grandiosity, governed the construction 
of the known baths at Asar Tepe, Lamos, and Göçük Asarı. The baths of Asar Tepe and Göçük Asarı are 
similar in dimension and form, almost as though the same architect designed them. Overall the designs of 
the baths demonstrate some common traits with those from nearby Lycia and Pamphylia178.

On the whole the primary urban sites of western Rough Cilicia adopted several of the prevalent forms of 
architecture found in mainstream Greco-Roman cities. The public architecture of a typical urban community 
in western Rough Cilicia included a temple dedicated to the imperial cult or another structure which could 
house statuary honoring both imperial and local elites, a council house for the administration of civic affairs, 
probably an agora for the city’s commerce, and at least one, if not more, baths. With few exceptions, how-
ever, these features were quite modest in scale, particularly when compared to cities east and west of the re-
gion. It is equally significant to note elements of Greco-Roman urban culture that either are corrupted or are 
absent in this model. Impressive tombs are hardly foreign to Roman culture, but their construction within 
the confines of the city marks a departure from western religious constraints. At no site within the survey 
zone do remains of large theaters, odeia, gymnasia or stadia appear. Conceivably these forms have escaped 
detection, their size notwithstanding. Others have suggested that the bouleuteria at Nephelion and Selinus 

 177 Remains of substantial baths survive as well at Antiochia and Iotape. 
 178 s. Farrington 1995, 3; Yegül 1992, 301 – 304.

20 Bouleuterion, Asar Tepe
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served the dual function of theaters and odeia179. Regardless, the lack of extant examples of theater-style 
buildings solely dedicated to cultural performances within the survey area seems significant. At nearby Ane-
murium, close to the eastern extremity of Rough Cilicia, two separate structures – one a bouleuterion, the 
other a theater – present themselves. Similarly, the lack of theaters in western Rough Cilicia is noteworthy 
by comparison with the great number of truly monumental theaters in the regions to the west, at sites like 
Aspendos, Perge, Sillyon, and Side in Pamphylia, and at Termessos in Pisidia. Equally strange is the lack of 
any obvious remains of a stadium, gymnasium, or other building suitable for agonistic festivals at any site in 
the region. The absence is particularly odd in this instance because epigraphical texts mention the office of 
gymnasiarch as well as festivals and athletic games, including a local festival known as the Leonideia180.

The converging points of epigraphical and architectural evidence suggest that the dominant social group 
in the region was the land-holding element that presided in the councils. This element will have generated 
the decaprotoi, the probouloi, the eirenarchs, the gymnasiarchs (whatever actual duties they may have per-
formed), and the imperial priests who populate the bulk of our inscriptions. They leave their local imprint 
in the bouleuteria, in the temples, in the structures for civic display, in the funerary memorials that are 
conspicuously placed at the center of communities, and in the baths that will have served as an important 
hub for elite social interaction. The absence of theaters, traditionally associated more with the masses than 
with the privileged, seems to confirm the inordinate influence of the council vis-à-vis the ›demos‹ in west-
ern Rough Cilicia. This in turn suggests that the traditional west Cilician social hierarchy, however roman-
ized in appearance, survived intact. Local council members, themselves heads of native families, appear 
successfully to have transformed their social status as the living embodiments of Cilician (and ultimately 
Luwian) ancestry into symbolic power, thereby producing their desired effect without having to expend 
energy181.

V. Coast/Hinterland Relations and Late Roman Transition in Western Rough Cilicia

Coast-Highland Interaction

If the Cilicians who lived in the semi-peripheral region of the coast and areas immediately inland negotiated 
a mutually advantageous relationship with their Roman ›overlords,‹ how then did this indigenous element 
interact with their native cousins, the Isaurians, living in the hinterland of the Tauros, on the plateau and 
deep river gorges on the far side of the range? Did the west coastal Cilicians serve as agents of cultural 
transmission, carrying some form of Romanization to these remote Isaurian tribes182, or did the inhabitants 
of coastal western Rough Cilicia go their own way, leaving the mountain elements isolated and autonomous? 
Alternately, did the coast and foothills immediately inland create a cultural buffer zone, mediating between 
mainstream offshore influences and the native traditions of the hinterland? Preliminary examination of the 
evidence from the RCSP suggests that in the 200 years between the later 1st and later 3rd centuries C.E. this 
zone absorbed elements from both sides of the divide, acting as a kind of cultural ›Green Line‹ between 
center and periphery, a middle ground where Rome’s trusted internal organizational network mixed with the 
largely uncooperative, external network of the hinterland Isaurian tribes. 

 179 Nephelion: Karamut – Russell, 1999, 361; Selinus: Rosenbaum et al. 1967, 31; Türkmen et. al. 2006.
 180 s. supra n. 174, refuting the identification of a stadium at Lamos. For records of gymnasiarchs in the survey area: Antiochia (AntK 

11b); Asar Tepe (AsT 2); Iotape (Iot 1a. 1c. 3d. 9. 23b); Kestros (Kes 3. 19); Lamos (Lam 13); Nephelion (Karamut – Russell 1999, 
369). For the office: Quass 1993, 317. The only games recorded in the survey area were at Antiochia (AntK 3. 11. 18, the Leonidea); 
however, numerous games were recorded at Syedra (Sye 3 – 20. 26. 28. 30 – 32), Korakesion (Krk 3. 8. 17), and Laertes (Lae 2. 11. 
12. 36).

 181 Raatgever 1985, 272.
 182 These are the Homonadenses, Cietae, Lalasseis, and Cenneteis of the Hellenistic era, referred to more generically as the Isaurians 

during the Roman era; s. supra p. 262 with n. 19 for the general nomenclature of these tribes and more specific locations that each 
inhabited.
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Traditional textual sources are unclear regarding the mechanisms by which this three-way relationship 
worked, and consequently historians have read the evidence in sharply contrasting ways183. In an extensive 
review of literary testimonia, B. Shaw has argued that the tendency towards brigandage was endemic to 
Isauria and that no imperial authority, including Rome, ever exercised real control over the region. K. Hop-
wood, while accepting this basic thesis, investigates possible means by which relations were negotiated 
between the Isaurian highlanders and their cousins who lived along the lower slopes and coast. He has pos-
ited that the conflict was essentially that of an upland pastoralist society continually at odds with a lowland 
sedentary urbanized people. Although the two were mutually dependent on each other economically, the 
tendency of the former to turn to banditry was kept in check only with effort. As noted above, Hopwood 
points to epigraphical records for ›eirenarchs‹ and ›phylakes‹ in the region as evidence of the existence of 
›military police‹ forces drawn from elite members of the lowland urban communities. These authorities 
»kept the peace« by intimidating renegade elements of the rural hinterland184. The eventual breakdown of 
this system, beginning in the later 3rd century and culminating in the abolition of the eirenarchate in the early 
5th, contributed significantly to the collapse of urban society more generally. 

N. Lenski has interpreted the evidence quite differently. He argues that the Isaurian hinterland underwent 
its own process of Greco-Roman urbanization and that the inhabitants formed urban elites, joined in councils, 
promoted gymnastic education, and otherwise behaved like the populations dwelling along the coast. Once 
urbanized, it was not until the invasion of the Sassanid Persian Emperor Shapur in 260 C.E., together with 
the increasing failure of Roman central authorities to guarantee safety, that Isaurian elements were prompted 
to take matters into their own hands and return to banditry and brigandage. According to Lenski, such dif-
ferences as existed between the hinterland and coast were not those »between town and country, pastoralist 
and sedentary, or mass and elite, but between those who dwelt in the Taurus and those who surrounded it: in 
the distinction between highland and lowland«185. In other words, the difference was cultural.

Archaeological evidence collected in the survey brings new evidence and perspective to the conundrums 
of the literary testimonia. First, there is little doubt that the two native population elements – the west coast-
al Cilicians on the one hand and their hinterland relatives on the other – remained ethnically close, whatever 
may have been their quarrels.

Epigraphical records from sites either on the coast or immediately inland in the general region of the 
survey demonstrate that the population remained predominantly autochthonous until the end of antiquity. 
Table 6 illustrates186 that at the sites within the survey zone, purely Luwian (that is, native) names predomi-
nate, and if the Greek names within Luwian families (Greco-Luwian) are counted with them, over 90 % of 
the individuals named belong to the Luwian speaking population group. Pure Latin names are quite uncom-
mon; it has been asserted in fact that the inscriptions of our region preserve possibly the purest remnants of 
Luwian-based culture along the entire south coast of Anatolia187.

 183 For Cilician banditry, s. Shaw 1990; Shaw 1984; Hopwood 1991; Hopwood 1990; Hopwood 1989; Hopwood 1986; Hopwood 
1983; Lenski 2001; Lenski 1999a; s. also, inter alia, Desideri 1991, 299 – 304; Lewin 1991; Russell 1991a; Syme 1986.

 184 s. supra with n. 166. K. Hopwood argues that the eirenarchs organized the local neoi into urban militias who kept the peace by 
intimidating renegade elements of the rural hinterland. As the example of the Isaurian bandits who were fed to wild beasts at the 
games at Iconium in 353 C.E. demonstrates, the eirenarchs commonly resorted to violence as a means to intimidate antisocial be-
havior in the hinterland. An imperial edict of 408 C.E. encouraged these officials to ›examine‹ Isaurians even on holy days such as 
Easter: ne differatur sceleratorum proditio consiliorum, quae per latronum tormenta quaerenda est (Cod. Theod. 9, 35, 7; cf. Bean 
– Mitford 1970, 39 f., no. 19 for the eirenarch Aurelius Mandrianus Longinus of Side, who organized performances of wild beasts 
and gladiators).

 185 Lenski 2001, 419; cf. Tomaschitz 2003, 145. Jones 1971, 212, argues that some of Antiochus IV’s foundations in Isauria were 
military colonies whereas the native cities probably grew out of the various clans into which the Cietae were subdivided.

 186 Information in the table is drawn from Hagel – Tomaschitz 1998. In compiling the data, each instance of a name in the epigraphical 
record is counted as a separate individual. Undoubtedly, the same person may be mentioned more than once, but, overall, it seems 
more likely that multiple occurrences of a name refer to separate persons. Names are organized into four categories: those with pure 
Luwian (Cilician) names, those designated as ›Greco-Luwian‹ on the basis of patronymics demonstrating that Greek names were 
frequently adopted by Luwian families; Greek names; Roman names. In counting pure Latin names, the names of emperors and the 
relatively few magistrates mentioned have been ignored.

 187 Houwink ten Cate 1961, 44. 190; Hild – Hellenkemper 1990, 99; cf. Bryce 1986, 167 – 171. 203.
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Table 6: Luwian nomenclature in Western Rough Cilician inscriptions

Site Luwians Greco-Luwians Greeks Romans Totals
Luwian and

Greco-Luwian 
(%)

Adanda 41 11 2 0 54 96.3

Antiochia ad 
Cragum

35 23 5 5 68 85.3

Arslan Tepe 5 1 0 0 6 100

Asar Tepe 7 1 0 0 8 100

Çaltı 1 0 0 0 1 100

Charadros 0 0 0 0 0 0

Direvli 66 7 2 0 75 97.3

Güney Kalesi 24 8 6 0 38 84.2

Güney Kopru 6 3 0 0 9 100

Hamaxia 230 69 0 2 301 99.3

Hocalar 4 0 0 0 4 100

Iotape 51 9 3 5 68 88.2

Kestros 71 15 1 6 93 92.4

Korakesion 14 10 8 0 32 75

Laertes 50 19 4 1 74 93.2

Nephelion 0 0 0 1 1 0

Selinus-Trajano-
polis

16 25 5 7 53 77.3

Sivaste 10 0 0 0 10 100

Syedra 13 60 4 7 84 86.9

ToTALS 644 261 40 34 979 92.4

Despite such ethnic ties, it is nevertheless clear that to some degree coastal and hinterland Rough Cilicia 
followed different paths towards development. Topographically the westernmost tributary of the Gevne (Ca-
lycadnus) River cuts an 800 m deep gorge directly behind the range of the Tauros, physically separating the 
coastal settlements from the hinterland communities of the interior. The material record recovered by RCSP 
points to a progressive, if subtle, bifurcation between romanized and native cultural elements the farther one 
moves inland. Remains of sites of the immediate Isaurian interior are more modest, e. g., and exhibit lim-
ited monumentality188. Their most striking survivals are funereal, ›larnakes‹ (ossuaries, osteothekai), funeral 
altars and pedestals, and magnificent rock cut tombs often carved with detailed relief in an indigenous style 
that is very distinct from Greco-Roman fashion. These contrast with the ›Grabhaus‹ and temple tombs of 
the coastal strip and lower foothills of the Tauros189. Along the coast, only Selinus has shown any evidence 
for the use of larnakes190, but they appear frequently at places higher in the mountains such as Sivaste, 
Kenetepe, and Ilıca Kale in the Bıçkıcı river basin, thus indicating infiltration of cultural influences from 
the Isaurian highland into the survey zone. Another example of indigenous Luwian-based culture in the 
survey area survives in Roman era relief sculpture. While classical Greco-Roman style is visible along the 
coast191, it disappears inland where the primitive forms of indigenous sculpture proliferate. The late date of 
these reliefs indicates a deliberate choice by the native population to maintain its archaic artistic style192. At 

 188 Mitford 1990, 2132, the Isaurian interior »… was a region not of cities but of tribal areas, the klimata, and of semi-autonomous 
villages such as Astra and Artanada.«

 189 Supra p. 293.
 190 Rosenbaum et al. 1967, 53.
 191 E. g., the bronze statuette of Herakles found at Demirtaş, and the marble sculptural fragments that have emerged from the Alanya 

Museum’s excavations at the cenotaph of Trajan in Selinus: s. Karamut 2003, Türkmen – Demir 2006, and photographs available 
at the Alanya Museum.

 192 For Isaurian relief style: Bean – Mitford 1970, 121. 125 – 127; Mitford 1990, 2155 – 2157; Er Scarborough 1991; Er Scarborough 
1998.
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Kenetepe in the upland area of the Bıçkıcı watershed, a relief discovered in the 2003 season carved into a 
massive bedrock outcropping and more than 5 m tall, provides an example (fig. 21). At the left, standing 
atop a very high, narrow pedestal or stele, a male figure faces front clutching his sword, an eagle standing 
at his side. Above him and to the right is a bust of a figure whose drapery crosses in folds over the chest. 
Below the bust is a panoply of armor consisting of a sword and shield, and another object immediately to 
the right (a hanging medallion?). Below this is a second bust, of a woman whose cloak is drawn over her 
head. To her left (viewer’s right) stands a male figure clutching a long spear; above his head appears a bird 
in profile. Below this a horse-riding male figure advances right, holding his shield in his left hand, his sword 
in his right193. Obviously military in import, the unexplained narrative of this relief combines a number of 
figural motifs – eagles, the shrouded woman, horsemen, and panoplies of armor – commonly found in isola-
tion in Isaurian grave reliefs throughout the interior194. Similar to the sculptural evidence, inscribed Greek 
texts in the Tauros hinterland are fewer and briefer than they are along the coast, suggesting that the use of 
Greek, promulgated by Roman authorities as the official language of the region, progressed more slowly in 
the mountains. By contrast, Christian inscriptions, as well as the appearance of Christian iconographic sym-
bolism, suggest that the hinterland Isaurians adapted to Christianity earlier, perhaps even before the period 
of Constantine (324 – 337 C.E.), than did the population of the coast where very few Christian inscriptions 
and motifs have surfaced195. In the Tauros hinterland where Isaurians adhered to a renegade mentality that 
kept them squarely at odds with the Greco-Roman oikumene of the Mediterranean coast, a nonconforming 
cult such as Christianity conceivably could have taken hold earlier than the more entrenched Greco-Roman 
culture of the coast where staunchly pagan attitudes would persist for a longer time.

The Emerging Need for Fortifications and the Spread of Christianity

The cultural ›Green Line‹ between coast and mountains proved effective for two centuries, but its inherent 
fragility eventually gave way to a fortified, military zone of demarcation. RCSP has revealed a significant 
number of upland fortified sites exhibiting Late Roman remains along the south slope of the Tauros Moun-
tains. These extend from Çokele Kale196, a fortified settlement on a peak 1,700 m above the Dim Çay (River) 
behind Alanya to Laertes, where G. Bean and T. Mitford197 observed the construction of a cross wall blocking 
access to the settlement, to Ilıca Kale and Kenetepe looming high above the Bıçkıcı, to Direvli Kale198 at the 
head of the İnceağrı Canyon, to Lamos (fig. 22), and to Frengez Kale in the Karasın tributary of the Charadros 
River199. At Ilıca Kale the team mapped a fairly substantial rectangular citadel, with walls one 1 m thick and 
6 m tall. The site, which actually sits on the western ›outer‹ slope of the Karatepe promontory that extends 
from the crest of the Tauros, also exhibits a funeral inscription of a Roman legionary veteran200. Climbing to 

 193 For the likely association with Isaurian gods, s. Er Scarborough 1991; and Mitchell 1993. The accompanying inscription is too 
worn to read.

 194 s. Mitford 1990, 2155 – 2157.; Er Scarborough 1998; Er Scarborough 1991.
 195 Historians are as divided on the question of the relative dates for the appearance of Christianity along the coast and in the Isaurian 

hinterland as they are in regard to the general nature of the relationship between the two areas. Mitchell 1993, II 38 – 43 argues 
that Christianity appeared earlier in Isauria; Lenski 2001, 420 takes the opposite stance, arguing that it first took hold along the 
coast. The preliminary results of the Rough Cilicia Survey Project support S. Mitchell’s view. Possible early Christian motifs have 
been found at several sites in the upper Bıçkıcı basin, at Ilıca Kale, Sivaste, and Kenetepe (for an example from Sivaste, s. Rauh 
2001a, <https://engineering.purdue.edu/~cilicia/rc2003_etc>). These finds contrast with the lack of early signs of Christianity at 
the coastal sites in the survey region. For Christian inscriptions recorded elsewhere, s. Mitford 1990, 2157 n. 162, who states that 
early Christian inscriptions were identified predominantly in the Isaurian hinterland: Casae, Carallia, Yunt, Seleucia, Claudiopolis, 
Alahan, Coropissus, Adrassus, Philadelphia, Germanicopolis and Eirenopolis. Cf. Bean – Mitford 1970, 66, no. 39; 126 – 128, nos. 
116. 117; 196, nos. 216. 217; 198, no. 219; 200 f., nos. 222. 223; 206, no. 232; 219, nos. 250. 251; 223, no. 254.

 196 Bean – Mitford 1970, 105 f.; Rauh 1993, 183.
 197 Bean – Mitford 1970, 99.
 198 Bean – Mitford 1970, 175.
 199 For Ilıca Kale, Kenetepe, and Frengez Kale, s. Rauh – Wandsnider 2005, 131; and Rauh 2006, 233. All mentioned fortifications 

have been investigated to some degree by the survey team.
 200 M. Aurelius Neon, II legio Parthicus, Bean – Mitford 1965, 30, no. 33; Russell 1991a, 293, no. 3; and supra n. 153.
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the top of this same ridge at 1,500 m and not far from the modern fire tower, the team investigated a fortified 
refuge that looms directly above the site at Karatepe/Sivaste. This small outcrop, protected by a massive wall, 
is accessible by means of a very narrow saddle on one side201. Direvli presents itself as a completely enclosed 
castle of Late Roman character; likewise Frengez Kale, with its walls standing 6 m in places and exhibiting 
slitted windows for missile defense. All of these sites are situated high in the mountains, atop spurs that ap-
pear to serve as control points to strategic elements below – roadways, settlements, and river basins202.

The identification of so many fortified sites arguably forms an extended bulwark against Isaurian infiltra-
tion from the interior. But when did this occur? An inscription carved above the narrow door to the massive 
fortification walls of Lamos informs us that the fortress was constructed during the reign of the Emperor 
Gallienus during the 260s C.E.203. This impressive system of double cross-walls, one inside the other, closed 
off the only accessible route to the acropolis of Lamos descending from the ridge of Gürçam Karatepe. The 
walls stand some 15 m tall and 3 m thick, forming a seemingly impenetrable barricade (fig. 22). As if the 
defenses of Lamos itself were not sufficiently imposing, the survey team found walls forming a fortified 
refuge on the crest of the 1,000 m tall knife’s edge of Bozkaya Mt. directly west of the Lamian acropolis 
(fig. 4). The jagged nose of Bozkaya forms the last spur of the ridge beginning at Gürçam Karatepe prior 
to a descent to the valley of the merging Adanda and İnceağrı Rivers below. In the long string of fortifica-
tions extending from Çokele Kale above Alanya, the walled acropolis at Lamos and the fortified refuge at 
Bozkaya appear to have represented the last line of defense before the coastal cities. An author in the »Scrip-
tores Historiae Augusti« points specifically to the need for such an imposing array of defenses at this time. 
He tells of an Isaurian dux named Trebellianus who mounted a rebellion from his bastion in the mountains, 
eventually gaining control of ›Cilicia‹. This prompted Gallienus to send in a general who ultimately sup-
pressed the rebellion and then, according to the SHA, enclosed the highlands of Isauria within a defensive 
ring of fortified places (loci)204. Historians have disagreed about the meaning of the passage. Some have 
taken it to mean that Gallienus, through fortifications such as Lamos, attempted to create ›interior limes‹ es-
sentially to circumvallate and to cordon off troublesome elements of the interior, but others have dismissed 
this notion or have gone so far as to question the historicity of the event itself 205. Though conclusions re-
main preliminary, the evidence that RCSP has collected for just such a string of fortifications supports the 
underlying assertion of the SHA.

Along with this ring of inland fortifications, the cities of the coast came to need their own walled defens-
es. Lacking epigraphical testimony or other reliable chronological indicators, these could have been built to 
confront several phases of violence, the sources for which were not necessarily one and the same. Disturbance 
resulting from the collapse of centralized Roman authority is on record in coastal Rough Cilicia as early 
as 192 C.E., as demonstrated by the recently discovered inscription at Syedra, recording a letter from the 
Emperor Septimius Severus in that year206. By the 260s C.E., however, threats to peace and stability became 
more acute. After defeating and capturing the Emperor Valerian in 260 C.E., the Sassanid Persian Emperor 
Shapur conducted a razzia along the coast of Rough Cilicia, pillaging numerous settlements including An-
tiochia ad Cragum and Selinus. Many point to this emergency as the explanation for the hastily constructed 
fortifications systems found at Selinus and elsewhere207. Whether this is the case or whether such defenses 

 201 Conceivably it served an emergency refuge for laborers working in the timber zone (Rauh – Wandsnider 2005, 131).
 202 For the road segment identified between Sivaste and Kenetepe and the one between Frengez and the logging camp at Gürçam Ka-

ratepe, s. Rauh – Wandsnider 2005, 131; Rauh 2006, 233. Although investigated in 2002 the road segment near Lamos heading in 
the direction of Gürçam Karatepe remains unpublished.

 203 For the inscription, s. Paribeni – Romanelli 1914, 168 f., no. 116; s. also Bean – Mitford 1962, 207 with n. 40.
 204 S.H.A. trig. tyr. 26: etenim in medio Romani nominis solo regio eorum novo genere custodiarum quasi limes includitur, locis defen-

sa non hominibus.
 205 Isaac 1988; Isaac 2000 and Hopwood 1989, 195 f., following R. Syme, deny the historicity of both Trebellianus and the Probus 

account; Lewin 1991, 173 accepts the ancient tradition.
 206 In this communication Severus commends the townspeople of Syedra for resisting elements of the garrison that had been stationed 

there, ostensibly for their protection, only to engage in wholesale abuse of the community, including kidnapping some of the 
inhabitants. All this occured during the civil disturbance that marked the emperor’s conflict with Pescennius Niger. The emperor 
promises that these renegades would be brought to justice. The inscription is on display in the Alanya Museum; cf. Magie 1950, 
678 for evidence of Severus punishing supporters of Pescennius Niger elsewhere in Asia Minor.

 207 R. Gest. div. Saporis 2, 27 – 31 (for the text, s. Maricq 1958); Lewin 1991, 175; Lenski 1999a, 445.
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were constructed more specifically 
to respond to Isaurian threats from 
the hinterland cannot be deter-
mined. What is certain, however, 
is that such efforts became increas-
ingly desperate. At Selinus, where 
RCSP has studied the defensive 
system in most detail, the upper 
area of the acropolis is protected 
by a Circuit Wall, over 700 m in 
length, that is well fortified with 
projecting square towers at more or 
less regular intervals between two 
round bastions that guard either end 
(figs. 13. 23)208. Dating is difficult, 
but preliminary analysis, based on 
comparison with the masonry of 
the fortifications at Lamos, sug-
gests a similar date, i. e., mid-3rd 
century C.E.

Later, an additional fortification wall was built on a diagonal line running approximately north-south 
from a point on this Roman Acropolis Wall to the mouth of the river, segregating and enclosing the domestic 
quarter of the city (fig. 13). Approximately 170 m long, it is fortified with four towers, three of which are 
squared or angular, the other rounded. At the point of juncture, the Diagonal Fortification Wall overlays the 
Roman Circuit Wall, a clear indication of its later construction date. Other evidence of a later date includes 
differences in masonry technique and overall design. The wall appears to have been hurriedly built as if in 
preparation for siege. Cisterns constructed against the uphill face of the eastern half of the Roman Circuit 
Wall would have supplied water to the houses below (fig. 24). The quarter was further protected by a wall 
that ran along the very edge of the seaward side of the promontory. This sea wall was very likely constructed 
at the same time as the Diagonal Fortification Wall, perhaps the 5th century C.E., to judge from a medal-
lion made of ceramic tiles in the form of a cross within a circle, inset into the outer face of the wall where 
it overlooks the mouth of the river (fig. 25). These manmade fortifications joined the already considerable 
natural defenses of the site itself, but to no avail, as we learn from one Late Roman source, the »Miracles 
of Saint Thecla«, in the mid-5th century: »This Selinus is a small coastal city which was at one time very 
important and once knew prosperity in peace … Around this city the sea forms a belt, enveloping Selinus 
like a natural moat, and a sheer cliff, which surrounds it like a helmet on a head, protects the city by denying 
any incursion and permits the inhabitants to live without fear. Nevertheless, this city so sure and especially 
so impregnable, was delivered to its enemies by the action of a deadly demon.«209

The ›Miracles‹ do not identify the »deadly demon« by name, but Selinus, along with many similar sites, 
eventually were seized by Isaurian ›bandit‹ forces and converted into pirate bases. The resurgence of Isauri-
an uprisings can be plotted along a fairly consistent curve beginning with the rebellions of Trebellianus and 
Lydus (who seized Cremna) in the 260s and 270s C.E.210. Under Diocletian the province of ›Isauria‹ was 
reorganized to encompass coastal Rough Cilicia as well as the hinterland, and from then to the end of the 5th 
century C.E., the entire region would appear to have become the power base of Isaurian leaders. N. Lenski 
has identified four Isaurian uprisings between 260 and 343 C.E., three more uprisings between 353 and 368 
C.E., an eighth uprising in 375 C.E., a ninth in 382 C.E. (Balbinus), several massive rebellions between 
404 and 408 C.E., and the five-year rebellion of Longinus of Selinus against Anastasius during the 490s 

 208 E. Rosenbaum’s survey of the 1960s included no discussion of the defences at Selinus; the site plan indicates some walls, but these 
are no more than sketches, both incomplete and inaccurate.

 209 Miracles de Ste. Thècle 2, 17 (Dagron 1978, 358 – 361).
 210 Assuming that the tradition for these rebellions is authentic.

23 Circuit wall and tower, Selinus



303liFe in the truck lane: urBan DeveloPment in weStern rouGh cilicia

C.E. Though defeated by 
Anastasius, Longinus and 
his allies retreated into the 
Tauros and were able to 
hold out for five years pri-
marily due to their ability 
to dominate the sea lanes 
and to import foodstuffs 
through Selinus211. By this 
date Isaurian warlords, re-
ferred to in some instances 
as archipiratae, attacked 
and/or seized maritime set-
tlements from Pamphylia 
to Seleucia on the Calycad-
nus and conducted mari-
time raids as far removed 
as Lycia, Cyprus, Rhodes, 
and Syria212. The Emperor 
Zeno (474 – 491 C.E.) used 
the region to seize control of the empire at large. 
So entrenched had Isaurian control become that 
one must allow for the possibility that at least 
some of the fortifications constructed at maritime 
settlements such as Selinus, reflect not defense 
against Isaurian incursion but rather these cities’ 
incorporation into baronies controlled by Isaurian 
warlords themselves.

Whether to protect the Isaurians or to protect 
against them, none would dispute that such de-
fense systems mark a rising crescendo of assaults 
and conquests and that they signal the end of Ro-
man influence in western Rough Cilicia. At the 
same time, Christianity became an officially rec-
ognized state religion and made inroads among 
the coastal settlements of western Rough Cilicia. 
In 325 C.E. Isauria, the province to which our 
coast belonged, sent no fewer than 15 bishops 
and five chorepiscopoi to the Council of Nicaea, 
including bishops from Syedra and Antioch along 
the coast213. The extant remains of churches have 
been investigated by the survey team and past 
researchers at no fewer than 13 sites in the sur-
vey area: from west to east along the coast these 

 211 Lenski 1999a, 428 f. N. Lenski demonstrates that following the death of the Emperor Zeno in 491, attempts to eradicate the Isau-
rian influence at the capital were met by stiff resistance. Opposing Anastasius stood a confederation of Isaurian warlords banded 
together and plotting to retake the throne, including Zeno’s brother Longinus.

 212 Note the law of Anastasius from ca. 492 C.E. (OGIS 521), which collects lower tariffs from shippers of Cilicia than those of other 
regions. Scholars have long assumed that this was meant to compensate Cilicians for the effects of Isaurian piracy: Durliat – Guil-
lou 1984.

 213 125 years later, at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 C.E., bishops were present from no less than seven coastal cities: Charadros, 
Antiochia, Nephelion, Selinus, Iotape, Syedra, and Coracesium: Mitchell 1993, II 59; Ramsay 1890, 362 – 364. 415.

24 Cistern, Selinus

25 Christian medallion, Selinus
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include Iotape, Halil Limanı, the Bıçkıcı Monastery, Selinus, Kestros, Güzelce Harman Tepe, Nephelion, 
Antiochia; in the Bıçkıcı Canyon, Ilıca Kale and Sivaste; in the Adanda Canyon, Lamos; in the Kaledran 
(Karasın) Canyon, Gökçebelen, and Frengez Kale214. Juliosebaste was the seat of a bishopric, so a further 
church should be posited either at Asar Tepe or Göçük Asarı, though no such remains have been identified215. 
In many instances these Christian edifices crowded in on and appear deliberately to overshadow preexisting 
monuments that defined Roman urbanism in western Rough Cilicia. The tiny chapel at Lamos sits just a few 
meters from the ruined structure that displayed the statue of the Roman Emperor216; near the acropolis the 
Christian builders at Lamos imposed their church amid the majestic temple tombs and sarcophagi of that 
city’s pagan necropolis as well. The churches at Ilıca, Frengez, and Sivaste appear similarly situated in pagan 
necropoleis. The placement of those at Antiochia, Nephelion, Kestros, and Selinus, meanwhile, occurs at the 
heart of the respective monumental centers of these cities. At Sivaste R. Heberdey and A. Wilhelm reported 
seeing a church incorporating into its walls the large inscribed exedra making mention of the locality’s »po-
lis«217. If this is true then in this instance a church actually supplanted and consumed the emblems of polis 
society at this location218.

While scholars have been hard-pressed to explain this strange juxtaposition of ›old versus new‹ in Late 
Roman Rough Cilicia, a few observations seem warranted. In neighboring Pamphylia, H. Brandt has ob-
served that high levels of public construction continued; only its form and the character of land use in the 
surrounding hinterland appear to have changed219. Churches acquired wealth and land through imperial 
exemptions, and these same exemptions induced wealthy people to channel their former impulses of euer-
getism into churches that now furnished charity for the poor. Churches assume prominent places, therefore, 
as the new foci of economic and social order and authority in the Late Roman world. Concerning Christian 
reuse of pagan monuments, S. Mitchell observes that churches possibly encroached on the monumental 
›seats‹ of pagan authority in part because the importance of pagan authority, the polis with its boule and 
demos, had itself declined in this era220. In short, the incorporation of an exedra into the wall of a church at 
Sivaste could logically occur in an age when the importance of the council and the probouloi ceased to mat-
ter. As cities transformed themselves into ›de-urbanized‹ settlements organized with Christian institutions at 
their center and rural landowners on their perimeter, church leaders simply and quite logically arrogated the 
locations and deteriorating emblems of power that had once belonged to the polis. This is not to say, how-
ever, that population in western Rough Cilicia declined in the Late Roman era. On the contrary, the pottery 
evidence would indicate that despite the mounting violence, the decline of polis institutions, and the transi-
tion from polis-based to church-based social ordering, the level of settlement remained significant at least 
until the time of the Arab invasions that swept across the region in the 630s C.E. As table 2 indicates, the 
count of processed ceramics for the Late Roman period drops considerably from those of the Early Roman 
era; however, their totals remain significantly higher than those of the pre-Roman era. The decline in urban 
density in the Late Roman era might safely be described as a ›slow burn‹ until such time as it was cut off 
midstream by later disturbances.

Even then, external empires never lost sight of the valuable resources in the Gazipaşa hinterland. Early 
Byzantine fortresses and monasteries – on the Antikragos, at Nephelion, at Selinus, at the Bıçkıcı Monas-
tery, on the promontory at Iotape, at Sivaste and Ilıca Kale in the Bıçkıcı, and Frengez Kale in the Kaledran 

 214 For the church at Güzelce Harman Tepe (referred to as ›Church Site‹ in previous publications), Rauh 2001b, 262; for the complex 
at Ilıca Kale, Rauh – Wandsnider 2005, 132; for the church constructed around the exedra at Sivaste, s. infra; for the churches at 
Lamos, s. Townsend – Hoff 2004, 257 n. 21; for the likely church structures at Gökçebelen and Frengez Kale, Rauh 2006, 233.

 215 s. Hild 1984; Hild – Hellenkemper 1990, 259. For the relationship between Asar Tepe and Göçük Asarı, s. supra pp. 280 – 285.
 216 s. Rauh – Wandsnider 2005, 129.
 217 Herbedey – Wilhelm 1896, 131 f.; Bean – Mitford 1965, 29; Hagel – Tomaschitz 1998, 284 Siv 2a. The church is now destroyed.
 218 Brandt 1992, 181 suggests that the tendency toward reuse of ancient buildings by Christian builders may have helped to attract 

more pagan conversions. Pagans may have been more willing to convert if they saw their principal monuments thus adapted.
 219 Brandt 1992, 172 – 181. Pamphylia displayed a transition from municipal construction and euergetism to Christian based construc-

tion and philanthropy. This later form of organization left less epigraphical evidence, but on the basis of public construction, he 
points to numerous churches as well as abundant references to church officials from this region.

 220 Mitchell 1993, II 119 f. Two structures defined the organization of the Greco-Roman world since its inception, the city with its 
political organization and the household based on kinship structure. Both showed signs of serious disintegration in this period; 
s. Trombley 1985; Bowersock 1990.
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furnished the rulers of Constantinople with minimal strongholds along the coast as well as near the tree line 
and demonstrate not only the attraction forestry resources generated but also the extent to which distant 
rulers would go to attain to them. When the Selçuk ruler, Ala’ud-Din Keykubad, seized this coast ca. 1350 
C.E., he established his winter fortress in Alanya. The surviving Selçuk era shipsheds in the modern harbor 
of this city recall the strategic nature of timber resources to the world of wooden warships and commercial 
transports. As late as 1572, Ottoman archival records demonstrate that the survey region was still furnish-
ing timber for purposes of warship construction in distant Antalya221. In other words, the interest and the 
demand for cedar trees from western Rough Cilicia can be demonstrated textually until the very moment 
that the survey’s evidence indicates that the forests were exhausted. The exhaustion of natural resources by 
urban societies is hardly a modern phenomenon, accordingly. The depleted forests and the densely packed 
archaeological remains of this narrow coast testify to the demands imposed on the environment by past civi-
lizations. In addition, in much the same manner as the Iron Age era of Cilician kings, Selçuk and Ottoman 
nobles received titles to extensive tracks of unutilized land in the survey area, organizing these estates into 
gardens, hunting preserves, and pavilions. In the process they reorganized the indigenous labor force and 
gradually made it sedentary222. In the final analysis, the process of state formation and resource utilization 
in western Rough Cilicia forms a remarkably circular pattern.

Conclusion

To return to the questions raised at the outset of this discussion, over the long-term urban development in 
the semi-peripheral and peripheral regions of western Rough Cilicia appears to have progressed in fits and 
starts. Cultural and material influences appear to have come from four directions (Cilician, Cypriot, Aegean, 
and Near East), though the indigenous Luwian-based Cilician influence seems to have persisted through-
out. Empire after empire attempted to impose its authority along this coast in order to utilize its valuable 
timber resources. For various reasons, the uncooperative behavior of the native inhabitants being foremost, 
prior to the Roman era these efforts went for naught. The archaeological evidence suggests preliminarily 
that urban development in this region occurred late and that it was possibly spurred by the emergence of 
pirate enclaves in the natives’ midst. When urban civilization did ultimately attain its peak in the Early Ro-
man era, apparently as a result of sustained effort by Roman client kings, the monumental remains exhibit 
telltale characteristics to indicate that however ›Romanized‹ the inhabitants seemed on the surface, native 
Luwian-based values remained staunchly in place. The cultural identity of local hierarchies continued to fo-
cus on descent from ›noble‹ families, erecting temple-like tombs to commemorate ancestors in the heart of 
the communities. Council houses and small baths predominate over theaters and stadia. By all appearances 
the subordinate elements of the population remained subservient. By the end of the Roman experience the 
Luwian-based attributes of the Isaurian interior, rather than those of the Greco-Roman oikumene appear 
restored to ascendancy. Granted, western Rough Cilicia was a small, minimally populated region on the 
margin of the sea. The resiliency of its local culture, nonetheless, offers a useful model for the importance 
of considering local diversity before generalizing about the impact of core-periphery relationships in the 
ancient world223.

 221 Mühimme Defteri (5 Şevval 979H/AD 1572) no. 10, doc. nos. 203. 216. 222. 265; archival records published in the on-line report 
of N. Üçkan Doonan at the project website (2001): »Ten galleys (kadırga) were ordered from the Antalya tersane. Mehmed Çavuş 
is the overseer. Three galleys will be paid for by Mustafa Paşa. One rower is needed from every seventh house from Teke, Alaiyye 
(Alanya) and Hamid. Cut lumber (kereste), hemp (kendir), cannon balls and guns should be collected from the same areas.« (5 
Şevval 979 H/AD 1572).

 222 s. Redford 2000, 53 – 90.
 223 Acknowledgements: Many individuals and institutions have contributed to the Rough Cilicia Survey Project over the course of the 
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