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Ol

THE INDIAN TRIBES

OF

NORTH AMERICA.

THE earlier historians, who recorded the efforts and progress of the European
adventurers that songht in the new world those favours which fortune had denied them
in the old, have not left us much precise information respecting the condition of the
Indian tribes who then occupied this part of the continent. The external appearance
of the Indians, and their mode of life, differing so widely from every thing which
Europeans had previously seen, seem to have arrested their attention, and withdrawn 1t
from objects of inquiry, which, to us, are so much more 1mportant.

Could we bring back the three centuries that have elapsed since the discovery by
Columbus, how much might we hope to recall of the history, tradition, and institutions
of the Indians which have for ever passed away! Still much remains—and it all who
have opportunities for observation would devote themselves to these researches, a race
of men, not more insulated in their position than peculiar in their opinions and customs,
would be rescued from that comparative oblivion in which we fear they are destined,
under present circumstances, speedily to become involved.

Whence the Indians of America derived their origin, is a question long discussed;
and although the particular causes, and route, and circumstances of their migration can
never be ascertained, yet there is little doubt, at this day, that they are branches of the
areat Tartar stock. In arriving at this conclusion, we do not give much weight to any
casual coincidences that may be discerned between the Asiatic and American dialects,
Of all the sources of information by which the descent of nations can be traced, we
consider the deductions of comparative etymology, when applied to a written language,
the most uncertain. It is difficult in such cases to fix, with accuracy, the true sound of
words: and it is well known that coincidences exist in many languages radically different

from one another, and spoken by communities whose separation from any common

stock precedes all historic monuments. Such coincidences are either accidental, or the
VOL. L.—1




2 HISTORY OF THE

analogous words are the common relics of that universal tongue which was lost in the
miraculous interposition upon the plains of Shinar.

There is a fact illustrative of this position, within our own knowledge, which demon-
strates the futility of any conclusion drawn from such premises. It is well known that
the practice of dividing fields in England, by ditches, was introduced in the last century.
When it was first adopted, the common people were suddenly arrested in their walks
upon the brink of these ditches, without being aware of their existence, until they
approached them. Their surprise was manifested by the exclamation, “ha, ha,” and
eventually the ditches themselves were denominated ha, ha. Among the Sioux, the
Ialls of St. Anthony are called ka, ha. These falls, approached from below, are not
visible, until a projecting point is passed, when they burst upon the traveller in all their
grandeur. The Indians, no doubt, struck with the sudden and glorious prospect, marked
their surprise, as did the English peasants, with the same exclamation—ha, ha; and
this exclamation has become the name of the cataract. But he who would deduce from
this comncidence the common origin of the English and Sioux, would reason as logically
as many of those who arrange the branches of the human family into classes because a
few doubtful resemblances in their vocabularies are discovered.

Some curious observations on this topic were made by the celebrated American
traveller, John Ledyard. The wide extent of his travels among savage nations in almost
every region of the globe, together with his remarkable sagacity in diseriminating, and
facility in recording, the peculiarities of savage manners and character, give a value to
his opinions and remarks on this subject, which those of few other persons can claim.
The following extract is from his Journal, written in Siberia:

“I have not as yet taken any vocabularies of the Tartar language. If T take any,
they will be very short ones. Nothing is more apt to deceive than vocabularies, when
taken by an entire stranger. Men of scientific curiosity make use of them in imvestigating
questions of philosophy as well as history, and I think often with too much confidence,
since nothing is more difficult than to take a vocabulary, that shall answer any good
ends for such a purpose. The different sounds of the same letters, and of the same
combinations of letters, in the languages of Europe, present an insurmountable obstacle
to making a vocabulary, which shall be of general use. The different manner, also, in
which persons of the same language would write the words of a new language, would
be such, that a stranger might suppose them to be two languages.

“Most uncultivated languages are very difficult to be orthographized in another
language. 'They are generally guttural; but when not so the ear of a foreigner cannot
accommodate itself to the inflection of the speaker’s voice soon enough to catch the
true sound. This must be done instantaneously; and even in a language with which
we are acquainted, we are not able to do it for several years. 1T seize, for instance, the
accidental moment, when a savage is inclined to give me the names of things. The
medium of this conversation is only signs. The savage may wish to give me the word

for head, and lays his hand on the top of his head. T am not certain whether he means

the head, or the top of the head, or perhaps the hair of the head. He may wish to say
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leg, and puts his hand to the calf. T cannot tell whether he means the leg, or the calf,
or flesh, or the flesh. There are other difficulties. The island of Onalaska is on the
coast of America, opposite to Asia. There are few traders on it. Being there with
Captain Cook, I was walking one day on the shore in company with a native, who
spoke the Russian language. I did not understand it. I was writing the names of
several things, and pointed to the ship, supposing he would understand that 1 wanted
the name of it. He answered me in a phrase, which in Russ meant, I Inow. 1 wrote
down, a ship. I gave him some snuff, which he took, and held out his hand for more,
making use of a word which signified in Russ, a little. 1 wrote more.”—Nee Spark’s
Life of John Ledyard, p. 148, first edition,

The claims of our primitive people to an Asiatic descent are founded upon other and

stronger testimony;—upon the general resemblance which they bear, in many points of
character, manners, customs, and institutions—circumstances not easily changed, or
casily mistaken—to the various tribes occupying the great table lands of Tartary. We
feel no disposition to examine the details of this question. It has been long before the
literary world, and all the facts and considerations connected with it have been carefully
investigated, discussed and considered. To revive it were idle, for its interest can never
be revived, nor is there reason to suppose that any new or more accurate views of the
subject will ever be presented.

After stating many curious particulars and striking facts on this subject, Ledyard
adds, by way of conclusion from the whole—

“T know of no people among whom there is such a uniformity of features, (exeept
the Chinese, the Jews, and the Negroes,) as among the Asiatic Tartars. They are
distinguished, indeed, by different tribes, but this is only nominal. Nature has not
acknowledged the distinction; but, on the contrary, marked them, wherever found, with
the indisputable stamp of Tartars. Whether in Nova Zembla, Mongolia, Greenland,
or on the banks of the Mississippi, they are the same people, forming the most numerous,
and, if we must except the Chinese, the most ancient nation on the globe. But 1, for
myself, do not except the Chinese, because I have no doubt of their being of the same
family.”

Again, he says, “T am certain that all the people you call red people on the contiment
of America and on the continents of Europe and Asia, as far south as the southern
parts of China, are all one people, by whatever names distinguished, and that the best
seneral name would be Tartar. 1 suspect that all red people are of the same family.

I am satisfied that America was peopled from Asia, and had some, if not all, its animals

from thence.”—Life of Ledyard, pp. 246, 255.

Equally idle would it be to indulge in speculations concerning the causes, or motives,
or circumstances, which led to this exodus from the eastern to the western continent.
How long it had occurred previously to the discovery, is, and must remain a matter of
conjecture—the facts in our possession are not sufficient to enable us to form even a

plausible conjecture upon the subject. It is evident, however, that many ages must have

passed away between the first settlement of America, and its discovery by Kuropeans.
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With the exception of the half civilised empires of Mexico and Peru, the aboriginal
inhabitants were roving barbarians, little advanced from a state of nature, and depending
solely upon the chase for the means of subsistence. They seem to have been spread
pretty equally over the continent, leaving no portion of the country without inhabitants,
nor any with a dense population. Barbarous tribes, under such circumstances, increase
slowly. The life of a hunter is not favourable to a rapid increase of population. If he
sometimes possesses abundance, he is often exposed to famine.

In forming a correct estimate of the early condition of the Indians, much allowance
must be made for the spirit of exaggeration visible in the narratives of the first travellers
and adventurers. They seem to have surveyed the objects before them under the
influence of a mirage, which not only distorted the features, but increased their numbers
and proportions. In addition to this predisposition, the fault in some measure of the
age, the soldiers of fortune who hazarded life and fame in their efforts to subdue the
native inhabitants, were led, in the statement of their own elaims and services, to overrate
the number, and power, and resources of their enemies. There are many evidences of
this spirit, particularly among the Spanish conquerors, and he who reads the account of
their expeditions, and compares them with the habits and condition of the people they
describe, as these are now known to us, must be satisfied, that if the leading facts are
true, the details are entitled to little eredit. 1t is difficult, at this distance of time and
place, to point to particular instances of this habit of misrepresentation. 'The conclusion
must be deduced rather from a general view of the subject, than from single facts.
But there 1s one gross exaggeration which we are able to detect, by a comparison of
the descriptions which have come to us, with the actual customs of the Indians of the
present day.

Every one must recollect the wonderful accounts which have been agiven of the

hieroglyphical pictures of the Mexicans, and these have been often referred to, as

q

evidence of the advances made by those people in knowledge and civilisation. In Dr.

J

Robertson’s History of America, accurate representations are given of those paintings;
and they resemble, in every particular, the rude drawings made by the Sioux, and other
western Indians, upon the fleshy side of their buffalo skins. The exact resemblance
annot be mistaken, as every one may satisfy himself who will compare the reduced fac
similes given by Dr. Robertson, with those which accompany Dr. James’s account of
Colonel Long’s Travels to the Rocky Mountains.

In the region extending from the Atlantic ocean to the Rocky Mountains, and from
the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, there were numerous tribes n-'ﬂmlfrring over the
country, and dividing it among them by very indefinite boundaries, and an imperfect
possession. It is impossible to form an enumeration of these tribes, as they existed at
the era of the discovery. We have ourselves collected not less than two hundred and

seventy-two names™ of different tribes which are found in the early narratives and

—— —

Dubois, Quatoghies, Capiga, Mussisakies,
Cheveux relevez, Adnondecks, Bull Heads, sopus,
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histories; and how many more would have been disclosed by further research, we

presume not to say. Upon what principle these appellations were originally given, 1t

is impossible to ascertain. They far exceed any actual divisions among the Indians,

either social or political, which could have existed: and it would be vam to mquire to

what tribe or bands many of them were given.
doubtless separated into many communities, occupying different regions,

interests which were, or were supposed to be, various and sometimes adverse.

Cheveux ou Port leué,
Andata honoto,
Oneidas,
Canastoga,
Calmawas,
Arogisti,
Sinodouwas,
Dewagamas,
l.enehas,
Onondagos,
Cayugas,
Wayanoak,
Chictaghicks,
Iwikties,
Utawawas,
Ouyslanous,
kaskaskias,
Mitchigamaus,
Renais,
Outagamies,
Sioux,

Naks,
Kickapoos,
Tamawas,

Chactas, or Choctaws,

[‘ﬂnuguiclm:}ﬁ.ﬂr Peahushaws,

supposed to be Peangui-
cheas, or Piankeshaws,

Alibamous,

Taskikis,

Outachepas,

T'omeas,

Abchas,

Talapenches,

Conchakus,

Pakauds,

IKaoutyas, or Cowetas,

Ouanchas,

Chenakisses,

Escaamba,

Souriquois,

(ambas,

Peskadaneeoukkanti.
VOIL. 1.2

Twightwes,
Salanas,
Shawanous,
Outagamies,
Ixehabous,
Maskuticks,
Mahekandes,
Potawatimies,
Walhomimes,
Puans,
Dionoudadie,
Owenagungas,

1CS,

Oulag

Ponacocks,

~Schahooks,

Agonnousioni,

( anabas,

Etcheneus, or Etchmins,

Malicetes,

Baisimetes,

Papinachos,

Oumamioucks,

Eves, or Chats,

L’Ecureuil,

Mohingaus, supposed to be
Mohingans or Mohicans,

Nez percez,

Kareses,

Mousonis,

Cawittas,

Tallpoosas,

Coosas,

Apalachias,

Coushaes, or Coosades,

Oakmulgis,

Oconis,

Ockhoys,

Alibam,

Weetumkees,

l-}illf.‘:llli'l.:‘

Tacusas,

Chacsithooms,

Alickas.

Odsinachies,

Aunies,

T'uscaroras,
Nehkereages,
Tahsagroudie,
Conestogoe,

Canoyeas, or Nantihokes,
Conoyucksuchroona,
Cocchnewwasroonaw,
Tchoanoughroonaw,
Sachdagughroonaw,
Catawbas,

Chenkus,

Conoy, living among the Tus-

CATloras,

Aquelon pissas,or Colla pissas,

Tiaoux,
Oaktashippas,
Wyogtam,
Shogleys,
Musquakey,
Assinais,
Adaies, or Adayes,
Pammahas,
I".lnr:'-:t*nuh‘ﬁ..
Avoyelles,
Chatots,
Thomez,

Chacer Oumas,
Oufe Agoulas,
Tapoussas,
Bayouc Agoulas,
Oque Loussas,
Avoyels,
Otheues,
Wampano,
Wamanus,
Chihokokis,
Wapingeis,
Connecedegas,
Rondaxes,
Wasses, mentioned by Long,

Hawoyazask, or Musquash,

Minisuk,
Shawendadies,
Wateree,
F.ano,
Charah,
Chowan,
Nachee,
Yamasee,
Coosah,
Callapipas,
Oumas,
Tomkas,
Natches,
Anhawas,
Pehenguichias,
I’r,
Casco,
Pigwachet,
Piscataquas,
Newickawanacks,
Wiscasset,
Passamaquoddy,
St. Francois,
(Quinaquous,
Ipati,
Hannetons,
(un,
Tentouha,
Nadouesteaus, supposed to
Nadowessies,
Arsenipoits,
Chougaskabees,
Aisnous,
Tagibao,
Ouabachees,
Biscatonges,
Chininoas,
Choumaus,
N assonis,
Quanoatinos,
Tarahas,
Palaquessous,
Nabar,

Then, as now, the Indians were
and with

Whether

he
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they all descended from a common stock is a question not easily answered. Kven at this
day, our information concerning the Indian languages is very imperfect. The principles
which regulate them are but partially known, and much more severe investigations into
their construction will be necessary, before we are enabled to ascertain all the points of
resemblance which they bear to one another, and all the anomalies they exhibit when
compared with the more methodised and finished tongues of the old world. Many of
the Indian languages are evidently cognate dialects, but in attempting to ascend to their
common origin, we soon become involved in uncertainty.

The great division of the French writers was into the Huron, or Wyandot, the
Algonquin, and the Sioux stocks. These comprehended almost all the tribes known to
them, and they yet comprehend much the larger portion of the tribes known to us.
But besides these, the present state of our information upon the subject leads to the
conclusion that there are three primitive languages spoken by the southern tribes. Of
these the Chactaws and Chickasaws form one; the Creek, or Muskogee, another: and
the Cherokee a third. West of the Mississippi the primitive dialects appear to be the
Minataree. the Pawnee, the Chayenne, the Blackfeet, and the Padoucee, making eleven
original stocks between the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Rocky Mountains. But it
Is by no means certain that all these great families are radically different one from
another. Further vestigations may exhibit resemblances not yet discovered, and

reduce to cognate dialects, languages now supposed to be radically dissimilar.

Montagnes, supposed to be Mosookees, Mattaugwessawacks, Naausi,
Montagnard,or Montagues, Ouachas, Nihanticks, Naichoas,
Ochasteguins, Caouachas, Nepnet, Ouadiches,
(Ontaouonones, Chitimachas, Dassa Monpeake, Cabinoios,
Andastonez, Hoomas, Chickahominies, Mentous,
Bussenmeus, Mobilians, Yamassecs, Ozotheoa,
Altihamaguez, Pasca Oocolos, Nipmuck, Dogenga,
Gaspesiens, Hattahappas, supposed to be Nianticks, Panivacha,
Iroquets, Atakappas, Norredgewock, Pera,
Nation neuht, Uchees, W emenocks, Panaloga,
Sokoki, Biloxis, Androscoggins, or Anasagun- Malatautes,
Abenaquis, Ybitoopas, tacooks, Tichenos,
Ozembogus, Mistapnis, Tomez, N epissings,
Tangeboas, Pascagoulas, Corrois, Tamescamengs,
Ostonoos, Bayagoulas, Offogoulas, Tétes de boule,
Mausalea, Quinnepas, Teoux, Nation du Castor,
Mousa, Mongontatchas, Castachas, Tétes plates,
Ossotoues, Tonicas, Atakapas, Octotates,
Chachachouma, Otchagras, Ounontcharonnous, Aiouez,
Yataches, Sahohes, Plats cotez de chiens, Omaus,
Onodo, Amikones, or Castor, Savanois, Montagnais,
Napgitache, Malecites, (zaspesiens, ~ Torimas,
Quonantino, Poualakes, Bersiamitts, Topingas,
Epicerinis, or Sorciers, Onyapes, Papenachois, Sothoues,
Kiscakous, Apineus, Montagnez, Kappas.

It 1s highly probable that duplicates occur in this list. Montagnez, for example, may mean the same as Montagnais, &e.
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This great diversity of speech, among a race of men presenting in other respects
features almost identical, is a subject of curious and interesting speculation.  Kvery one
who has surveyed the Indians must have been struck with the general resemblance they
bear to each other. 1In all those physical characteristics which divide them from the
other great branches of the human family, they form one people. The facial angle IS
the same, and so is the colour, general stature, form of the face, appearance, and colour
of the eyes, and the common impression which is made, by the whole, upon the spectator.
These facts indicate a common origin. But we find among a people oceupying the same
general region, and with similar habits and modes of life, and unbroken communication,
eleven languages, among which no verbal resemblance has been discovered. And yet,
as far as we are acquainted with them, one common principle of construction pervades
the whole. Whence this unity of form and diversity of expression? Are they to be
traced to the facility with which the words of unwritten languages are changed, and to
the tenacity with which we adhere to the process by which our ideas are formed and
disclosed? If so, these languages have descended from a common origin, and the tribes
must have separated from one ancther at periods more or less remote, as their dialects
approach, or recede from each other. But this conjecture does not accord with the
local relations and established intercourse between many of the tribes. NSome of those
speaking languages radically different live, and have lived for ages, in juxtaposition, and
the most confidential relations have been established among them. This is particularly
the case with the Winnebagoes speaking a dialect of the Sioux stock, and the Menominies
speaking a dialect of the Algonquin stock; and such is also the case with the Hurons,
or Wyandots, and the Ottawas. And it 1s well known that the Shawanese, whose
language is similar to that spoken by the Kickapoo, and other northern tribes, emigrated
from the south, and were, when they became first known to the Kuropeans, planted
among the Creeks upon the streams flowing through Florida. The patronymic appel-
lations used by the various tribes indicate a connection very different from that which
we should be led to deduce from a comparison of their dialects. We cannot trace
these claims of affinity to any known source; but, like many usages which have survived
the causes that gave birth to them, they were doubtless founded upon established
relations existing at the time. The Wyandots claim to be the uncle of all the other
tribes: and the Delawares to be the grandfather. But the Delawares acknowledge
themselves to be the nephew of the Wyandots, and these two tribes speak languages
which have not the most remote resemblance. Whether we shall ever be able to settle
these questions is doubtful. At any rate we can only hope to do it by observation, and
by a rigid abstinence from idle speculations until our collection of facts shall be greatly
enlarged.

In looking back upon the condition of the Indians previously to the arrival of the
FEuropeans, and to the introduction of their manufactures among them, we shall find
that He who “tempers the wind to the shorn lamb™ had provided them with means of

subsistence, and sources of enjoyment suited to their situation and wants. They were

divided, as we have seen, into many different tribes, subdivided into various bands or
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families. This subdivision was an important branch of Indian polity. It would be idle
to recount the traditions respecting the origin and objects of this institution.  We must
be satisfied with surveying them, as they are, or rather as they were, leaving the causes
which induced them, whether aceidental or designed, among the mysteries of the fabulous
period of their history.

The number of these bands among the various tribes was different, and perhaps
indefinite. They usually extended, however, from five or six, to twelve or fifteen. Kach
had a distinct appellative, derived from some familiar ammal, as the bear tribe, &e¢.;
and the figure of the amimal giving name to the tribe became the 7otem, or armorial
bearing of every individual belonging thereto.  When it became necessary to identify a
person i any of their rude drawings, or to affix his mark to any instrument prepared
by the white man, his totem was first made, and then any particular characteristic
added which might apply individually to him. 'The animal itself thus selected for a
manitou, or guardian spirit, or at least certain parts of it, were not used for food by any
of the tribe, although free for any other person. All those belonging to the same tribe
were considered as near relations, and intermarriage among them was strictly prohibited.
Among some of these Indian communities, the village or peace chiefs of one tribe were
chosen by the other tribes; and these subdivisions had an important operation upon their
government and nstitutions.

In the autumn, when the flesh and furs of the animals used by the Indians became in
season, the various bands or families separated, and repaired to their proper districts for
hunting. Huts were erected of bark, or logs, in favourable and sheltered situations, and
here the families resided, the different individuals following their respective employments.
The men devoted themselves to the chase, with zeal and assiduity. And while the
game was abundant they provided a surplus, which in cold weather was preserved by
freezing, and in moderate weather by drying or jerking it. No man was excused from
this first and great duty. Boys were anxious to become hunters, and old men to
remain hunters. The pride of both was enlisted, for both were despised, if unequal to
the task.

With the necessary supply of food, however, the labour of the men ceased. All
other duties devolved on the women. These, as may well be supposed, were arduous
enough. Such has always been the fate of the weaker sex among barbarous tribes, and
it was probably never more severe than among the North American Indians. They
procured the fuel, which was cut with stone tomahawks, and transported it to the camps
upon their backs. They cooked the provisions, dressed the skins, made the canoes,
and performed all the labour not directly connected with those hunting or hostile
excursions which constituted the occupation of the men. 1In these employments the
winter was passed away, and industrious and provident families generally accumulated
a considerable stock of dried meat, and a quantity of furs and skins sufficient for their
wants during the year.

As the spring approached the hunting camps were evacuated, and the various families

collected together in their villages. These were generally situated upon small streams,
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INDIAN TRIBES OF NORTH AMERICA. 9

where the land was of the best quality. Here corn was planted, rudely, and in small
quantities, but still enough to supply them with food for a short time in the latter part
of the summer, and the beginning of autumn. The corn was cultivated entirely by
the women. Indelible disgrace would have attached to the warrior who could so
far forget himself as to aid in the performance of this, or any other duty requiring
manual labour. As they had no domestic animals, no fences were necessary; and the
rude instruments then in use allowed them to do little more than plant and cover the
seed.

This was the principal season for amusement, for business, and for warlike expedi-
tions. Their whole population was brought together. Days and nights were frequently
devoted to feasts, to dances, and athletic games. The young men were engaged n
these pastimes, and the others in the discussion and consideration of affairs involving
the general interest or security. Difficulties and feuds in the tribe were terminated.
If war existed it was prosecuted with vigour, or proposals for peace were made or
received. These few months formed, indeed, the social life of the Indian. At all other
periods he was a solitary animal, engaged like most other animals in the great duty of
self-preservation.

It is easy to conceive that this annual round of employment might be occasionally
interrupted—it, no doubt, was so. A successful or a disastrous war changed essentially
the condition of a tribe, stimulating or depressing them. An unfavourable season for
hunting increased the labour of the men, and added to the privations of their families.
There can be little doubt also that all tribes, before the discovery, lived in a state of
oreat insecurity. No fact in their whole history is better established than the universal
prevalence of war among them; and their wars were too often wars ad internecionem.
They fought, like the animals around them, to destroy, and not to subdue. The war-flag
was always flying, and the war-drum sounding. Their villages were generally enclosed
with palisades, composed of the trunks and limbs of trees, burnt at the proper length,
and secured, not by being placed in a ditch, but by having earth carried and deposited
against them. This earth was doubtless taken from the soil around, equally, and not
by making holes, (because in these an enemy could shelter himself)) and was carried to
the place of deposit by the squaws in skins. And in this way, by an accumulation of
earth for a succession of ages, we are satisfied, that the earthen parapets, which so often
strike the traveller with wonder in the solitary forests of the West, have been formed.
They are certainly monuments of aboriginal labour, but of labour expended for safety
and existence during many generations. In the narrative of Carter’s voyage to the
St. Lawrence, is a minute description of one of these fortified villages, occupying the
present site of Montreal, and there called Flochelaga. 'The process of attack and
defence 1s stated, and the whole corresponds with the account we have given, and with
all we know of the manners and condition of the Indians.

Their government was then, as it is now, essentially a government of opinion. It is

not probable that any punishments were ever judicially affixed to erimes. But their

circumstances were such, that few crimes could be committed. Ardent spirits, the bane
YOL.1.— 3
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of civilised and of savage life, were unknown among them. No facts have come down

to us indicatin:

J

- that any intoxicating liquor was ever used by them, consequently their
passions were never excited or inflamed, as they now are, by this destructive habit.  Of
real property they had none—for theirs was a perpetual community in the possession of
their lands: and their personal property was of very trifling value, consisting of little
more than the skins in which they were clothed. There were no motives, therefore, to
violate the rights of property, and few to disturb the rights of persons. Murder was
almost the only offence which, by universal consent, was followed by punishment;
and this punishment, if such it can be called, was the right which the friends of the
deceased person possessed to take the life of the offender, or to commute, by receiving
some valuable article,

Each tribe had two deseriptions of officers, performing different duties, and acting
independent of” one another. The village, or peace chiefs, directed the civil concerns of
the government. They were usually hereditary, or elected from particular families.
Among some of the tribes the descent was in the direct line from father to son: among
others 1t was 1 the collateral line, from the uncle to the nephew—the son of his sister—
and where this was the case, the reason oiven was to insure the succession to the blood
of the first chief, which object was certainly attained by selecting the sister’s son to
succeed each chief. Women were sometimes, but not often, ehgible to authority. All
these elections and successions were regulated by established rules, as were the
ceremonials attending them. The rank of these chiefs was fixed, and cgenerally one of
them was the acknowledged head of the tribe, and the others were his counsellors. The
external form of the government was arbitrary, but in its practical operation it was a
democracy. No question was decided but upon full discussion and deliberation among
the chiefs, and doubtless the public opinion produced its effect upon them. These
chiefs adjusted any disputes existing among the individuals or families of the tribes:
assigned to all their proper hunting districts; received and transmitted messages from
and to other tribes; conducted and controlled their great feasts and religious festivals,
and concluded peace.

But with the declaration of war terminated these duties, and all the authority of these
conscript fathers.  Like the decree of the Roman senate, which declared the republic
in danger, and prostrated all other power before the dictator, the commencement of
hostilities suspended all the authority of the village chiefs, and substituted that of the
war chiefs. In the selection of these warriors the accident of birth had no influence.
Reckless valour; the ability to do and to suffer; the power to lead and command, all
proved and displayed in many a bloody combat, could alone elevate an Indian to the
command of his countrymen, which dignity conferred little else than the right to lead,
and to be the first in every desperate enterprise. Their tactics embraced no combination

of movement, none of that system of manceuvres which teaches every combatant that

he is a part of a great machine, ruled and regulated by one presiding spirit. Their
battles, like those described by Homer, were single combats, in which physical force
and courage prevailed.
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It is not easy to ascertain their mythological opinions, or their religious doctrines.
Almost all the tribes have been more or less the objects of instruction by the missionaries
sent among them by various religious societies, established among the Christian nations
who have planted colonies on the continent. The effect of the doctrines taught by
these missionaries upon the traditions and opinions of the Indians is visitble: and it
is difficult to separate what they have thus received, from what they have inherited
from their forefathers. Nothing can be more crude than these fables and notions, which
are certainly their own, and which constitute their system of theology. They probably
had an indistinet idea of a future existence, but it was doubtful, shadowy, unproductive,
the mere wreck of a revelation made in the early ages of the world, adhered to without
knowledge and without hope. IEvery object in nature had a familiar spirit, some for
cood and some for evil. And the Creator, in their view, seems to have been a gigantic
undefined being, contending with the elements, sometimes subduing, and sometimes
subdued by them.

It is impossible to reconcile the inconsistent opinions of his power and other attributes,
to be deduced from the traditionary fables which they repeat and believe. Under the
name JVanibujo, or some similar appellative, he i1s known to the tribes of the Algonquin
stock, and the idlest and wildest tales are told of his prowess and contests, sometimes
with the deluge, which seems to form an era in all traditions, and sometimes with the
imaginary animals with which the water and the land were filled.* We feel no
disposition to repeat these stories here. They would scarcely serve the purpose of
amusing the reader, and only add to the many existing proofs of the folly to which
man is prone in an unenlightened state.

The intellectual acquirements of the Indians were as low as they are recorded to have
been among any people on the face of the earth. They had no letters and no learning.
Not the slightest rudiments of a single science were known among them. The sun, and
moon, and stars, were balls of light set in the heavens. The earth was an island. Their
pathology referred every disorder to a spirit which was to be driven out by the noise
and incantations of the jugglers, which constituted their whole medical science. Their
arithmetic enabled them to count to a hundred, and here, generally, their power over
numbers ceased. Their arts consisted in making a bow and arrow and canoe, and in
taking their game upon the land and in the water. We presume there was scarcely an
Indian on the continent who could comprehend an abstract idea, and at this day the
process is neither common nor easy. 'T'he great business of their lives was to procure
food, and devour it; and to subdue their enemies, and scalp them.

Such, in general, was the condition of the Indians when the Kuropeans arrived

among them. Their sources of enjoyment were few and simple, and it is possible,
notwithstanding the state of their society was such as we have depicted it, that they
enjoyed some proportion of happiness. Why they had advanced so little in all that

constitutes the progress of society, it is not so easy to conjecture. The question presents

* See M'Kenney’s Tour to the Lakes, pp. 302, 3, 4, 5, &e.
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one of the most diflicult problems to be found in the whole history of mankind. Here
was a people in the rudest condition, knowing nothing, and attentive to nothing but their
physical wants; without metallic instruments, agriculture, manufactures, or education;
and with the means only of supplying their most ilulispmiml_:lu animal necessities.  Such,
doubtless, had been their condition for ages. It certainly could not have been worse at
any period of their previous history; if it had been, they must have been more helpless
than the animals around them, and, from entire improvidence, and the absence of power
to protect and perpetuate existence, have become extinet.

What then prevented their advancement? Why was experience lost upon them?
Knowing that the alternations of the seasons would bring with them abundance and
scarcity, why did they not provide for the one when they possessed the other? The
accumulation of knowledge forms the distinguishing characteristic between men and
brutes. The boundary which divides reason and instinct is not always well defined, nor
easily ascertained. Indeed, who can determine where instinet terminates and reason
begins? In some important respects instinet is a less fallible guide than reason. But
as instinct was at the creation, so it is now. It exerts the same influence over the
same varieties of living beings, and under the same modifications now as heretofore :—
whereas reason is now, and has always been, susceptible of indefinite, perhaps infinite
improvement. The treasures of knowledge accumulated by those who have gone before
us have descended to us. Their experience has become our experience, and we are
taught by it what to embrace and what to avoid. But of all this the aboriginal
mhabitants of America exhibited no example. They were stationary, looking upon life
as a scene of physical exertion, without improving, or attempting to improve. With the
exception of the half’ civilised empires of Mexico and Peru, the condition and Improve-
ment of which we are satisfied were grossly exaggerated by the early adventurers, all
the primitive inhabitants, from the straits of Magellan to Hudson's bay, were in this
state of helpless ignorance and imbecility.  Whether they inhabited the mild and genial
chimates, were burned by the vertical sun of the tropics, or by a still harder fate were
condemned to the bleak and sterile regions of the north, all were equally stationary and
improvident.  Ages passed by and made no impression upon them. The experience of
the past, and the aspiration of the future, were alike unheeded. 'Their existence was
confined to the present.  We confess our inability to explain this enigma, and we leave
it without further observation.

Their previous history and progress are utterly lost—Ilost in that long interval of
darkness which precedes authentic history amongst all nations—it rests, and probably
will ever rest, upon the Indians.

In what direction the current of emigration traversed the continent, and when and
where it sent out its lateral branches to form distinet communities, and eventually to
speak different languages, we have no means of ascertaining. Some of the Indian
traditions refer to an eastern, and some to a western origin, but most of the tribes trace

their descent to the soil they inhabit, and believe their ancestors emerged from the

earth. Nothing can be more uncertain, and more unworthy, we will not say of credit,
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but of consideration, than their earlier traditions; and probably there is not a single fact
in all their history, supported by satisfactory evidence, which occurred half a century
previously to the establishment of the Kuropeans. 1Tt is well known that important
incidents are communicated, and their remembrance preserved, by belts of wampum
formed of strings of beads originally made of white clay, in a rude manner, by themselves,
but now manufactured for them from shells. These beads were variously eoloured, and
so arranged as to bear a distant resemblance to the objects intended to be delineated.
The belts were particularly devoted to the preservation of speeches, the proceedings of
councils, and the formation of treaties. One of the principal counsellors was the custos
rotulorum: and it was his daty to repeat, from time to time, the speeches and narratives
connected with those belts; to impress them fully upon his memory, and to transmit
them to his successor. At a certain season every year they were taken from their
places of deposit, and exposed to the whole tribe, while the history of each was publicly
recited. It is obvious, that by the principles of association these belts would enable
those whose duty it was, to preserve with more certainty and facility the traditionary
narratives; and they were memorials of the events themselves, like the sacred relies
which the Jews were directed to deposit in the ark of the covenant. How far the
intercourse between the various tribes extended cannot be known. There is reason to
believe that the vieterious Iroquois carried their arms to Mexico. It has been stated
by Mr. Stickney, an intelligent observer, well acquainted with the Indians, (having been
formerly Indian agent at Fort Wayne,) that he once saw a very ancient belt among the
Wyandots, which they told him had come from a large Indian nation in the southwest.
At the time of its reception, as ever since, the Wyandots were the leading tribe in this
quarter of the continent. Placed at the head of the great Indian commonwealth by
circumstances which even their tradition does not record, they held the great council
fire, and possessed the right of convening the various tribes around it, whenever any
important occurrence required general deliberation. This belt had been specially trans-
mitted to them, and from the attendant circumstances and accompanyiug narrative, Mr.
Stickney had no doubt but it was sent by the Mexican emperor, at the period of the
mvasion of that country by Cortez. The speech stated, in substance, that a new and
strange ammal had appeared upon the coast, deseribing him like the fabled centaurs
of antiquity, as part man and part quadruped; and adding, that he commanded the

thunder and lightning. The object seemed to be to put the Indians on their guard

o
agamst this terrible monster, wherever he might appear.

Could a collection of these ancient belts be now made, and the accompanying narratives
recorded, it would afford curious and mteresting materials, reflecting, no doubt, much
hght upon the former situation and history of the Indians. But it is vain to expect
such a discovery. In the mutations and migrations of the various tribes, misfortunes
have pressed so heavily upon them, that they have been unable to preserve their people
or their country, much less the memorials of their former power. 'These have perished

in the general wreck of their fortunes—Ilost, as have been the sites of their council fires,

and the araves of their fathers.
VOI.. 1.1
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When the French first entered the St. Lawrence, the great war had commenced
between the Wyandots and the Iroquois, which terminated in the entire discomfiture of
the former, and produced important effects upon all the tribes within the sphere of its
operation. 'The origin of this war is variously related, but the more probable account
refers it to the murder of a small party of Iroquois hunters by some of the young
Wyandots, jealous of their success. Previously to this event, the Iroquois had been
rebuked by the superior genius and fortune of their rivals, and lived peaceably n their
vicinity, without competition, if not without envy, and devoting themselves to the chase.
This unprovoked outrage roused their resentment, and finding that no satisfaction could
be obtained, that their representations were slighted, and themselves treated with scorn,
they took up arms.  No contest at its commencement could have appeared more hopeless.
Experience, character, influence, numbers, all were in favour of their enemies. And
yet this war, commenced under such inauspicious circumstances, ended in the utter
prostration, and almost in the extinction of the Wyandots: entailed upon them a series
of calamities unexampled in any history, and elevated the Iroquois to the summit of
aboriginal power and fame. It produced, also, the most important consequences upon
the whole course of Indian events during more than a century of desperate valour and
enterprise. Little did they think, who commenced this war with arrows pointed with
flints, and with war-clubs rudely made from the hard knots of trees, that before its
termination a new race of men would arrive among them, destined to exert a final and
decisive influence upon their fate, and bringing with them new weapons, terrific in
their appearance and sound, and more terrible still by their invisible operation and
bloody effects.

In the sunlight of the Indian condition, there were redeeming circumstances which did
much to balance the evil resulting from their peculiar condition and institutions. Their
solemn assemblies and grave deliberations around their council fires presented imposing
spectacles.  From some of the facts incidentally stated by the early French historians,
it 1s obvious that the chiefs were then treated with much more respect than is now paid
them. It was the duty of the young hunters to provide them with the food and furs
necessary for the support and clothing of their families. It was, in fact, a tax levied
under the conciliatory name of present. The sieur Perot, who was sent in 1761 with
messages from the governor-general of Canada to many of the western tribes, states
that the great chief of the Miamies then lived at Chicago, upon Lake Michigan. That
he was constantly attended by a guard of forty young warriors, as well for state as for
security, and the ceremonies of introduction to him were grave and imposing. All this
evinces the consideration then attached to the chiefs, which gave to them much personal
influence, and to their opinions much weight and authority. This deference served
to counteract the democratic tendency of their institutions, and operated in the same
manner as the more artificial checks in civilised governments. Age, and wisdom, and
experience, were thus protected from rude interruption, and the rashness of youth, as

well as from those sudden tempests of passion, to which they are as easily exposed as

their own lakes to the tempests that sweep over them.
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In comparing the present situation of the Indians with their condition before the
discovery, great allowances must be made for the changes which have been produced,
and for their general deterioration in manners, in morals, and in extrinsic circumstances.
There are, and no doubt always have been, radical defects in their institutions—defects
peculiar to themselves, and which have made them a phenomenon among the human
family. That there are varieties in the human race, 1s a physiological truth which will
not be questioned. The controversy begins only when the causes ol this diversity are
investigated, and their extent and effects are estimated. 'This wide field of discussion
we shall not enter. And it must be left to future mquirers to ascertain whether the
physical difference, so obviously discernible in comparisons between the Caucasian,
Mongolian, Ethiopian, Malay and other varieties, is the cause or the consequence of
the peculiar moral characteristics by which the various races of men are distinguished.

The aboriginal mhabitants of America are marked by external features peculiar to
themselves, and which distinguish them from all the other descendants of Adam. They
are marked too by peculiar opinions, habits, manners, and institutions. The effect of

- them cannot be doubted. They have diminished

the coming of the Europeans amon

J

in numbers, deteriorated in morals, and lost all the most prominent and striking traits
of their character. It were vain to speculate now upon the position they would have
occupied, had they abandoned their own institutions, and coalesced with the strangers
who came among them.

But these more general observations can give but an indefinite idea of the circum-
stances and situation of the Indians. We must not only survey them as one people,
possessing similar characteristics, but we must view them also in detached groups, as

they actually lived, and occupied different portions of the country, each pursuing their

course independent of, and too often at war with, their neichbours. But in this general
sketch we shall not attempt to trace the history of all the tribes whose names have
come down to us. Such a task would be alike hopeless and unprofitable. We shall
confine ourselves to the more prominent divisions, whose progress, condition, and fate
are best known to us.

The tribes occupying that part of the United States east of the Hudson river, were
known to the other Indians under the cgeneral name of Weabenauki, or men of the east.
Their languages were cognate dialects, branches of the Algonquin stock, and bearing a
very perceptible resemblance to one another. Tt cannot be doubted that all these tribes
had one origin; and that their separation into distinet communities had taken place at
no very remote period when our acquaintance with them first commenced.

Heavily indeed have time and circumstances pressed upon them. They may all be
considered as extinet, for the few wretched individuals who survive have lost all that
was worth possessing of their own character, without acquiring any thing that is
estimable in ours.  As the great destroyer has thus blighted the relations which once
existed between these Indians and our forefathers, it does not fall within our plan to

review their former condition, and to trace the history of the numerous small bands

nto which they appear to have been divided. Little besides the names of many of
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them is now known, and these have probably been multiplied by the ignorance and
carelessness of observers but imperfectly acquainted with them. The Narragansets and
the Pequods are the two tribes with whose names and deeds we are most familiar.
The former from their skill in the manufacture of wampum, earthen vessels, and other
articles, originally used by the Indians; and the latter from their prowess in war, and
from the desperate resistance they made to the progress of the white men. Their
principal chief, known to us by the English name Philip, appears to have been an
able and intrepid man, contending under the most discouraging circumstances against
invaders of his country, and falling with the fall of all that was dear to him, when
further resistance was impracticable. His name, with the names of Pontiac and
Tecumthe, and a few others, seem alone destined to survive the oblivion which rests
upon the forest warriors, and upon their deeds.

The Mohegans occupied most of the country upon the Hudson river, and between
that river and the Connecticut. Conflicting accounts are given of their language and
origin, but since more accurate investigations have been made into the general subject
of our Indian relations, we know that they are a branch of the Delaware family, and
closely connected with the parent stocks. So far as our iformation extends, this was
their original country, for the wild traditions which have been gravely recorded and
repeated, respecting the migrations and fortunes of this great aboriginal family, are
unworthy of serious consideration. A few hundreds of this tribe are yet remaining,
but they abandoned their primitive seats many years ago, and attached themselves to
some of their kindred bands. A few of them have passed the Mississippi, and others
are residing in Upper Canada, but the larger portion have established themselves at
Green Bay.

The Six Nations, known to the IFrench as the Iroquois, and to the English as the
Mingoes, were the most powerful tribe of Indians upon the continent. I'hey originally
occupied the country north of Lake Ontario, but after the commencement of hostilities
between them and the Wyandots, and their allies, the Algonquins, they removed to the
south of that lake, and established their residence in what is now the western part of
the state of New York. At the commencement of this contest, they were so unequal to
their adversaries that they withdrew beyond the sphere of their operations, and engaged
in hostilities with the Shawanese, then living upon the southern shore of Lake Erie.
Their efforts were here successful, and they expelled this tribe from their country, and
took possession. Emboldened by success, and having acquired experience in war, from
which they had long refrained, they turned their arms against their enemies to revenge
the injuries they had received. A long and bloody contest ensued, and it was raging
when the French occupied the banks of the St. Lawrence. They took part with the
Wyandots and Algonquins, and Champlain accompanied a war party in one of their
expeditions, and upon the shore of the lake which bears his name, fought a battle with
the Irequois, and defeated them by the use of fire-arms, which then became first known

to these aborigines. But the latter were soon furnished with the destructive weapon of

Furopean warfare by the English and Dutch, and their career of conquest extended to
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the Mississippi. The Wyandots and Algonquins were almost exterminated, and the
feeble remnant were compelled to seek refuge in the Manitoulin Islands, which line the
northern coast of Lake Huron. Their inexorable enemies followed them into these
secluded regions, and finally compelled them to flee among the Sioux, then living west
of Lake Superior.

During almost a century they harassed the French settlements, impeded their
progress, and even bearded them under the walls of Quebec. 1t has been thought that
Champlain and his suceessors in authority, who controlled the destiny of New Irance,
committed a great political error in identifying their cause with that of either of the
hostile parties. But a neutral course was impracticable. Aboriginal politics necessarily
associated with the great contest for supremacy, then pending between the Iroquois and
their enemies. It was the absorbing topic of discussion, and those who were friendly
to one party, were of course hostile to the other. Had the French declined the
overtures of both, they would have acquired the confidence of neither, and probably
have furnished another proof of the inefficacy of temporising measures in great uestions
of public policy. 'They naturally attached themselves to those of their own immediate
vicinity, and the others were as naturally thrown into the arms of the English.  During
the long contest between these two Iuropean powers for supremacy upon the continent,
the Iroquois were generally found in the English interest, and the other tribes m the
Irench.

History furnishes few examples of more desperate valour, more daring enterprise, or
more patriotic devotion, than are found in these wars, first waged by the Iroquois for
that revenge which they regarded as justice, but afterwards for conquest.

Those Indians present the only example of intimate union recorded in aboriginal
history. They consisted originally of five tribes, namely, the JHohawks, the Onondagos,
the Nenecas, the Oneidas, and the Cayugas. About the year 1717, the Tuscaroras
Joined the confederacy, and formed the sixth tribe—from this period the Iroquois were
sometimes known as the Ifive Nations, and sometimes as the Six Nations.

The origin of this confederacy is unknown to us. It existed when they became first
known to the whites. No mmperfect were the investigations made into these subjects,
that the principles of their union are but little understood. Each tribe probably
managed its internal concerns independent of all the others. DBut the whole seem to
have formed an Amphictyonic league, in which subjects of general interest were
discussed and determined. The Tuscarora tribe had occupied a portion of North
Carolina, but they became involved in difficulties with the peeple of that provinece, and
after a series of disasters were compelled to abandon it. Their language resembles
that spoken by the other tribes of the confederacy, and there is little doubt but at some
{former period they had been united by an intunate connection, and probably by the ties
of consanguinity. They must have separated from the Kindred stock, and been led by
circumstances, now unknown, to migrate to North Carolina; and thence perhaps after

a lapse of ages, they were driven back to their ancient possessions.  Dr. Williamson

has observed, that “this migration of the Tuscarora Indians, and other migrations of
VOL. 1.—5
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Indian tribes, well attested, do not accord with Lord Kamess observation, that

‘savages are remarkably attached to their native soil. There are many instances in
the history of the Indians where their primitive country has been abandoned, and a
new one obtained by favour or by power. These migrations, however, have seldom,
perhaps never, been voluntary, but the result of untoward circumstances, submitted to
with great reluctance. They are certainly far from drawing in question the accuracy
of the observation referred to. .

Of this once powerful confederacy, about six thousand individuals now remain. The
larger portion of them live upon a reservation near Buffalo in the state of New York:
a few are found in Pennsylvania, and some in Ohio, at Green Bay, and in Canada.

The Delawares were situated principally upon tide-water in New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, and Delaware.  Their own appellation of Lenne Lenape, or original people,
has been almost forgotten by themselves, and is never used by the other tribes. This
is the family about which so many fables have been related, and eredited. Occupying
the country between the Hudson and Potomac rivers, and between the eastern slope of
the Alleghany Mountains and the ocean, they became early known to the Moravians,
and engaged the care and attention of the zealous missionaries employed by those
exemplary Christians.  The whole subject of Indian relations was fresh and new to
them. They seem never to have known, or to have heeded, that enterprising, sagacious,
and learned men, had long preceded them in these investigations, and had traversed the
continent, surveying the condition of its inhabitants, and inquiring into the changes they
had undergone. All that the Delawares told of themselves seems to have been received
without suspicion, and recorded and repeated without serutiny. It is easy for those who
have formed much acquaintance with the Indians, to trace the circumstances which gave
to the legends of the Delawares such authority, and to the teachers of the Delawares
such credulity.

The Moravians were first planted among these Indians. Their inoffensive lives and
disinterested efforts to improve them, soon created mutual confidence and attachment.
The Moravians followed them in their various migrations, from the NSusquehannah to
the Ohio, from the Ohio to the Muskingum, from the Muskingum to Lake St. Clair,
and thence in many of their wanderings, that have at last terminated in their passage
across the Mississippi, which, like the fabled river dividing the living from the dead, can
never be recrossed by an Indian community.

During this long, frequently perilous, and always pious intercourse, the attention of
the missionaries was directed exclusively to their neophytes. The manners, customs, and
condition of the other tribes were a sealed book to them. And when the old Delaware
chiefs recounted their transactions, dwelling with fond regret upon the fallen fortunes of
their nation, and explaining the subtle policy of the Iroquois, by which the Delawares
were reduced to the condition of women, it was perhaps natural that the tale should be
believed. TIts utter nconsistency with the whole course of Indian conduct. and with

the authentic series of events, as they appear in the early I'rench narratives, before this

pretended self~abasement. was unknown to these unsuspeeting, worthy men. He who
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has heard Indian traditions, related by age, and listened to by youth, in the midst of an
Indian camp, with every eye upon the speaker, and “all appliances to boot,” must be
sensible of the impression they are caleculated to make. And we may well excuse the
spirit in which they were received.

The Delawares, at the period when our knowledge of them commenced, had yielded
to the ascendancy of the Iroquois; and were apparently contented with their submission.
The circumstances of the conquest are entirely unknown to us. But of the result there
is no doubt. The proceedings of a council, recorded by Colden, held with the Iroquois
and Delawares, at Philadelphia, in 1742, by the governor of Pennsylvania, 1s conclusive
upon this point. The Iroquois appealed to the governor, as the acknowledged paramount
authority, to remove the Delawares from a tract of land which they had ceded to
Pennsylvania many years before, but the possession of which they refused to relinquish.
The complaint was made in open council, at which the Iroquois and Delawares were
both present, and at the next sitting it was answered by the former in these words:—
“ We have concluded to remove them, and oblige them to go over the river Delaware,
&c.;” and then turning to the Delawares, the speaker said:—* Cousins, let this belt of
wampum serve to chastise you. You ought to be taken by the hair of the head and
stretched severely till you recover your senses and become sober. But how came you
to take upon you to sell land at all? We conquered you; we made women of you; you
know you are women, and is it fit that you should have the power of selling lands, since
you would abuse it? The land you claim is expended; you have been furnished with
clothes, meat and drink, by the goods paid you for it, and now you want it again, like
children, as you are. And for all these reasons we charge you to remove instantly.
We don’t give you the liberty to think about it. Don’t deliberate, but remove away,
and take this belt of wampum.”

This being interpreted by Conrad Wesir into English, and by Cornelius Spring mnto
the Delaware language, Canepitigo, taking a string of wampum, added further:—

“ After our just reproof, and absolute order to depart from the lands, you have now
to take notice of what we have further to say to you. 'T'his string of wampum serves
to forbid you, your children, and grandchildren, to the latest posterity, for ever, meddling
in land affairs; neither you, nor any who shall descend from you, are ever hereafter to
presume to sell any land. For which purpose you are to preserve this string in memory
of what your uncles have this day given you in charge. We have some other business
to transact with our brethren, (the whites,) and therefore depart the council, and consider
what has been said to you.”

He who can believe, after this, the idle tales related of the power and prowess of the
Delawares, must be left to his credulity.

The principal portion of this tribe emigrated from Pennsylvama many years since,
and established themselves in Ohio. Thence they removed to White river, in Indiana;
a few years ago they crossed the Mississippi, and now occupy a reservation secured to

them i the southwestern part of Missouri.

The Wvyandots stood at the head of the great Indian confederacy. How this
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pre-eminence was acquired, or how long it had been enjoyed, there are none to tell.
They were originally established on the St. Lawrence, but during their long and disastrous
contests with the Iroquois they were greatly reduced, and compelled to flee before these
victorious enemies. From their local position, they engaged the care and attention of
the Roman Catholic missionaries at a very early period, and their history, for upwards
of two centuries, is better known than that of any other tribe. After the Iroquois began
to gain the ascendancy, the calamities endured by the Wyandots are unparalleled in the
history of nations. Their enemies pursued them with the most unrelenting rigour, and
without attempting to trace the incidents of this war, we shall merely observe, that the
Wyandots were driven to seek protection from the Sioux, at the western extremity of
Lake Superior. They here remained until the Troquois were crippled by their wars
with the French, when they returned to Lake IMuron, and established themselves for
a short time in the vicinity of Michilimackinac. Dissatisfied with that sterile region,
they descended the Detroit river about the period when the French formed their first
settlements in that quarter, and afterwards took possession of the Sandusky plains, in
Ohio. A small portion of the tribe yet live upon the river aux Canards, in Upper
Canada; and a still smaller pertion upon the river Huron of Lake Erie, in the Michigan
territory. The principal part, however, occupy the country upon the Sandusky river,
in Ohio. Their entire population, at this period, is about seven hundred.

This tribe was not unworthy of the pre-eminence it enjoyed. The French historians
describe them as superior, in all the essential charaeteristics of savage life, to any other
Indians upon the continent.  And at this day, their intrepidity, their general deportment,
and their lofty bearing, confirm the accounts which have been given to us. In all the
wars upon our borders, until the conclusion of Wayne's treaty, they acted a conspicuous
part, and their advice in council, and conduct in action, were worthy of their ancient
renowin.

They possessed the right to convene the several tribes at the great council fire, always
burning at the lodge of their principal chief, called Sarstantzee, who lived at Brownstown,
at the mouth of the Detroit river. Whenever any subject involving the general interest
of the tribes required discussion, they despatched messages to the country, dvumnding
the attendance of their chiefs, and they opened and presided at the deliberations of the
council.

The ingenuity of vengeance has perhaps never devised a more horrible punishment
than that provided among this tribe for murder. The corpse of the murdered man was
placed upon a scaffold, and the murderer extended upon his back, and tied below. He
was here left, with barely food enough to support life, until the remains of the murdered
subject above him became a mass of putridity, falling upon him, and then all food was
withheld, when he perished thus miserably. There were no traces of a similar punishment
among any other tribe.

The Ottawas were the faithful allies of the W yandots during all their misfortunes,

and accompanied them in their various peregrinations.  They are now much scattered,

occupymng positions upon the Maumee, upon the Grand river of Lake Michigan, upon
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the eastern and western coasts of that lake, and upon the heads of the lllinois river.
Their number is about four thousand.

To this tribe belonged the celebrated Pontiac. He was born about the year 1714,
and while a young man distinguished himself in the various wars in which the Ottawas
were engaged. He gradually acquired an ascendency over his countrymen, and his
name and actions became known to all the tribes in the northwest. He was a faithful
adherent to the French interest, and a determined enemy to the English, During
many vears of the long contest between those powers, which terminated in the utter
subversion of the French empire in America, he was present in all the important actions,
stimulating his countrymen by his authority and example. Major Rogers states in his
narrative, that when he marched into the Ottawa country with his first detachment,
which took possession of the posts in the northwest, Pontiac met him with a party of
his warriors, and told him he stood in his path, and would not suffer him to advance.
By amicable professions, however, Major Rogers conciliated him, and for a short time
he appeared to be friendly. But his attachment to the French, and hostility to the
British, were too deeply rooted to be eradicated, and he concerted a scheme for the
overthrow of the latter, and for their expulsion from the country. No plan formed by
the Indians for defence or revenge, since the discovery of the continent, can be compared
with this, in the ability displayed in its formation, or in the vigour with which it was
prosecuted. The British had then eleven military posts covering that frontier: at
Niagara, at Presque Isle, at Le Boeuf, at Pittsburgh, at Sandusky, at the Maumee, at
Detroit, at Michilimackinae, at Green Bay, and at St. Joseph. Pontiac meditated a
contemporaneous attack upon all these posts, and after their reduction, a permanent
confederacy among the Indians, and a perpetual exclusion of the British from the
country. Like Tecumthe, he called the superstition of the Indians to the aid of his
projects, and disclosed to them the will of the Great Spirit, which he prevailed on them
to believe had been revealed to him by the various prophets over whom he had acquired
an influence. One great object was to render his people independent of the white men,
by persuading them to resume their ancient mode of lle.

To follow the history of Pontiac in his eventful career, would lead us too far from
the course we have preseribed for ourselves. Some of the principal facts are recorded
in the journals of that day, but these are the mere outlines. All that gives interest to
the picture lives only in the Indian and Canadian traditions, and in the few manuscript
notices of these transactions, which have been accidentally preserved.

Fight of these posts were captured. But Niagara, Pittsburgh, and Detroit, were
successfully defended. The siege of the latter is by far the mest extraordinary effort
ever made by the Indians in any of their wars. It commenced in May, 1763, and
continued with more or less vigour until the place was relieved by General Bradstreet,
in 1764. During this period many of the events seem more like the incidents of
romance than the occurrences of an Indian campaign. Among these were the attempt

to gain possession of the town by treachery, and its providential disclosure; the attack

upon one of the British armed vessels by a fleet of canoes, and the precipitate retreat
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of the assailants, after gaining possession of the vessel, in consequence ol orders being
given by the captain to fire the magazine, which were overheard, and communicated to
the Indians by a white man, who had been taken captive by them early in life; the
battle of the Bloody Bridge, well named from this sanguinary action, i which an
aid-de-camp of Sir Jeffrey Amherst commanded and fell, and the desperate efforts twice
made by blazing rafts to set fire to the armed vessels anchored in front of the town—
these, among many events of subordinate interest, give a character of perseverance and
of systematic effort to this siege, for which we shall in vain look elsewhere in Indian
history. If contemporary accounts and traditionary recollections can be credited, all
these were the result of the superior genius of Pontiae, and of the ascendency he had
gained over his countrymen.

The subsequent fate of this warrior chief did not correspond with the heroic spirit he
displayed in his efforts against the British. After their power upon the frontier was
re-established, he left the country and took refuge among the Indians upon the llinois.
For some trivial cause a quarrel arose between him and a Peoria Indian, which
terminated in his assassination.

Such was the respect in which his memory was held, that the other tribes united
in a crusade against the Peorias to revenge his death, and that tribe was, in effect,
exterminated.

The Chippewas (or Ojibwas) reach from Lake Erie to the Lake of the Woods,
possessing a country of great extent, much of which, however, is sterile in its soil, and
bleak mn its climate. They possess the coasts of Lake Huron and Lake NSuperior, the
heads of the Mississippi, some of the western coast of Lake Michigan, and have a joint
interest with the Ottawas and Potawatimies in the country of the Fox and Des Pleines
rivers in Ilinois.  Their numbers are computed at fifteen thousand.

These Indians live generally upon the great lakes, and upon the streams flowing into
them. Fish forms an important article of their food, and they are expert in the
manufacture of bark canoes, the only kind used by them, and in their management. 1In
cleanliness, in docility, and in provident arrangement, they are inferior to many of the
other tribes; and those in the immediate vicinity of our frontier posts and settlements,
furnish melancholy examples of the effect of the introduction of spirituous liquors among
them. All the bands extending to the arctic cirele, and occupying the territories of lht_':‘
Hudson's Bay Company, appear to be branches of this great family. The principal
seat of their power and government was formerly at Point Chegoimegon upon Lake
Superior, and from the accounts of the Catholic missionaries stationed among them,
they were then a prosperous and influential tribe.

The Potawatimies are situated principally in the northern parts of Indiana and
Ilinois, in the southwestern section of Lake Michigan, and in the country between that
lake and the Mississippi. They are estimated at about six thousand five hundred.

This was formerly the most popular tribe north of the Ohio. They are remarkable
for their stature, symmetry, and fine personal appearance. Their original country was

along the southern shore of Lake Michigan, but they extended themselves to the White
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river in Indiana on the south, to the Detroit river on the east, and to the Rock river on
the west. And they first interposed an effectual barrier to the victorious career of the
Lroquois.

Between these three last named tribes, the Ottawas, Chippewas, and Potawatimies, a
more intimate union existed than between any of the other tribes, not actually forming
a strict confederacy. Their languages approach so near, that they understand one
another without difficulty., They have but one council fire, in other words, but one
assemblage of chiefs, in which their important business is managed. And until recently
they were unwilling to conclude any important aftair, unless around this common
council fire. But this institution, like many of their other pecuhar customs, is fast
mouldering away. Many of the circumstances which gave influence and authority
to these grave convocations, have long since disappeared. The ashes of their council
fires are scattered over the land, and the plough has turned up the bones of their
forefathers.

The Shawanese for more than a century have been much separated, and their bands
have resided in different parts of the country. A considerable portion of them live upon
a reservation at Waupaukonetta in Ohio, but a majority have crossed the Mississippi,
and have recommenced the life of warriors and hunters, in hostile attacks upon the
Osages, and in the pursuit of the buffalo. This transmigration commenced during our
revolutionary war. They made thewr first settlement, on their removal, near Cape
Girardeau. This position they have since relinquished, and they are now much
dispersed 1n L.ouisiana, in Arkansas, and in Missouri. The tribe numbers about two
thousand persons.

Much obscurity rests upon the history of the Shawanese. Their manners, customs,
and language, indicate a northern origin, and upwards ef two centuries ago they held
the country south of Lake Erie. They were the first tribe which felt the force, and
yielded to the superiority of the Iroquois. Conquered by them, they migrated to
the south, and from fear or favour, were allowed to take possession of a region upon
Savannah river, but what part of that river, whether in Georgia or Florida, is not
known—it is presumed, the former. How long they resided there, we have not the
means of ascertaining: nor have we any account of the incidents of their history in
that country, or of the causes of their leaving it.  One, if not more of their bands
removed from thence to Pennsylvania, but the larger portion took possession of the
country upon the Miami and Sciota rivers in Ohio, a fertile region, where their habits,
more industrious than those of their race generally, enabled them to live comfortably.

This is the only tribe among all our Indians, who claim for themselves a foreign
origin.  Most of the aborigines of the continent believe their forefathers ascended from
holes in the earth, and many of them assign a local habitation to these traditionary
places of nativity of their race: resembling, in this respect, some of the traditions
of antiquity, and derived, perhaps, from that remote period when barbarous tribes
were troglodytes, subsisting upon the spontancous productions of the earth. "The

Shawanese believe their ancestors inhabited a foreign land, which, from some unknown
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cause, they determined to abandon. They collected their people together, and marched
to the seashore. Here various persens were selected to lead them, but they declined
the duty, until it was undertaken by one of the Turtle tribe. He placed himself at the
head of the procession, and walked into the sea. The waters immediately divided, and
they passed along the bottom of the ocean, until they reached this “island.”

The Shawanese have one institution peculiar to themselves. Their nation was
originally divided into twelve tribes or bands, bearing different names. Each of these
tribes was subdivided, in the usual manner, into families of the Eagle, the Turtle, &c.,
these animals constituting their tofems. Two of these tribes have become extinet, and
their names are forgotten. The names of the other ten are preserved, but only four of
these are now kept distinet. These are the Makostrake, the Pickaway, the Kickapoo,
and the Chilicothe tribes. Of the six whose names are preserved, but whose separate
characters are lost, no descendants of one of them, the Wauphauthawonaukee, now
survive. The remains of the other five have become incorporated with the four
subsisting tribes. IEven to this day, each of the four sides of their council houses is
assigned to one of these tribes, and is invariably oceupied by it. Although, to us, they
appear the same people, yet they pretend to possess the power of discerning, at sight, to
which tribe an individual belongs.

The celebrated Tecumthe, and his brother Tens-kwau-ta-waw, more generally known
by the appellation of the Prophet, were Shawanese, and sprung from the Kickapoo
tribe. 'They belonged to the family, or totem, of the Panther, to the males of which
alone was the name Tecumthe, or I'lying across, given.

Their paternal grandfather was a Creek, and their grandmother a Shawanese. The
name of their father was Pukeshinwau, who was born among the Creeks, but removed
with his tribe to Chilicothe upon the Sciota. Tecumthe, his fourth son, was born upon
the journey. Pukeshinwau was killed at the battle at Point Pleasant, at the mouth of
the Kenhawa, in 1774, and the prophet was one of three posthumous children, born at
the same birth, a few months afterwards.

We shall not here relate the incidents of the lives of these two men, who exercised,
for many years, such a powerful influence over the minds of their countrymen—one by
his prowess, and reputation as a warrior, and the other by his shrewdness, and by the
pretensions to a direct intercourse with the Great Spirit, and to the character and
qualifications of a prophet. 'The elevation and authority of Teecumthe resulted from
the operation of causes which are felt among all nations, and at all times—resource
and energy in war, and success in battle.

This 1s the Tecumthe who fell in the late war between the United States and Great
Britain, in the memorable battle of the Thames, in Upper Canada, and, as we believe,
by the hand of Colonel Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky.,

The influence acquired by the Prophet arose from circumstances

peculiar to the

Indians, characteristic of the state of their society, and of the superstitious notions

prevalent among them. The title of Prophet, as conferred by us upon this sagacious
impostor and fanatic, conveys a very inadequate idea of his pretensions.

Kvery tribe




WO = CEELOIYS TA .
A KANSAS CHIEF,

FITRLISHED BY DANTEL BRIV B &JANES &. 'LARKE FHILADS ,
rt e Srenled Kded “al Uaw Litbecyyriap/oie KT vand ¢idoierem g Bdablecleriern 05 Walwoe? &0 FPhils

3 ¥ i i i ¥ F . a - = & _ S
Lnle rved wnyirmbisng ot st o (v aiprees ing Sba Foser JHSL Sy-Sareed il i Lo W AN A L8P WP ice a0 L il Clnr? o e Bpid o ns dignlrred " "
L




INDIAN TRIBES OF NORTH AMERICA, 25

has its prophets, who perform distinguished parts in all public transactions. 'T'heir
celebrity and influence are sometimes confined to their own tribe, and sometimes
extended to those which are circumjacent, depending upon the success of their power of
aticination. But of all these magicians or prophets, no one ever attained equal fame,
or exercised equal authority with the Shawanese prophet, at first called Sautewasekaw,
but afterwards Tenskwautawaw, or the open door. Ihis name, and the accounts of
his miracles, spread from Lake Superior to Florida, and there was not a tribe of Indians
in all this vast extent, that did not steadily direct their attention to this man, looking
for some signal interposition to check the ascendency of the whites, and to restore the
Indians to their former and better condition. During a few of the first years of this
century, great agitation prevailed among the Indians, and they were evidently looking
for some great and immediate crisis in their affairs.  This feeling was manifested in the
alarm upon the frontiers, and, united with other causes, the most prominent of which
was foreign influence, led to the battle of Tippecanoe, and eventually to the co-operation
of some of the tribes with the British.

The history of this paroxysm of fanaticism would exhibit many curious and interesting
traits of human character, and might be compared with similar delusions which have
prevailed in more civilised communities. The Prophet established himself at Greenville,
upon the Miami of the Ohio, where he was attended by delegates from various tribes. He
recommended to the Indians to refrain from the use of whiskey, and to free themselves
from all dependence upon the whites, by resuming, as far as possible, their ancient
habits of life. Under the pretence of extirpating witcheraft, he inflamed the minds of
the Indians against every enemy or rival, and procured their destruction. He gathered
round him a band of faithful believers, prepared to execute his orders upon friend or foe.
Universal panic prevailed among the Indians, and had not still stronger apprehensions
overpowered their delusion, by the critical relations between the United States and
Great Britain, and the evident approach of war, the Shawanese Prophet might have
become the JMHahamet of his race.

In how much of all this he was an unpostor, and how much a fanatic, it is impossible
to tell, and was perhaps unknown to himself. The progress of delusion over ourselves
is established by the whole history of mankind, and the confines ol fanaticism and
imposture are separated by imperceptible boundaries. In the relations which he gave
of his intentions, opinions, and history, he appears to have been candid, and willing
to disclose every thing known to him. But we shall not fatigue the reader with this
narrative.

The Prophet is yet living, but has removed west of the Mississippi, and joined the
Shawanese of that region. Wherever he may be, his talents will give him 1nfluence
over the Indians.

The Kickapoos were doubtless united with the Shawanese at a period not very
distant. The traditions of each tribe contain similar accounts of their union and

separation; and the identity of their language furnishes irrefragable evidence of their

consanguinity. We are inclined to believe that when the Shawanese were overpowered
VOL. 1.—7
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by the Iroquois, and abandoned their country upon Lake Erie, they separated into two
areat divisions: one of which, preserving their original reputation, fled into lorida,
and the other, now known to us as the Kickapoos, returned to the West, and established
themselves among the Ilinois Indians, upon the extensive prairies on that river, and
between it and the Mississippi. This region, however, they have relingquished to the
United States, and have emigrated to Missouri, near the centre of which state a
reservation has been secured to them. This tribe numbers about two thousand two
hundred.

The Miamies, when first known to the French, were living around Chicago, upon
Lake Michigan. It was the chief of this tribe whose state and attendance were depicted
by the Sieur Perot in such strong colours.  Charlevoix, without vouching for the entire
accuracy of the relation, observes, that in his time there was more deference paid by
the Miamies to their chiefs than by any other Indians.

This tribe removed from Lake Michigan to the Wabash, where they yet retain an
extensive tract of country upon which they reside. A kindred tribe, the Weas, more
properly called the Newcalenous, long lived with the Miamies; but they have recently
separated from them and crossed the Mississippi.  Their whole number does not exceed
three hundred and fifty.  Of the Miamies about one thousand yet remain.

This tribe was formerly known to the English as the Twighwees. They appear to
have been the only Indians in the West, with the exception of one other tribe, the
Foxes, who, at an early period, were attached to the English interest. The causes
which led to this union are unknown, but for many years they produced a decisive
effect upon the fortunes ol the Miamies.

That strangest of all stitutions in the history of human waywardness, the man-eating
society, existed among this tribe. It extended also to the Kickapoos, but to how many
others we do not know. It appears to have been the duaty of the members of this
society to eat any captives who were taken and delivered to them for that purpose.
The subject itself is so revolting at this day, even to the Indians, that it is difficult to
collect the traditionary details concerning this institution. Its duties and its |H'i\'i|{‘g(‘5,
for it had both, were reculated by long usage, and its whole ceremonial was prescribed
by a horrible ritual!  Its members belonged to one family, and inherited this odious
distinction.  The society was a religious one, and its oreat festivals were celebrated in
the presence of the whole tribe. During the existence of the present generation, this
society has flourished and performed its shocking duties, but they are now wholly
discontinued, and will be ere long forgotten.

The various tribes on the Illinois river were known to the French as the Ilinois
Indians, but the appellation was rather descriptive of their general residence than of
any intunate union, political or social, subsisting among them. And it is not easv to
ascertaimn precisely the tribes which were included under this term. The I'{nsliiu:-:::the
Cahokias, the Peorias, the Michigamies, the Tamorias, the Piankeshaws, inhabited

that region, and all spoke dialects bearing a close resemblance to one another, and

nearly allied to the language of the Miamies and Weas. Some of these tribes are
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extinet, and others are reduced to a few individuals. The Piankeshaws are the most
numerous, and they number but three hundred and fifty individuals. "T'he whole have
passed over the Mississippi.

When the French first explored the country on the Illinois, the buffalo were so
numerous that they were denominated the Illinois ox. All the accounts of that early
period concur in representing the aboriginal population as abundant.  One of the
tribes, called the Mascontires, or people of the prairie, has disappeared. "They make
a considerable ficure in the earlier journals, and were probably a branch of the
Potawatimies.

The Illinois river furnished, for many years, the principal communication between
the lakes and the Mississippi, and was the connecting ligament which held together the
['rench possessions in Canada and Louisiana. The Indians, therefore, upon this line,
were early known to the French, who devoted great care and attention to them. No
circumstance ever occurred to interrupt their mutual harmony, and the Ilnois Indians
appear to have been among the mildest of the aboriginal race. They gathered round
the French posts, anxious to secure protection—but a series of calamities pursued
them, unexampled even in the aboriginal history, and which finally led to their entire
destruction.  Before the power of the Iroquois was broken, these fierce people carried
their victorious arms to the prairies of the Illinois, as well as to the sands of Florida,
the rugged hills of New England, and the deep forests of Canada. 'The villages and
camps of these comparatively mild people were frequently attacked, and the mhabitants
destroyed:; and for many years it was considered dangerous to pass along the Illinois
river, lest the JMengue should start from some secret covert, or projecting point, to do
their deeds of horror.  After the decline of the confederacy, a war commenced between
the Hlinois Indians and the Winnebagoes, and the latter sent many war parties into the
territories of their enemies.  In one of these, which took the route of Lake Michigan
in canoes, tradition says that a violent storm arose, in which six hundred Winnebago
warriors perished.  Mutual exhaustion, however, led to the decline of this contest, but
peace did not visit these fair and fertile regions. The Saukies and Foxes, unable to
live a life of peace, after their signal discomfiture by the French and their confederated
allies upon Fox river, took up the tomahawk against the Hllinois tribes, and prosecuted
the warfare with equal vigour and fury. They poured their war parties over the
whole country—Dburning, murdering, and destroying. The Illinois Indians were almost
exterminated. The feeble remnant that survived endeavoured to interest the IF'rench in
their favour, and they sought protection under the guns of their posts.  But the IFrench
did not consider it politic to interfere between the contending parties, or perhaps felt
unable to stay the tide of victory, and these unfortunate Indians were abandoned to
their merciless enemies.

The Sauks and Foxes, known to the French as the Saukies and Ottagamies, were
originally distinet tribes.  Circumstances have produced an mtunate union between

them, and in their relations with the other Indians, they may be considered as forming

but one tribe. The distinction between them is every day giving way to tine and to




28 HISTORY OF THE

. . . . . _ r ray R : T
mutual intercourse, and in a few years all difference will be unknown. "Their country is
upon the Mississippi, extending from the Des JHoines to the Toway river, and stretching
westwardly beyond the Council Blufis upon the Missouri, and into the immense prairies

periodically visited by the buffalo. 'The Sauks and Foxes. like all the Indians oceupying

Js
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regions where these animals resort, annually hunt them in the proper season. This is
their harvest, yielding them abundance of meat, which they dry and transport to their
villages for the subsistence of theiwr families. At those periods those immense level
plains are literally alive with countless thousands of those animals, when the whole
Indian population engages in the animating task of hunting them. Their flesh is the
Indians’ food; and their skins furnish clothing and tents. With the unconquerable
aversion ol the Indians to labour, 1t is difficult to conceive how they could subsist, were
it not for these living and abundant harvests, sent in the hour of need.

The principal residence of the Foxes is about Dubuque’s mines on the Mississippi; of
the Sauks, near the mouth of Rock river. The mineral region designated by the above
title, extends westward of the Mississippi.  The Indians have learned the value of lead
ore; their women dig it in considerable quantities, and sell it to the traders. These
Indians are remarkable for the symmetry of their form, and fine personal appearance.
Iew of the tribes resemble them in these particulars, still fewer equal their intrepidity.
They are, physically and morally, among the most striking of their race. Their history
abounds with daring and desperate adventures and romantic incidents, far beyvond the
usual course of Indian exertion. 'Their population is about six thousand six hundred.

By the earliest accounts of those tribes that have come down to us, they appear to
have occupied a part of the peninsula of Michigan. Saginau Bay is named from the
Nauks, Saukienow, or Sauk Town—that having been the principal seat of their power.
The Foxes, or Ottagamies, were always restless and discontented Ishmaelites of the
lakes, their hand against every man, and every man’s hand against them. KFrom some
cause unknown to us, lu*uhuhly from their own turbulent and jealous ﬂir:]msitiun, they
were early dissatisfied with the French, and avowed their attachment to the Knelish.
They intrigued with the other tribes to expel the French from the country, and by their
efforts a British detachment under Major Gregory, towards the close of the H(.’.'T{E'II“H‘EIIIII
century, entered Lake Huron with a view to establish trading regulations with the
Indians. They were, however, attacked, though in a time of peace, by their vigilant

rivals, and compelled to abandon the country.

* Prairies, as the reader knows, are extensive, uncultivated tracts of unw ooded, level country. They abound in grass
and in flowers of every hue. So extensive are most of them, as to present nn!hin;,{ but the horizon for the eye 1o rest ;i'u:-n.
save here and there a grove of trees, resembling small islands in the ocean: and sometimes a tongue of woodland, looking
. =
like a cape, stretches in upon the unbroken surface. These serve the traveller for landing places, He rejoices at sight of
them, as does the mariner at sight of land. They shelter him from the sun and dews, and supply his fuel. ’

Few sights are so beautiful as these savannas when their luxuriant crop 1s put in motion by the wind. The undulations

are literally flowery billows.

The growth of the prairies we have S : ' : =" | |
o the prairies we have crossed averaged in height about five feet. Sometimes, however, it reaches to six

and seven feel.
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The French commenced a permanent establishment upon the Detroit river in 1701,
and the attempt was early regarded with jealousy by the Foxes. In 1712 they
attacked the place, then weak, both in its defences and its carrison. 'They were,
however, repulsed in an effort to carry it by a coup de main; and then endeavoured to
set it on fire by discharging lighted arrows into the roofs, which were thatched with
straw. In this too they were frustrated by the vigilance of the French, but not
discouraged. They took a position adjoining the town, determined to harass the
carrison, and eventually to compel their surrender. This position they fortified, and in
it secured their families and provisions. But while this was doing the F'rench were
not idle. They despatched messengers to the various tribes upon whom they could
rely—to the Wyandots, the Ottawas, Potawatimies, and the Chippewas, stating their
perilous condition, and requiring their assistance. These tribes soon collected their
warriors, and poured them in to the assistance of the French. The IFoxes were driven
into their entrenched positions, and reduced to extremity. At the moment of their
ereatest hazard, a violent storm arose, during which they abandoned their fort and
fled to a presque isle, which advances into Lake St. Clair. Here, however, they were
pursued, and after a vigorous resistance their enemies overcame them, put a thousand
of their warriors to death, and led the women and children into captivity. From the
narrative of these occurrences it appears that at this time an intimate union did not
exist between these tribes, for a part of the Sauks had joined the Foxes, and a part of
them took up arms with the allied tribes for the defence and relief of the French.

After this severe calamity, the remainder of the Foxes, together with the Sauks,
migrated to the country between Green Bay and the Mississippi, and established
themselves upon Fox river. But it is as difficult for them to change their habits as it
would be for the buffalo of their own plains to submit its neck to the yoke. Their
turbulent spirit accompanied them, and in a short time their war parties were sent out
in all directions, and they seriously menaced the safety, if not the existence, of the
IFrench power. A formidable expedition was prepared for their reduction, and the
neighbouring Indians were invited to accompany it. To this they cheerfully assented,
and the confederated forces invested the principal fort of the Sauks and Foxes, at the
Butte des JMorts, or the hill of the dead, so called from the signal chastisement they
received, and the numerous bodies of the slain that were buried in a mound there. The
survivors were here reduced to unconditional submission, and their power and spirits
wholly broken.

By their valour and enterprise they have secured a desirable region for themselves.
But they are involved in almost perpetual hostilities with the Sioux. More than one
peace has been concluded hetween these tribes under the auspices of the United States,
but they have really been but temporary terms, broken by the ever restless disposition
of the Sauks and Foxes. Their numbers are much inferior to those of the Sioux, but
they are better armed, and their force is more concentrated. The Sioux are divided

mto large bands, without a very intimate political connection, and their power is spread

over a very extensive region. 'T'he Nauks and Foxes have the farther advantage of
VOL. 1.—8
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areater courage and confidence, a higher reputation, and greater experience in war.
It is probable, therefore, that hostilities will long continue between them, without any
very decided advantage on either side.

The Menominies, or Folles Avoines, occupy the country upon Fox river, and
generally roam over the district between Green Bay and the Mississipp, and by
permission of the Chippewas and Nioux, extend their periodical migrations mto the
prairies in pursuit of the buffalo. Few of our tribes have fallen from their high estate
more lamentably than these Indians. They are, for the most part, a race of fine looking
men, and have sustained a high character among the tribes around them. But the
curse of ardent spirits has passed over them, and withered them. They have yielded to
the destructive pleasures of this withering charm, with an eagerness and a recklessness
beyond the ordinary career of even savages. There is, perhaps, no tribe upon all our
borders so utterly abandoned to the vice of intoxication as the Menominies: nor any so
degraded in their habits, and so improvident mn all their concerns.

Their language has long furnished a subject of doubt and discussion, among those
engaged in investigations into the philology of the Indians. By many it has been
supposed that their language is an original one, peculiar to themselves, and having
no affinity with those spoken by the Indians of that quarter; and that in their
communication with the neighhouring tribes, they use a dialect of the Chippewa
language, which among the northwestern Indians, is what the French language is upon
the continent of Kurope—a general medium of communication. We are, however,
satisfied that the proper Menominie is itself but a branch of this great stock. Its mode
of pronunciation among themselves gives it a peculiar character, and almost conceals
its resemblance to the cognate dialect. It is accompanied by singular guttural sounds,
not harsh, like that of the Wyandots or the Sioux, but rather pleasant; and the accent
is placed differently from that of all the other families of this stock. Those who are
not aware of the change which can be made in a language, by changing the accent
upon every word, may easily satisfy themselves by making the experiment in English.,
It will be found that m our polysyllabic words particularly, the accent may be so
changed as to disguise them entirely, and to render it difficult to discern the original
form. When to this peculiar guttural sound, and this system of accentuation, are added
the other causes, constantly operating upon the Indian languages, and producing their
recession from one another, we shall find all the circumstances that have contributed
to the existing characteristics of the Menominie language.

These Indians derive their name, Folles JAvoines, or false oats, from the means of
subsistence furnished to them by the wild rice. Their country abounds with it.
Providence has given this vegetable to the northern regions. It is sown without hands,
raised without care, and gathered with little trouble. Tt is an annual plant which delights
in the still, shallow lakes, formed by numerous streams that wind their way through the
level countries of the northwest. 'When ripe the grain falls into the water, and ;:;radually

sinking to the bottom, remains there during the winter, when it germinates. It rises

above the water to ripen, but does not possess the quality which belongs to many
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aquatic plants, of accommodating itself to the rise and fall of the waters, and thus
coming to perfection equally well in dry and in wet seasons. It sometimes happens that
the waters rise above the grain, when it perishes, which produces great distress among
the Indians. This grain ripens in the last of August and beginning of September. Tt
1s gathered by the females, who move amidst this harvest in bark canoes, and bending
the stalks over their sides, shake the grain from the ear, or beat it off with sticks. They
separate the husk by putting the whole m a skin, where, after it is dry enough, it is
trodden out.

We have traversed these lakes in the same kind of vessels employed by the Indians,
when to the eye they put on the appearance of immense fields, the surface of the water

being entirely invisible, except immediately around the canoe, as it was forced through

"

this rich and waving harvest. 'The grain is very palatable, and makes a nutritious

U

article of food, and when threshed out without being placed in a skin, or submitted to
the action of smoke, it 1s as pleasant as the cultivated rice.

Although the labour of gathering and preserving this article is very little, yet such is
the indolence of those to whom it has been sent, that the few bags full which each
family may secure, become soon exhausted. It rarely happens, however, that any thing
is gained by the experience of these people, for the wants of one season never operate
to produce greater exertions in gathering the rice, or additional economy in the use of
it, in a succeeding one. The produce of millions of acres of this precious production
annually perishes. It is allowed to waste itself upon the waters, because the Indians
are too indolent and too improvident to receive it from the hand of nature. They have
less industry and provident arrangement than the beaver or the ant. He who is
enamoured of savage life, or who believes that all the misery of our aboriginal people
Is owing to the coming of the whites among them, may easily change these opinions by
surveying their condition, starving and dying during the winter, because they are too
lazy to stretch out their hands m autumn, and gather the harvest which a beneficent
Providence has placed before them.

The Menominies occupy the same situation now that they did when they first became
known to the whites. They seem to be favourites with all the adjoining Indians, and
hunt upon their own land, and upon that of others, without hesitation and without
complaint. They are reduced to about four thousand two hundred persons.

All the tribes whose history we have slightly sketched belong to two different stocks—
the Wyandot, or Huron: and the Chippewa, or Algonquin. But the Sioux appear to
have not the slightest affinity with either of these families, and include a separate class
of tribes and languages. 'Their original, and even to this day their principal residence,
1s west of the Mississippi, but the patronymie tribe itself occupies considerable territories
east of that river: and one of the cognate branches, the Winnebagoes, is entirely east
of it. These two tribes, therefore, are brought within the geographical limits we have
prescribed to ourselves.

The Sioux seem to occupy a similar position with relation to the tribes west of the

Mississippi which the Chippewas oceupy to these east of that river. Both extend over
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an immense region of country, and the language spoken by each appears to be the root
from which the affiliated dialects of the stock have sprung. With a knowledge of the
Chippewa, a traveller might hold communication with most of the tribes within the
original territory of the United States; and with a knowledge of the Sioux, he might
also communicate with a great majority of the tribes in the trans-Mississippi country.
Their languages, however, are radically different, and in the present state of our
knowledge of the subject, may be considered primitive.

The Sioux, so called by the French, from the last syllable of Naudawessie, the
Chippewa term for enemy, and emphatically applied by the Chippewas to their
hereditary enemies, are known to themselves, also, under the designation of Dakhcotah.

This nation is now divided into two great and independent families, with no political
connection, and, until very recently, engaged in a long course of hostilities. There are
the Dahcotah proper, and the Assiniboins, or, as they call themselves, Hlohay. The
separation took place at no distant period, and, no doubt, originated in one of those
domestic feuds to which all barbarous people, having no regular code of law, morals,
or religion, are peculiarly liable. 'The story is very freshly remembered, and each party
repeats its own version of it. T'he Assiniboins detached themselves from their kindred
bands, and emigrated to the country upon the Assimiboin river. Here they reside,
stretching mto the Hudson Bay territories on the one side, and to the Missouri on the
other. Their numbers are estimated at eight thousand. 1In their habits they are erratic.
They raise no agricultural article, but subsist entirely on the buffalo, whose countless
herds roam over those trackless regions, obeying the invariable laws of nature, which
impel them from south to north, and from north to south, as the great processes of
subsistence and reproduction require. The mode described by travellers, of driving
these animals mto a kind of enclosure made by poles stuck into the ground, each pole
surrounded by a piece of turf, and diverging into two lines from a point, seems to have
originated with the Assiniboins, if it is not peculiar to them. These poles are placed
in the ground at the distance of about six feet from each other. It is upon these the
powerful and furious animal rushes, and becomes imprisoned, without any effort to pass
the feeble barrier. The Indians follow on horseback, and slanghter them in immense
numbers.

The Sioux, or Dahcotah proper, occupy the country between the Missouri and
Mississipp, extending from the possessions of the Sauks and Foxes, to those of the
Assiniboms and Chippewas, touching west upon the Omahaws, the Arichares, and
Mandans. They are divided into seven great bands—the Mendewahkautoan, or Lower
Sioux, or Gens du Lac: the Waukpakoote, or people who shoot in the leaves; the
Giens de la Fewillestirees; the Waukpatone; the Sistasoons, or people who travel on
foot; the Yanctons, or people who live out of doors; the Tetons, or people of the
prairies, and the Eahpawaunetoter, or people who never fall. By others, however,
these divisions are differently represented, and the names are rather indicative of local
situation, or some accidental habit, than of any political associations. The Sioux are

one people, perfectly homogeneous in their language, character, habits. and institutions.
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They are wanderers over the prairies, pursuing the buffalo as constantly as the
Assiniboins.  Only one of their bands, the Lower Sioux, has any fixed villages, or
permanent habitations. The others are restless, reckless, and homeless, traversing a
region almost as extensive and unbroken as the ocean itself.  Owing to their remote
position, and wandering habits, it is difficult to ascertamn their numbers. They are
generally estimated at fifteen thousand.

A beneficent Providence has made provision in the amimal and vegetable Kingdoms,
under every variety ol sitnation, suited to the climate, and adapted to the wants and
support of men. Before civilisation, that great destroyer of natural distinctions, has
taught them the value of industry, and the comfort of prudent foresight, barbarous tribes
having few objects to engage their attention, and being chiefly engaged in the supply
of their physical wants, soon acquire a perfect knowledge of the animals that roam
with them over the country, and of the best methods of taking and killing them. Their
own customs are strongly marked by their dependence upon these sources, and their
domestic institutions partake of the character thus impressed upon them. It is difficult
to conceive how the arid deserts of Asia and Africa could be traversed without the aid
of the patient and docile camel: how the Laplander could subsist, if nature had not
given him the reindeer; or the miserable Esquimeau, who warms his snow hut with
train oil, and subsists upon the carcasses of the aquatic monsters stranded upon his
coast, could live amidst his mhospitable wilds, were not these supplies providentially
sent for his support.

In like manner, the buffalo has been provided for the aboriginal tenants of our great
western prairies.  These animals supply houses, clothing, food, and fuel.  No numerous
are they, as to defy the quickest eye, follow them as 1t may over these vast plains, to
count them. Nor are they less regular in their habits and movements, than the shoals
of migratory fishes, which, coming from the recesses of the deep, visit different coasts,
furnishing a cheap and abundant supply of food.

The Indians of all those regions depend entirely upon the buffalo for subsistence, and
are very expert in the destruction of them. Mounted on fleet horses they pursue these
animals, and seldem fail to transfix them with their arrows. Thus equipped they pursue
a herd until as many are killed as are waunted, when they return, and collecting the
tongues, and bunches upon the back, which are esteemed the most precious parts, they
leave the carcass to the beasts and birds of prey.

In stature, the Sioux exceed our other northwestern tribes. 'They are, in general,
well formed, with rather slender limbs, and exhibit, as is usual among the Indians, few
examples of deformity, either natural or accidental. Until lately they were clad entirely
in buffalo skins, as are yet many of their remote tribes. DBut those in the vicimnity of
our posts and settlements, have learned the superiority of woollen clothing, and the
means of acquiring it by the traffic in furs. The habit which prevails among many of
them of wearing the hair long, and dividing it into separate braids, gives them a singular

and repulsive appearance.

Their domestic amimals are the horse and the dog: of these they have great numbers.
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When they remove their encampments, their tents of skins, poles, and other articles
are packed up by the women, and drawn by the horses and dogs. All are employed in
this labour, except the men. As such business would be dishonourable to them, they
precede the caravan, without labour and without trouble.

Most of their political institutions resemble those of the other tribes. They have little
of either law or government. 'The chiefs can advise, but not command—recommend,
but not enforce. There is a sort of public opinion which marks the course a person
should pursue under certain circumstances. If he conform, it 1s well; and if he do not,
except when an act is committed exciting revenge, or requiring expiation, it is equally
well.  In such an emergency, the law of the strongest too often decides the controversy.
Much, however, depends upon the personal character of the chief who happens to be at
the head of the band. 1If he 1s a man of prudence and firmness, his representations will
generally have weight, and his interference will go far towards checking or satisfying
the injury. The chieftainship is hereditary, rather in families than in direct descent.
If a son is well qualified he succeeds his father; if he is not, some other member of the
family takes the post without any formal election, but with tacit acquiescence, induced
by respect for talents and experience.

The same uncertainty which rests upon the religious opinions of the great Algonquin
family, rests also upon those of the Sioux, and their cognate tribes. Indeed, it is a
subject upon which they seem not to reflect, and which they cannot rationally explain.
Some undefined notion appears to be entertained that there are other beings, corporeal,
but unseen, who exert an influence upon the affairs of this life, and these they clothe
with all the attributes that hope and fear can supply. They are propitiated with
offerings, and contemplated as objects of terror, not of love—they are feared, but never
adored. The storm, the lightning, the earthquake, is each a Wah-kon, or spirit, and
so is every unusual occurrence of nature around them. They have not the slightest
conception of an overruling Providence, controlling and directing the great operations of
matter and of mind: nor do their notions upon these subjects, such as they are, produce
the slightest favourable effect upon their sentiments or conduct. If the hunter sees a
large stone of unusual appearance, he recognises a Wah-kon, makes an offering of a
piece of tobacco, and passes on. If a canoe is in danger, he who has charge of it throws
out, as a sacrifice, some article to appease the offended spirit, and often the frail vessel
glides down, leaving no memorial of the danger, or the rescue. A rattlesnake is a
Wah-kon, and must not be killed: even after he has inflicted his terrible wound he is
suffered to live, lest his kindred should revenge his death! Tt is doubtful whether any
Indian, whose original impressions had not been changed by intercourse with white
men, ever voluntarily killed a snake. o call this religion is to prostitute the term.
It produces no salutary effect upon the head or heart. These puerile observances or
superstitions, are insulated facts. They form no part of any system, but are aberrations
of the human l.uulursmmling, conscious of its connection with another state of being, and

mistaking the delusions of imagination for the instinctive dictates of reason.

m - - . . .
'he Sioux have occupied, since they first became known to the Europeans, much of
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the country where they now reside. For a long period they have been engaged in
hostilities with the Chippewas, and although truces have been often made, no permanent
reconciliation has been effected. 1In this long contest, the advantage seems to have
been on the side of the Chippewas, for we are told by the F'rench travellers, that the
Sioux at one time occupied the coasts of Lake Superior. F'rom this region they have
been driven for generations, and the Chippewas have obtained permanent possession of
the upper Mississippi, and will probably push their rivals still farther west. In that
direction also the buffalo is receding; and where he goes the Sioux must follow,
for without these animals, the plains of the Mississippi and Missouri would be as
aninhabitable to the Indians as the most sterile regions of the globe.

The Winnebagoes occupy the region between Green Bay and the Mississippi, and a
considerable extent of country upon this river, above Prairie du Chien. Here seems to
have been, during a century and a half; the period that they have been known to us, the
seat of their power and population. The early French travellers found them at Green
Bay, and they were here when Carver performed his adventurous journey. They
have been long known among the Canadians by the designation of Puans, which has
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