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Dear Governor Heineman and
Members of the Legislature:

“

Our mission is to protect the state’s fish, wildlife,
parks and outdoor recreation resources in the best
long-term interests of the people and those resources.

”

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is pleased
to present its 2011 Annual Report. This report will
show the agency’s resolve to be a steward for the
state’s wildlife and parkland resources. The Game and
Parks Board of Commissioners and staff are committed to providing
services and opportunities that preserve Nebraska’s outdoor heritage.
The agency faced challenges in 2011 but had far more triumphs.
Our new workforce integration system allowed staff from various
divisions to tackle the devastating summer floods that affected so
many people’s lives, as well as our park and wildlife areas. Another
threat, destructive aquatic invasive species, led to an enormous
public outreach and education effort with our partners.
Without question, 2011 was a great year for outdoor enthusiasts.
Big game hunting was never better, and public hunting access
programs expanded. Western fisheries that had seen years of
drought were up to normal levels, full of habitat that will bring
excellent fishing for years to come. Hunting, fishing and parks
benefited from GIS technology and mobile device applications
that allow users access to outdoor information at their fingertips.
The new shooting sports park opened at Platte River State Park,
giving thousands an opportunity to learn or hone skills in multiple
disciplines.
Finally, the agency adopted a new strategic plan to guide its
activities for successful delivery of quality products and services to
our public through 2016.
Game and Parks strives to manage wildlife and park resources so
residents and visitors alike will continue to find Nebraska to be a
jewel of outdoor recreation.
Sincerely,

Rex Amack
Director
6

Missouri River ﬂoodwaters covered
the valley from bluff to bluff in front
of Fort Atkinson State Historical
Park at Fort Calhoun.
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The Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission is predominately self-funded
and received approximately 17 percent
of its total 2011 funding from the State
General Fund. Thirteen additional cash/
federal funds have been established for
agency use:
1) Game Fund
2) Park Fund
3) Direct Federal Fund
4) Voluntary Public Access Federal Fund
5) Habitat Fund
6) Nebraska Outdoor Recreational
Development Act (NORDA) Fund
7) Recreational Trails Federal Fund
8) Aquatic Habitat Fund
9) Wildlife Conservation Fund
10) Game Law Investigation Fund
11) Cowboy Trail Fund
12) Youth Conservation Program Fund
13) Nebraska Snowmobile Trail Fund
While most of the fund names are selfdescriptive, a few of the more critical
warrant further explanation.

various other funding sources; and
3) activities that extend beyond the
statutory use of the various cash funds.

State General Fund – This is supported by
money collected by the State Department
of Revenue, deposited with the State
Treasurer and appropriated by the
Legislature. State General Fund money is
appropriated to Game and Parks for those
operating activities that are:
1) not self-supporting (primarily
operations of the state park system
and nongame and endangered species
activities);
2) administrative activities that are
general in nature, applicable to the entire
agency and difficult to prorate among the

Habitat Funds – These include terrestrial
and aquatic funds. They are supported
primarily from the sale of the stamps
tied to hunting and fishing activities,
respectively.

Game Fund – This derives its revenues
from a variety of sources, including hunting
and fishing permit sales, Federal Aid
reimbursements and interest earnings. This
fund is the largest source of funding for the
agency and serves as the primary funding
source for fish and wildlife activities.
Park Fund – This is the second largest
source of funding for the agency. It is used
to improve, maintain and operate areas
within the state park system. Major revenue
sources include camping and lodging fees,
sales of park entry permits, restaurant and
food services, and other park facility use
fees.
Direct Federal Fund – This derives its
revenues from federal grants based on
expenditures from the fund and is the third
largest funding source for the agency.

Nebraska Outdoor Recreational
Development Act Fund – This is restricted
to the development, operation and
maintenance of areas of the state park
system. The primary source of revenue is
the Nebraska Tobacco Products Tax. The
portion of the tax earmarked for
NORDA is the equivalent of one cent

on a conventional package of
cigarettes. This fund is critical
to the development and
maintenance of the state
park buildings and amenities
infrastructure.

Details of Major
Expenditure Sources
Parks, Engineering and
Construction Divisions
Includes administration
and operations of state
parks, state recreation
areas, state historical
parks, state recreation
trails, and related
Engineering and
Construction
services.

Water cascades over the
ledge at Smith Falls State
Park near Valentine.
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Funding sources include: Park Cash Fund,
$14,243,401.48 (62 percent); General Fund,
$8,671,980.41 (37); NORDA, $199,864.44
(1); Cowboy Trail Fund, $22,867.14 (less
than 1); federal funds, $18,177.54 (less
than 1); Youth Conservation Program Fund,
$185.10 (less than 1).

card processing, and associated Engineering
services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $2,697,293.04 (53 percent); Park
Cash Fund, $1,589,934.70 (31); General
Fund, $749,727.03 (15); Habitat Fund,
$80,967.83 (1); federal funds, $15 (less
than 1); Aquatic Habitat Fund, $10 (less
than 1).

(total = $72.3 million)
Hunting Permits and Stamps
13.6 M (19%)

Direct Federal
Funds
11 M (15%)

General Fund Appropriation
Expended
11 M (15%)

Grants (Federal and
State Reimbursements)
9.5 M (13%)

Camping and
Lodging Fees
8.9 M (12%)

Fishing Permits
and Stamps
4.8 M (7%)

Donations .23 M (<1%)
Sale of Surplus Property .14 M (<1%)
Miscellaneous .90 M (1%)
Publication Related .42 M (1%)
Land Use Leases .37 M (1%)
Resale Items .53 M (1%)
Boat Registrations .95 M (1%)
Food Services 1.1 M (1%)

2011 Revenue Sources

Tobacco Products Tax 1.3 M (2%)

Administration Division
Includes administrative activities
associated with the director’s office,
Personnel, Realty, Budget and Fiscal,
Information Technology, district offices,
Federal Aid, board of commissioners, credit

Investment Income 1.3 M (2%)

Fisheries Division
Includes administration and operations
of fish hatcheries, Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium,
public and private waters fisheries resource
management, and associated Engineering
services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $5,662,134.92 (69 percent); federal
funds, $2,419,459.45 (29); General Fund,
$95,271.62 (1); Aquatic Habitat Fund,
$80,110.66 (1).

Law Enforcement Division
Includes fish, wildlife, park and boating
law enforcement activities, as well as public
educational programs associated with
hunter education and resource utilization.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $3,485,768.61 (70 percent); General
Fund, $786,063.91 (16); Park Cash Fund,
$689,746.97 (14); federal funds, $33.63
(less than 1).

Concessions and Admissions 1.8 M (2%)

Wildlife Division
Includes administration and operations of
wildlife management areas, Private Lands
Habitat work, Game and Nongame species
activities, and associated Engineering
services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $5,656,561.08 (41 percent); Habitat
Fund, $4,412,482.38 (32); federal funds,

$2,939,321.63 (21); General Fund,
$588,838.38 (4); Wildlife Conservation
Fund, $190,592.67 (2).

Park Entry
Permits
4.4 M (6%)

2011 Expenditure Sources
(total = $66.1 million)
Parks, Engineering and Construction
23.1 M (35%)
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Capital
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Law Enforcement
5 M (8%)

Administration
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2011 Permits and Stamps Sold
Permit or Stamp

2010*

2011*

Resident fishing

105,623

101,238

-4%

Resident hunting

30,513

28,217

-8%

Resident hunting/fishing

34,252

33,548

-2%

Resident hunting/fishing, veteran

3,739

4,333

16%

Resident hunting/fishing, senior

7,094

7,890

11%

Nonresident hunting/fishing

482

583

21%

Resident 1-day fishing

12,585

13,282

6%

Nonresident 1-day fishing

16,823

16,395

-3%

Nonresident 2-day hunting

1,886

2,827

50%

Nonresident fishing

5,881

5,573

-5%

Nonresident hunting

12,682

11,558

-9%

Resident 3-day fishing

826

826

Nonresident 3-day fishing

7,309

6,691

-8%

Aquatic stamp

154,373

148,459

-4%

Migratory waterfowl stamp

33,435

33,532

0%

Resident fur harvest

5,245

6,709

28%

Habitat stamp

130,422

130,331

0%

Annual park

137,481

131,662

-4%

Daily park

243,570

224,281

-8%

Duplicate park

61,971

60,968

-2%

Nonresident youth hunt

798

799

TOTAL

1,006,990

969,702

-4%

Lifetime hunting, fishing, stamp

3,050

3,717

22%

Total big game

194,872

195,221

Total paddlefish

1,879

1,601

TOTAL Lifetime, big game, paddlefish 199,801

200,539

TOTAL Permits, Stamps

1,170,241

1,206,791

* Quantity totals = data recorded as of Dec. 31 of calendar year.
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Percent Change

Information and Education Division
Includes administration and operations
of NEBRASKAland Magazine production,
agency printing and mailing needs,
multimedia news releases and
brochure production, as well as boating
administration, boating law enforcement,
boating education, hunter education and
range development activities.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $3,204,689.89 (84 percent); Park
Cash Fund, $573,616.05 (15); federal
funds, $28,628.29 (1).
Capital Construction
Includes capital construction activities

on state parks, state recreation areas,
state trails, state historical parks, wildlife
management areas (WMA), state fish
hatcheries and acquisition of lands for WMA
or park purposes, as well as some grant
pass-through for community trails and Land
and Water Conservation Fund program
projects.
Funding sources include: federal funds,
$3,820,499.73 (54 percent); Game Cash
Fund, $1,393,013.91 (20); Park Cash Fund,
$637,284.16 (9); Aquatic Habitat Fund,
$629,427.70 (9); NORDA, $390,944.95
(6); General Fund, $68,250 (1); Cowboy
Trail Fund $59,889.90 (1); Habitat Fund,
$21,549.97 (less than 1).

0%

0%

0%
-15%
0%
-3%

The sun sets over
sandpit lakes and
the Platte River
near its mouth at
Plattsmouth.
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Summer Floods
Recovery from the summer floods of the
Missouri and North Platte rivers required
the work of several divisions to return
service in affected areas back to the public.
Missouri River
Flooding on the Missouri limited access
to the river as nine public boat ramps were
closed for the duration. Staff put most
ramps back into service as water receded;
however, several ramps will require further
work. Repair of support facilities and
restoration of the grounds will continue.
Most of the areas were in counties covered
under the Governor’s Disaster Declaration
and most restoration costs will eligible for
FEMA reimbursement.
Damage to the riverfront was low to
moderate and included debris, silt, tree loss
and minor road damage. Cleanup of the
areas started in November.
Conservation officers, in cooperation with
other authorities, assisted in many searchand-rescue efforts and checked on the wellbeing of residents living along the river.
They also took part in the hazing of deer to
prevent damage along dikes.
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impressions from posts hidden at each
area. There were 3,368 participants
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Participation grew by 45 percent from
2010. Participants can be eligible for prizes.
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State Park Volunteer Program
The State Park Volunteer Program had
3,234 volunteers, donating 62,006 hours
of their time through 10 programs. The
program provides great value to our
visitors and allows staff to focus on the
management of the parks. Activities that
volunteers participate in include assistance
with naturalist programs, fishing clinics,
landscaping, maintenance and being a
liaison between the public and the park.
Cabin Renovation at
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park
Parks, Operation and Construction,
and Engineering divisions renovated six
standard cabins at Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park. The project included expanding
floor space for living and dining rooms,
addition of Murphy beds, improved decks,
higher efficiency heating and cooling
systems, and new fireplaces. The project
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is funded with agency capital construction
funds and will be matched with funds from
the Nebraska Game and Parks Foundation.
In addition, the roof was replaced on
Riverview Lodge and a lounge area was
built at Peter Kiewit Lodge.

March for Babies
Approximately 5,500 people participated
in the March of Dimes March for Babies
fund-raising walk at Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park in May. The event included food
and entertainment.

Eugene T. Mahoney State Park
Food Service
The restaurant at Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park was privatized, as outlined
within the Parks Division restructuring plan.
The contract for private operation of the
Peter Kiewit Lodge food service facilities
(catering and restaurant) went to Kansasbased Treat America Food Services. That
allowed the Parks Division to reduce the
size of the agency workforce and trim
operational expenses associated with
day-to-day operations of the food service.
The contractor terminated the deal in
December.

Missouri River Outdoor Expo
The seventh Missouri River Outdoor Expo
at Ponca State Park drew an estimated
42,000 attendees on the two public days
in September. Shooting and kayaking again
proved very popular events with more than
3,200 shooters and many happy kayakers.
The first day was for schools only, with
more than 750 students participating.
Lake Water Levels Return
The western Nebraska reservoirs enjoyed
full lake levels for the first time in 10 years
following the drought of the early years
of this century. Low water had a negative
impact on fishing, boating and camping.

With the return of the water, park visitors
were provided a full complement of boat
access to western reservoirs, as well as
more fishing and boating opportunities.
Vegetation that emerged during the
drought is now below the surface and
providing habitat that will ensure excellent
future fishing.
Lake McConaughy saw record water levels
that reduced beach camping but increased
the occupancy in modern campgrounds.
Other areas experienced a return to normal
summer use by resident and nonresident
campers, boaters and anglers.
Fort Robinson State Park Activities
Activities were popular again at Fort
Robinson. There were 4,130 trail rides,
3,797 Jeep rides and 3,571 stagecoach
rides.
The sun sets beyond Lake McConaughy State
Recreation Area’s Lone Eagle Campground,
which is once again a short walk from the
water’s edge.
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Building and Improving

Windsurfers ﬂy across
Calamus State Recreation
Area.

GIS Trails Mapping Project
Progress continued on the Recreational
Trails Mapping project, with 380 miles
of surfaced trail added to the web-based
map and another 216 miles of river trails
mapped in partnership with the Lower
Platte River Corridor Alliance.
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Cowboy Recreation and Nature Trail
Repairs
While 2010 Elkhorn River flooding
damaged the trail, work began in 2011 to
repair trail washouts and remove debris
from six trail bridges between Norfolk and
O’Neill. The damaged Johnny Carson Bridge
southwest of Norfolk was removed.

Park Permit Enforcement
Conservation officers checked more than
12,000 vehicles for park entry permits at
Calamus and Sherman reservoirs, Mormon
Island, Fort Kearny, Cheyenne, War Ax, and
Union Pacific state recreation areas.

●

Branched Oak State Recreation Area
Fifteen pull-through electrified camping
pads/access roads, ADA-compliant toilet
and camping pad, and ADA-compliant
loading ramp were completed at the
Equestrian Trailhead Campground.

●

Calamus Reservoir State Recreation Area
A new boat dock was built at Homestead
Knoll Campground.

●

Crescent Lake Wildlife Management Area
A new access road, two parking lots, boat
ramp, pit latrine, boundary fence and
cattle gate were completed.

●

Fort Robinson State Park
The roof was replaced on Adobe 5.

●

Fremont Lakes State Recreation Area
The Victory Lake boat ramp was extended
by 15 feet, using 6-inch-deep geoweb
erosion fabric, stainless steel cable and
concrete.

●

Indian Cave State Park
A new road was built to allow for traffic
flow during high water.

●

Lewis and Clark Lake State Recreation Area
Two ADA-compliant pit toilets for the
snowmobile trail were installed.

●

Lied Platte River Bridge
Debris washed from upstream was
removed from the pilings of this hike/bike
trail bridge.

●

Mormon Island State Recreation Area
A road and gravel parking area for a new
boat launch facility were built.

●

Platte River State Park
A new ADA-compliant addition was
completed for the swimming pool
bathhouse.

●

Schilling Wildlife Management Area
Almost 2 miles of roads were repaired
following the Missouri River flood.

●

Sunshine Bottoms
Wildlife Management Area
A cable concrete boat ramp was installed
for Missouri River access.
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Record Big Game Harvest
Deer hunters set a record for whitetail
antlerless harvest (39,283) and recorded
the second highest overall harvest (86,609).
The record whitetail antlerless harvest
was achieved with antlerless seasons and
permits, including the October antlerless
season and Earn-a-Buck permits in the
eastern deer units. Earn-a-Buck required
hunters to harvest and check in an
antlerless deer before or at the same time
they checked in a buck. This emphasis on
antlerless harvest is helping to reduce a

large white-tailed deer population.
In addition, a record 90 bull elk were
harvested, with most having antlers of
six points or more, and a record 916
pronghorn antelope were taken. Two Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep rams also were
harvested.
Open Fields and Waters
The Open Fields and Waters program had
more than 272,000 acres enrolled in open
access hunting and fishing, an increase
of 79,000 acres from 2010. In addition to

the printed and web atlas formats, new
formats were made available to the public,
including a Geographic Information System
layer for smart phones (via a mobile
application) and KMZ files for Google Map
users. Conservation officers drove more
than 28,396 miles in support of the Open
Fields and Waters by seeking renewal of
expired contracts, seeking new landowner
partnerships and posting signs.
Hunting-Related Incidents
Twelve hunting-related incidents were
reported to Game and Parks. Two of those

incidents each resulted in the death of one
person.
Platte River Recreation Access Program
It was the first year for the eight sites
totaling 3,100 acres that were opened for
hunting through Platte River Recreation
Access, a partnership between Game
and Parks and the Platte River Recovery
Implementation Program. These sites are
some of the premier recreational properties
along the Big Bend reach of the Platte
River. They were open for deer and turkey
hunting during the fall seasons. A lottery

Hunters set out goose decoys
on the Platte River.
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Brook Bryant plays
in the water as her
grandfather, Gary
Ott of Wallace,
ﬁshes.

was held for November rifle deer season
permission slips. Following that, the slips
were awarded through a reservation
system. There were 384 permission slips
issued to 83 people to use these areas.
Enhanced Youth Pheasant Hunting
Opportunities
To increase youth hunter satisfaction,
Game and Parks released several hundred
pen-raised pheasants on five wildlife
management areas before the two-day
youth pheasant season in October. Mentors
accompanying youths also were allowed
22

to take one bird per day to encourage
participation. A total of 222 youths and
180 mentors hunted the areas, taking
237 pheasants. Post-hunt surveys showed
satisfaction with the hunts was high, with
98 percent of the youths saying they would
like to participate next year.
Fish Stocking
Game and Parks’ five fish hatcheries
produced and stocked approximately 35.5
million fish (21 species) into 274 public
water bodies in Nebraska. Included were
29 million walleye fry and 2.72 million

walleye fingerlings;
262,906 10-inch
rainbow trout;
234,087 10-inch
channel catfish;
132,000 sauger
fingerlings; 7,809
12-inch muskellunge;
56,655 hybrid striped
bass fingerlings;
31,405 blue catfish;
19,564 smallmouth
bass fingerlings;
8,882 hybrid triploid
crappies; and 6,140
catchable-size black
bullheads. The Fish
Production Section
is continuing to
experiment with
culturing plains
topminnows at Rock
Creek Hatchery.
Approximately
2,300 topminnows
were produced at a
Sacramento-Wilcox
Wildlife Management
Area research pond and Rock Creek
Hatchery. They were stocked into streams
where the fish have been extirpated.

in 2011, and routine fish health inspections
were conducted on 11 private facilities and
all of the state facilities. All fish inspected
were found to be negative for all prohibited
pathogens. Monitoring for aquatic nuisance
species also was conducted at state and
private hatcheries, with none found.
Aquatic Habitat Rehabilitations
Rehabilitation projects are underway at
Carter Lake, Arnold Lake, Victoria Springs
Lake, Gracie Creek Pond, Willow Lake and
Harlan Reservoir. A project was completed
at Iron Horse Trail Reservoir. Preparation
for upcoming Aquatic Habitat projects at
Fremont Lakes State Recreation Area (SRA),
Louisville SRA and Valentine National
Wildlife Refuge lakes began with reviews of
proposals and establishment of agreements
with property managers. Maintenance work
was completed at Hedgefield, Yankee Hill
and Sherman reservoirs.

Angler Access Improvements
A project was completed at Crescent
Lake to lease access across private property
and to improve access to the water.
Angling access improvements are being
incorporated into Aquatic Habitat Projects
at Carter Lake, Harlan Reservoir, Arnold
Lake, Victoria Springs Lake, Burchard
Reservoir and the Valentine National
Wildlife Refuge. Planning is underway for
Keeping Nebraska’s Fish Healthy
access improvements at Bowling Lake
The Fish Production Section monitors
and Fremont Lakes and Louisville state
wild fish populations, private aquaculture
recreation lakes. Access improvement
facilities, and state fish hatcheries for
features include fishing pads, piers and
prohibited pathogens, including viral
docks; shoreline clearing and walking
hemorrhagic septicemia virus and whirling
disease. Thanks to a $50,000 grant from the trails; accommodations for the mobility
challenged; and surfacing to incorporate
U.S. Department of Agriculture, additional
access to deep water or fish attractors.
samples were collected. Twelve wild fish
populations were sampled under the grant
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Lake Renovations
The fish communities in Central City
Lake, Cub Creek 9B (Leisure Lake) and
Zorinsky Lake were renovated to eliminate
undesirable species and make way for
stocking more desirable fish. High water
levels in the Sandhills prevented the
completion of several renovations planned
for 2011.
Boater Access Improvements
Existing facilities at Sunshine Bottoms
Wildlife Management Area, Big Indian
Reservoir and Lewis and Clark Reservoir

(Miller Creek and South Shore areas) were
rehabilitated and enhanced. New launch
facilities were developed at two locations
at Mormon Island State Recreation Area.
Alternatives for relocation of the Platte River
boat access launch near Louisville, with
the expansion of Nebraska Highway 50,
continued to be evaluated in coordination
with partner agencies. Missouri River
flooding extensively damaged many
boating access facilities; development of
rehabilitation plans began after river water
levels subsided.

New Reservoir Construction
Nebraska’s Natural Resources Districts
(NRD) are primary partners in the
construction and development of new
reservoirs. Technical assistance and funding
was provided for the construction of Lake
Wanahoo and Maple Creek reservoirs,
which were completed. Planning for the
construction of new reservoirs at West
Papillion Site No. 5, Pigeon/Jones Creek
near Hubbard, and Duck Creek No. 12
near Peru continued in coordination with
NRD partners. A new reservoir location
at Papillion Site No. 15A is undergoing a
feasibility assessment.

Special Park Area Deer Hunts
Special deer hunts continued at Eugene
T. Mahoney State Park (SP), Platte River SP
and Schramm Park State Recreation Area,
with harvest increasing 36 percent from
2010. Plans are to continue this proactive
approach to help manage deer numbers
along this Platte River corridor.
Lake Ogallala Trout Fishing
The campgrounds at Lake Ogallala State
Recreation Area showed a significant
increase in occupancy largely because of
the world-class trout fishing available in
Lake Ogallala.

Anglers wait for pike to take their
tip-ups at Pelican Lake on the
Valentine National Wildlife Refuge.
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Coordinate with
Pheasant Forever’s Reload
Nebraska program.
● Increase youth
pheasant hunting
opportunities, and
measure the effectiveness
of using pen-raised birds
to meet this goal.
● Continue research on
landscape features critical
to maintaining pheasant
populations.
● Secure additional
habitat through U.S.
Department of Agriculture
conservation programs.
●

Focusing on the Future
Game and Parks updated and
Commissioners adopted the Focusing
on the Future – A
Plan for Nebraska’s
Fish, Wildlife and
Parkland Resources
for 2011-2016. This
strategic plan will
help direct future
Game and Parks
work activities.
It is intended
to provide
a common
understanding of where the
agency will focus efforts to position for
successful delivery of high quality products
and services for our public. Defining
agency goals, objectives, issues, strategies
and tactics through a well-articulated and
transparent document, Game and Parks
seeks to establish an accountability-based
culture focused on producing results.
Revised Plan for Nebraska Natural
Legacy Project Available
The second edition of the Nebraska
Natural Legacy Project State Wildlife
Action Plan (NebraskaNaturalLegacy.
org) was approved by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in December. The plan is a
blueprint for conserving wildlife and their
habitats according to federal requirements
that all states have a wildlife action plan.
Significant changes include updated Tier I
and Tier II at-risk species lists, Biologically
Unique Landscape boundary adjustments,
and inclusion of newly identified threats
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were implemented on Game and Parks
wildlife management areas and funded
with pass-through money from the USFWS
and matched with funds from Pheasants
Forever and the National Wild Turkey
Federation. Habitat projects include
disking and grass/legume plantings,
spraying invasive vegetation, tree shearing
in grasslands and food plots. A total of
2,657 acres of habitat were established or
manipulated.

National Wild Turkey Federation
Projects
The Nebraska chapter of the National
Wild Turkey Federation awarded Game and
Parks $57,500 for conservation projects

to benefit turkey habitat and hunters. The
projects ranged from the purchase of a skid
loader and prescribed burning equipment
to habitat enhancements and a shared
forester/biologist position. All of these
nonfederal dollars were matched with
federal grant dollars.
Pine Glen WMA Timber Management
Funds from the Nebraska Forest Service
were used to create a firebreak around
portions of and thin timber within Pine
Glen Wildlife Management Area. Ladder
fuel trees, which allow a ground fire to
climb quickly in the forest crown, are being
thinned to lessen the chance of devastating
fires. Firebreaks and fire lanes are being
cleared to allow for prescribed burns and
access by burn crews and fire responders.
Milo/Wheat Stubble Program
A total of 6,700 acres of tall milo
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fishing locations. They also are
used to evaluate management
practices, including the
effectiveness of fishing
regulations and aquatic habitat
rehabilitation projects.

and wheat stubble was enrolled in the
Southwest Focus on Pheasant (FOP)
program. These acres provide food and
cover for pheasants during fall and winter
and good hunting opportunities during part
of the pheasant season. The Southwest
FOP program worked with 54 landowners
and also enrolled 1,300 acres in other
conservation practices that were pheasant
friendly.
Private Waters Program
The Private Waters Specialist responded
to 511 requests for assistance from
owners of private waters. The technical
and management assistance included six
renovations and 19 selective fish removals.
Thirty-two ponds were approved for
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stocking by Game and Parks. There were
9,785 largemouth bass and 84,495 bluegills
stocked into private water bodies.
Assessing Nebraska’s Fish Populations
and Angling Success
Fisheries Division staff sampled fish
populations in 147 lakes and reservoirs
as well as six coldwater streams. The
information collected is used to evaluate
management strategies and is shared with
anglers to help them plan fishing trips.
Creel surveys were done on 29 lakes and
reservoirs by the University of Nebraska
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit,
using federal Sport Fish Restoration Funds.
These surveys measure fishing pressure,
catch rates, harvest and angler choices on
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Electroﬁshing surveys, like this one conducted by Commission ﬁsheries conservation technician
Lindsey Chizinski, aid biologists in determining the appropriate regulations for water bodies
throughout Nebraska.

Invasive Species Program
Fisheries Division staff
coordinated, provided funding
support and conducted field
Hundreds of acres of parklands were burned, such as this
sampling as part of the Aquatic
controlled
burn at Indian Cave State Park, to control invasive
Invasive Species Program with
species and under-story plants and enhance the health of the
the University of Nebraska
ecosystem.
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Controlled Parkland Burns
Research Unit. Technicians surveyed
Parks and Wildlife divisions collaborated
more than 3,500 boaters at 18 different
on controlled burns on hundreds of
locations to determine their knowledge of
parkland acres. These burns are necessary
aquatic nuisance species. As part of the
to suppress invasive species and smaller
survey, more than 15,000 people were
understory plants and woody scrubs
educated/trained on the Clean, Drain and
in order to enhance the health of the
Dry protocol. Educational materials were
ecosystem. Staff horticulturists and the
distributed in conjunction with angler
Nebraska Forest Service have implemented
creel surveys and
a conservation plan at Smith Falls State
fishing tournaments.
Park by removing evasive species to help
There were 350
protect the fragile ecosystems of the
voluntary watercraft
Niobrara River Valley.
inspections, with
two high-risk boats
Duties Keep Officers Busy
intercepted and
Among the many duties that kept
decontaminated.
conservation officers busy, several involve
Decontamination
wildlife conservation, including:
ZEBRA MUSSELS
units were purchased
● 4,092 miles were driven following
for Game and Parks district and field offices up on citizen reports of mountain lion
to power-wash boats and equipment after
sightings.
being on the water and to decontaminate
● Officers’ monitoring and tagging of
private boats as needed. There were 48
bobcats rose by 26 percent from 2010.
water bodies sampled for larval zebra and
● Officers cited four people in two cases
quagga mussels, with no positive samples
for shooting six trumpeter swans within a
found. Only the Offutt Air Force Base Lake
week of each other. Trumpeter swans are a
contains zebra mussels and boating is no
Tier I at-risk species in the Nebraska Natural
longer allowed at that lake.
Legacy Plan and are a protected species.
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Research Symposium
The Playa Wetland Research Symposium
was held in conjunction with The North
American Crane Workshop and Waterbird
Society annual meeting. It was organized
by the Rainwater Basin and Playa Lakes
joint ventures. During the event, 27
presentations were given on a variety
of wetland issues, including crane and
water bird migration, food habitats
and energetics, habitat use, hydrology,
sedimentation, biodiversity and ecosystem
processes.
Legacy Education in
Environmental Discovery
Twenty-one participants attended a
workshop that brought them closer to
the Verdigris-Bazile Biologically Unique
Landscape in which they live. In addition to

spending time outdoors birding, kayaking
and hiking, participants were trained in
Project WILD, Growing up WILD and The
Leopold Education Project.
Environmental Education
A total of 58 educator workshops were
conducted, reaching 1,136 teachers.
Workshops included Project WILD and
Aquatic WILD, Growing Up WILD, Flying
WILD, Biodiversity Basics, and Science
Sessions for Lincoln Public Schools
elementary educators. In addition to
educator workshops, Project WILD staff
assisted at Outdoor Discovery Programs
and presented at many classrooms, festivals
and events. Three Outdoor Family Events
trailers were completed and used 22 times.

Aquatic Education
A total of 248 fishing clinics were held,
attended by 17,319 children and taught by
1,473 volunteers, who contributed 6,657
hours. Additional volunteers were trained
to teach fishing clinics at 10 youth fishing
instructor certification workshops around
the state.
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium
A total of 255 group visits to the
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium included 12,864
children and 2,178 adults. Additionally the
Aquarium sponsored 102 off-site events
in which 14,880 children and 5,441 adults
participated. Public workshops were held
on Nebraska snakes, bird banding, fly
tying, hunter education, camping,
ammunition reloading, live animal
demonstrations

and venison sausage making.
Approximately 1,600 fifth graders from
Omaha-area schools attended the
Waterworks water festival.
Fisheries Outreach
Approximately 1,900 questions regarding
fishing were answered. There were 158
posts on the “Barbs and Backlashes”
blog that had more than 30,000 views
and stimulated 270 comments. Sixteen
workshops were presented, weekly radio
segments were recorded for the Outdoor
Nebraska radio program, and appearances

Educating our youth about
the outdoors is one of the
key ingrediants of wildlife
conservation.
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were made on 12 radio programs and
seven TV programs. The 2012 Fishing
Forecast, which provides fish population
sampling results to anglers, was published.
Twenty-one state fish records were set in
2011.
Outdoor Heritage Education Complex
The Outdoor Heritage Education Complex
(OHEC) at Platte River State Park, a
shooting sports facility for all ages, opened
in the spring. It includes:
● 60-yard archery range with shooting
tower.
● Small-bore rifle range with 25- and
50-yard targets, 10 shooting benches and
covered shooting pavilion.
● 10-meter pellet gun range with paper
targets and interactive shooting gallery.
● OHEC saw total use of 5,574
participants. That includes 3,601 public
participants and 1,973 participants through
programs.
Western Nebraska Naturalist Programs
A Growing Up WILD/Project Learning
Tree: Environmental Experiences for Early
Childhood workshop was held at the
Wildcat Hills Nature Center in partnership
with Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory.
Participants spent the day learning ways
to engage children with hands-on, naturerelated activities. Naturalist programs
were expanded to include Fort Robinson
State Park, where there were workshops
on fishing, insects, creatures of the night,
bighorn sheep telemetry, frogs, toads and
turtles, and constellations.
Officers’ Education Efforts
Education is an important duty in the Law
Enforcement Division. Conservation officers
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The Outdoor Heritage
Education Complex at Platte
River State Park.

spent many hours planning, conducting and
assisting with events that supported the
Recruitment, Development and Retention
plan by teaching outdoor skills to the public
and youth. For example:
● Officers conducted youth duck, turkey,
dove, pheasant and deer hunts, as well as
youth fishing clinics.
● The Law Enforcement Division
dedicated 16 staff to ensure safety at the
Cornhusker Trapshoot. Staff also supported
the Nebraska High School Small Bore
Metallic Silhouette Championship.
● Officers played a key role in planning
and executing the Outdoor Discovery

Programs in Scottsbluff, Fort Kearny State
Recreation Area, Platte River State Park (SP)
and Ponca SP, as well as outdoor skills
camps.
● Officers represented Game and Parks
at several sport shows in and outside of
Nebraska.
National Archery in the Schools
Program
In its eighth year in Nebraska, the
National Archery in the Schools Program’s
(NASP) two-week archery curriculum is in
approximately 170 Nebraska schools, as
well as community recreation centers and

archery clubs. The NASP state tournament
includes more than 400 archers.
Youth Outdoor Skills Camps
Game and Parks, in partnership
with Nebraska 4-H and private camps,
maintained five youth outdoor skills/
hunting camps, providing a weeklong
education in hunting, fishing and shooting
sports for nearly 250 children. Game and
Parks staff and volunteers offered hunting,
fishing, shotgun, rifle, muzzleloader,
archery, camping, canoeing and wildliferelated hands-on programs.
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nearly 5,000 youth, teachers and parents
through their schools. Students have
enjoyed instruction in rifle, shotgun,
archery, camping, canoeing, wildlife, fishing
and other activities provided largely by
volunteers and partner agencies.
Lincoln Shooting Sports Park and
Education Center
A letter of commitment was received from
the Easton Foundation, which will provide
$611,000 in support of the new Lincoln
Shooting Sports Park and Education Center.
Game and Parks is working with the City
of Lincoln to hire a consultant for the final
design and construction.

The Becoming an Outdoors-Woman program
has been an excellent device at teaching women
about hunting, ﬁshing and other outdoor pursuits.

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman Program
While Game and Parks continued support
of the Becoming an Outdoors-Woman
(BOW) program, recruiting and/or retaining
95 women in various outdoor pursuits,
the Beyond BOW program provided eight
programs to approximately 100 women.
Several new events were added to serve
as the next step for BOW participants,
including mentored deer hunts, turkey
hunts, shooting programs, and boating and
fishing workshops.
Outdoor Discovery Program
The agency provided four scholastic
outdoor expos in western, central,
northeast and eastern Nebraska, reaching
34

general outdoor activities.
Outdoor Skills After School Program
The Outdoor Skills After School Program,
which provides outdoor curriculum and
equipment for teachers and volunteers to
teach youth about hunting, fishing, boating
and general outdoor skills, was available in
30 counties.
Boater Education
There were 108 boating safety classes
certifying 1,298 participants across the
state. Twenty-eight boating accidents were

reported – up from 27 in 2010 – with five
fatalities.
Hunter Education
There were 6,696 students certified in
hunter education (5,314 firearm and 1,382
bowhunter) by 1,201 volunteer instructors
at 424 events in 2011. There were 67 field
days offered for the certification of 421
students who used the independent study
option. Staff trained 83 firearm apprentice
instructors (30 certified) and 27 bowhunter
apprentice instructors (17 certified). Hunter
Education staff assisted with several events.

Conservation Leaders for Tomorrow
Nebraska supports workshops annually
to help college students in the fish and
wildlife major, who have never hunted,
to understand the North American
Conservation Model, outdoor skills and
hunting. The program works with many
state fish and wildlife agencies, universities
and the Wildlife Management Institute.
Game and Parks Conservation
Leadership Program
The Conservation Leadership Program is a
new effort developed to provide staff with
education on hunting, fishing, shooting
sports and our model of conservation. A
workshop was held in eastern Nebraska,
where 10 staff participated and learned
about these vital elements.
Hunting and Fishing Family Camps
There were three family camps, which
attracted approximately 50 participants
each and introduced families to hunting,
fishing, boating, shooting sports and

Commission boating safety instructor Daryl Teter sends Ashten Gibson on a kayak ride at the
Missouri River Outdoor Expo at Ponca State Park.
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Pheasant Fest
Game and Parks co-sponsored Pheasants
Forever’s annual meeting, Pheasant Fest,
in Omaha. More than 20,000 people
attended, including United States Secretary
of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. The meeting
was packed with informative
seminars, a landowner help desk
and a sports show.

National Wild Turkey Federation
Partnerships
Two shared positions were formed with
the National Wild Turkey Federation. A
forester position was created to work
mostly on Pine Ridge wildlife management
areas, providing technical assistance
on forest management strategies. An
environmental education position was
added in northeast Nebraska to help
implement educational programs such as
Project WILD, Growing up WILD and JAKES.

Nebraska Youth Conservation Program
The passage of LB 549 in May created
the Nebraska Youth Conservation Program.
This program has been delegated to Game
and Parks to employ at-risk youth to
assist in conserving or developing natural
resources and enhancing and maintaining
environmentally important land and
water. The program, to take place in the
summer of 2012, teaches these youth life
skills and introduces them to our natural
environment. Funds were dedicated
through a transfer from the Nebraska Cash
Settlement Fund to Game and Parks.

Conservation Ofﬁcer Terry Brentzel and his
dog, Hunter, hunt waterfowl at the Verona
Complex in Clay County. Brentzel, like his
other colleagues in law enforcement, also
volunteer with multiple events throughout
the year. From teaching hunter education
classes to participating in mentor hunts,
these ofﬁcers share their knowledge of the
Nebraska outdoors with current and future
stakeholders.
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environmental education position was
added in northeast Nebraska to help
implement educational programs such as
Project WILD, Growing up WILD and JAKES.

Nebraska Youth Conservation Program
The passage of LB 549 in May created
the Nebraska Youth Conservation Program.
This program has been delegated to Game
and Parks to employ at-risk youth to
assist in conserving or developing natural
resources and enhancing and maintaining
environmentally important land and
water. The program, to take place in the
summer of 2012, teaches these youth life
skills and introduces them to our natural
environment. Funds were dedicated
through a transfer from the Nebraska Cash
Settlement Fund to Game and Parks.

Conservation Ofﬁcer Terry Brentzel and his
dog, Hunter, hunt waterfowl at the Verona
Complex in Clay County. Brentzel, like his
other colleagues in law enforcement, also
volunteer with multiple events throughout
the year. From teaching hunter education
classes to participating in mentor hunts,
these ofﬁcers share their knowledge of the
Nebraska outdoors with current and future
stakeholders.
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Biking opportunities,
including this trail at
Platte River State Park,
abound throughout the
state on Commissionowned properties.

A Walk in the Park
For the second year, Game and Parks
worked with the Nebraska Department
of Health and Human Services’ Every
Woman Matters Program, which provides
health services to women ages 40-64 who
meet income eligibility guidelines. The
partnership encourages women to use
local and state parks for healthy outdoor
recreation. The program distributed 1,274
state park entry permits to its members.
Bike Month Nebraska
Game and Parks joined the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services
for the third year to educate Nebraskans
about Bike Month, which is celebrated each
May. A governor’s proclamation was signed
with all the partners, which also included
many bike advocacy groups.
Officers Called on for Assistance
Conservation officers often are called
upon to assist other law enforcement
agencies with emergencies. Among the
examples in 2011 were officers who:
● Partnered with county sheriff and police
departments along the Missouri River in
response to flooding.
● Joined parks personnel, Nebraska State
Patrol, Scotts Bluff County Sheriff, Airlink
Helicopter Service, four dive teams and a
cadaver dog handler in working a boating
fatality at Lake Minatare.
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Missouri River Partnerships
Agency employees participated in
several groups concerning Missouri River
management, research and policy.
● The Missouri River Recovery Program
(MRRP), administered by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, buys flood-prone

PHOTO BY NGCP

Other Law Enforcement Partnerships
● Conservation officers joined Whitetails
Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Audubon
Rowe Sanctuary, Nature Conservancy,
Cabela’s, Niobrara Sportsman’s Club, Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, National Wild
Turkey Federation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service, Panhandle Region Conservation
Club, Omaha Police Department and many
businesses and private landowners in
providing our youth with a quality outdoor
experience.
● Conservation officers provided training
on game law to many county sheriff
departments, as well as to law enforcement
recruit classes at the Nebraska Law
Enforcement Training Center in Grand
Island.
● The Law Enforcement Division dedicated
9,835 hours to the new workforce
integration effort, a plan to combine
manpower from all divisions within the
agency in order to accomplish specific tasks
or duties.

Conservation ofﬁcer Russ Mort assisted during
an electrical shutdown at Riverview Marina State
Recreation Area during the Missouri River ﬂood.
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land for fish and wildlife habitat, as well
as public access; builds habitat for native
and endangered species; implements a
spring pulse from Gavins Point Dam to
benefit fish and wildlife species; supports
fish hatcheries that spawn and raise
pallid sturgeon; and funds research and
monitoring.
● The Missouri River Recovery
Implementation Committee is a citizen
advisory group that interacts with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on matters
pertaining to the river’s ecosystems.
● The Missouri River Association of States
and Tribes was formed by the Missouri
River Basin governors (except Missouri)
and the Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights
Coalition to promote the public trust
natural resources as a valuable resource
of biological, economic and cultural
significance. The group has recommended
changes to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers regarding its Annual Operating
Plan, including mainstem water releases.
It has advocated for a review of the 1944
Flood Control Act to see if efficiencies
and effectiveness can be increased for the
taxpayer.
● The Missouri River Natural Resources
Committee, made up of state fish and
wildlife agencies in the Missouri River
Basin, assists in management of public trust
natural resources throughout the basin.
Futures and Izaak Walton League
Partnerships with Missouri River
Futures and the Izaak Walton League are
benefitting fish and wildlife habitat on the
Missouri River by making landowners and
community leaders aware of available local,
state and federal funding programs.
40

Floodgates were wide
open at Gavins Point Dam
for much of the summer
of 2011, a draw for
sightseers and the cause
of downstream ﬂooding.

Instream Flow Council
Involvement in the Instream Flow Council
(IFC) has been beneficial as it is made up
of state and Canadian employees charged
with obtaining protection of public trust
waters in streams and rivers throughout
North America. Game and Parks staff
tapped into this experience to help on the
Niobrara River.

Adopt a Stream
Staff attended meetings to discuss
formally establishing an Adopt a Stream
program in Nebraska, with Nebraska
Wildlife Federation taking the lead in
hiring a coordinator and implementing
the program. Environmental Services staff
will serve on the program’s advisory panel,
once it is established.

Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance
Staff participated in the Lower Platte River
Corridor Alliance, an organization of state
and local agencies that fosters development
and implementation of locally drawn up
strategies and actions to protect and restore
the vitality of the lower Platte River.
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Hunter Satisfaction Survey
More than 40,000 small game permit
buyers in 2010 were invited to complete an
online hunter satisfaction survey. Eighty-one
percent of the nearly 10,000 respondents
believed they would have a somewhat
successful or very successful season before
hunting. Sixty-three percent said their
experiences met or exceeded expectations.
Nearly 80 percent reported having a
somewhat, very or extremely satisfying
hunting experience. Only 8 percent
reported an unsatisfactory experience.
Approximately one-third of hunters were
satisfied with the amount of public land
available, and 17 percent hunted public
land or Open Fields and Waters land most
frequently.
Mountain Lion Survey
Game and Parks’ first mountain lion
population survey was completed in the
Pine Ridge. In the spring, trained scat
detection dogs were led through miles of
pine bluff habitat searching for mountain
lion droppings, which were collected and
examined through DNA testing. The dogs
found evidence of 13 individual mountain
lions. Statistical tests suggest there are
approximately 19 mountain lions in the
surveyed area, since not all animals present
are detected.
Chronic Wasting Disease Spreading
Slowly
Chronic wasting disease (CWD) in deer
appeared for the first time in Buffalo,
Custer and Holt counties. There were
1,565 lymph node samples collected from
42

deer taken during the November rifle deer
season, with 26 samples testing positive
for CWD. Samples also were taken from 37
culled deer that showed clinical symptoms
for CWD, with one male mule deer from
Garden County testing positive. The
sampling focused on central Nebraska, the
leading edge of the disease as it spreads
from west to east.
Pallid Sturgeon Broodstock
Collection
Volunteers representing multiple
universities, state, and federal agencies
and the public contributed to the Missouri
River Program’s pallid sturgeon broodstock
collection. In April, crews captured 212
pallid sturgeon. Forty–five adult pallid
sturgeon were transported to Blind
Pony State Fish Hatchery in Missouri for
reproductive assessment, several of which
ultimately contributed to multiple families
of pallid sturgeon being spawned and
stocked back into the river.
Sedimentation Paper
Game and Parks recently published the
document Sedimentation of Nebraska’s
Playa Wetlands: A Review of Current
Knowledge and Issues (NebraskaWetlands.
com). It was written by wetland and soil
experts from Game and Parks, Natural
Resources Conservation Service and U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. It describes
Nebraska’s playa wetlands, discusses
the process of sedimentation of playas,
summarizes data on historic and recent
wetland soil profiles, describes the effect
that culturally accelerated sedimentation
has on many wetland functions, and
provides recommendations on restoration
considerations.

Fishes of Nebraska
In 2005, a group of Nebraska fisheries
biologists, including one from Game and
Parks, began a project to complete a new
comprehensive book on the fishes of
Nebraska. The final draft was completed
in December 2011 and publication is
expected in mid-2012.
Missouri River Flood Evaluation
The largest recorded runoff in history
resulted in a flood of unprecedented
magnitude and duration on the Missouri
River. Missouri River Program fisheries
staff redirected their sampling effort
from the main channel to public land on
the inundated floodplain to document
responses of the fish community to the
flood. Young-of-the-year fish from 46
species were documented using the
floodplain, as were adult pallid sturgeon.
Large numbers of many native species,
including paddlefish, channel catfish and
blue catfish, were sampled throughout the
summer. Fish growth and body condition
were excellent, reflecting the tremendous
food production that occurred because of
the flooded terrestrial habitats.
Piping Plover Migration Study
A knowledge of threats encountered
throughout the range of the threatened
piping plover is needed to improve the
bird’s prospects for survival. Game and
Parks and its partners placed leg bands
on plovers nesting in eastern Nebraska to
find out more about where our birds end
up during winter. Birdwatchers reported
seeing our birds all along the Gulf Coast.
Based on these observations, oil spills and
other problems affecting Gulf of Mexico
beaches could affect Nebraska’s piping

plover numbers. Understanding when and
where such risks occur provides context for
planning conservation actions in Nebraska,
and highlights the need to work with other
states to help this bird recover.
Impacts of Trout Stocking on At-Risk
Minnows
A study began, in cooperation with Dr.
Kevin Pope and Dr. Mark Pegg of the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, to evaluate
the potential impacts of trout on at-risk
minnows in Sandhill streams. All streams
where these fishes had been found
together in past surveys were revisited.
This was expanded to sampling all trout
streams. Sixty streams were sampled to
collect information on species associations.
Middle Loup River Fishway
A fishway completed through the Milburn
Dam in 2005 began to be operated in
2010. In 2011, channel catfish and other
fish were able to migrate past Milburn Dam
up the Middle Loup River.
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stocked locations.

Commission
biologists
Steve Schainost
(right) and
Baxter Poe
sample
channel catﬁsh
on the
Middle Loup
River as part
of an ongoing
study.

UNK Fisheries Research
Cooperative efforts continue to develop
an understanding of fish community
dynamics in Harlan County Reservoir.
Included are food habit relationships of
young-of-the-year walleye, white bass,
gizzard shad and freshwater drum. Use of
oxytetracycline marks revealed that stocked
walleye fry accounted for 95 percent
of the 2011 year-class (5 percent were
from natural reproduction). Continued
investigation of yellow perch stockings has
documented the impact of largemouth bass
predation on attempts to establish yellow
perch in small south-central Nebraska
barrow pits.
Crayfishes and Mussels
The ringed crayfish, a species formerly
44

considered to be restricted to a small
area in southwest Missouri and northwest
Arkansas, was found to be widespread
in Nebraska. A paper on the distribution
of this species in Nebraska, along with a
revision of its national range, was published
in the 2011 issue of the Transactions of the
Nebraska Academy of Science.
Plains Topminnow Reintroduction
The plains topminnow no longer is found
in nearly 75 percent of Nebraska locations
where it was found historically. This decline
in distribution has prompted Game and
Parks to re-establish the species in native
streams. Preliminary results indicate the
presence of adult plains topminnows at 65
percent of stocked sites and recruitment of
young plains topminnows at 35 percent of

Aquatic Habitat Project Evaluation
An evaluation of the aquatic habitat
improvement projects at Arnold Lake
and Victoria Springs State Recreation
Area began. This evaluation will focus on
assessing changes in energy flow within the
aquatic community following a renovation
project. Fish community structure and
visitor participation are expected to be
factors included in these evaluation efforts.
Rotenone Assessment
Biotic and abiotic communities were
assessed at Mormon Island West Lake
following the application of rotenone (a
fish toxicant) in 2010. The project seeks to
determine the length of time needed for a
restocked fishery to rebound. Water clarity
increased dramatically and zooplankton
communities rebounded within a year of
the rotenone application.
Databases and Electronics
Several databases used by the Fisheries
Division were developed or improved,
including those related to fish stocking,
fish treatment in hatcheries, federal aid,
vehicle tracking, public water bodies, GIS
and Google Earth coverage of public fishing
waters, the division library and University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) research projects.
Results of fishing tournaments were
evaluated and assistance was provided to
UNL to develop a mobile application to
identify fish from pictures taken with smart
phones.
State Park Survey
Game and Parks completed the State
Park User Survey, a bi-annual activity

the past 10 years. Thirty-one state parks,
state recreation areas and state historical
parks participated. Of the 8,272 surveys
distributed, 3,113 were completed and
returned. The average respondent who
spent a night at a park stayed an average
of 3.75 nights. Day users stayed an average
of 3.8 hours at a park area. The average
number of people in a car was 3.29.
Colorado residents were the most common
out-of-state visitors. The average age of
respondents was 46.6 years.
Environmental Reviews
Environmental Services staff, in
coordination with other divisions and
agencies, reviewed numerous projects to
evaluate their effects on fish and wildlife.
These include the proposed Keystone
XL pipeline, proposals for new wetland
mitigation banks, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers proposals for emergent sandbar
habitat projects and shallow water habitat
projects on the Missouri River, and projects
pursuant to the Nebraska Nongame and
Endangered Species Conservation Act.
Wind Energy Development
There are 40-45 Nebraska wind energy
projects in some phase of scoping,
planning or development. All projects are
reviewed for impacts to endangered and
threatened species, breeding birds, nesting
raptors, prairie grouse, bats and other
at-risk species and natural communities as
identified in the Nebraska Natural Legacy
Project. Projects also are reviewed to
determine whether or not they are located
in Biologically Unique Landscapes and if
there are areas managed by Game and
Parks that could be affected by wind energy
development.
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Photo of Indian Cave from 1971 NEBRASKAland Magazine article. Accompanying
text read:
“A hideaway for slaves and retreat for ancient Indian tribes, the larger, lower cave
has been filled with debris, but is scheduled for restoration soon. At one time this cave
was large enough that two loaded hay wagons could be driven side by side through the
entrance.”
“The upper cave, still intact, is topped by a chimney etched out by erosion. Nearly
four feet in diameter, it extends from the cave’s roof a dozen feet to the ridge above.
Indians were reportedly trapped in the cave when a large rock fell and lodged in the
chimney opening. The rocks are still in place.”
The first tract of Indian Cave State Park was acquired by the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission in 1962. Since that time, additional land acquisitions have brought the
park to more than 3,402 acres.
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